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From Reader Review Murder by Yew for online ebook

Jeff Evans says

I found Murder by Yew to be a very enjoyable read. My wife is inclined to read the Hi-Tech, over
complicated (at least in my mind) plots and I am usually reading scripts. I took a break to read Ms. Young's
book and was delighted. Unlike Miss Marple, Edna is thrust into this mystery by virtue of being a suspect
herself. Stories intertwine as does the list of "who dun its". I think you will enjoy it as well.

Connie N. says

Very enjoyable first of a mild cozy mystery series. I liked Edna as the main character--very pleasant,
unassuming, ordinary. Her talent for drawing and interest in gardening help with her deductive reasoning and
provide some interest to the reader. There's not a whole lot of sleuthing, but the mystery did keep my
interest, and I was glad that she didn't go off half-cocked like so many cozy mystery protagonists do.
Secondary characters of next-door neighbor Mary and daughter Starling were good and fairly well defined. I
got absolutely no sense of Edna's husband since he was gone for the entire book; I can't even remember his
name.
I'll definitely continue with the series when I'm looking for a quiet, easy read.

Mascanlon says

Edna and her husband have retired to Rhode Island where she becomes interested in the medicinal properties
of the herbal garden on their new property.
Being a prime suspect in a murder investigation isn't quite the idyllic retirement anyone would envisioned
but when her handyman dies of taxine poisoning, Edna Davies is placed in just such a predicament. As an
amateur herbalist, she is certain she didn't concoct a poisonous potion but she is shunned by the townsfolk,
questioned by the police and threatened by thieves. As she desperately tries to save herself from arrest ... or
worse, she follows a trail that leads her back 40 years in the victim's history.

Lyn says

This was my first time reading a mystery by Suzanne Young. I'm happy to find another cozy mystery series I
can cozy up to! If you enjoy heroines who have lived long enough to possess wisdom, you will like Edna
Davis, the wife of a newly retired physician. The setting is Rhode Island on the Atlantic shore. Lovely quirky
characters, strong emotion, and an interesting mystery. The only flaw I found was a too providential
coincidence, which kept it from 5 star. HOWEVER, I will be purchasing and reading more of Suzanne
Young's mysteries. Thanks for doing such a great first book in a series, Ms. Young!



Shirley S. says

Murder by Yew is an absorbing mystery that speaks directly to the baby-boomer generation. Edna Davies, a
competent mother and housewife, happily married to a doctor who has recently retired, is settling into a
small Rhode Island town to enjoy their "Golden Years." Her instinctive politeness and her skills in art and
gardening suggest an easy life, but two frighteneing events happening while her husband is away drag her
into a search for dangerous criminals. It is fascinating to see Edna, armed only with the foritude and skills
she has developed as a wife and mothther and the stalwart determination she has inherited from her New
England ancestry, tackle the hidden evil. Miss Maarple has entered the 21st century.

John Dowding says

Mixed review on this, certainly the price was right at 99 cents for the kindle, and, as a RI native, I enjoyed
the local color. Reading on the kindle obscures details like how many pages, but this was a very quick read,
less than a day. For a murder mystery, this was pretty uneven. For instance, I was annoyed that several plot
points depended on older crime-fighting heroine not knowing how to recharge a cell phone (her husband was
out of town, ya-see, so obviously impossible to recharge the phone). Still, I'll probably read the next two in
series too, the cost is low.

Lori Henrich says

I loved this story. The main character Edna reminded me of a cross between Jessica Fletcher and Miss
Marple.

Edna and her husband just recently moved into their new house. The former owner was an avid gardener and
kept extensive journals on the different plants and their uses. Edna was excited to learn more about the plants
and to spend more time with her husband, now that he had retired. Edna had been settling in very well to her
new home and had already had made some good friends in her neighbor Mary and Tom who was the
handyman who handled minor repairs.

