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Kenric’'shomeland isin danger. Fierce Mawr hounds and grymclaws prowl the land and skies, and an evil
power ison therise. Lord Mordig has killed the true king and plansto rule Lowthar by forging a new blade
of power. When Kendric's father disappears, Kendric knows he must find him, before it’stoo late.
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Liz says

A nice quick read and agreat book for the middle school age, even though my little girl could easily finish
the book. The story was interesting - boy loses his father because the father was kidnapped for being a
blacksmith. Seems the evil conqueror desires to have a power sword forged and have been kidnapping
blacksmiths throughout the area, trying to find one who can make this sword of power. The boy leaves home
in search of hisfather, and ends up being like Bilbo Baggins - a hero for the story in his adventures. Not as
epic as The Hobbit, but a good start for thistrilogy for kids.

Eli Beyer says

What would happen if arain of darknessfell over avillage. The Forging of the Blade written by R.L.
LaFevers. Thefirst element is adventure. This is adventure because this kid goes on ajourney to find his dad.
Mystery isthe next element. Mystery is one of the elements because this boys dad disappears one day and he
doesn't know where heis. Courage isthe last element. Thisis an element because this boy has the courage to
go get this dad from somewhere that could be dangerous or really nice. This book isreally interesting and it
has areally good adventureinit.

Denae Christine says

For the age group, thisis agreat story to introduce 3rd-6th graders to the fantasy genre, the hero's tale, and
the typical medieval world with magic, elves, and bad guys who want ultimate power and can be taken down
by the smallest of heroes.

Pamela Hatch says

SUMMARY:: Lowthar's Blade Trilogy, Book 1: The Forging of the Blade by R.L. LaFevers (2004) -- These
are dangeroustimes in the land of Lowthar. Fierce Mawr hounds prow! the dark roads, and grymclaws patrol
the skies. Thereistalk of an evil power rising in the east. Suddenly Kenric's father, the village blacksmith,
disappears. So Kenric sets out to find him. -- Plunged into a terrifying adventure, Kenric soon realizes things
are worse than he ever imagined. Lord Mordig has killed the true king and seeks to rule Lowthar by forging a
new blade of power. He will destroy anyone who gets in the way. Can one boy's courage unite humans,
goblins, and the Fey folk to fight back? Followed by Book 2 - The Secrets of Grim Wood & Book 3 - The
True Blade of Power (must be read in order).

REVIEW: Kenric is 11-years old and is a strong character who learns about himself and the world through
his quest to find his father who has disappeared. | agree with the book jacket which describes the book as the
perfect introduction to classic fantasy. It has all the elements of a classic fantasy book: reluctant hero, a
guest, stumbling blocks along the way, evil Warlord wanting to rule the world, and unexpected alliances of
multiple races that join together to stop him. Also included is Linwe of the Fey (a strong female character)



and Hnagi (a goblin outcast) which provides some comic relief. The series would be appealing to reluctant
readers especially those in grades 4th - 6th. The story is fast-paced, well-told, and very short at 123 pages. A
three part series that must be read in order.

Kerr says

Full review can also be found on: Paein and MsATune' s Book Blog

Well thiswas short. 123 pages to be exact! Honestly | picked this one because it was the smallest out of my
'really want to read' read--it-or-lose-it pile. | was surprised to see that it was by the same author who wrote
Grave Mercy and | wonder if that'swhy | bought it? But | liked it so I've ordered books two and three so that
I can find out more about this world.

Thisisafast moving introduction to the 'high fantasy' genre for a younger reader. It has asimple plot line
with just enough conflict to keep the reader interested without complicating anything. Asthefirst of three,
it's clearly an introduction into aworld of elves and goblins and magic. And while Kenric has completed the
task that he set out to do, | have afeeling his adventures are not over yet, too much is unanswered. Y et the
story iswritten in away that you could leave it there if you wanted to.

My copy of the book has a sneak peak at book 2 and | glanced at enough of it to know | wanted to keep
reading but not enough to give too much away, which isjust how I likeit. I'm hoping that he'll not only solve
the task(s) the king is going to send him on, but that he also unites his world once more and teaches us about
all theresidents.

Camille Stanford says

This book is ashort, fairly generic adventure fantasy: an evil overlord, aquest for family, the old mysterious
guide, a powerful sword, and a dangerous forest. What made it different to me was the three different stones
for the Fey (amooonstone), the Gablins (afirestone), and the humans (a bloodstone) and the fact that these
races seem to not have a strong enmity for each other as other books do.

