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al the doors in the house locked and untampered with. Suicide is quickly ruled out. Was the killer someone
inside the house? Suspects abound: Thomas, the butler; Harwell, the private secretary and amanuensisto Mr.
Leavenworth; and Mary and Eleanore Leavenworth, the two lady nieces, one of whom has been left out of
her uncle’ swill. Everett divesin as right-hand man to the inscrutable police detective Ebenezer Gryce, a
brilliant investigator on the New Y ork Metropolitan Police Force.

From avanished servant to a secret marriage, from a shadowy mustached man to aforged confession, this
swiftly plotted Victorian-era mystery, full of twists and turns and devastating cliffhangers, will keep you
guessing until the very last page. Influential in the development of the modern suspense novel and a huge
bestseller when it was first published, The Leavenworth Case is a groundbreaking tale not to be missed.
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Eirini Proikaki says

2.5*

H Green Bewpe?tal n "UNT?pa TNC 0OTUVOUIK?¢ AoyoTtexv?2a¢” Kal n YT20eon A?Bevyouopd Tou
€KO?OBNKE TO 1878 £val TO TP?TO TNC BIBA?0 KO OKOAO?ONCAV TIOAA? KU

A1?Baca oto Bloypa@K? TNG oTl ev? N 201d dlaKP?ONKE € VoV aVOPOKPATOUEVO X ?200,7TaV KAT?
TOU @EUIVIONO? KOl TOU KIV2UOTOG VIO TO YUVOLKE?A OIKO I 2UATA KOl OUTO dUCTLYX ¢ O VETAL KOl
oto BiIBA?0 TnC.

Enal o KAACIK? LUOT?PI0 T?MoU "TIoI0¢ TO 2KAVE;" OTIOL N LTY?0 TEPVZEL ATIO TOV VA GTOV
PANO EXPI VO ATIOKOALPOE? OTO T?A0C 0 VOXO0C KOl OLOAOY? OTI TIHPZAO TIOU OK2PTNKA OPKET G
€KO0X?¢ 700 10 A1 B0l , TEAIKO OEV KATAPEPA VO A?0W TO YP2PO.

Agv e EETPEAAVE TTVTWC.H TAOK? €M1 OPKETA EVAIAEP?POLTA,0AA? Ol 7PWEC EVAL A0 adl 2popol
KOl N @QALOP?0 K?2TOLEG QOP?C ENVAL EEAVTANTIK2.AETITON?PEIEC ETDVAAA BV OVTAL Eav? KAl EaV?
KOl TIOAA?C QOP?C OK2QPINKA VA TO TIIPOT?0W VIOT? TPAYUATIK? Bap?0nKa.

Ea1 KOAOYPOUUO 2UwWE KOt ?XEL 0 "1OTOPIK?' EVAIAP?POV WG EVO ATO TO TP?TO OOTUVOMIK?.

Sara says

A very fun, old-time mystery/detective novel, much in the vein of Wilkie Collins (though not quite as well
done). | had solved the mystery of who-done-it and why about half way in, but that did not keep me from
wanting to finish the story and see all the loose ends tied up.

In the flavor of books of thisera, it isabit too neatly tied up and unrealistic by modern day standards. Itis
always important to think about these books in reference to the time in which they were written and without
the benefit of all the stellar mystery fiction that has followed them. Green has a delightful writing style and
her detective Gryce was wearing Columbo's trench coat for me throughout the tale. | couldn't help wondering
if Green envisioned him as quick-witted and playing a part or as very dense but getting there in the end.

It ishard to particularly like Victorian women when they are painted as creatures with the expected
sensibilities of their time. | found both Eleanor and Mary's actions incomprehensible, and even the lesser
characters of Hannah and Mrs. Belden behaved in away that mystified me but that | believe might fit
perfectly with the expected behavior for women of the era. | suppose | expected a bit more depth in the
female characters from afemale writer, but | feel the male writers of the time might have portrayed women
more realistically. Perhaps the prevailing conventions made Green need to stay within the formula or suffer
derision herself.

