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Political dissidents, Jews, medical students, petty criminals. Among the thousands of displaced persons
traveling the unpaved roads of Europe, there are Steiner and Kern. Both have irritated officials for outstaying
their cold two-week welcome in Czechoslovakia. And so they must leave. Not that either has any place to go.
Not in 1939. But when aman is led by a guard to the border of one country, he must try another one. Until he
is escorted from that one too.

Living hand-to-mouth, selling shoelaces and safety pins for afew pennies, there are still pleasures to be had
in such alife. Paris, for one; love for another. For amidst the heartless cruelty and cold-blooded laws of the
Nazi state, there is still humanity and kindness. And there isincomparable joy in falling in love, surviving,
and telling your story so it is never forgotten.
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From Reader Review Flotsam for online ebook

Bach Tran Quang says

Ténti?ng Vit c?acu?n séch ndy |a"B?n Du CaCu? Cung c?alodi ng?? khdng con ?2t s?ng" m?2 céi tén
tuy?t ??p. T6i b? 7n t?2ng m?nh 22n n? khi g?p nd I?n ?2u tién trong ti?m séch ¢?, khong ¢?n bi?t n6 néi v?
céi gi, téi muali?™ tay.

Remarque latac gi? toi yéu thich nh? trén ?2. T6i ¢6 th? vi?t h?n m2t khdalu?n v? vi?c t? sao toi thich 6ng
?nv?y. Mathodi, hdy ndi v? tac ph?m nay.

B?n cd tin rng con ng??i nhi?2u khi khdng b?ng m?nh gi?y khdng? Gi?y 26 c6 th?1ati?n, rd ra, vagi?y 20
cd th?ch?lacé th? c?trd. 2? xac nhn h? 222c laNG??2.

TAi tin rng n?u a c6 méu phiéu | ?2u, ph?t pht s? thich cu?n sach nay ghé g?m, b2 n6 lalién t?c nh?ng
cu?c hanh trinh t? bién gi? nay ??n bién gi? khéc, t? nhakho, quan tr?, ?2n khach s?nr c?v?ahe, gh? 74
Nh?ng khac v2 Ph?2t, 2 22 cho vui, con h?, 2 [a?? ch?y tr?n, cai ?6i, céi ch?, nhatu. 2 la??t?n t2.

Hai nhan vt: M2t Steiner gia 72, |?2c |6i, tinh qud vam? Kern tr? d?i, ng? ngh?ch va con kha m?ng t??ng
I?n hoai bdo ?2u b? b?t nh?t vi ¢? trd b2t h?p phap. H? che ch? va cuing nhau v??t qua bit bao ch?ng ???ng
dai.

CO6 m?t c?nh t6i am ?nh méi, lal?n chiatay khéng 17 c?a Steiner v ng?? v?. L7ng |2, gi?aph?xanh?n
nhéo va ?6ng 2Uc nh?ng ??y th??ng yéu va ?au ?2n. 22n n?i tdi hi?u va ?au n? ?au c?ang?? ?an éng b? bu?c
ph? c?t liav?i tinh yéu c?a?2 minh ?y.

Trong kh?n kho, 1?y 17 va 78m ?en, Remarque v?n ?em cho ?7c gi? bi 2t bao tinh ng??i: chia nhau t?ng xu |2,
t?ng h?p r?2u, mén ?n, ch? ng?, vath?p thoang hy v?ng, d?u rng "vom tr?i cao kiav?n mau xam c?av? khi"

Toi v?Zamu?n vi?t nhi?u v? cu?n sach nay, v?amu?n vit ng?n vi ch?ng mu?n tit 1?2 tinh ti?t chat nao v
nh?ng ng?? ??n saul.

Ch? bit rng khi chin tranh, m?ng ng?? mong manh qua, nh?ng tinh ng?2 c?ng ?? ??y qua Ng?2 t? con
nhi?u, hdy ludn tin nh? v?y, va ?? ?? b?n c6 th? s?ng vui v?, d?u ch?ng con ?2t s?ng.

M2t cu?n sach nén ?2c vaph? ?77c.

Hiep Tran says

“Anh ¢6 con tin t??ng vao m?t 7éu gi 76 khong?

- Th?acd, t6i tin ?1ong ich k?, s?b? b?c, 17 n6i d? vatanh hén nhat.

- T6i ?ang lo nh?th?.