It squeaks its way into the category of "eh. | liked it."

jakeD. D. says

The Forging of the blade isreally good book it is a page turner. This book fall in adventure. | recommend it
for boys more that girls because it fallsin the medieval times kind off. It's about a boy who hisdad is
captured and he basically goes and trysto find his dad and he run into a blade called the forging blade
believe it or not and this blade can do fire and kill almost anything. The book is fast moving and it is the first
book in the series. Thisbook isvery good i think so because of how it is set up and how the events acurr. The
events are not boring and acurr at the right time unlike in other book it just randomly just pops like that. The
character is very brave and bold. He' sjust easy to understand. the reason | gave it four stars rather than five



is because it was avery easy read for me but | did not like how he ended the book.

Kit says

Y ou've got your nameless evil spreading over the land. Y ou've got your elves who don't want to get
involved. Y ou've got your formerly-human enslaved minions. Y ou've got your mysterious old mentor with a
white beard. When | say there's nothing new about The Forging of the Blade, | mean there's nothing new.

On the other hand, if you've got kids who can't quite manage the names in the (much superior children's high
fantasy) Chronicles of Prydain - and aren't ready for The Lord of the Rings - thisisn't bad. The author can
write, although the book is so slim that the young protagonist's accomplishments at the end of the book seem
to come out of nowhere and be pretty unbelievable.

Susan says

An okay beginning to atrilogy. Definitely one of R. L. LaFevers early works: it doesn't compare well to
Nathaniel Fludd. And one can tell that she took her inspiration from other characters in fantasy/sci-fi,
notably, the goblin who's described an awful lot like Gollum.

For kids, it's a pretty good read.

Rachel says

Thiswas an entertaining book. It's definitely aimed at a young audience though, and | didn't really anticipate
that, although | suppose | should have. Despite that it was fun, and I'm going to finish the trilogy, becauseit's
in my moral codethat | must finish basically any story that | start.

Zacharyz says

| thought that this book was awsome!!!l thought this book was one of the best books that | have ever read
because it had three things that | absolutely love in books that | always ook for: medevil fighting,and
fantasy!!!!

If | were to rate this book from 1 to 10 | would giveit a 10! This book is#6 on my list of favorite books!|

| loved this book because it isfilled with adventure and danger it also has alittle bit of mystery and it has
alot of magic.Sometimes | wish | could just make stuff come out of books into real life and the things that |
read be right in front of me and bereal | really wanted that to happen with this book.

Y ou know how readers sometimes get sucked into the books that they read that sort of happensto me alot

| thought that this book was realy cool and realy sad because it is always changing the mood it isalittle



confusing but once you get used to it it istruly really

Jeff_80f2014 says

This book was about a boy named Kenric. He was the son of the only blacksmith in Perith, the small town in
the west of the kingdom of Lowthar. Kenric and his father had a strong bond, his father wanted to teach him
the ways of a blacksmith because his father has been forging an important blade, Kenric's father said this
blade would protect many lives in the kingdom and it would take many triesjust to shape the blade with
intense skill and concentration. But one day, Kenric woke up to find his father gone, with no trace of where
he went, so he went to ask his mom but she didn't know either. Later, in the middle of the night, Kenric got
up and left to attempt to find his father, as he traveled, he got to Grimwood Vale, but when he saw the
gatekeeper but as he approached, the gate was closing and he heard noises behind him, by now he got very
worried so he rushed into Grimwood Vale and the gates shut behind him. As he looked back, he saw vicious
hounds, biting and snarling at the gate, he was lucky he made it. Looking at his map, he still hasto go
through aforest full with fairies, also known as the Feys, also, near the forest is Hnagi's cave, Hangi isa
goblin that hates humans because his kind are treated badly among humans. Will Kenric ever find his father?
| can connect this another book, Artemis Fowl. Both Artemis and Kenric live without afather, and they
desperately try to find out the truth or what happened to their father, also, both their mothers give little or no
support while their husband is gone so the kids are more independent.

| rate this book 5 stars because the story wasn't that much of an original, but the book was fast paced. It put
in alot of detailsinto small and easy to read chapters.

KidsFiction Teton County Library says

TCL Cal#JSHORT CHAPTER LA FEVERSR

Chriss Rating - 3.5 Stars

Kendric's father (the local blacksmith) is missing and he and his mother are about to be kicked out of their
home. Rather than give in to the accusation that his father left them because he didn't want them, Kendric
sets out to find his father coming across elves, goblins and other creatures.

I'd place this book somewhere in the lines of a"first chapter book," maybe for boys grade 1-3. The story
bears similarities to Lord of the Rings (in avery simplified manner) but doesn't contain great depth. Still,
Kenric'sheart isin the right place and | feel this book could appeal to a younger audience.

An Odd1 says

I'd like to finish the series. Kenric 11 is all-round appealing: brave enough to seek his vanished blacksmith
father Brogan, "scrawny" p 6 enough to hide from Fae tribe and accept help partway from goblin Hnagi,
resourceful enough to adapt advice from ghost Thorgil. Feels like areread.



Dorissays

This book is aimed for boys, telling them to face their fear and take charge of their destiny, not waiting to see
what happens. Very well done.




