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Marcelo Sandoval hears music no one else can hear--part of the autism-like impairment no doctor has been
ableto identify--and he's always attended a special school where his differences have been protected. But the
summer after hisjunior year, his father demands that Marcelo work in hislaw firm's mailroom in order to
experience "the real world." There Marcelo meets Jasmine, his beautiful and surprising coworker, and
Wendell, the son of another partner in the firm.

He learns about competition and jealousy, anger and desire. But it's a picture he findsin afile -- a picture of
agirl with half aface -- that truly connects him with the real world: its suffering, its injustice, and what he
can do to fight.

Reminiscent of "The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time" in the intensity and purity of itsvoice,
this extraordinary novel isalove story, alegal drama, and a celebration of the music each of us hearsinside.
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| €sse says

3.5/5

marcelo can be a bit naive, but not in an annoying way. he's naive in the way that makes you wonder how the
hell you turned out so bitter and question why the world can't be as simple or straightforward as someone
like marcelo seesit. marcelo isjust agreat person and anyone would be lucky to have him as afriend. many
of the people marcelo encounters at the law firm treat him like crap or act as though he's stupid. so being
marcelo's friend would probably lead me to an aggravated assault charge or two, but marcelo is constantly
running into people who need to get bitch slapped.

[ fya| megan crane]

some notes:

the relationships were not fully fleshed out, but that was fine. i wasn't really that interested or invested (what
i read about that anyway) in any of the other characters (parents, jasmine or the rabbi for example), but i
appreciated them nonetheless. marcelo was an endearing literary character, i was glad i had the opportunity
to meset.

his thoughts on religion, his internal music, various other opinion pieces and bible passages he discussed
with the rabbi were the most enjoyable for me to read about.

[ navigating love & autism | nyt article]

borrowed: (view spoiler)

Homeschoolmama says

UPDATE 2/8/09

My initial impression still stands. Although | liked the way the author had the main character Marcelo speak,
and how he added certain quirks that were realistic, Stork was unable to keep it consistent.. and some
characteristics were not compatible w/someone w/Aspergers..such as speaking in literal terms only and then
suddenly speaking/understanding metaphors, for example. The plot was sort of intriguing but | thought kind
of trashy too.

Oh, | am not sure | like this book. A goodreads friend gave me a copy recently and while | do enjoy the
interesting writing style (the author writes from the point of view of a 17 year old boy with Asperger's who
refersto himself and his parentsin the 3rd person- strange but interesting) I'm not sure | like the story line at
al. Itisabit painful to read, how this boy isforced into working at his father's law firm for the summer,



where heis vulnerable and subject to manipulation and exploitation. I've seen positive reviews of this book,
with comparisons to The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time.. | liked that book- not sure of this
one.. I'mon p 131 as of now, | will try to finish it and see if | fedl the same way.

Naban says

I loved Marcelo. The struggles he faced as a not so normal guy in the real world were truly touching. | can't
say the same for other characters, the only likable character we actually get to know being Marcelo's co-
worker Jasmine.

There's nothing much to say about the plot of the book, given that it iswhat the title suggests. Marcelo in the
real world, away from his comfort zone - how he struggles, makes mistakes and learns.

One of of the many things | looked forward to in this book was the music aspect. Marcelo hears music.
Although no one has been able to tell the exact cause, the Doctors have classified it as closest Asperger's- a
condition in the autism spectrum. | was intrigued by that, but once | started reading | felt there wasn't enough
of this particular facet and my interest lowered significantly.

Anyhow, it was a pretty good book. Not something that worked perfectly for me, but I'm sure some of you
contemporary lovers out there will adore thisalot more.

Sherrie Peter sen says

Have you ever gotten to the end of a book and wished there was more? Or better yet, wished your writing
could move people the way that the story moved you? Marcelo in the Real World isthat kind of book.

It's no secret that | love fantasy, but | try to read outside of the genre aswell. Marcelo isn't a super hero. He's
ateenage boy with an unidentified cognitive disorder who is comfortable with his routines, his special-ed
school, hisjob at the therapeutic riding stables. His father decides that for the summer Marcelo needs to
move outside of his comfort zone and so Marcelo goesto work in the real world: at his father's law firm. But
neither of them is prepared for what that means.