Green has created the quintessential Victorian fiction, featuring contrivances such as shocked gentlemen,
over the top reactions, implausible misdirections, sinister mustached strangers, burned and torn-up letters
that can be miraculously reassembled, and mysterious keys that unlock both mysteries and doors. | took the
ride with her willingly and did not feel cheated in the end.




Paradoxe says

210 BETIK?, TIP?TI Ol XAPAKT?PEG ENVAL L2TPLO AVETITLYUVOL, N CUYYPOP?AC KATAP?PVEL VA
VTVETAI TOV KOBVA TOUC E LUEY?AN ETITLX 7.

Ta TO1T?1a TNV aPX? TWV KEPOAQ 2wV O dVOVTOI VIO EVIUTIWOIOOU?, OAA? yia va dnpiovpy?o0uv
ATU?0@a1 PO, OEOOUVOU 211 TO BIBA?0 €NVAL YPOUUNVO OTA OUEPIKVIKO OYYAIK? Ty TEAD Tou 1800
Kal Ta BIBA?0 pe e€a?pean Toug ABA?00C AL eWAIKA, ETT?0NC OTNV 2K@EPOoN TNE 2010¢
TEPI700V. ATUX?C AQUT? X VETAL GTNV HET2PPACN OTA EAANVIK? EK TLV TIRAYU?TWV, E ATIOTPAECUA
VO @O VETOL 0O POUAVTIK? TIPOOTI?OEI EVTUTIOCOIACHO?.

200 Kl OV ?TPETE va €A1 CUVUPOOUV0 UE TNV ETIOX? TOV, VIOT? 2MPETE VA €01 T?200
OaKp?BPeXTO;

ST0 BETIK?, 211 YE veup?200€ N MTT2AVTEY, OEAUA TNG TIOA? KOA?C OKIOYP2PNoNG TOU OVEIPOTI?A0U —
POHOVTIKO? KOl KOB?ZA0U TPAKTIKO? aVOP?rou, TOU ?XEl TO XAPAKTNPIOTIK? TGV OV TV
OUMBOUVA W, TV TIPEUB?0ELV KAl TNG 20TOXNG LECITE?NC,.

Me?PEl ETNTUX?C TO OKETITIK? 2TL N OUOP@ ? 2XEL TNV IKAV?INTA VO dIACTPEBANVEL KAl VO
KOMOL@A?PEL KA TROG TA TT20n €01 LKOV? VO 00NY?00UV KAl TOUG ALY?TEPO 2EVUTIVOUG, OE ELPU?
TEXV70UATA.

QoT?00, N aAPela €Al TG Bap?0nKa. To o1 2KoTa Kal ol ?Bada PAAA TPAYUATA, IOT? Bopl 7UoLV
V' a0X0AN6? pal? tou. Mikp? atodn2waon o€ aLT? TG OKOAOLBE? TN PEOAICTIK? V2PUO KAl 2X1 TN
VOTOUPAAIGTIK? OTO B2Ud TNG A AT OO YAYNONC KO UETOAQUTI?2OELONC ALV, AAA? O oeA?da 436
eV ‘VTEXA PANO, QUAAOUETPO?00 AV20LXA VIO VO dw TG ATTUEVOY 100+ OeADEC AK7Ud.

