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Y ou can survive anuclear blast. All you need is some luck, and maybe a customized business suit coated in
cockroaches. It could work. At least that's what Dean believed before the bombs actually dropped and his
suit led him to murder aVery Important Man at the foot of a blackened obelisk. Now D.C. islooking awfully
empty. Life on Earth is pretty much coming to an end. All of which leaves Dean with a single question-
"What now?' The answer to that question will take him on an uncanny voyage across a newly nuclear
Americawhere he must confront the problems associated with loneliness, radiation, love, and an ever-
evolving cockroach suit with amind of its own. Dean's bizarre adventures mark the last chronicle of human
existence, the final entriesin our species own. Extinction Journals
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Glen Krisch says

A beautifully grotesque novella.

Rodney says

Thisbook is a creative and interesting conclusion to "The Sharp Dressed Man At the End of the Line" from
Angel Dust Apocalypse. Just like the latter, the author does a great job building aworld that instantly
immersed me. The imagination involved in creating the story is off the charts. | read this nonstop, as it
flowed with no effort on my part. | will be reading "We Live Inside Y ou" very soon.

GeorgeK. says

To T?A0¢ TOUL K?0UOoL ?pBe e TuPNVIK?. O TPWTAYWVICT?C LOC TEPIP?PETAI OE IO KATECTPAUUVN
OUu?G1IVYKTOV, GOPATOC VA KOOTO?Ul KAAUVUUVO aTr? {bVTOV?C KATOOP?dEC, TO OTID?0 EVal
OTOPA?TNTO Via TNV €mB?won Tov. Ol KATOOP?IEC UTOPOV VA ETTBI?00VV LET? ATE? LA TUPNVIK?
KpPNEN, owoT?, ENVaI OVEKTIK?C aTNV PadIEV?PYELD. M'aUT? KAl 0 TPEA?C LOC TIPWIOYWVICT?C,
ov2uatt NTnv, 2@etia&e va 1?1010 KOGTO?UL, A0 TIPIV 0K?00UVV Ol UTT2UTEC. Kal T?2pa, o€ Hia
METATILPNVIK? AUEPIK?, AVTIU?TWITOC UE TNV HOVAEI? KOl TNV pAdIEV?PYELD, TIPOCTIBE? vV
ETIPI?0€l. ATI? KEL KA TI7pA apX?(0LV K?2TOI0 OK?UA TIO0 TPEA? TPYUOTA, TIOU TP?TEI VA dla?0€TE
10 BIPA?0 yia va Ta dE7TE.

Kak?ta P2uata, 10 BIBA?0 €Al PKET? TPEA? KOl OE ONUE?0 GOVPENAICTIK? YA VA TO TI?PEL
KOVE?C OTA GORAP?. ZUWC ENVAL KPWE PUXAYWVIK? KAl EVAIAEP?P0V, 1010 2TEPA KAAOYPA UUVO KAl
EVUKOA0JI ?B0CTO, TIOL AlOB?LETAl ATVELAT?. BONB?el UOIK? TO HIKP? LYeBOC, OAA? TO K?pIOV
TIPOGV TOL €L 2T TPAPB?EL TNV TPOCOX? TOU AVaW?20Tn aT? TNV TP?TN TP?Toon (XWP?G
UTEPPBOA?).

H eAANVIK? Zxdoon Tn¢ Jemma Press, L TO TIOA? 2Uop@o €€2QUAAO TOL Xp?0TOL MapPTN KAl TNV
1310 2TEPA TPOOEYU VN UET2Ppaon Tou N2Kov Po?000u, TEPL?XEL KAl TO Ol AN UA O KAAOVTUHAO(
NVTPAC OTO T?A0C TNC YPO UG, TIOU UTIOPE? OLCIACTIK? VO AEITOVPY?0El OOV TPZKOUEA TNG
VOUB?AOC, HIOC KOl WEP?(OUHE VIO TP?TN Qop? TOV NTNV TOV KAToapIdXKIa.

20W¢ VA UNV €Al yid A0 TO Yo?0Ta, 0AA? B0 TO TP?TEIVA O AUTO?C TIOL B7A0ULV va dlaf3700VV
HIO OIO@OPETIK?, IO THO TPEA? HET?-ATIOKOAUTITIK? LOTOP?0 TPZUOU.