- Nh?ng c?ng ch?ah?t. Téi contin ?10ng t?2t, tinh b?ng h?u, tinh yéu valong t?2ng tr?. Téi ?abi?t 7?77
nh?ng ?7i?2u 26 h?n nh?ng ng?? s?ng binh th??ng.”



Trén 28y 1a?0?n h?i tho?i gi?anga Chanh an Thu? S? vaKern khi chang trai ng?? ??c ?ang lang thang tim
ch?n dung than cho minh. Ch? ngh?a Phét xit 24?2y nh?ng ng?? Do Théi 12u 12c kh?p Chau Au hong mong
1 cu?c s?ng binh th??ng nh?t ??2?c ch?p nh?n. 20?n h?i tho?i todt |én m?t cach ?7? 27?2y nht v? b?c tranh ma
nh?ng nh?ng di ¢? ndy ph? v?2t qua. Kern va Ruth may m?n h?n khi d?n ch?m ??2c ?72n b?n ?2u Tay Ban
Nhatrong khi 26 Steiner ch?n cho minh s? m?0 hi?m ?? tr? v? ?2c, nhin ng?? v? than th??ng c?aminh I7n
cu?i tr?2c khi nang ra? vi ¢?n b?o0 b?nh. B?n du ca bu?n, th?m ??m n??c m?2t, n?ng n?c mui tanh héi c?as?
man r? vé nhan tinh nh?ng c?ng ??y trong tr?o0 ng?t ngao khi nh?ng c?nh 27 b2t tr2c 26 xich 17 g?n nhau
b?ng tinh yéu th??ng "r2t ng?2".

M?t s? trich d”n:

“S?yént?nh... ??acon trm I?ng c?along khoan dung ?a bi?n m?t trong th? 22 n?y r. N6 20i h? qua
nhi?u ??c ténh: s? hi?u bi?t, s? suy t?, tanh khiém nh??ng valong nh?n n?i tr??c 2?2u bt kh? khéng. T ¢?
nh?ng ??2c tanh 26 ?ach?y trn tr??2c ch? ngh?ac?a ??n trai... Nh?ng k? mu?n ¢? ti?n th? gi? ?alam h?ng
th?gi? 7... Vanh?ng nha ??c tai khdng bao gi? tim th?y s? yén t?nh vani?m vui.”

Greg Brozeit says

Having read al the novels published by Remarque during his lifetime—and loving every one—thisoneis
my favorite. It is set in the mid-30s and follows three main characters who are statel ess exiles driven out of
their homes in Nazi Germany. This was atopic Remargue understood intimately, much as he did the
experiences of asoldier in All Quiet on the Western Front.

Remarque's novelstell stories of common people who live through major episodes of German history. In this
story one gets an intimate understanding about the day-to-day struggles exiles had to face. They are
unwanted in the countries they move to and unable to return to their homes. These are stories behind the
statistics and machinations of politicians on the world stage leading up to World War I1.

It isthe story of enduring love that has to survive through barbaric circumstances. In other words, another
great, unforgettable Remarque novel that exposes many facets of the human condition. In this case, loveis
much more than that between a young man and woman. It is also about the love of friends, family, and
strangers. More than that, it is about how these types of love have to survive despiteirrational hate al around
them driven by impulses ranging from prejudice to instincts of self-preservation. There are many parallelsto
today’ s world and lessons about what we might become without even noticing it. It has been translated into
English under the title Flotsam. It would have been more appropriate to directly trand ate Remarque's title,
Love Thy Neighbor.

Pedro Varanda says

Um excelente e emocionante livro, gue nos mostra a vida dos refugiados alemées no periodo anterior a
segunda grande guerra. Homens e mulheres sem pétria, desenrai zados, despojados de tudo e em circuito por
uma Europa onde verdadeiramente ninguém os quer. Um tema gue tantos anos depois € uma vergonha que
ainda segja actual.




M .J. Payne says

Erich Maria Remarque’ s novel “Flotsam” depicts the world in Europe in 1939 where refugee’ s lives are
strung along selling bits of shoelaces, thread, safety pins etc. in an attempt to forestall starvation. Thisis my
fifth Remarque novel and it is the only one written in third person so far. It lives up to the others and had a
wrenching effect on me. The ending of the book contains an irreplaceable collection of scenesthat has onein
particular | found to be a gift of priceless treasure. Some people will find the scene and others will not. This
novel is another analysis of the human condition and the sacrifices of unexpected kindnesses, mainly
stemming from the bonds knitted from rel ationships between people created through desperation. It
illustrates the gutting of people' s lives by the heartless Nazi regime. It isa cautionary tale of what is possible
both good and bad in the human heart and soul.

ar cobaleno says

Lefrontiere sonola nostra patria.