In the hands of another author, this story could end up being a sentimental tear-jerker. Author Francisco X.
Stork doesn't take that route. Instead he gives us an unflinchingly honest look at what it means to be normal.
While there are some obvious fish out of water situations, there are also some unexpected consequences that
make this book areal pageturner. As Marcelo triesto live up to his father's expectations, he startsto learn
that choices aren't always black and white in the real world. The way he approaches these discoveriesiswhat
makes this story unique.

Thereis so much to love about this book. | love that in spite of his differences, | never felt sorry for Marcelo.
| love that while the family is Mexican, they are completely American. | love that the story made me think

about how what's right in one situation might not always be the right answer.

Marcelo in the Real World is Francisco X. Stork'sthird novel and it has garnered alot of awards. His newest



book, The Last Summer of the Death Warriors, came out in March. If it's half as good as Marcelo, it'll be
well worth the money.

Tatiana says

Marcelo Sandoval is 17 and has amild form of autism which makes him... well, different. Knowing that heis
often perceived to be mentally challenged, Marcelo prefersto stay close to the circle of hisfriends and
people who know that there is nothing wrong with him intellectually. He is planning to spend his final school
year at Patterson, a specialized school where he is surrounded by the students just like him, he also has a
summer job lined up working with horsesin his school's stables. However Marcelo's father, Arturo, does not
approve of these plans. He wants his son to challenge himself, to learn how to function in the "real world"
better, to be prepared for the life outside Patterson's walls. Marcel o has no choice but to surrender to his
father's wishes and learn about the "real world" he does...

Marcelo In The Real World is a part story of self-discovery, part criminal investigation, part love story and is
definitely one of the strongest examples of quality Y A fiction. The story istold from a unique POV of a
person whose thought process is different from ours and although | personally do not know any autistic
people and can't vouch for accuracy of Marcelo's portrayal, his"voice" sounds authentic.

Marcelo's journey through the "real world" is a compelling one, albeit frustrating and infuriating at times. It
isamost unbearable to see him insulted by people who have no understanding of his condition and often
treat him asif heis mentally handicapped. Y et Marcelo's experiences are not all bad. Along the way he
meets people who help him to get a better understanding of what is good and evil, what is love and, most
importantly, that being in the "real world" is as much satisfying asit is painful.

The only reason | knocked down 1 star from my rating was that some parts felt alittle slow or too
introspective, but overall Marcelo In The Real World is aremarkable YA adult novel.

Mike Mullin says

This book is so good | may have to take a break from reading--anything else wouldn't measure up. It's so
good I'm consumed with despair that | will never write anything as beautiful or asimportant. It's so good |
can't review it properly--any words | might choose wouldn't do it justice.

karen says

first, some blathering. it is, after all, me...

i understand why writers like carl hiaasen and james patterson and them are now writing books for younger
readers, after having already established themselves as writers of adult fiction with considerable staying
power. get 'em while they are young and then when they grow into the adult section, they already have the
name-recognition. friends for life, paying their electricity bills...



but why do authors like this one and suzanne collins write exclusively for the teen audience? and this opinion
may be untrue in a post-potter, post-twilight world, but fewer adults are interested in teen fiction than teens
are interested in adult fiction. for teens, it is something of an intellectual triumph to cross over into the
growed-up section of the library or bookstore, but many adults scoff at reading books for children.

so why choose the teen path if you are an exceptional writer?is this how writers dum?

this book is just wonderful. it is about a high-functioning autistic kid who is forced by his father to spend a
summer working for himin hislaw firm to prove that he can function in "the real world" and doesn't need to
bein his safe school surrounded by other kids who are less likely to be able to integrate successfully. during
this summer, he questions loyalty and trust and sex and god and a hundred other great things, and he is such
an easy character to fall in love with and be thankful that he was written into existence.just areal charmer of
abook that doesn't sacrifice realism for shock value.

