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Colonel Nobody (The Boy Colonel) and the Stoning twins (Brothers at Arms) are back! Outlawed for a
crime he did not commit, the ''Boy Colonel'' must seek pardon by finding witnesses to his supposed crime in
the whaling fleet off Greenland's coast. But his plans go awry when his search amidst the fjords and shifting
ice-mountains leads him into a hidden valley peopled by descendants of a Roman expedition lost during
Nero's reign.

When twins Lawrence and Chester Stoning arrive with news of Queen Victoria's ultimatum, Colonel
Nobody must decide whether to stay and protect the colony's persecuted Christians or venture to escape with
the proof needed to save his best friend from hanging. Or will he survive the settlement's horrors long
enough to do either?
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From Reader Review Secret of the Lost Settlement: The Duty of
Warriors for online ebook

Alicia Willis says

14+ for violence and mature themes.
5 Stars.

Get ready for a thrilling escapade - one whose perilous themes will linger in your heart for long after you've
read it. It's definitely an improbable, bold adventure. If you enjoyed the previous two installments in the Men
of Grit Series, you'll be certain to enjoy this novel.

This book was different from the other two books in the series, at least to me. It felt much more masculine,
as if it were meant for guys. Horn's writing style has always been more bold and blunt, but this novel felt
especially so. And the violence was definitely kicked up a few notches. I enjoyed it a great deal, but it does
lean on the guy side as far as books go.

On a historical level, I was very happy! This book felt and was very well researched. I even learned some
new facts! Of course, as a historian myself, I could quibble over tiny details, but they were a matter of
individuality. Every historian has different takes on things. I felt the ancient Roman settlement was very well
portrayed. (Hence my 14+ rating.) Topics such as abortion, slavery, and flogging were covered, naturally
from an edifying Christian worldview.

I liked the story-line very much. It wasn't a "fluff" book. It was real, gripping, and young men in particular
could learn a lot from the godly characters depicted. On the more controversial topics (such as deceiving
one's enemy), Horn always explained from the Bible why the characters were doing right. One thing I liked
was that this wasn't a happily-ever-after story. I cannot say I was surprised by the ending. Horn tends to give
subtle hints about where the story is going, which I like. And the end portrayed the duty of true warriors in a
very godly, honest fashion.

I didn't cry, but there were several times (especially the end) where my heart was pounding and I felt sick.
Good books do that to you. They make you think and come away changed. This is such a book. I recommend
it to historical-fiction fans, history buffs, and young men with a heart to learn about the true duty of warriors.

I received this book from the author in exchange for my honest review. I was under no obligation to write a
positive review. The sentiments herein are entirely my own.

Melissa says

This was not my favorite of the three in the series, though it was still a quick read with lots of adventure and
many twists and turns. Be aware that there are some dark subjects throughout, and quite a bit of fighting.
Some of the important issues addressed were sanctity of life (even those born with mangled bodies), faithful,
real love, chivalry, trust in God, and defense of family. There was some good humor and good switching
between characters. Overall an exciting read, if a bit depressing (which is somewhat called for with the
subject matter).



Micaiah says

THIS BOOK IS FANTASTIC. (might update my review sometime. we shall see.)

As most of you probably know by now, John J. Horn is my favorite author. He's an incredible writer, and I'm
a huge fan. Brothers at Arms? Easily my favorite fictional book. Each of his novels weave together
adventure, heart-pounding action, humor, and a whole lot of great story-telling, along with Christian morals
and faith messages.

But Secret of the Lost Settlement was so completely different than his last two books. The message was bold
and John didn't shy away from delving into it. The message is what this book is all about. The duty of
warriors? This is it.

I think that's sort of what I loved about it.

I cried, I laughed, and I hurt. Both times I've read it I've been entwined into the character's lives and the
story. Horn has an amazing writing style - he knows how to craft a well-told tale. All of his books are
adrenaline-pumping adventures set in exotic locations.

You know what, I'll take a detour and talk about locations for a sec. (Random? Maybe a little.)

All three books in this series have really amazing settings - the jungles of Peru, the frozen steppes of Siberia,
and the icy mountain ranges of Greenland. (Now, whenever I hear someone talking about Peru or Siberia, I
perk up...haha!) I love the settings!

Back to Secret.

The characters? They're all back - with a few new additions, of course. Colonel Nobody, ever his super-
serious self, is even more so in this book - but for a reason. All of the trials that Noble goes through in this
novel he deals with incredibly well. He stands strong, and in the midst of it all he still is gallant and brave.

Now, Law: he is so different in this book! He's matured. There's a part near the end where he steps up to save
Pacarina, and he fights Roman soldiers by himself. He fights soldiers. If you guys have read Brothers at
Arms, then you'll know why this is so cool.

Chester is ever his impetuous, fun-loving self. And he gets an upgrade on The Eyesore, much to Lawrence's
chagrin. (Love it!) Chester is such a great character.

Jacques and O'Malley? Well, I can safely say they haven't changed much, even in the midst of being
outlawed. Jacques doesn't take to Chester very well (but then he finds out who the Stonings are in relation to
his beloved Colonel Nobody, and things quickly turn in the opposite direction).