Map?A\’ aut?, 0 K?p1og Mkp??2¢ eval 0 Tio TP?30&0C KL EVOIAQP?PLV VIETXKTI TOU ?XW CLVAVT?0El,
MO ? PE TOV TNAEOTIIK? MOVK, V1O OXEOV JOPOPETIKO?C AYOUC, AAA? 2XI AlY?TEPO YONTEVTIKO?C,

200 Y10 TO OAOYAO ATIOKOA?ITIETAL KPALYOA?O OTT TIG TP?TEC OEAPOEC, UE OLO CLYYPAP K 2C YK 2PEC
OAK?C.
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Panagiotis says

?rote ?px1a va dla?0w 1o BIA?0 EQ@VIK? BPIOKU0LY O€ U0 EVIEA?C DIAQOPETIK? ETIOX? AT? TNV
07N MOC TPAYUO TO OTI0?0 OU KVTPIOE TO EVAIA@?POV, N TAOK? EAVAL TIOA? KAA?TEPN ATT? TO
OVOUEVAUEVO OI 2TI KA B?¢ ?tav aTt? TO TP?TA 70TUVOUIKO HUBIoTOopUaTa dEV BEwPO?0a 2TI Ba £?2XE
KOl IKOVOTOINTIK? UTT?0e0T]. MapoAauta 10 BIBA?0 €val TOA? KAA?. O GLVALACU?C TNC ETIOX ?G TIOV
YP2PTNKE KAl €EEA?XONKE TO HLBICT?PNUA PE VAV TPWTIAYWVIOT? TIOA? 2E0TIVO Bewp? TG 2€1{E N
OVAVWON auto? Tou BIA?ou.




Tristram says

The Dead Man in theLibrary

If there is anything classic detective stories have ever taught us, it isthis—that libraries are probably the
most likely non-combat-related places for you to get killed in, with private ones being even more dangerous
than those of the public order. There are probably cruel and callous people out there who would think
nothing of killing aman over abook —whereasit is doubtless more romantic to kill a man over awoman —,
and that’ swhy libraries usually abound in dead bodies, and also why you should be very careful asto what
books you read (especially when you are foolhardy enough to do your reading in alibrary). Imagine
someone finding your body over a bad book —what a bad example this would set to posterity.

Being found dead, or preferably alive, over Anna Katharine Green’s novel The Leavenworth Case, which
was published in 1878, is something | could live with (yes, | know there is something of a paradox included
here), because it isarealy entertaining detective novel and probably even has some literary value since
Green can be seen as one of the earliest writers of detective novels. Therefore, when the wealthy
businessman Horatio Leavenworth isfound dead in his library, with abullet in his head, his murderer is
probably not guilty of cliché but of murder only. After all, up to 1878 there had not been too many dead
bodiesin libraries. The story involves two orphaned nieces, Eleanor and Mary, who were taken into the
household by Mr. Leavenworth when they were children, and between whom a mysterious kind of
estrangement has arisen. Can it have something to do with the fact that, due to awhim of their uncle's, only
one of them is supposed to inherit the family fortune, whereas the other oneis to be left out in the cold? Then
there is the English gentleman Mr. Clavering, who seems to be stalking the two young ladies and who even
haunts some people’' s dreams. And what has become of the Irish maidservant Hannah, who mysteriously
disappeared in the night of the murder?

These are some of the questions in this generally well-written locked-room-mystery that our narrator, the
decent and tactful lawyer (it is a piece of fiction, remember!) Mr. Raymond and the wry detective Ebenezer
Gryce find themselves confronted with. By the way, Ebenezer Gryce is arecurrent character in Anna
Katharine Green’ s fiction, and one may regard him as one of the forerunners of Sherlock Holmes. After all,
A Sudy in Scarlet was published in 1887, some ten years after Gryce had solved the Leavenworth Case and,
en passant, displayed some of his quirks. Green’s style reminds me of typical Victorian literature: She hasa
way with words, but the words also have their way with her, and al in al, it isvery readable. [1] A dight
demerit, though, | will not conceal, and thisis Green's, or rather her narrator’ s tendency to idealize the

L eavenworth nieces, and Eleanor in particular. But since not even Dickens, the Champion, is above such
kind of sentimental folderol, Green may be forgiven these trespasses against good taste, and let’s not forget:
Y ou will definitely be surprised by the solution to this murder mystery.

[1] Theonly thing that really got on my nerves after awhile was her excessive use of the expression “in
regard to”. This, after awhile, made me jump more than any pistol shot could have done.

