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Sork Mountain tells the story of ayoung Bulgarian immigrant who, in an attempt to escape his mediocre life
in America, returns to the country of his birth. Retracing the steps of his estranged grandfather, a man who
suddenly and inexplicably cut all contact with the family three years prior, the boy finds himself on the
border of Bulgariaand Turkey, a stone's throw away from Greece, high up in the Strandja Mountains. Itisa
place of pagan mysteries and black storks nesting in giant oaks; a place where every spring, possessed by
Christian saints, men and women dance barefoot across live coals in search of rebirth. Here in the mountains,
the boy reunites with his grandfather. Here in the mountain, he fallsin love with an unobtainable Muslim
girl. Old ghosts come back to life and forgotten conflicts, in the name of faith and doctrine, blaze anew.

Sork Mountain is an enormously charming, syly brilliant debut novel from an internationally celebrated
writer. It isanovel that will undoubtedly find a home in many readers' hearts.
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From Reader Review Stork Mountain for online ebook

Keith Currie says

Where three countries meet

The Strandja Mountains which lie on the borderlands of Bulgaria and Turkey are the setting for this
remarkable and very enjoyable novel.

An anonymous young American graduate student travels to the obscure village where his Bulgarian
grandfather has moved without reference to the rest of the family some years previously. This apparently
decent young man quickly finds himself embroiled in mystery and intrigue when he meets among others his
Grandpa, the local imam, his rebellious daughter and discovers that in the past, the village was a centre for
fire walkers of mixed Bulgarian and Greek origin. Why does the Christian half of the village lie empty while
the Muslim is full? What events in the past led to the end of the fire dance and the exodus of the Christians?
How was Grandpa involved? Why has he bought up all the derelict housesin the village? Why does the
imam want him to sell? Why do the young Muslim girls exhibit a maniafor the defunct fire dance?
Thisisavery clever novel which kept me reading through revelation after shocking revelation. Nothing here
isquite what it appears. Expect ulterior motives, secrets, lies, crimes and acts of violence. The reader will
learn much of the history of this much abused and exploited region and of differences which are historical,
ethnic, religious and above all, familial. There are cunning parallels from Grandpa s past to the young
American’s present. What do we learn from the past? — perhaps, not very much.

Miroslav Penkov isaterrific story teller, above all, and | recommend this novel to anyone who lovesto
immerse themselves in another world.

Sve says

| was curuious to read Penkov's second book, after the well celebrated 'East of the west'. | wanted to read the
English version as | was wondering why someone would chose to write in alanguage other than their native
one.

My opinion of Penkov's writing was confirmed - his style is beautiful and well- polished, embelished with
attractive words that, | am sure, does the job of impressing the average reader. Y et, this writing feels too
much like a college paper, graded with an A, rather than a piece that is deeply heartfelt.

That, however, is not the main problem in this book. "Stork Mountain" simply doesn't tell a convincing story.
A grown-up boy coming back to meet his grandpa, reconnect with his past...a great start...but then comes all
the nestinari/storks/communi sm/heartbreak pieces. It seems the author tried to do a puzzle but somehow the
pieces didn't fit, at least for me.

I do not know how much time Penkov spent researching on the book and talking to local people in Strandja,
but at times it feels that he just sat and wrote the book without his foot stepping out of his office.

A question that remains unanswered for me is 'Who is this book meant for? If it is meant to appeal to
Bulgarian imigrants...then it will probably strike a sensitive cord or two. In any case, if it does reach to a
larger audience, | will be really happy. Although | hope Penkov's next book is better.

Sophie says



MTIOPE? N KEVIPIK? IGTOP?0 TOU pubiotop?uatoc Tou Penkov va Bup?2(el KAOGIK? KI 206X
TETPLUUVN QAN CN EVNALK2W0NG EV2C VEAPO? BOPAYOpOL PETOV?0TH 0 OTIO?0C YUP?2(El OTNV
TITP?00 TOU, WOT?00 Ol KAOGIK?C aUT?2C A @NYNUOTIK?C LOPP?E XPNOIUOTOIOVTOL WG EGAAT?PI0
OTIA?G, WG VA KOUB?2C VIO V0 OKOTEIV? KI OVEIPIK? LUBIOT?pNUO YEU?TO BOAKAVIK?G IOTOP?EC KA
Bp7Aouc.

