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Harvey says

Rishathra. Endlessrishathra. I'm over it Larry! Write about something else.

Very disappointing.

Ric says

(2013 was turning into a stale year for SF. That summer, | really needed the solace of good, hard S- to
escape, if just fleetingly, some harsh realities, same reality having given me long days and nightsto read and
listen. So, without really making a decision to do so but compelled by circumstances, | started a re-read of
the Ringworld series. The publication history of the series was such that one book came out every ten years,
on average. And so each book read provided a reflection of a decade of life, the places and friends, the
situations and milestones when each book was read. Fiction, particularly the science fiction of the Ringworld
books, it turned out, was nothing more than dressed-up reality. | never |eft the Ringworld.)

The Ringworld Throne is quite a departure from the space-spanning, technology-making energy of the first
two books. Niven spends the first half of the book exploring the various hominids that have evolved on the
artificial surface of the Ringworld. Not boring, just different, and maybe just a bit too much rishathra. The
story is set 11 years after The Ringworld Engineers. The final half of the book sees the action pick up as
Louis Wu and hisfellow travelers deal with the Ringworld engineers.

An interesting narrative problem: how to present the actions of species who are smarter than humans? The
simplest way isto just be inscrutable or indecipherable on the principle that they are much smarter than us so
we cannot hope to understand their actions and motivations. As areader thisis annoying since it seemsto
give the writer license to withhold explanations until the end. We are not dumb, just, perhaps, slower. Niven
addresses the matter in his typically empirical way; offline, he devel ops the response of the Pak, presents the
aspects of it that may be apparent to the slower mind, then dares the reader to catch up or keep up. Makes for
amore entertaining, if challenging, read. This makes up for the lackluster first half of the book.

Also typical Niven isthe deliberate way in which he ties up the various threads of the narrative for
resolution. As with the two previous books, he does not seem to be setting up for asequel (although he does
write one 8 years later).

Thisisthe weakest of the Ringworld books so far. However, it does provide a further development of the
Ringworld story and justifies the scary nature of the Pak. Niven builds many of the aspects of the Fleet of
Worlds Ringworld prequel series from elements presented here.

After examining my feelings about the book, I'm changing my rating of this book to 3 stars.




Marin says

Though abig fan of Niven'sworks, | have never been abig fan of the Ringworld series. The setup is so
enormous, so many possible stories arise, that it feels the author is (unsuccessfully) trying to tell them all.
The Ringworld Throneis the most painful proof of that (so far). Several different plots run along completely
unrelated to each other, right until the last couple of chapters. Not only are these plots very boring as they
stand all alone, but they also try to wear down the poor reader who's trying to Sherlock them all together.
Nobody likes a figuring out a nice mystery more than me, but a mystery requires clues and afighting chance
for the reader to piece them all together. This book gives no such thing.

What it doesinstead, it gives us a couple of genius characters that piece together a story out of thin air. There
issimply no way they could figure all that out - simply because the possible solutions are (nearly) endless.
Sticking to 1 or 2 interlocked plots and giving more space to character development would make it a much
more pleasant reading experience.

Another problem that was already surfacing in The Ringworld Engineersis that author keeps trying to patch
up this unrealistic world. Somebody notes that Ringworld would be unstable in real world - bam! - author
inserts thrusters etc. | guess the goal was to make "Known Space" aviable future (as opposed to "the galaxy
far far away"), but it just starts looking more and more like a house of cards.

And while | could even get over the patchy nature of the Ringworld, there's the famous rishathrato give the
final blow (no pun intended). While it might have been an interesting (if not very convincing) possible side-
effect of such aworld, it has become a central plot theme for this book. Which makesit feel like it was
written by a horny teenager. Larry, please next time just pretend you never wrote about it in the first place -
or start fresh on the other side of the Ringworld where locals still haven't heard about it.

Should | even give Ringworld's Children atry?

Katherine says

| was excited to find this book, because | hoped Niven had something new to say about the Ringworld. Well,
hedidn't. In fact, | amost gave up after the first hundred pages or so, because | found it so deathly dull.

Thefirst half of the book deals with awhole slew of characters, most of whom never appear again, hunting
vampires. I'm not sure what this was supposed to accomplish in terms of plot structure. It was, frankly,
boring and seemed to serve no purpose other than to let Niven mention the practice of inter-species sex on

every page.