John handles his themes well, never going into so much detail you would want to put the book down. There
are much more mature elements in this book because of the Romans and their horrid practices, but again,
they're handled pretty well.



I must admit I was partially disappointed that the series suddenly became much more serious overall in this
novel. Sure, there's the always-present humor that I love about John's novels, but it feels heavier.

Why I Recommend This:

The message; the characters; the story. The message...of doing the right thing, making the right choice, even
when the outcome isn't what you'd hoped it would be. The characters...who stand strong when the odds seem
impossible. They don't give up. They fight for the right and for the innocent and for the just cause. The
story...is bittersweet and will most likely touch you deeply and leave you in tears.

It's a historical, adventurous, God-honoring, sometimes nerve-racking ride that you won't soon forget.

Suzannah says

This book held a lot of potential. John J Horn seems to have been nourished on exactly the right sort of book,
with all the bloody grit of Beowulf tossed into the blender with the outrageous swashbuckling adventure of
Rider Haggard and the earnestness of Ballantyne and Henty. When he gets the balance right, as he did in
Brothers at Arms, his writing and plotting shines. However, there are things he doesn't do particularly well--
yet.

The most obvious flaw in this particular book was the handling of the themes. The themes are all excellent,
of course, and I loved the author's regard for the Word. John uses his novels as--well, as war games, if I may
use the metaphor again. Unlike many modern-day authors, John never shies away from forcing his characters
through tough ethical problems which they have to solve with Scriptures. That's the stuff of real dramatic
tension, and it makes for excellent plotting. Unfortunately, the themes in this book usually felt laboured and
awkward. There were a number of places where the author's concern for strict theological correctness
seemed to overwhelm the flow of the plot, the integrity of the characters, or the believability of the setting.

Read the rest of my review, and an interview with the author, at my blog, Vintage Novels.

Sarah Grace Grzy says

4.5 stars.

*is NOT okay* *is still glaring at author* *is still glaring at friend who loaned me this and didn't give me
warning* :D

WOWWWWZAAAAAAAA. Just wow. I can't even. OH MY GOODNESS! This book is one wild ride after
another! I'm not sure I even breathed while reading this. As I've mentioned in a previous review of this
series, while these books are quite unrealistic, they are still a ton of fun, and somehow just "work". I'm not a
fan of unrealistic adventure stories, or adventure stories in general, really, but this was so . . . just crazy fun! I
stayed up wayyy to many nights to finish it. This author's talent is suspense and action! And it wasn't all
action either - there was a lot of heart in it too! I sobbed through the ending. Because I TOTALLY did not
see it coming! O:O And Lawrence and Pacerina are ADORABLE, as is Chester, and Nobody and his
betrothed, too. <3 <3



If you love adventure stories, I highly recommend this! And even if you don't . . . maybe still give it a try?
You might like it. I did.

CONTENT NOTE: (view spoiler)

Mikayla says

[But in the en

Rachel Parrott says

"Secret of the Lost Settlement" is a wild adventure that is fun and original. Even though I have not
previously read any of John Horn’s books with these characters, the short introductions provided just enough
to get me right into the story where this volume picks up.

My copy came through Goodreads First Reads.

Jeremiah says

I really liked it, though I was sad at points. I would very much recommend this whole series. I think its safe
to say these are my favorite books, and John J. Horn has become my favorite author. So if you like fiction,
adventure, action, and humor than you should read this series.

Bekah says

This book was amazing. It was fun to be reunited with old characters and I was soon chuckling at the humor
this author very seamlessly wove into this story to provide comic relief in a very intense, yet wonderful,
godly story.

What I Liked: This was a story with godly truths mixed in very well. I quickly became lost in the story as
Colonel Nobody began his journey to find six crewman of the ship "Miriam" to prove his innocence and get
his friend, Edmund, out of jail before he is sentenced. When Nobody and his men accidentally stumble upon
an ancient Roman civilization where the people are seemingly unaware that there's a world beyond their
valley, Nobody realizes that he's in danger of never getting home.

The cruelty, wickedness, and horror of the Roman empire was depicted very well in this book, but it was also
done tastefully. It seemed to give a very accurate view of what ancient Rome was like, but this author didn't
go too far and wasn't too graphic, even though the selfishness, greed, wickedness, and immorality of the
people in this valley were not masked.

I was cheering Colonel Nobody and his men, the twins, and Pacarina on as they strove to be a light for Christ



in the midst of a dark, dark valley. Biblical principles are shown in this story and I appreciate John J. Horn's
strong stand for the Bible in this book. He wove this story very well and I wanted to find out what happened
quickly, but at the same time I wanted to take my time and savor the story. Jacques and O'Malley kept me
laughing, the bravery of the twins and the lessons they learn through this adventure were fun to read and kept
me on the edge of my seat, and Nobody's stand for what was right and all of the godly characters
relationships with Christ were inspiring.

What I Didn't Like: There wasn't anything that I didn't like about this book. I definitely recommend it for
older readers in their teens. This story is very intense at times and deals with some very cruel subjects, but
this story was very good.

I give this book 5 stars for an excellent story that encouraged me in my own faith. Excellent job, John J.
Horn. Perhaps you have another story about these characters in the works? :) ;) This book will definitely be
among my favorites of 2017 and it's quite possible it will be in my top 10.