Il coinvolgimento é stato, adir laverita, inferiore aquello di “Niente di nuovo sul fronte occidentale”:
al’inizio qualche passaggio mi € sembrato un po’ forzato, la trama disorientante tra un protagonista e
I"altro.... Eppure vi ho sempre trovato un che di semplice e pulito, una scrittura misurata e piana; € mi sono
lasciata portare un po’ alavoltada suo procedere pacato, dal suo tono malinconico, e accompagnare lungo
le sue pagine, giasfogliate dal tempo, dellamiaedizione ‘1949, Vi ho trovato molte immagini veramente
struggenti nellaloro essenzialita; i sentimenti si sentono vivi, le atmosfere sono sempre delicate, nonostante
la crudezza delle storie e degli accadimenti: profughi senzaidentita nell’ Europa alle soglie della seconda
guerramondiale; esiliati senza nome (i nomi devono figurare scritti, altrimenti non appartengono a
nessuno); apolidi in continua fuga senza una meta fissa, che cercano di sopravvivere conservando la propria
dignitafralo sconvolgimento di tutti i valori; nemici dello Stato in un tempo in cui colpevole non & colui che
assale, ma |’ assalito; vagabondi delle frontiere sospesi su quel mondo, nel buio del loro destino di senza
patria; abitanti del solo presente perchéi ricordi amareggiano soltanto I’ esistenza. Tuttavia Uomini; persone
che cercano di conservare la propria sensibilita, che consolidano le amicizie, gli affetti genuini, gli amori
innocenti; che alimentano lareciproca solidarieta dei diseredati, la condivisione di chi vive fuori legge; che
mantengono Vvivi i sentimenti per non perdere la speranza nel domani; che mettono in comune un po’ di
destino in una vita fatta di vuoto e di fughe.

E dlafinel’ ho apprezzato per tutto cio che ¢, facilmente sorvolando su quel che non €, e le stelline sono via
via aumentate.

Rick Slane says

Many refugees kicked out of Germany in the 1930's without passports or visas are forced back and forth
across the borders of Austria, Czechoslavakia & Switzerland. The charactersin the book just want to find
work, love, and security in an almost dystopian environment.

Denys Per cheklii says

Thisis my third book out of Remarque collection. | would say that this story is much more powerful that



"Arch of Triumph" and "Heaven Has No Favorites'. The nover mainly covers story of three people: Steiner
and a couple Kern and Ruth. Terrible pre-WWII times force them to run between borders of different
countries because they cannot go back to Germany and they have no legal documents.

The book coversalot of important sides of people's soul. For instance: love, greed, kindness, hunger, belief
in miracles, disappointment, disinterested help, friendship, honesty, cruelty and mercilessness. Also, you will
definitely be able to see yourself in one of the various stories of interpersonal relations like: man and woman,
father and son, friends, strangers and people in need.

During the whole story | was thankful for the life | have and people, who surround me. This book might help
you to look at your life from a different angle.

Definitely worth reading!

Ishtiag Ahmed Fahim says

One of the best books that 1've ever read. One of the best creations of Remarque. Splendid narrative, such
real storyline that actually depicts how the scenarios were back in the late 1930s, the years just preceding the
Second World War.

Thetitle of the book is quite self-explanatory. The literal meaning of "Flotsam" is the floating wreckage of a
ship. In this novel, Remarque skillfully sketches the lives of those ill-fated emigrants wandering across
Europe just to breathe freely under the open sky, to lead a humane life. But all they can manage isto lead
nightmarish gypsy lives with no sense of belonging. Having proper papers, passports, managing residential
and work permits are everything for them. They pass from one border to another at the dead of night. Then
this happens again and again. They have no place to go. That's the most sardonic yet pathetic aspect of their
existence.

They have no place in the big world that God has created for them. Their hearts are torn apart by the borders
and they belong to no country. They just keep on floating. They have to. Otherwise the cruel world would
get better of them and they have to capitulate. But they don't. The human spirit never dies. Asthey keep on
floating, they keep on breathing!