?Emily says

Anna Katharine Green was one of the originators of the detective story. Her detective, Mr. Gryce, was
created nine years before Sherlock Holmes came on the scene. Ms. Green was an influence on Agatha



Christie and Conan Doyle.

The story isfast paced with several improbable events. It is enjoyable to read an early detective story written
by an American, since the most well-known authors are English.

A brief synopsis: Uncleiskilled. Uncle's heir is one of his nieces. At first, it looks like the niece who doesn't
inherit is the murderer. Later, it appears that the niece who inheritsis the murderer. Which one could it be? Is
it possible someone el se committed the murder? Possible, but is it probable? To find out more, read this early
detective classic for yourself.

Sweet Jane says

Moapa@p?lovtag ta And ev72¢ @a@AaT? 6?0V Ba Tw, "L TI?PX0ULV BIBAZ0 TIOL TO dlAB?LEIC TPIV TOV
?Tvo Kal UTZpXouV BIBA?0 TIoL o€ 2oLV yia ?TVo, Beg dev Be¢”. E, n YT?0eon A?Bevyovopd avXel
&ek?Bapa otnv OE?TEPN KATNYoP?O.

Bev says

The Leavenworth Case was written by Anna Katharine Green and originally published in 1878--nine years
before Doyle's A Study in Scarlet. It is often considered the first full-length detective story written by a
woman. It was an enormous success with the public, reportedly selling more than 750,000 copiesin itsfirst
decade and a half, and, for nearly half a century, Anna Katharine Green was one of America's most popular
authors. She wrote many other novels, but what reputation she has today rests on this foundational detective
story--noted by mystery authority Howard Haycraft as "one of the true milestones of the genre."

Green managed to introduce in her novel many of the mystery standbys that fans of the the genre will
recognize at once: the crusty old man on the verge of changing his will, the body in the library, a dignified
butler, coroners inquest (called and arranged in what seems to be whirlwind haste), ballistics expert
pinpointing the weapon used, a scene-of-the-crime sketch, and mysterious letters. Readers of today may sigh
at some of these components, but would do well to remember how fresh these clues and incidents were in
Victorian-era American crime fiction.

Green's story is narrated by Everett Raymond, junior member of the law firm which has represented the
Leavenworth family for many years. At face value, the story seems a simple one. Horatio Leavenworth, a
rich merchant and adoptive parent and guardian to his two nieces, mary and Eleanore, is found shot to death
at thetable in the library of his home. All the doors are locked and everything points to a member of the
household. More specifically, evidence--a broken key, an incriminating letter, an overheard bit of
conversation would seem to point towards the nieces and the behavior of Eleanore at the coroner's inquest
soon draws the attention of police, reporters and nearly everyone present.

Raymond, struck by the beauty and plight of the nieces--and particularly drawn to Eleanore, determinesto
aid Ebenenezer Gryce of the Metropolitan Police in bringing the proper party to justice. It is the work of
these two with the assistance of "Q," one of Gryce's operatives that soon brings to light secret relationships,
the intention of Horatio Leavenworth to change his will, and the mysterious goings-on the night of the
murder when everyone is supposed to have retired to their rooms. The story culminates in awrap-up scene



worthy of the many Golden Age drawing room finales. We even get the criminal's confession with a bit of a
twist.

Slow-going in parts due to the Victorian style, thisis still agripping story about the tragedy of love, greed,
self-sacrifice and betrayal. It is avery complex tale with several layers and awell-built element of suspense.
It has also been held up as a prime example of the fallacy of circumstantial evidence--evidence that given
certain twists to circumstance is made to fit several different characters for the role of prime suspect. |
thoroughly enjoyed myself once | gave myself up to Green's style and found this classic mystery to be every
bit the equal of the Sherlock Holmes canon.