Mup?ovtag atnv KAEIGO?pa 0 TIPWTOYWVIOT?C ?PXETAL AVTIL?TWITOG ME U700V, TNV TOYOVIOTIK?
TEAETOLPY?A TLV AVACTEV?PN AWV, TNV I0TOP?0 KATACTPOY?E KI avay?yvnong Tou T?rmou Tou, TI(
AINYy?0e1¢ A Tov KATETY K?20Ta Kal TN 8e? AVTA, AAA? KAl LE TNV KOIVOVIK? TRAYUOTIK?2TNTA TOU
T?1mou Tou.

Op?KeC, 2AAnveG Kal Pwua?ol, ZA?Bol, Bo?Ayapol Kal To?pKol - W?vo 2001 eV
T?paoayV TOT? AT TN ZTP?VTLA eV 2@PnoaV TT200w TOUC EPE?TIA. [170€C Pop?¢ £7XE
y?vel o1?xtn n KAeloo?pa; M?0eg gop?¢ TNV €2Xav Eavaxt?oel ol 2vBpwro? tng, oav
VO TOUG ?TPEPE VO TO TE?GUA; AGE2VAL QUT? TO GXOAE?0 G?UPBOAO TNC EAELBEP?AC
MOC, TNG AVTOX?C MAG, £7XE dlOKNP?EEl K?TOTE 0 KATET?V K?20Ta. KI ag y?vel at?Xtn Ba
10 ova@tl 260V e, 70TE va UTop?0el N KAELoO?pa va EavayevvnBe?. 26TIOU OTO T?A0(¢
-MET? AT? ?AN QUT? TNV KATAOTPOP? - N AVOIKOJ?UNGCN TOU OXOAE?0L £7XE KATUA?EE
VA U CNUO?VEl T?T0TA PANO TIP? KOK? T?XN: av EOVAXTIOTE? TO GXOAE?0, TIOA?

YP?2Yopad N @wtl? 8o YUP?0El VA TO KATAK ?YIEL.

To HOT?B0 TNC EAELBEPTOC, TIOL EVAIL KA TO BEUEAI2DEC TOU KEIUMVOUL, EKPP?LETAL WPAAOV T1O
EAWTTA AT TOLE BNAUKO?C XOPAKT?PEC TOL BIPA?0L. H €€ epon TN EA?Q ("?Xw KoupaoTe? va
@OP?W HAVT?PAEC KA VO TNYA VW OTO TAW?, VA LOL P?PETAI O TIIT?PAC UOL AEC Kal €2ual 70, oav
TP?BATO ? 0av KATO?KA. E2Ual yuvaka. AV2KW 0€ LVA.") KI 0 ayVa¢ TNE YA QUY? OVTOVAKANTAI
oTNV 1oToP?0 TNG MUBIK?C BE?¢ AVTA, N OTID?0 ETIIVACTE? EVAVT?0V TOU TT?PA TNE Kl 20TEPA
UTIOT?00ETAL, LETOQOPIK? OAA? KOl KUPIOAEKTIK?, OTOV EPOCT? TNC, OPO? EKENVOC BP?0KETAI
OEUVOC OTIC TAEEOPDEC TV HOAAIV TNC.

Moap?AANAQ KI O TITUTO?G TOL TIPWTAYWVIOT? BP?0KETAL SEUVOC, KOUPBAA?El TO B?00C VG
TPEABTOC TIOL TPOCTIOE? VA TIPOCTATE?CEL, EV? TO OPANHUUA TOL 7pWa, VO TAXOE? Had? e TOV
TOTUO? TOU KO I VA OYVIGTE? VIO va dlATNP?0€l TNV TPAN WG ?XEl ?va ETITPAYEL OTN CYXPOVN
Bropunxav?a va e1oXwp?0el Kol va T dloBp?oEl.