When Tom becomes sick and dies, suspicion is directed in Edna's direction because of her habit of mixing
her own tea blends. Edna decides she is going to find out who else might have a reason to poison Tom with
the help of Mary. A bad storm makes her snooping slightly difficult, but not impossible.

This is a great story and I can't wait to read the next one in the series. I just found out today that there is a
third installment due out soon!

Jessica Fletcher watch out! Here comes Edna Davies.

Suzanne says

A solid 3.5 stars. I very much liked Edna Davies and all the herb lore. Edna doesn't really do much sleuthing,



but does get the mystery solved. It was a nice mystery with some red herrings that led me astray more than
once. I'll definitely go to the second book in this series.

Susan says

If you are a fan of the classic style of the mystery greats you will find yourself right at home. Unlike most
stories you will not find that you have figured out most of the details of "who did it" before you are half way
through it. You will be drawn right into trying to fit the clues into the puzzle with Edna. Edna is a very
relatable character who has not been given any special traits or skills necessary to solve a crime. She could
be you or me. Mary, her would be side kick, a bit of a hoot, is the perfect contrast to Edna's more serious
nature. All of the characters are crafted with normal human behavior, whether it be good or bad. The plot is
simple and believable, not entangling the reader in complicated unbelievable twists and turns. The
knowledge of the various uses of the plants is intriguing and adds a touch of allure. Once you get started you
will not want to put it down.

Linda C says

Edna Davis and her husband, Albert, retired to a small town in Rhode Island and bought a 3 acre property
with massive herb and flower gardens. Edna finds that many of the plants seem to have poisonous aspects if
used in the wrong way. The former owner left lots of information about their uses and recipes as well. When
the handyman, Tom Greene, dies after having tea at her home a cloud hangs over her head, threatening her
acceptance in her new community, she determines to help find his killer. In the process she develops a
friendship with the spinster next door. The mystery was pretty simple but the writing style was interesting
and I would read more of the series.

Carl says

Young’s “Murder by Yew” is a well written and well edited cozy mystery, so cozy that you will be drawn
right into the mystery. You may very well try to help the protagonist Edna find and sort through the clues to
solve the mystery. Edna Davies is happily married to a doctor who has recently retired; they are settling into
a small Rhode Island town to enjoy their "Golden Years" of retirement. Edna Davies, an amateur herbalist,
becomes the prime suspect shortly after her handyman dies of poisoning. After she was questioned by the
police, the townsfolk begin to avoid her; her art class even fails to show up at her house. Nearly certain that
she hadn't concocted a poisonous tea potion, Edna struggles against mounting circumstantial evidence. Now
it is a struggle to keep her sanity, find the clues, and solve the mystery with the help of few.

The dialogue is lively and credible; the characters are well-developed and seem to fit the small town locale.
The plot is simple, straight forward, and believable; it does not entangle the reader in complicated
unbelievable twists and turns. The knowledge of gardening and the various uses of the plants is intriguing.
The mystery revolving around plants and herbalists reminds me of an enjoyable mystery series from PBS:
“Rosemary and Thyme.” In “Murder by Yew,” unlike the herbalists Rosemary and Thyme or Christie’s good
old Miss Maple, Edna is drawn into this mystery as she becomes a suspect herself. I did not expect to like
Edna based on some of the negative reviews; however, it did like her as a character. Certainly it is not the
quality of some of the others I mentioned; however, I fully enjoyed Young’s story, and if you like a “light,”



but delightful, “cozy” mystery, I do recommend “Murder by Yew” to “yew”!

Shirley says

Such a nice # 1. More please and please continue to use Melba Sibrel as narrator.

Stacy Juba says

Suzanne Young has created a warm, charming and feisty heroine in amateur herbalist Edna Davies, and the
Rhode Island setting provides the perfect backdrop for the novel. Full of twists and turns, this book is hard to
put down.

ChrisGA says

Lots of information about herbal remedies and poisons as they form background to this cozy murder
mystery. Interesting characters, good plot.

Timeforme says

Predictable mystery but still an okay read.