First posted on my blog My Reader's Block

Daniel says

Thiswas a super-excellent mystery, and | am awed by its existence. Author Green wrote and published this
nearly a decade before Sherlock Holmes entered the world, and many of the conventions of the genre are
present in this book. Green also throws in diagrams, codes, and passages written from alternate perspectives,
complete with a shift in the tone of the prose. | am amazed that thisis the kind of "sensationalist” reading
that the public could pick up in the late-19th century. People probably didn't know what hit them when this
gem landed.

Kim says

The Leavenworth Case published in 1878 and subtitled A Lawyer's Story, is a detective novel by Anna
Katharine Green. It isaso her first novel and she came to be called "the mother of the detective novel”
writing more than twenty detective novels and a whole bunch of other books that weren't about crime and
murder and all that stuff. Green first wanted to write poetry, but when her poetry failed to gain recognition,
she switched to novels. Her first and best known novel, The Leavenworth Case, was praised by Wilkie
Callins, and the best seller of the year. | wonder how many books were published in 1878, were more books
published back then or not as many, it's not like people were sitting around watching television, but it seems
like it would have been hard to publish abook in those days. No matter how hard it may be, Green became a
bestselling author, eventually publishing about 40 books.

On November 25, 1884, Green married the actor and stove designer, and later noted furniture maker, Charles
Rohlfs, who was seven years her junior. He was a actor, stove designer and furniture maker? Sounds like
what people do around here, or used to. Every town had afuneral home, but never just afuneral home, it was
aways........ Funeral Home and Furniture Store. Each and every town had one, when | wasakid | used to
wonder if they were selling the dead person's furniture in the store half of the building. We still have the
funeral homes but for some reason most of the furniture stores are gone. Anyway, Rohlfstoured in a
dramatization of Green's The Leavenworth Case. After his theater career faltered, he became afurniture
maker in 1897, I'm not sure where the stove designer came in. But I'm not talking about Green, her husband,
and furniture, at least | shouldn't be, | should be talking about The Leavenworth Case so here we go.

The story begins with ayoung man coming in to the firm of "Veeley, Carr & Raymond, attorneys and
counsellors at law". This young man asks for Mr. Vedey, unfortunately he isn't available, he's been called



out of town, so this young man tells our narrator, ajunior partner of Mr. Vedley's, why heisthere. It seems
that young man is the secretary for Mr. Leavenworth and Mr. Leavenworth has just been found dead,
murdered even:

“Mr. Leavenworth!” | exclaimed, falling back a step. Mr. Leavenworth was an old client of our firm, to say
nothing of his being the particular friend of Mr. Veeley.

“Yes, murdered; shot through the head by some unknown person while sitting at his library table.”
“ Shot! murdered!” | could scarcely believe my ears.
“How? when?” | gasped.

“Last night. At least, so we suppose. He was not found till this morning. | am Mr. Leavenworth’s private
secretary,” he explained, “ and live in the family. It was a dreadful shock,” he went on, “ especially to the
ladies.”

“Dreadful!” | repeated. “ Mr. Veeley will be overwhelmed by it.”

“They areall alone,” he continued in a low businesslike way | afterwards found to be inseparable fromthe
man; “ the Misses Leavenworth, | mean—Mr. Leavenworth’s nieces; and as an inquest is to be held there to-
day it is deemed proper for them to have some one present capable of advising them. As Mr. Veeley was their
uncle’ s best friend, they naturally sent me for him; but he being absent | am at a loss what to do or where to

go.n

“| ama stranger to the ladies,” was my hesitating reply, “ but if | can be of any assistance to them, my
respect for their uncle is such——"

The expression of the secretary’ s eye stopped me. Without seeming to wander from my face, its pupil had
suddenly dilated till it appeared to embrace my whole person with its scope.

“1 don’t know,” hefinally remarked, a slight frown, testifying to the fact that he was not altogether pleased
with the turn affairs were taking. “ Perhaps it would be best. The ladies must not be |eft alone—"

“Say nomore; | will go.” And, sitting down, | despatched a hurried message to Mr. Veeley, after which, and
the few other preparations necessary, | accompanied the secretary to the street.”

