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A Humble Philosophy for Great Success
“Get an education, get off Petain Street, and amount to something.” These are the words that Ruthi Postow
Birch’s father said to her when she was a little girl living on a red-dirt road in Pritchard, Alabama, a town
that straddled the poverty line. And that is exactly what she did. How to Build a Piano Bench is Ruthi’s
humorous and heart-warming story about growing up in southern Alabama, the life lessons she learned there,
and how she applied that knowledge to build a successful business in Washington, DC. Full of anecdotes and
advice on how to use both your strengths and weaknesses to work to your advantage, this wonderful story
will inspire and delight anyone who has ever had a dream to be something bigger than what they are.
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From Reader Review How to Build a Piano Bench for online ebook

David McClendon, Sr says

Watch this on YouTube
Manian Debil Productions is located in Wharton, Texas. We tell you this because the author of How to Build
a Piano Bench: Lessons for Success from a Red-Dirt Road in Alabama, Ruthi Postow Birch, spent a small
part of her early life living in Wharton, Texas. This tells us personally that she came a very long way, from
the bottom of the heap, in a very short time.

How to Build a Piano Bench is not about building a piano bench, but then again it is. The author explains this
and uses this as a way to teach a very important lesson.

This book is part autobiography, part life lesson, part lesson in how to sell, and all entertaining. The author
tells some very entertaining and often funny stories. Each story makes a point. If you aren’t careful, you just
might learn something.

We give How to Build a Piano Bench all five stars and two artichokes (you will have to read the book to
understand that). It is very well-written and probably one of the most entertaining books we have read in a
very long time. Many passages out of this book were read to our family because we found them so
interesting and funny.

This book actually fits in both our niche blogs because it is about business AND personal growth. This
would make a great gift for any person you know in leadership or management. It would also make a great
gift for any parent who is feeling less than perfect. It would make a great gift for any teacher, past or present.
In fact, this book would make a great gift for just about anyone.

We were sent a complimentary copy of this book. We are under no obligation to write any review, positive
or negative.

We are disclosing this in accordance with the Federal Trade Commission's 16 CFR, Part 255.

Kathy Heare Watts says

I won a copy of this book during a Goodreads giveaway. I am under no obligation to leave a review or rating
and do so voluntarily. So that others may also enjoy this book, I am paying it forward by donating it a local
library.

Sara Strand says

Normally not a book that I would pick up if I'm walking through a book store, mostly because I feel like
these are so hit and miss as far as taking something away from it. Also, once you read it, you read it, it just
sits on my shelf and I never pick it up again. I have seen this show up in my recommended reads list, I've



seen it on review lists, and each time I thought about it.... so finally I figured a book that keeps showing up
places is showing up for a reason, I'll give it a try. I'm at a point in my life where I will take anything that can
help me with some self help and reflection, so I gave this a try.

The book starts with young Ruthi, growing up in a seemingly poor community in Alabama. She learns from
a young age that if something needs to be done you do it, one step at a time. There is always the right next
step to every problem. We get a sense of the family dynamic and how she grew up, which (as described on
the cover) heavily shaped who she became as an adult, but also how she grew into her career. All of her
challenges aren't unique to her, they are all things many of us encounter, especially if you're a mother trying
to develop your career into something you can be proud of and have a sense of accomplishment.

Some things that I found hard to work with is that it is more of a business how to versus a memoir. It's a
business how to with memoir touches, if you will. Also, some of the sentences throughout the book feel
stunted and choppy, like an entire paragraph could have been reduced to one really well constructed
sentence.

Things I loved? I really loved the sentimental connection to the dirt road she grew up. She richly describes it
so you can perfectly imagine it. She gives you a picture of her home, her family, all of the interactions and
you feel like you're a visitor to the home. I identified with her in that, while it wasn't easy and they weren't
rich, she was rich in so many other things. Instead of looking at her childhood and how she grew up as a
disadvantage or something to be embarrassed of, she was proud, it shows how far she came by her own work
and by making good choices and learning from failure. Easily my favorite part of the book is the last chapter,
aptly named Leftovers. It has advice that any of us can use, whether we're in business or not, and it reminded
me so much of things the volunteers I used to work with would say. They were all senior citizens and they
really loved to give insight and advice, and I learned to listen to them because they knew what they were
saying. They had a perspective and a view from an angle I couldn't yet see, one you can only have with time.

Overall? It was a good book, a solid 3/5 stars for me. Is it one that I had some take away from? Yes,
absolutely. Is it one I'll pull off the shelf and re-read again and again? Not likely. Is it one I'd recommend for
a college graduate? Absolutely. I really think this would make a great graduation gift, or maybe even a
"you're starting college- use this to guide you" because so many of these things can apply to them and their
older selves. Frankly, we could all use this at some point.