Matt M argo says

Jeremy Robert Johnson seems to pride himself very much on how esteemed author Chuck Palahniuk spoke
of him and his collection "Angel Dust Apocalypse”: "A dazzling writer. Seriously amazing short stories - and



| love short stories. Like the best of Tobias Wolff. While | read them, they made time stand till. That's
great." | myself have never read anything from Palahniuk, nor have | been exposed to the short story within
"Angel Dust Apocalypse" which apparently precedes the plot of this novella, but regardless, | am thoroughly
impressed with Johnson's writing ability and with "Extinction Journals."

The post-apocalyptic survival scenario is always so fascinating because of how broad, how devastating, how
wonderful the storytelling experienceis. It is asituation that usually begins (or...ends) very similarly, then
continues completely upon the author's individual imagination. The settings of most bizarro fiction pieces
have atone teetering on the brink of an apocalyptic nightmare, but tend to keep a steady course of
otherworldly dystopia. (See "Ass Goblins of Auschwitz," "The Baby Jesus Butt Plug,” etc.) What makes
"Extinction Journals' so much more extraordinary than some other bizarro novellas is the balance of realism
in spite of the necessity for weirdness. Y es, Dean does live day by day wearing a suit constructed of live
cockroaches, but his personality and his strive for survival in ameaningless wasteland and his doubting the
value of bothering to continue on are all immensely relatable to the modern pre-apocalyptic human
condition. "Extinction Journals' manages to not only entertain with moderated absurdity but also attach the
reader to an adventure not far off from those of our own. So quote Palahniuk as much as you'd like, Johnson,
because | will gladly keep reading as long as you keep writing.

Spirou says

3,5 a01?p1a. MoA? evdlag?pov BIA?0, a0Te?0, AUTNP?, TPEA?. AlAB?(ETAI E2KOAD KAl YPYOPO KAl
TO Ol ANUA TOU ?XEl 0TO T?A0C (ATT? TO OTI0?0 £7XE EEKIV?TEL O CUYYPAQP?0C VA "UTIIVEL" OTNV
1oTOp?0 TOLI NTNV), UTIOPE? K?TO10C VA TO dlaB?0€l KAl gTnV apx?, 70TE VA UTEI GTO VNUO TNE
10TOP?0C OUOA?. MTIOPE?TE VO JIAP?0ETE TEPIOC?TEPA Yid TO BIBA?0 61O ?p6p0 .

Kwvatavi?2vog K?AANg says

A gigantic radioactive-soot-covered WTF! in the best way possible. | read this book on the plane from
Greece to Germany, and still, I'm fairly certain, | couldn't have been high as the author while he was writing
this.

People who like post-apocalyptic scenes and let's call it "lighthearted horror” will definitely enjoy this.
Kudosto Nick Roussos for the exemplary Greek trandation.

David says

Extinction Journals picks up where the "The Sharp Dressed Man At the End of the Line" leaves off. For
those of you unfamiliar with that story, it can be found in Mr. Johnson's short story collection, Angel Dust
Apocalypse. Without giving too much away, we meet Dean in the last days before World War 11, ayoung
man who believes that he can survive the aftermath of a nuclear war if he's wearing a suit made of
cockroaches. Asthe story ends, Dean is proved correct.

Extinction Journals follows Dean around as he makes his way through the nuclear bomb ravaged wasteland
of what was once the USA. He struggles to find food and water, all the while wondering if his"suit" will, out
of desperation and hunger, turn on him. Along the way, he meets a new god, borne out of mankind's



collective unconscious. Neither Dean nor the reader is sure whether or not he's hallucinating, but considering
he just survived a nuclear war we have to give him some leeway.

Ultimately, Dean meets other entomologically enlightened individuals who are struggling to put some sense
to this brave new world. At that point, they must decide how life will exist, post-humanity, or if it will exist
at all.

JRJ has aknack for characterization, even if those characters are a bit twisted. Dean is a nice enough guy, but
one hasto really be out there to conceive of fashioning a suit out of cockroaches in order to survive a nuclear
war. And his descriptions of the nuclear wasteland are convincingly real, making you shudder (and question
Dean'sdesireto liveto seeit).