Ok, here are some little details | remember that we may need to solve the crime; Mr. Leavenworth was last
seen by the secretary the night before sitting at his desk. He was found in the morning by the same secretary
sitting at the same place. Even though he was shot in the head it couldn't have been a suicide, the gun can't be
found. Nothing is missing so it isn't arobbery. Here is an interesting thing we must keep in mind to solve the
crime:

"Employing the time, therefore, in running over in my mind what | knew of Mr. Leavenworth, | found that my
knowledge was limited to the bare fact of his being a retired merchant of great wealth and fine social
position who, in default of possessing children of his own, had taken into his home two nieces, one of whom
had already been declared his heiress. To be sure, | had heard Mr. Veeley speak of his eccentricities, giving
as an instance this very fact of his making a will in favor of one niece to the utter exclusion of the other; but
of his habits of life and connection with the world at large, | knew little or nothing."



| don't even need that to solve the murder, | need to solve the mystery of why he would so favor the one
niece over the other and make it clear to everyone. It seems mean, although | guess he wouldn't have had to
take them into his house at all. Anyway, once the secretary whose name | can't at the moment remember and
Mr. Raymond, our narrator, arrive at the house they find one of the city's finest detectives, Mr. Ebenezer
Gryceisthere. | found out later that Mr. Gryce isthere for most if not all of Green's detective novels.

Back to the things we need to remember to solve the murder. The house was locked up for the night, no one
could get in, according to the butler that is. He testifies - at the coroner'singuest - that he locked all the doors
and windows the night before and they were still all locked when they found Mr. Leavenworth. No one could
have got in the house, so that means someone already in the house must have committed the murder. That
leaves us with the butler, the cook, Molly the upstairs girl, the secretary who's name | finally remember, Mr.
Harwell, and the two nieces, Miss Mary and Miss Eleanore. Oh, and then there's Hannah, or | guess, there
isn't Hannah. Sheis the ladies maid and she is missing. According to the testimony of the cook, the night
before Hannah had a toothache so she went to see Miss Eleanore who is good with things like toothaches,
headaches, al kinds of aches. She never comes back however, and no one seems to know what happened to
her. Oh, and not only was the house locked but the room Mr. Leavenworth was in was a so locked and there
isno key anywhere. Not yet anyway.

See, thereisamurder, and in alocked room of course, with no weapon and no key. Plenty of suspects,
especially one of those nieces, speaking of the nieces, it is clear - well, it's supposed to be - that Miss
Eleanore is the murderer, but Eleanore is also the niece who doesn't inherit anything, wouldn't it make more
sense for Eleanore to keep her uncle alive? That was just my first thought when the blame started falling on
her. Anyway, as| said, plenty of suspects, locked rooms, and such things, what else do we need for a good
mystery story? Just in case we need anything else, there is also a secret marriage, a written confession,
another dead body, papers found burnt in afireplace, all sorts of thingsthat | could name, but | want you to
read the story for yourselves and I'll never remember it al anyway. | liked the book, it was afun mystery
story, I'm not sure how early in the book | had it figured out, that's the fun for me, seeing how early in the
book | can find the real bad guy. Happy hunting.

Vasilis Manias says

I p?yopo, KAAOKOIPIV?, AV?AQ@PO, OPIOU?G TOL Whodunit dOTUVOUIKO? HUBICTOPUATOC, HE VA
TEP?0TIO CLYYPAPK? UTIIKPZ0UVT TIOL AVA@?PETAl BIEE0AIK? aTOV TP?A0Y0 TNE Kdoon¢. T?tola
BiBA?0 d¢ yp?@ovTal TiA, OLT? ENVAL L0 TPAYUATIK?TNTA, KOI TO YEYOV?¢ TG Ol €Kd?0¢€1 ¢ Gutenberg
2DEIEAV T?2T010 GPOVT200 KAl ETIUPAEIN OE VA T?T010 7py0 OV0UV OE PAOUC MOC IO TEP?0TIA
EVUKOIP?0 VO ATIOAQ?00UHE VA TPAYUOTIK? OOTUVOMIK? HUBIOT?PN O YO MU0 K2TW OTT? TO Qg
TOV KEPLA, TMOOAAEIPAVO PE TO HEAVI EV?C KOVTUAOP?POU, OTN GEAVN €V?C PAAOU K700V TIOA?
HOKPIVO? AT? TOV IK? HOC.