The second half of the book dealt with Louis Wu a kzin named Acolyte (who was a son of Chmee) and the
Hindmost serving a protector bent on taking over the world. Thisinvolved quite alot of Louis essentially
watching the main action on television and interpreting it for the protector, and | didn't find it interesting, or
even see much of apoint. The big ending took the form of a Deus ex Machina, which left quite alot of
guestions unanswered.

Frankly, | think Niven should have stopped a Ringworld Engineers.




Graham Crawford says

Everyone says this book is rubbish, and it really is. The last third is stupidly complicated - a pea and shell
trick with teleporters that goes on for so long the author looses the peas and the plot.

Thefirst half isreally a short story with side characters that has been stretched out to fill anovel. | could
almost cope with a soft porn alien vampire novella (True Blood in spacel) - almost. Except it's the same sex
over and over again. And it's relentlessly male heterosexua wish fulfillment - (lightly)bearded women and
furries are as transgressive as we get. All that angst over a monogamous couple enjoying group Sex.
Serioudly - Did Larry Niven bug out at a 1970s sex party and decide to (try to) write a book about it.

Mars says

The downhill trend of the series continues. In and of itsdlf, it's afairly acceptable book, but it's worse than
Engineers (book 2). Action jumps around, the whole vampire hunter thing to which half the book is devoted
leads essentially nowhere, acrew of 4 (which is easy to keep track of) plus no-more-than-2-at-a-time
auxilliary charactersis gone, replaced by dozens of characters, many of them with 6-syllable names, most of
those entirely unpronounceable...

Random junk words are introduced, which would work except something like "stet" doesn't appear to be
properly defined (or | missed the only place where it is?), and which actually has 3 DIFFERENT meanings,
and is used in every other sentence in parts of the book. (had to go to the dictionary at the end to look it up -
it means either "leave it done", "exactly right", or "no change". Actual usage seemsto be syntactically
equivalent to "shit" half the time.

Jona Cannon says

Luis Wu is self-marooned on ringworld, and seems to be thought of as awizard or a god depending on how
primitive the education of the species you talk to. He is not through punishing himself for saving 95% of the
people of ringworld by sacrificing the other 5%. Can a god find redemption for his sins?

I'd heard from other fans that this was the least favorite of this series, and | agree. It was hard to follow, and
not agreat story. It kindafelt to me like Niven just wanted to bang out another book, with no passion for the
thread of the story. But there is one more book to go, so hopefully thisisthe low point.

Jacob says

The entire first half the book is completely unnecessary and the whole book is incredibly hard to follow (a
problem | had all previous bookstoo). Niven doesn't have a great talent for clearly describing environments
his characters arein. | found myself reading and re-reading and re-re-reading things over and over again. He
seems to contradict himself in hisimagery often and that causes my imagination to come to an aggravating



halt.

Thefirst half of the book barely involves the main characters for the previous book. It introduces about 15
new characters that have long forgettable names and you get about 3 chaptersto learn about them all. The
book does come with aglossary in the back of the book with all the new characters and their species. This
glossary is entirely necessary if you want to have any iota of what's going on throughout this half of the
book. In fact, | started to keep a separate bookmark back there so | could flip to it quicker. (SPOILER)ANd
even when some of them dig, it still felt like | was reading about them for the first time (/SPOILER). The
first half comesto a boring and lame conclusion and then you finally get to the real interesting story....

You learn alot about the protectorsin this book which to me, is very exciting. Y ou barely got to know
anything about them in the last book which disappointed me greatly. Despite the protectors having enormous
brains, Louis still outsmarts them almost every time. There's alot of fights between protectors but they are
described so badly that it's not until the fight is over and several paragraphslater do | know the outcome. |
wish R.A. Salvatore would write a Ringworld book. He's amazing at writing fighting scenes.

Not agreat review but | don' feel like writing more.

S James Bysouth says

3 Stars, just. Ringworld Thr—sigh—rone.

In Ringworld Throne we are kept guessing up until the last chapter. But, where in other books the guessing is
about Whodunnit or Who' s going to win, this guessing is more “what the hell is going on!?’.