They smile, they sing, they play violin, they make love. The sense of love, sacrifice and camaraderie makes
every page of this magnificent novel afabulous reading experience. Remarque has magical touch! His
depictions of even the minor details are so pleasant to visualize that | was entirely overwhelmed while
turning the pages one after another. Long live the human spirit. Long live literature which inspire it, too!

Yasin S. says

Remarque'?n llkesinden kact??? zamanlarda yazd??? cok giizel bir roman. Bu Ulkesiz milteci insanlar?
anlatt??? tek roman? olmayacakt?. Belki de Ulkesine duydu?u 6zlemden dolay? llkesinden uzakta ya?ayan
insanlar? anlatmaya di?er kitaplar?nda da devam edecekti. Ayr?cakitab?n kahramanlar?ndan olan Ruth



Holland Remarque'?n Hayat Kvilcimi kitab?nda gegen Ruth Holland ile ayn? ki de?ildir. Ruth ismini 4
kitab?nda kullanan Remargue'?n bu isme olan ba?2A??2n?n sebebini bilen varsa sbylesin:)

Tatjana Litvinenko says

In thisworld a piece of paper is more important then person's life. Good book.

Nguy?n says

T6i 24 ?7c nhi?2u review v? cu?n séch ndy tr?2c khi ch™n ?2c. Review nao c?ng ??m n??c m2t. Nh?ng c6 1? n6
cd ich, vaco th? 1?2y 2 it nhi?2u n??c m?2t c?atdi khi 17 tu? h?n labédy gi?. Khi con ng?? takhdng con co
quy?n laminh, thi v Remarque, tinh yéu la c?u canh.

Nh?ng ch? khi chling ta bi?t s?ng h??ng th??ng h™n.

Eirini Proikaki says

"..0TNV apxX? eavi?{eoal TG VAL K?TI e§AIPETIK?, O OEV APYE?C KABZA0UL va TPOTNP?0EIC 2TaV
Bpebe?c aTOV dP2UO VIO KAUTIOCO Ol 20THU, TIE N SLOTLX 20 €AVAL TO TIO KOIV? TPYUO OTOV
K?0M0."

Fa 2AAN pa gop?,teAelvoviag va BiPA?0 Tov Peu?pK,0ev £2pw TI va Tko.Me GLYK VNGOE,UE TTVEDE
KOl PE TPPUOEE. P2PTNKE TPIV T200 XPVIC,UAPEL VIO [IO PAAN ETOX ?,KI UG HOL 2LEL VO X EL
YRPAEIE? XA TNV JIKI? HOC ETIOX 2. VOPWITOL XWP?¢ TITP?A, TEPIP?POVTAL AT TO VA U?p0¢ OTO
PAN0,0UVEX ?C KLVNYNUAVO0L KAl TIPOCTINO0 va €71 31 200VV 0€ VOV K200 EXOPIK?.MpYUOTA TIOU
yia PAAOLC L QOO ,Y1'OUTO?C EVAL TIOA? ONUAVTIKZ O 2010 TIPOLOV G TIOU TOUG OVEL TN
oLVAT?INTA VA HEAVOLV 2 BOOU?OEC OE V0 I7POC XWP?C VA QOBOVTAI TNV OCTUVOU?A, Va KPEPR?TL,0
?X0C EV?C BIOAIO?, VA PNT? KOT?2MOVAO,Va (ETT? TIOIVWP?PL.

Ea1 atev?Xwpo BIPA?0 aAA? KOl YAUK?,0QVEL O EATI200 AAA? OEPXVEL KAl T?00 OKANP?¢ EAal 0
K?010¢ HOG OTIOL V0 XAPT? 21 PAANELY? TOU,UTIOPE? VA EKUNOEV?0EL VAV DV OPWTD.

Nataly says

The book is great! | haven't known that the German Jews had troubles before the Worl War 2. | thought their
sufferings started since 1 September 1939. But they started some years before it. I'm eager to read the other
books by Remarque!

EvelinaMark says

It issad, that this book is not popular like other Remarque's books. Because, | think, it is very interesting



book and story. And because of that, this novel (book) has many titles (f.e.: Love your neighbour, Love Thy
neighbour, Flotsam).

| got caught up in astory very strongly and | had to take time to recover from it.

| love this book, | think, this book is amasterpiece and it is fascinating.

Also, | loved Steiner's character, | think, he was carrying that positivity, which we needed in that story.