ATIOAQUOTIK? EUTEIP?O.

Nancy Oakes says

Such asatisfying story! Nothing at all is asit seems here, making for great mystery reading. Another book
I'm very, very happy to have read. Ahhhhhhhh.



Let me say the following to anyone who might be thinking of reading this book: Thereisavery good reason
| don't read GR reviews before starting a book, and this time my reasoning proved sound -- after finishing
thisnovel, | cruised through the reviews here, and discovered that there is one person writing about this book
who gave away the whole show in the first paragraph and another who came close. I'm still shaking my head
over why people do this without noting spoilers, but what can you do? Just don't go looking through the
reviews here if you want to be surprised.

No look back at early crime/detective/mystery fiction would be complete without talking about The
Leavenworth Case, which is atrue landmark in the genre. In this book the author introduces the first
American series detective, Ebenezer Gryce, of the New Y ork Metropolitan Police force, who would go on to
beinvolved in eleven more cases. But it is also, as Kate Watson notes in her book Women Writing Crime
Fiction, 1860-1880,

"innovative in the introduction of a number of a number of themes and tropes, now familiar to the reader of
crime fiction, but then new and exciting. The Leavenworth Caseis original in its deployment of ballistics,
science, medicine, and a coroner's inquest, the illustration of the crime scene, replicaletters, and the
inclusion of the locked room mystery. Thereis adiagram of the murder scene and the layout of the library,
hall and bedroom, a ploy familiar to modern readers of the Golden Age detective fiction of Agatha Christie.
While some of these elements had appeared in earlier criminography, the way in which Green cleverly
combines them locates her text as the forerunner of what Knight has called the clue-puzzle mystery.” (122)

In short, The Leavenworth Case occupies a sort of transitional space -- here we find a beginning in the
movement toward the form taken by more modern mystery/crime/detective fiction. And by the way,
Sherlock Holmes hasn't appeared on the scene yet and won't for nearly a decade, but as Watson tells us, "In
the wake of Green, women writing crime became almost commonplace in America," listing several women
authors, many of them now faded into the fabric of obscurity, who went on to contribute "to the form after
The Leavenworth Case." (130)

This book is atrue whodunit, and unlike my bad luck with modern crime novels, | had absolutely no clue as
to the identity of the murderer until the very end. There is much to enjoy about this book -- a preponderance
of cluesthat slowly appear, several people with motive to do away with the deceased, and a number of
secrets to be unlocked as the story goes along. And then there are the numerous themes that Green works
into her narrative, for example, as Michagl Sims notes in his introduction, "female dependence and
inheritance laws;" an examination of class constraints are also obvious here. If you enjoy books that turn on
secrets then this agood one; I'm someone who just loves this sort of thing. | will admit that the reluctance of
the charactersto spill what they know got a bit frustrating after atime, and | will also say that some readers
unfamiliar with writing during this period might become tired of the rather florid writing style in parts or the
more mel odramatic aspects of the story that crop up here and there. But in the long run, | found it to be afine
mystery, one | couldn't put down.

http://www.crimesegments.com/2017/12/...

Kim says

Published in 1878, The Leavenworth Case is a classic murder mystery written by Anna Katharine Green.
Green is credited with devel oping the modern detective genre with her series featuring NY police detective
Ebenezer Gryce. This book is thefirst of the series and the best known. It has the feel of The Moonstone in



its language, formality, and story complicated by Victorian manners and sensibilities. It's also awell-
constructed mystery that features many of the devices we've come to recognize - abody in alocked room, a
beautiful heiress with adark secret, amissing maid, aforged confession, false identities - it's all there.