thiswould have been afive star book except for two complaints, only one of which is an actual complaint.

i don't know why the characters spoke the way they did. it seemed like thistook place in atown where
contractions had been banned. it made everyone sound very stiff and stylized. had it only been marcelo, it
would have made perfect sense, because of hisrigid formality across the board, but the rest of the cast had no
such excuse. """ those are free.

secondly, chinchillas look nothing like "long, skinny rats"

who you calling skinny?

but i loved this book. it is sweet and very naturally written; areal gem of ateen fiction book that i would
never have read except for this class.

thanks, grad school!

oh, and ancther thing! i have felt mildly guilty reviewing these teen books because i have atendency to curse
like aracehorse, and i felt that that might not always be appropriate for the poor innocent teens who might be
reading the reviews, and greg has even gotten internet-scolded before for the same thing. HOWEVER, if teen
fiction itself is going to drop the f-bombs, then why should i be any different?? thank you francisco x. stork. i
mean, fuck.

Becky says

Meet Marcelo Sandoval. Read his story. Witness first-hand the transition from dream world to real world.

Marcelo has aways been different. (He livesin atree house, for example.) Lived in his own little world--not
cut off from the world, by any means, but taking it in a his own pace, staying in his comfort zone, doing this
much and no more. Marcelo has autism--Asberger's Syndrome to be exact. He's always chosen to attend a
specia school--Paterson--to be with children and teens who are different--just different in varying ways. But
his father, Arturo, wants him to go to aregular high school his senior year--Oak Ridge High. His father



wants him to work at his law firm this summer. (Marcelo wanted to work at the pony stables of Paterson). A
deal isreached: if Marcelo works for his father this summer--in the mail room of the law firm--and succeeds
at it--follows the rules of the business world, of the so-called real world, then Marcelo can choose for himself
where to complete his schooling.

So it begins. Marcelo works in the mail room under the direction of ayoung woman, Jasmine. She's no more
pleased to see him there, to have him there than he isto be there. But their honesty isthe first of many steps
that lead them down the path towards being not just coworkers but friends. But this friendship isn't quick to
develop. One step at atime. One day at atime. Marcelo isn't the greatest conversationalist--if and only if
you're judging by the world's standards. (Personaly, | could talk to him al day!) But his father and mother
think it important for him to learn how to interact in the real world, make small talk, make eye contact, learn
to shake hands, etc. Marcel o keeps a notebook with him in which he writes down things he needs to know or
wants to remember.

Here is ascene with hisfather on their first day going into work together:

"I want you to participate in the day-to-day workaday world, my world, and your world too now. And to do
so, you have to abide by some established customs. People in the workaday world are discreet about their
religion. They pray in private. They don't quote Scripture unlessit's afigure of speech like, | don't know, ‘an
eyefor an eye, atooth for atooth,’ or 'the blind leading the blind.' Things like that. Phrases that have
common usage."

"Can ablind man lead a blind man?' | say.

"Beg your pardon?"

"Jesus's exact words were, 'Can ablind man lead a blind man? Will they not both fall into a pit? Luke,
chapter six, verse thirty-nine."

"That's exactly what | mean. It's not customary to quote Scripture to someone, much less quote him chapter
and verse. | think that if you're going to benefit from this experience, it'simportant that you try to act asis
customary."

| take out the yellow notebook that | always keep in my shirt pocket. | write: Do not pray so that others see
M. pray. Do not quote Scripture. Note: Listen for religious phrases that have become figures of speech.
Those are dlowed even if not accurate. Do not provide correct version or cite where it appearsin the Bible.
(42)

Here isasnippet from hisfirst day in the office making the rounds with Jasmine with the mail cart:

Jasmine says, "I'd stay away from the secretariesif | were you."

"How can | deliver the mail to themif | stay away from them?"

"I mean, | wouldn't let them get too friendly with you, especially the ones that are single and desperate, like
Martha back there."

"Why?"

"Marthafor one would not hesitate to jump your bones."

| think of the passage in the Bible where the prophet Ezekiel jumps up and down on a pile of skulls and
bones. The rapidity with which I am encountering new concepts is making me dizzy.