The story was way too short. While readers don't need to be familiar with the short story that preceded this
novella, it definitely helps. Adding it as a preface, while driving up the publishing costs, would have
enhanced the reading experience for new readers of JRJswork.

| aso had afeeling of repetition between Dean's encounters. It was as if he were stumbling upon the same
oldirradiated buildings he wandered into earlier.

Lastly, | was hoping for more of an exploration of the relationship between Dean and his suit. | really
couldn't get the sense that the symbiosis between man and roach was evolving until the very end. Maybe
evolution itself works like that. Rather than gradual changes, we get abrupt "do or di€" situations.

While | enjoyed this book, | fedl that, for the reasons stated above, it falls short of JRJ's previous works.
Newcomers should pick up his earlier works first before coming here. Fans of JRJ's work will still want to
add thisto their collections.

berthamason says

3.5 dtars.

Tobias says

Impressively bonkers stuff.

Ori Fienberg says

| pulled this book off are-shelving cart at the Copley BPL, and I'll admit, | did so entirely because the cover
and the title looked cool.

Certainly Johnson delivers on hizarro thrills, and if what you crave in your apocalyptic-sci-fi world isjust a
little more human-insect sex, then you'll be on the right track when you pick up this book.

There are some haunting and surreal ideas, to be sure, but it stretches on awhile too long. | felt as though the



whole thing would have made areally taut short-story, and indeed, it was originally. Asastory | hope that
the density of strangeness would give it some added gravitas. Asanovel, or maybe "novella' would be more
accurate, it never gets beyond surface level strangeness.

Austin says

Possibly the worst book | have ever read. The best part was when | fell asleep reading and had a horrible
nightmare that my entire family was slipping one by one down adrain ditch that led to a 1000 foot fall and
certain death. | woke up with astart as| fell into the abyss trying to save Betty only to have this wretched
tale lying on my chest alongside my purple reading glasses. | finished reading it just to forget about the
nightmare. | would describe this book the exact same way my pessimistic baby describes kindergarten,
"tewwrible".

David says

Y ou've got to enjoy this for the wildness of the cockroach suit alone, if nothing else, though there's still
plenty elseto dig. It'sagood story, and it's wild. Definitely worth aread.

Danielle Dawson says

WELL...that was something.

Kirsten Alene says

Jeremy Robert Johnson's Extinction Journals begins with atrue bizarro scenario: aman in a suit made of
cockroaches accidentally devours the president, who is dressed in a suit made of twinkies. But by the end of
the book, being dressed in a suit of cockroaches almost seems normal.

As the protagonist wanders through the bizarre, surreal landscape of post-apocalyptic America, he
encounters other "survivors," other people who saw what was coming and prepared: awoman in steel-toed
boots and an iron apron, a man encased in cement, a man wearing his neighbor's skin. The imagesin the
book are sometimes serene, and other times haunting and nightmarish.

Its only fallback: the end of the book seems very rushed. It feels like alot more should have been discussed,
that there was alonger life to the story than is written. But despite the odd pacing, Johnson's prose is graceful
and clear and the book, up to the sweet, hopeful ending, isabrilliant read and well worth your time.

VasilisManias says

Mp?to BIPA?0, S ANUO KOA?TEPA, Via TO 2018, TO HUEPOAA O AQAVIOUO? ENVAL VO COUPEAAICTIK?



KOl OAA?KOTO KEPUEVO UETAPUOIKO? TEPIEXOUVOU VIO VAV K?0UO0 21OV O TIPWTOYWVICT?C ET1{ NV
0?(eTal A?YW TNC 0ELA?PKEI?C TOL VO OKEPTE? TIWE Ol KATGAP?OEC ENVAL O LOVADIK?C OPYOVIOU?G
TV Ba €71 BI?70€1 TNG TLPNVIK?C KATATTPOQP?C.

Kal 1o Xe1p?tepo att? 2Aa; Mo vav aveg AnTto A?yo, HoI?(El T1? ETTXAIPO TIP? TOT?.

Kalt vat, evwwoe?tal, av olXaVECTE TIC KATOUP?IEC, ATIA? TPOXWP?TE GTO ETTPUEVO.