OULU?OBNKO TOUCG TEANPYO?C TIOU 2@TAVOV OTNV TIPAN WNA? TTVW ATT TIC OT2YEC TGV
OTOTI?V KOI TGV TIOAUKATOIKI?V, VO AVERAVOUVY TI2VW OTO BEPU? PE?UATA TOL O?pa,
KOl Ol K?KAOI VO Y?VoVTal OAO?V0 TOO HEY?AOL, TIO YEU?TOI E K?0€ V7?0 TEAGPY? TIOU
2@rave. Kal Bup?6nKa Tg TOUC TIPOKOAOLBO?00 UE ATT? TO MTIIAK VL OC KL O
TOITUO?¢ PWTo?0€: "Maid? pou, Tolog TEAAPY?C €700l €07;"

O Miroslav Penkov yevw?0nke atn BouAyoap?a TIV PETAVOOTE?0El OTIC HVWUVEG MoAITE?e¢ TO 2001.
210 Bouv? T TEAGPY, TEPIOTPZPOVTOI TIDAA?C IOTOP?EC TALT?XPOVA, TPARVTAC TOV avayw?0Tn
o€ OO POPETIK?C K?0E op? KATELONVOEIC, AVAUECN OTO TIIPEABV Kl TO TPV, TNV 10TOP?0 KAl TO
1?00, TO U700 KAl TNV TPAYUATIK?2TNTA, K?2XPLE 2TOL Ol YPAUU?C YVouv B0A?C, cvopa akaB?plota:
a&loonUE?wWTN N TOTIOB?TNON TOL HUBICTOPUNTOC O LA OTT? TIC CLUVOPIAK G {NVEC TNC
BouAyop?0¢. O TIPOOWTIK?TNTEG OAA? KAL 1N TIOPE?N TWV XOPOKT?PWY E€VAI CUVUPACUNVEG UE
OPXO7eC 1OTOP?EC KO OIKOYEVELAK 2C APNY?0€IC, PAEC BaBI? pt{WUNVEC GTO TOTT?0 TWV BOUVN TV
STPVTLA, TO OTT2TI TV HA?pWV TEAAPY?Y, TWV OVACTEV?PNOWY KOl TGV GUVEXIOTV TOYAVIOTIKN



T PAS?0EWV.

Mov?UopEo KI ATUOC@AIPIK?, TO pUBioT?pnua tou Penkov Bout? ae Va oduvnp? TIPEAB, Ta
YEYOV?TO TOU OTID?0U {EXVOVTAIL KOl OTO TPV, KAl TIPOKOAE? TA EPWTUATA: Z€ TIOIO Babu?
€2U00TE KATAJIKAOUAVOL VO OV ?00UE TO TPEAB?Y, VO TO LETAP?POVIE Ha{? UOC; Z€ TOIO
ONUE?0 TP?TEI VA LTIOXWP?00UE KAl VO TO O @00V UE EAEPDEPO;
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foteini_dl says



Op?KeC, 2AAnveg Kal Pwua?ol, ZA?Bol, Bo?Ayapol Kal To?pKol - W?vo 2001 dev TI?pacay ToT? aTr?
N ZTPp?2vTda OV ?2@naoav TT?20W TOUG EPE?TIA.

O Penkov, xpnolpoToI VTAG WE 370N TNV 10TOP?0 EV?C VENPO? BO?AYOPOL TIOL QUYE Vid TNV
AUEPIK? (PTC KOl 0 2010G 0 CLYYPAP?0C) KAl ETICTPPEL OTO XWPI? TOU, KATATI VETAL HE PANA, TIOA?
110 EVAla@?povTa, B2uata.

O1 3080076, Ol HOYWOVE?EC KAL TA (LETA)PUOLIK? GTOIXE?D TIOL €AV AL VTOVA 0 AUT? TO TP?TO
HLBLOT?pN U TOL Penkov, (¢ Ta OTOLXE?0 EKEAA TIOU GUVO?0LV VAV T?TO KAl TOUG avOp?Iroug e
TO TPEAB, TO TPV, (AK?UA) KAl TO W?AA0V. H avt?otaon dla@opeTiK? (Kal 201wy, TAUT?Xpova)
TOAITIOU O0TO XpV0. H BouAyop?a Tou BP?0KETAL OTO OT?010 TNE MET?BAONC OTI? TOV COCIOAIOU?
OTOV KATITAALOM?, eV? TO W2AA0V dlayp?getal af?Balo. H dladikao?o TV ETvVATTPIoN0?. O
?pwrag.