"What's wrong with you anyway?"

"Y ou need to speak clearly. | don't know what the phrase jump your bones means. It would be very helpful
if you were more literal.”

"Litera?"



"If you used words in accordance with their primary literal meaning, not their metaphorical meaning."
"I was being literal. Marthawould literally bounce on your bonesif she could."
"Oh." (page 54)

Marcelo isn't the only son working there over the summer. Arturo's partner, Mr. Holmes, has his son,
Wendéll, there as well--though not in the mail room. His son is helping out with actual cases. Marcelo
doesn't like Wendell--far from it--but his father insists that he should be friends with Wendell. Be friendly.
Be nice. But what his father doesn't particularly seem to care about is that Wendell iswell...ajerk...to put it
nicely. Wendell'sinterest in Jasmineisinfuriating. Marcelo may not know much in the ways of attraction,
love, and lust...but he knows the way Wendell talks about Jasmine is just plain wrong.

Can Marcelo survive the summer? Can he succeed according to his father's standards? Can he ever be
"accepted" by his coworkers--taken seriously? What will he learn about the 'real world? Will he decideto
become a part of it even if it means sacrificing elements of his dream world?

| just loved this book. Loved it. | loved Marcelo's voice. | loved his observations. | loved hisinteractions, his
conversations. | loved that his special interest was God, religion. | loved his intelligence; his way of
digesting the world and discerning for himself right from wrong. | loved his strength, his character. Hereisa
man with heart and soul, with substance. | loved that thisis a complex novel and a beautiful one.

Corinne says

| have alot of conflicting emations about this book.

The good: It'safast read and an interesting story. There's shades of gray, interesting moral dilemmas,
attention to detail that makes situations and characters come brilliantly to life, and a main character whose
situation isway intriguing. An autistic teenager who's gone to a school for disabled kids hiswhole life, and
now suddenly hasto adjust to working at his dad's law firm for the summer. There's alot of inherent conflict
and story in there, and for the most part, the book delivers.

| actually really loved reading about hiswork at the office, as I've been exactly where Marcelo was: autistic
teenager brought into the office because of her personal connection with the boss who goes from simple
copying to much more complex tasks. | appreciated the detail with which Stork described his work--the
challenges, his strengths, the way he could do the work but needed more time for it, his enjoyment at
organizing, everything.

| was really excited about this book for several reasons, primarily &) autistic protag!! b) Latino autistic
protag, which is great, as the usual portrayal of autism isvery, very white, c) Latino autistic protag who
ponders issues of religion and ethics, rather than making the entire conflict about his autism, and d) I've seen
alot of good things about the book's portrayal of autism and how it immerses you into Marcelo's PoV.

Unfortunately, that leads me into the bad, as d) is where the book started chafing at me. | particularly
struggled with the writing style and how it conveyed Marcelo's thoughts. Thisis adifficult thing to criticize,
becauseit's entirely possible that many autistic people do think this way, but to me, his point of view came
across as distant, almost mechanical. It read like the book was spoon-feeding "autistic reactions’ asif for a
neurotypical audience to digest--explaining everything for the "abled gaze," if you will.



By this, I'm referring to the way the book is chock-full of lineslike, "I like strong smells' and "Thisisan
unexpected response” and "l like this question" and "l do not know what to say to this." | want to believe
Marcelo's reactions, rather than be flat-out told about them. It kept me from connecting emotionally. And--as
an autistic person who reacts to some thingsin avery similar manner to Marcelo--I really, really wish | could
have felt that connection.

This "autism voice" would probably not have bothered me as much if | hadn't already come acrossit so
often. Again, I'm not saying autistic people don't think that way--that'd be preposterous, and | refuse to speak
for autistic people as awhole--but | do take issue with how common it seemsto bein fiction, as| don't feel
it's representative.

Some other autism-related parts made me wince, too, like afriend's reaction to hearing about the "internal
music" Marcelo has heard in his head for along time, but has stopped hearing now that he's working at the
law firm. "This ability you had before, that was out of thisworld. A specia gift, | don't know. What if it was
impossible for you to have it and be a regular person? Y ou don't hear the music anymore, but how you can
be flesh and blood like... me, for instance.”