3.5 stars, well worth reading.

Tony says

THE LEAVENWORTH CASE. (1878). Anna Katherine Green. ****,

The things we don’'t know...When asked, “Who was the father of the American mystery story?’ we would
immediately answer, “Poe.” Now, “Who was the mother of the American mystery story?’ would leave us (at
least me) scratching our heads. Turns out that the first woman to write (and create) this genre was Anna
Katherine Green (1846-1938). | came across this novel, her first, in a Penguin Classic edition. It featured
what was to become a series protagonist, Ebenezer Gryce, a detective who early on laid down the rules of
detecting: seeking clues and organizing those clues into a coherent format that leads to the solution of the
crime. Ms. Green went on to write many novels featuring Gryce, and also created other series heroes and
heroennes. Her works were best sellers during her career. In this novel, we learn of the death of Horatio

L eavenworth, shot to death in his library while working on various projects. He was immensly wealthy and
planned to leave all of his estate to Ms. Mary Leavenworth, one of two of his nieces that he had taken on as
his wards. The house also was inhabited by avariety of servants and his private secretary. Since the house
was locked up when the murder occured, we are presented with an early version of a*“locked room” mystery.
The novel is narrated by aMr. Raymond, an attorney from the firm that represented Leavenworth’ s interests.
He also takes an active role in solving the mystery — and an active role acting as the swallower of all the red
herrings scattered throughout the narrative. Gryce, our detective, appears mostly as the sole possessor of
rational thought in the case, and sifts through the various ‘ clues’ to keep the good ones and toss out the
misleading ones. | had expected to find pages and pages of writing typical of the styles of those days, but
was pleasantly surprised to discover that the writing was more in a style typical of today’s mysteries.
Although there is alittle faltering at the end, the whole story plays out well, and the author provides excellent
character development for all her players. This oneis certainly worth the reader’ s time. Recommended.

Elizabeth (Alaska) says

I'm glad to have found this author. Thisis apparently her most well known of the many mysteries she wrote.
Asthe GR descriptions says, Mr. Raymond is alawyer with the firm of Veeley, Carr & Raymond. Heis
called to the home of Horatio Leavenworth the morning Mr. Leavenworth's body is discovered, slumped at
his desk with abullet in the back of his head. Mr. Veeley, the senior partner of the firm, was a close friend of
Mr. Leavenworth, but, as he was out of town, Mr. Raymond was called upon to try to help Mr.

L eavenworth's nieces.

Thisisthefirst in aseries called "Mr. Gryce", who is, of course, the detective.

And here let me say that Mr. Gryce, the detective, was not the thin, wiry individual with the
piercing eye you are doubtless expecting to see. On the contrary, Mr. Gryce was a portly,
comfortable personage with an eye that never pierced, that did not even rest on you. If it rested
anywhere, it was always on some insignificant object in the vicinity, some vase, inkstand,



book, or button. These things he would seem to take into his confidence, make the repositories
of his conclusions; but as for you—you might as well be the steeple on Trinity Church, for al
connection you ever appeared to have with him or his thoughts.

Mr. Raymond is called upon to assist, and there is another operative called "Q". Oh, of course we know who
the murderer was. And of course our opinion changes as further clues are revealed. And maybe even then we
are still wrong. | don't know if thisis one of the "sensational” novels of the 19th Century, but certainly there
are parts that are very much over-dramatized for the 21st Century reader. | am quite used to 19th Century
prose, but | think others would not be bothered by it. It is not the convoluted prose of Dickens that so many
think of when they think 19th Century.

| don't give out 5 stars for mysteries, but this one is quite good. I'll stretch my usual 3 stars for them to 4 and
look forward to othersin the series.