?Aa aQUT? 0dNYONV @' VA OVOIXT? OE EPUNVE?EC T?A0C, TIOU OE OVEI ATIVT?0EIC.

AA YONTEVTIK? HUBIOT?PN A, ?PEC-?PEC LUCTIKIOTIK?, TIOU UTIIVEL ETIL0 OTO X7PTN NG
BaAkavik?¢ Aoyotexv2ac.

Y oan Zapryanov says
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M akis Dionis says

OpXeg, 2AANVeC Kal Pwpa?ot, ZA?Bot, Bo?Ayapol kat To?pKol- A0 2001 Ogv T12pacav aT? Tnv
STPTLA deV 2Pnoav TI?0W TOUG EPE?T

Bevt?ta.
POAKA?p.
OpnokoAnya.
Moyyovieg
MoAITIK?.
EruB?won

ZWw? o€ K70 K@avaon, TP?AN TN QI?XEI0 O€ TGN KAl LUOA?

K?0g op? 1oL TEBOVEL VA AVAOTEV?PNG VAC TEACPY?C BYOaVEL OTI? TO OLY? O€ A QAL ?. K?20g
QOpP? TV TEBAVEI VAC TEAAPY?S, VAC TVPORATNC YEVVI?TalL

VA TOPAU?01 (?) TIOL 200 T?20W G€ Y?pIEl PANO T?00 TIPAKOTW OE TIPOXWPZEL. H TEPITI?TEIA TEAIK?



Bp?oKeTal p200 HOG.
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v Sandi [Jsays

3.5 stars

Thisreview isrealy tough for me. | have thought about it for a few days now and it has not gotten any
better. Thereis so much | loved about this book, but yet... it also had its drawbacks. It is a simple story, told
in abeautiful prose. And although the wording was beautiful, it at times became very weighty. Thereis so
much back story told in this book. Back story is definitely needed here, but | felt that the girth of backstory
considerably weighed down the overall rhythm.

The theme of the stork, coming, nesting and leaving, is thread throughout the story in many characters. The
traditions of the Nestinari and the Bulgarian culture, from the forming of the village to the Tsars to the
present was interesting. The portions of the story given over to the Grandfather and the Grandson moved
most smoothly and propelled the story.

An American student, broke and in debt, travels to the Standja Mountains in Bulgaria looking for his missing
Grandfather. He plans to sell off hisinheritance of 20 acres of prime land to help pay for his huge student
loan. His destination is the village of Klisura. What he went looking for is not what he found. What he found



was his Grandfather, a girl who broke his heart, protection for the storks, and finally himself.

Elena says
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L ubinka Dimitrova says

Admittedly, I'm the perfect target group reader for this book, not only for being susceptible to the nostalgia
of the people who left Bulgaria many years ago, but also for the shared memories of the historical agein
which |, the writer and many others grew up. That'swhy | could easily relate to awhole lot of things the
writer mentions in passing, which is not a given for many other readers. He manages to intertwine the
political and the mystical, the personal and the national, the historical and the spiritual, in unexpected ways,
and creates a picture of my country that truly speaksto me. I'm aware of the numerous flaws that others have
mentioned, the excessive "national-local” colorfulness, the repetitiveness of many details, the uncalled for
diminutives for ailmost everything, not to mention the factual errors (especially the imam-muezzin mix-up),
but at the end of the day, | enjoyed the book immensely, | found (once again) Miroslav Penkov's writing
style mesmerizing and utterly engrossing, and | seriously consider reading his own tranglation of the book
into Bulgarian.

(I wish he'd shown the same attention to details for the audio narration of the book though - Sof'iais totally
out of place here).