Another quote: "M ar celo has never felt confusion before. It is painful. There is no peace. No certainty.”
In both cases, | don't think | need to explain why it bothered me.

Aninteresting note that | haven't seen mentioned often: Marcelo seems to be written as asexual. On one
hand, | am pleased with this, as we strongly need more asexual representation, including within the autism
spectrum. On the other hand, his asexuality never seemed to be explored as being alegitimate sexuality that
exists separately from his autism. | ended up unwillingly reading it as being a"side effect” of his autism,
rather than him simply happening to be both autistic and asexual. The fault may be with me, but | would
have really appreciated a sign that the author was aware of the pitfalls and stereotypes with regardsto linking
those two together.

As usual, the bad takes far more explanation than the good. | do think this book does alot of thingsright,
including about the autism: it never portrays Marcelo asill or wrong; it respects his point of view and
reactions; it doesn't demonize or infantilize his experiences at his school; he makes genuine friends and
connections; he has hobbies and interests; heis very aware of his privilege as being able to function in away
that's somewhat acceptable to society at large, unlike many of his classmates; et cetera.

So | would cautiously recommend this book--it's an interesting, quick read--but with reservations.

For amore positive look at the portrayal of autism in this book, check out s.e. smith's review at Disability in
Kidlit.

Claudia says

"Her belief isin her deeds." I'm paraphrasing, but one of the characters says this about Marcelo's mother
when he worries about her possible loss of faith. The more | thought about thisline, the more | realized it
applies to each character in this exquisite Y A novel. Marcelo's father, the high-powered, self-made lawyer,
wants to force Marcelo into the 'real world,' a place Marcelo, with his Aspergers, has been sheltered
from...His father believes the 'real world' will toughen Marcelo, make him more competitive. Well, the real



world does change Marcelo forever...he learns so much over the summer working in the mail room of his
father's law firm. He learns about betrayal, courage, rules, love, sex; he learns he's stronger than he ever
dreamed he was. Thisisacharacter who will live in my heart...Marcelo joins the real world, but he learns
our belief isin our deeds; he sees through their deeds into the hearts of the people he comes in contact with.

Morgan F says

It's not really athree, but wasn't quite afour.

Seventeen year old Marcelo Sandoval is different. He hears music no one else can hear, his socia
development is stumped, and his special interests include religion, classical music, and therapy ponies.
Marcelo islooking forward to a summer of working as a stable boy at Paterson, a school for kids with special
needs, when his father tells him that he must get out of his comfort zone and join the "real world" or else he
won't be able to go to Paterson for his senior year. The real world in this caseis hisfather's law firm's
mailroom where Marcelo will have to learn how to get along with Jasmine, his beautiful and quirky boss,
complete tasks on time, and wade the truth out of al the corporate muck.

| was atad disappointed in this book. It wasn't Marcelo. | loved him. | could read booksin his voice all the
time and never get sick of it. It's blunt, but honest and insightful. Marcelo was a great character, and the topic
of autsim didn't deter me either. | was quite excited to see how he would survive in an average person's
reality. | aso liked Jasmine and Arturo, as well as Marcel o's fluctuating relationships with them. | didn't like
Wenddll, but | wasn't supposed to. He was the designated douche.

Wheat | really didn't like was practically the entire middle part which consisted of the "legal thriller". There
was nothing thrilling about it. It was dull, and | found the discussions, both internal and external, to be dull
too. | just felt that out of all the paths that this book could have taken, why this one? | would have rather
liked to see it spent more on Jasmine and Marcelo's stay in Vermont, or with the Rabbi or something. | just
didn't like that part.

Marcelo was agreat character though, and overall the book was a worth-while experience. | recommend it to
anyone looking to get into the head of an autistic kid.