It isan extremely confusing plot to follow. Larry replaces what would otherwise be telling reveals with . . .
dlipsis. Hethinksit is clever and suspenseful. It is actually annoying. And confusing.

The first half of the book deals with awar against seemingly unstoppable hominids. It islaborious and
complicated. It feels out of place in a science fiction novel and isincongruous with the rest of the Ringworld
series. Every chapter following the hominidsis boring, whereas every chapter with Louis we get a glimmer
of hope the story is about to get better, only return to the Hominids with an exasperated sigh.

The second half is about Louis being subjected and trying to outsmart a being a million times more
intelligent than himself. These two stories, obliquely, meet up at the end. We pass 335 pages wondering why
we're bothering to read about 30 different types of hominid, only to figure out with 5 pagesto go what Louis
was doing thiswhole time. It is not satisfying. The genius of the original Ringworld was watching Louis
solve problems with his brand of wisdom. Instead, this cleverness was kept secret. Not a good move.

In the final chapters, at the climax, Louis Wu is not involved in the action. There is no narration; just primal
thoughts from Louis' s point of view as he watches the action viawhat is essentially a hidden-camera security
system. Niven set up agripping war between (PROTECTORS!) powerful, hyper-intelligent beings, only to
destroy his good work by confining the action to television monitors.

Niven has had avision. One in which | am not privy to. Dueto hislack of narration, it is difficult to



understand what exactly | am supposed to be seeing and found myself wondering what Niven had
envisioned, and if his vision was anything like what | got. | think not.

Niven's sometimes awesome prose style does not work in this book. It is afast-paced, hectic, intriguing
style. But, the subject-matter of this book does not fit with it. Narration is good, Larry.

With al itsfaults, it is still agreat read. Protectors are incredible. | would like to read more about protectors.
Perhaps if Niven had devoted 50% rather than 10% of the book to the Protector war, this might have been a4
star+ read. Instead, it barely eclipsed 3.

On to Ringworld' s Children.

ASIDE: My favourite parts were Louis negotiating contract terms with the Hindmost and Bram. And when
Louis admits to a being who could kill him instantly, “1 have judged you unfit to rule”.

Ben Babcock says

Once upon atime, a science-fiction author wrote anovel about a Big Dumb object. It would go on to win the
trifecta: the Hugo, Nebula, and Locus awards for best novel, not to mention become the iconic novel about
Big Dumb Objects. It is now, essentially, aclassic.

Fans with engineering degrees from MIT decided to crunch the numbers and ask difficult questions about
how this Big Dumb Object could actually work the way the author said it works. Because that's what fans
do. However, the author decided to address these questions by writing a sequel. He included severa retcons
and focused agreat deal on recreational sex conducted between hominids of different species for the
purposes of trade negotiations (rishathra). Although it received nominations for the Hugo and the Nebula,
this sequel did not win any awards.

Still the author was not satisfied! He wrote a third book in the series, introducing still more retcons and still
more rishathra. He continued tweaking and modifying both the story and the physics underlying it, not
recognizing all the while that, in this relentless pursuit of perfection, he was cheapening something that had
once been great.

That's pretty much the story of the Ringworld trilogy, which is now atetralogy. Although | won't rule out the
possibility that I'll read Ringworld's Children, nothing could be further from my mind at this moment. The
Ringworld Throne so thoroughly turned me off both the series and Larry Niven'swriting in general that | am
in no mood to pick up yet another sequel.

At firgt, this book was so uninteresting that | had to force myself to read it. For the first hundred or so pages,
| seriously entertained the notion of setting it aside. However, I've only abandoned four books since joining
Goodreads 3 years ago, and | did not want this to be number five. So | persevered, and while | don't regret
the decision (I think it might have haunted me otherwise), this book was far from satisfying.

Seriously, what isit with Niven and rishathra? Dude, | get it: you like talking about hominids having sex.
Most of thefirst part of The Ringworld Throne consists of people from various Ringworld species—Machine
People, Grass Giants, Red herders, etc.—leading an expedition to wipe out some vampires. (Vampires, in



Niven'sworld, are sub-sentient hominids who rel ease pheromones that cause other hominids to have sex with
them while they drink their victims' blood.) Among the expedition is Valavirgillin, one of the people Louis
Wu met and befriended during The Ringworld Engineers. In between discussing tactics for killing vampires,
Vaavirgillin and her allies have rishathra and talk about rishathra endlesdly.