Oh, and the author's name is epic. Francisco X. Stork? Sounds like a James Bond character. | really hope it
isn't a pseudonym.

mary says
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Maggie Stiefvater says

| actually finished this book afew days ago, and aside from a general glow of well-being and happiness, |
wasn't sure what | thought of it. Wasit redly afive star book to go on my goodreads page? But then, after
recommending it once every single day since then, I'veredlized . . . yep, it is. It'saquiet book, thanksto the
subdued narration style on Marcelo's part, but it's a good one.

Marcelo isavery high-functioning autistic -- so high-functioning that even the label Asperger's doesn't quite
fit him. He has been "coddled", to a certain extent, all hislife, by being allowed to go to a school for autistic
children. Hisfather, a high-powered lawyer, thinksit's well past time for Marcelo to join the real world, as
he could've years before. In preparation, he has Marcelo get a summer job at his law office -- a crash course
in thereal world.

As someone who knows a handful of people very like Marcelo -- people with autistic tendencies more than
anything else -- | found this book very true and earnest and sweet. Some reviewers have complained that the
narration isinconsistent for an autistic narrator, and yes, it would be if Marcelo was truly autistic. But asis



mentioned several timesin the novel, hereally could be out in the world functioning if he hadn't gone to his
specialized school. | found the inconsistencies to be intentional, showing how Marcelo is making strides
towards becoming normal and then sliding back, and then stepping out again.

| found Marcel o a perfectly wonderful narrator -- kind, principled, and very, very honest with both the reader
and with others. Watching him "grow up" in the cutthroat atmosphere of the law office was at once heart
breaking and satisfying.

| definitely have been recommending this quiet book to all the introvertsin my life.
***wondering why al my reviews are five stars? Because I'm only reviewing my favorite books -- not every

book | read. Consider a novel's presence on my Goodreads bookshelf as a hearty endorsement. | can't believe
| just said "hearty." It sounds like a stew.***

Christine Jensen says

Approximate Interest Level/Reading Level: High School
Format: Chapter Book
Awards: ALA Best Book for Young Adults (2010), ALA Top Ten Best Books for Y oung Adults (2010)

At the insistence of hisfather, Marcelo, a male adolescent with a condition resembling Asperger’s
Syndrome, is forced to participate in the “real world” by working at hisfather’slaw firm over the summer.
Thetypical behaviors of autism, accompanied by atypical introspection and insight, leads Marcelo into the
position of contemplating amoral judgement that could ruin his father's law firm.

It may be my special education background, but | did not really like this book. The author never really fully
commitsto Marcelo’ s diagnosis, but leads to reader into thinking it is AS by giving the character some of the
more stereotypical behaviors associated with the disorder and ignoring the rest in order to create what seems
to meto be afalse tension and climax. Marcel0's characteristics felt inconsistent and in conflict, similar to an
oxymoron.

Disahility: Protagonist-Asperger's Syndrome

Lucy Lillianne says

http://lucy-lillianne.blogspot.cz/201...

T.V and Book Addict says

Marceloisa 17 year old guy who has an autistic-like condition, not necessarily Asperger's but similar. He
can hear musicin hismind, Internal Music (IM). It's like experiencing the feelings one gets when listening to
music, except without the music. Marcelo's "special interest” is religion. He often sees his mother's best



friend, afemale rabbi even though he's Catholic, to talk about religion and life. Marcelo livesin atree house,
has a dog called Namu, short for Namu Amida Butsu, a Buddhist prayer, so basically everytime you read his
name you are praying. Nifty huh?

So far he's been used to attending a school called Paterson for special needs students, but now his lawyer
father, Arturo, wants him to get out and experience the "real world" and if he can follow the "rules' he will
go to Oak Ridge High School after the summer, which of course Marcelo does NOT want to do because he
believes he will not fit in with the other students, but his father insist he work during the summer.

Thisis how he ends up working at his father's law firm in the mail room, alongside Jasmine and her beautiful
azure eyes.

Unfortunately Marcelo has to deal with quite afew problems:

-the a-holes he has to work with (so rude and cruel they can bel)

-the difficult decisions he keeps coming across

-the new discoveries he makes

-how to help the girl in a picture he found in a box marked "trash"

-what to do about one of the a-holes, Wedell who has "things" in mind about Jasmine

-figure out why he can't hear the IM anymore

Reading in Marcelo's POV was incredible. | loved how Stork chose to write this book in that format it makes
the reader really connect with Marcelo.

| loved that | could relate to Marcelo, not just because he is Hispanic like me, but because of what he goes
through. Okay I'm not autistic, but everyone goes through life and it's many complicated problems. It is
different for all of us though of course, but hey what can we do? :D

| think that we, those considered normal, are all abnormal and that Marcelo is the normal one. He is one of
the most amazing protagonists | have ever read about and | know | will be reading this book again. It
warmed my heart, it really did. This book is one of those books that changes your life and your way of
perceiving it.

Here are some of my favorite passages from the book, well the ones that don't spoil anything:

"'Help you for what? Auroraasked. | missed an opportunity to tell her that it would help me to be like her.
That the way sheis strong and gentle on behalf of the children will be my way as well. The road seems long.
Another year of high school, then college, then a degree in nursing and then work- doing what | can to lessen
the hurt in the world. But where? There has to be a place where | belong.”

Warning-Warning-Warning -this next passage contains pg-13 material so beware!

"He was till terrified when he rode The Big Woodie [aroller coaster:], but he did it. When he got out, |
asked if he was okay. Y ou know what he said?' -Aurora, Marcelo's mom

"No"-Marcelo

"Hesaid, 'I'll tell you when my bolas drop back in their sack.’ Then he smiled this huge smile and said, ‘Now
| can die happy." Auroralaughsto herself. | laugh also. | like it when Aurora occasionally uses bad words.
Bolas, | know, is a Spanish slang word for testicles. (They also teach us these kind of things at Paterson.) But
as soon as| finish laughing, | try to figure out why Aurora chose to tell me this memory of hers at this
particular point. | can tell that she is hoping that | will get to the moral of the story on my own. But the story
has various messages and | don't know which one to pick. Is Auroratrying to tell me that the law firmislike
ascary roller coaster ride where my own testicles will travel up to my throat, figuratively speaking? | have
no ideawhat thisfeelslike, but | sincerely hope thisis not the case.



YOU WILL ENJOY THISBOOK IFYOU LIKE:

-The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time by Mark Haddon
-reading about autism

-POV of asemi-autistic person

-life changing novels

-aprotagonist you'll want to have in your life

-unforgettable novels

-humor

-sadness

-reading about the cruelty of the world

-coming of age novels

-love

-music

-reading about religion

-unpredictable novels (gotta love surprises)

-heart warming novels

-must reads :D

-BlessMe Ultima by Adolfo Anaya (I was reminded of this novel)

Thomas says

Absolutely stunning. | haven't read a book worthy of five starsin awhile, and | am so grateful to my friend
for recommending thisto me.

Marcelo hears music that no one else can. He has been diagnosed with an impairment similar to autism, but
higher-functioning - he can process things but it takes him time, and he is able to adapt to socia situations
through learning and experience. However, thisis not enough to satisfy his father, a powerful and persuasive
lawyer. His father decides to have Marcelo work in the mail room of his law firm for the summer, giving him
ataste of the real world. He meets Jasmine, his beautiful and no-nonsense coworker, and learns of the greed,
jealousy, and beauty of mankind.

This book touched me. There are many words to describe what Stork has achieved created with Marcelo in
the Real World: poignant, profound, glorious... but when it comes down to it, thisis a book that reveals the
truth of human nature in its darkest and most illuminated form.

Protagonists like Marcelo only come once in a blue moon - so perfectly toned in voice and dialogue, yet
flawed enough to make the reader empathize with him. He has amental illness similar to Asperger's, but it
provides him with an even more secular view of the world. Thought-provoking, inspiring, and even
humorous at times, readers will cheer for Marcelo throughout this book and beyond it.

Want to read more of my reviews? Follow me here.