It all feelsrather pointless, especially because | thought | was getting another book about L ouis Wu and
Chmeee. Louis does play alarger role as the story progresses, but we don't see Chmeee after the prologue.
We meet his son, Acolyte, who is endearing after the Kzinti fashion but otherwise essentially another set
piece for Niven's increasingly-bizarre chess game among L ouis, the Hindmost, and his Protector-Antagonist-
of-the-Week.

The origina Ringworld fascinated because it was, well, original. The concept was new, and Niven had
assembled an eclectic ensemble of humans and aliensto explore the Ringworld and get into trouble. And it
had a textbook example of the sense of wonder that good science-fiction novels, especially those with Big
Dumb Objects, can evoke. Niven, if nothing else, is great at discussing scale, and the Ringworld can make
one feel small and insignificant.

Even The Ringworld Engineers had its strong points. Niven upgraded the Ringworld's backstory, positing a
new species as the engineers and giving Louis atruly enormous problem to solve. Though heis successful in
the end, he does so at (he thinks) aterrible price. And so when The Ringworld Throne opens, we see atired
Louis Wu ready to retreat into his autumn years. He is going to strike off across the Ringworld alone,
without any boosterspice to keep him young, determined to age and die normally. This story aone would be
intriguing, but Niven does not |eave well enough alone and insists on including the parallel story of
Vaavirgillin's Vampire Slayers.

In addition to the unnecessary emphasis on rishathra, this storyline feels so out of place in a science-fiction
novel. Y es, there are various non-human species, but most of the technology is medieval or just barely
industrial, and the threat is just vampires. If the book had been published last year, we might be ableto
accuse Niven of riding the vampire craze set off by those novelsyou've all heard about. Asitis, | have
trouble understanding the point to this entire storyline. And | don't know if it's just because the story failed to
entice me whatsoever, but | had a very difficult time following the order of events and keeping track of who
was who. There were timeswhen | just skimmed the pages until | reached a chapter with Louis Wu and read
from there.

Unfortunately, Louis story doesn't make much more sense. He enters into some sort of contractual
arrangement with yet another Protector, and they then engage in atest of willsyminds, jockeying for
superiority while the Hindmost whines about stepping discs. Although more nominally science-fictional than
Vaavirgillin's story, this plot also fails to pass the "Make Me Care" test. The Protectors are an intriguing
alien species, but Niven relies far too much on speculation among his characters as aform of exposition.
While it might make for alighter touch when it comes to narration, this has the one drawback of allowing
Niven an easy way out when it comes to retconning in later books: the characters were mistaken, or lying, or
both. So | just don't feel like investing much time or effort into learning about a backstory that isjust going
to get revised anyway.

I wish, having now read these three books, that | could somehow take everything | like from each of the
books and mash it up into asingle, coherent Ringworld narrative. There's something good in each of
them—yes, even in thisone—but it'slost in alot of mediocre and downright awful stuff. Niven shares a
problem all-too-common among other science-fiction writers: his ability to come up with big ideas far
exceeds his mastery of the actual craft of writing. Niven is agood writer, but he is a good writer with



awesome ideas, an essentially disappointing combination.

The Ringworld Throneis, as| said earlier, likely the conclusion for me of the Ringworld series, at least for
now. And if you are considering the series, consider reading only the first book; it did earn its place in the
canon of classical science fiction. | cannot say the same for its sequels, particularly this one.

Lastly, for Terence:

My Reviews of the Ringworld series:
— The Ringworld Engineers

Eric Stodolnik says

I'm sad to say that | was a bit disappointed with thisinstallment of the Ringworld series. In fact, | was a bit
on the fence as to wether | was going to give thisa 3 Star or a4 Star rating. | decided on 4 Stars, | think
because | really enjoyed the ending, or more specifically most of the "Part 2" section, and it picking up and
my enjoying it alot more at the end meant my enjoyment was more fresh in my memory than my
disappointment. So | settled on 4 Stars, but if you could do half-stars on this site, | would've ended up giving
ita3.5b.

The first half+ of the book was a bit of alet down to me though. | really LOVED Ringworld, and while |
didn't like Ringworld Engineers nearly as much as the first novel, | still loved that book aswell... So | was
ready for more fantastic adventures of Louis Wu and his Motley Crew!... So when the heaping bulk of the
first part of the book was about a band of Ringworld natives and their odd-stacked-against war with the
Vampires, | was definitely let down. It was cool and exciting at times, particularly the section where they
made their way onto the City Builders floating factory... But it wasn't the Ringworld | came to know and
love, and at times it was downright boring. | found myself extremely eager to get the war over and done with
so | could get back to Louis Wu and Hindmost's part in the story. In fact, | ended up putting the book down
somewhere around page 145 and not picking it back up again for over amonth... And it is extremely rare that
I'll put down a book for a break.

But when the Vampire War was finally done with, it got back to the Ringworld storytelling that | expected,
with their ups and downs and epic battles with Pak Protectors. So the second part of the novel pretty much
redeemed it for me.

One more thing to note is that there sure was an uncomfortable amount of "Rishing" in this book, lol... | get
it, it makes sense, what with the role that the Vampires played on the story... And I'm not a prude by any
stretch of the imagination (in fact, I'd say that I'm extremely desensitized and consider myself to have a bit of
asick sense of humor) soit's not like al that Rishartha actually offended me in any way like it would some
Christian moms who might find out what was actually in the sci-fi novel their kid isreading, lal... But JEEZ!
So much Rishing!!! Lol. It kind of makes me guess that Larry Niven might have been a bit sexually
frustrated during the writing of this novel and took it out on al the lucky native species of Ringworld. Lol.
But hey, it didn't really take away from the novel. One thing is for sure though... There's NO POSSIBLE
WAY that this book could be adapted into a sci fi film! ;D



I'm hoping the final installation in the Ringworld opus will get back to the Ringworld | loved and just stick
with 'ol Louis Wu and his Motley Crew!

Ohyeah!... And it also made me kinda sad that Chmeee ended up being MIA for the whole book, sending his
son, Acolyte, to fill in for him. Hopefully he'll be back in the next book.

odedol says

Such an old story but still good.

I don't think that | would recommend it for everyone because of this reason, new SiFi uses much more
advance science with authors trying to explain its working which is missing in Ringworld but if you
disregard it you can enjoy the series.

Niffe says

Thisisthefirst book in alongtimethat | started reading and never finished.

While the first two ringworld books were annoying in their obsession with aliens having sex with each other,
thisinstallment in the series was unreadable for the same reason. At 60% there still seemed to be almost
nothing going on in the book except for "Rishathra' (Wikipedia: "In Larry Niven's Ringworld novels,
rishathrais "sexual practice outside one's own species but within the intelligent hominoids"), and what little
there was didn't seem to be going anywhere.

| am even more bewildered by the over-abundance of sex in this book than in the previous books, asin the
previous books it seemed as though the author might have some sort of subtle point that | was missing, while
in the case of this book the Rishathra was such a central concept that it seems as though any point should
have been explicit.

If you have read this book and can explain to me what the point was, please do so!

I might return to this book one day, for completeness, but it was bad enough to get me out of the habit of
reading fiction for months, so | am not in any hurry to give it another go.

Benjamin Duffy says

| believe it was |saac Asimov who said that in true science fiction, the setting isthe real protagonist. In this
third Ringworld book, Niven isfinally arriving at that stage; there's frustratingly little of Louis Wu
(undoubtedly Niven's most interesting and compelling character) in the first half of this book, so it was slow
going for me until the Ringworld itself roped mein. By that, | mean that eventually | kept pushing forward,
not because | cared what happened to the people, but more because | was intrigued by what they would find
next, and by the ultimate fate of the world. Much the same as the |last two of the original six Dune novelsin
that way.

Not nearly as warm, funny, or emotionally involving as the first Ringworld book, but more compelling than



The Ringworld Engineers. Again, Niven'sintelligence and imagination |eave little to be criticized, and this
seriesis definitely worthwhile reading for the fan of speculative fiction.

Booknerd Fraser says

This was adisappointment. | mean, Niven knows how to get you to turn the page, but the first part of the
story is about characters I'm not really attached to, and the second part was something of arushed train
wreck. It's the opposite of over-written, it was under-written