Mike says



Thisisthe best YA book I've read in along, long time. It's the kind of book that makes me sad that the
majority of the genre isfilled with gimmicks and pandering, because it's always had the potential to be so
much more. This book hit a bit close to home for me, but even if you're not compelled by the same moral
issuesthat Marcelois, | still think thisis just awonderful book that you'll probably enjoy.

vy Bookqueen says

This book is good but not for me

Okay herel go

Hisfather is plain mean like he did understand him

When Marcel o wanted to go with Jasmine to visit her dad Marcelo 's dad made alot excuses like Jasmine
didn't she was not there for three whole days

| like Jasmine

She was just nice to Marcelo and care about him

Than there was a Wendell

Wendell was trying to make friends with Marcelo but he was just using him to Jasmine to club
Marcelo was the best character

The thing about him is he had to learn to accept the changesin life

Even though it was hard for him to understand the real world he didn't give up he just went for it
What | learned:.

Change can be hard but sometimes we have to move on and fight

C.G. Drewssays

Gosh. ANOTHER book | had a super hard timerating. | really loved the character swriting, but the plot?
Ugh. It was not my thingat all. | have alot of problems with thisbook. | loveit alot, but I'm giving it a
3. Am | confusing you? Okay, okay. Let'stalk about this.

The characterswere simultaneoudly brilliant and frustrating. The narrator is Marcelo. He's about 16
(I'm not sure, exactly, but he'll be entering hislast year of high school after the summer). He's on the
Apserger's Spectrum and hears music in his head. | like how he's portrayed. Compared to other AS books, it
feelsjust asreal and compelling. | loved how Marcel o though...his problem solving, the way he interacted
with people. (I kind of related to him alot, too. But. Whatever.) So what bugged me? Mostly his parents.

His mum was fantastic! She was so sweet and kind. She never got riled, even though Marcelo would be a
very hard person to relate to and live with. She just loved him through everything. I. LOVE. HER. | think
there should be more parents like thisin literature. Because alot of kids DO have super awesome parents
who work hard to relate to their kids and care for them. These parents shouldn't be a minority! So, the
problem? Well, first off, Marcello's parents were "Arturo” and "Aurora" and | don't know about you, but |
got them confused aLOT. And then Marcelo'sdad wasa real straight-down-the-line dude who drove
me CRAZY. Hewasjust so...argh! Everything was as-he-saw it. He wanted Marcelo to "enter the real
world". Which was the world HE lived in. None of this Marcelo-is-different-and-that's-okay. | felt the dad
was so ashamed of hisson. It hurt me so bad. PLUS, get this, he wanted to pull Marcelo out of Paterson
(whichisthe school Marcelo's goneto for all hislife) and send him to a public school for hislast year of
high school. There is SO MUCH wrong with this, it drives me crazy! First of all, you don't up-end any kid.



Changing schools can be areally traumatic experience. And if Marcelo has AS, then routine is everything.
(And he saysthis al throughout the book.) But the dad doesn't want him in a"special school". He wants
Marcelo to be "in the real world". | think he's narrow minded and | spent alot of the book being very angry
at him. Auroramakes up for the dad though.

Okay! Sorry. Little rant there. On to other things?

Thewriting wasfantastic! | loved the crispness of it. There's next to no detail, except for the super
important stuff. And Marcelo has areal unique angle, so it's very interesting to read. | loveit.

Theplot? To be honest, it was all over the place. Maybe it reflected real life fine, but for abook, | felt like
the author was never sure what he wanted to accomplish. At first it was about Marcelo's mental music. Then
it was about Marcel0's obsession with religion (which was very interesting, but didn't go into ludicrious
detail, so if you're not into religion, you probably will still be okay). THEN it was about being alawyer and
complicated lawyer-politics. THEN it was about relationships with people and...you see what | mean? | think
all of these could be melded together better. Asit was, it seemed ragged. And we got everything in blocks. It
didn't all weave through. Like there's next-to-no mention of the mental music after the beginning. | was sad
about that, because | really love musical books.

Allin all, it'san excellent book and totally worth reading. If you loved "The Curious Case of The Dog
in the Night-Time" you will probably like this. Although I don't think they're on the same level (this one
lacks a bit). | loved the unique perspective and the end almost made me cry. Marcelo is the best.




