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Sixteen-year-old Keegan is struggling to keep her huge secret from her friends—she's an elf, descended from
a long line of elves that live in secrecy alongside humans.  
 
In elfin society, mates are predetermined but not allowed to meet until they are eighteen.  Against tradition,
Keegan's brother Thaddeus told her Rourk's name because his visions warned him she'd need Rourk's
protection, especially since Keegan will play a key role in the coming war between the dark and light elves.
 
Rourk finds himself drawn to Keegan's side every time she thinks his name. He wants to talk to her but
remains in the shadows, silently guarding her every time she mentally beckons him. A twist of fate thrusts
the two of them together when Rourk is forced to step up his protection and make his presence known.
 
An ancient prophecy deeply entwines Keegan's family and the future of their society. Somehow they must
find a way to thwart fate and win the battle...without losing Keegan. With war brewing, and dark forces
aligning, will Keegan and Rourk ever have the life together that they both desire? 
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From Reader Review Coexist for online ebook

Anagha Uppal says

I'm glad Coexist was only 150 pages; I was about to get a headache reading this horrifically insipid novel.
Note: there are spoilers in this review.

Plot: There was no point to this story: Keegan spent 80 pages talking about her perfect, spoiled life, then
spent 30 pages talking about her and Rourk's insta-love. Oh hey, this doesn't look long enough to be a novel,
so let's throw in 40 pages about a random, rushed war that again succeeded to focus on Keegan. Sure, there
was a tiny twist slipped in at the end, but you need something to keep this dull series going...I seriously hope
the author has something more up her sleeve than (view spoiler).

Characters: The protagonist (Keegan) made me want to gag! She is so rich and pretty, and has boys, friends
and a perfect family, she's so very spoiled! It's really hard to connect with and like a character who has it all.
And she barely even participates in the Great war! You expect me to sympathize with her predicament? Even
the protagonist feels like a two-dimensional character.
The male characters could have been much better developed. Instead of talking about Keegan shopping, the
pages could have been better spent developing Thaddeus' character or training for the war.

Romanciness: Okay, I know they are each other's "chosen" and therefore, just the sight of the other is
supposed to drive them crazy, but that doesn't make it any easier for the reader to swallow the insta-love. Not
just that, the author stressed the importance of chosens not meeting before they're of age, but she never tells
you why... Keegan and Rourk were doing fine. I agree with Rachel though, it's not fair for one person to
have to follow his chosen mate around whenever she just thinks about it. I mean, what if Rourk was
showering (or worse) when Keegan thought of him? How annoying!

Ending: I don't even like the resolution. The dark and light elves have been at war for thousands of years, and
suddenly, (view spoiler) Seems to me like wishful thinking, maybe what might happen in a Power Rangers
episode. Maybe if the author had spent more time with Thaddeus' character since he was the dude who could
save the elves from extinction. He should have been the protagonist of the story, not Keegan. Even more, one
can assume the second book will be full of a love triangle, which might be the second worst thing after insta-
love.

Not recommended

Ana says

"There has to be something more in this world than what the average eye sees!"

Keegan is a sixtien years old elf! Now I know you will start thinking of Santa and Christmas, but it's not that
kind of elf. These elves are more human-like elves, maybe a bit shorter than an average human and with a bit
sharpened ears, but overall very similar to humans.
Keegan is gifted, her mother is a healer, her brother is a seer, and her father is the chosen one, the one that
will lead elves in the great battle that is supposed to come.
Keegan's brother Thaddeus, saw that Keegan will be married to Rourk and he is mighty good in predicting!



But Keegan's life is suddenly shaken by finding out there's a great war going, and she must find out how to
use and control her gift.
A war is been going on since the beginning of time, but this has been shield from the eyes of humans"

Ok, I must admit this sounds amazing and even poetic, so even got me thinking of the symbolism..a war is
indeed being going on, evil and good fight every day since the beginning of time. Evil and good in the
human nature!

However, I experienced some difficulties reading this book. Don't get me wrong, I am not saying it's a bad
book, however I must say it's not actually my cup of tea. It was challenging I admit, so far in my "history" of
reading I have never came up with elves (except the ones in Santa's stories), so I really didn't know what to
expect. Though I guess, this may disappoint the author if she reads my review, but I have to stay honest,
book about elves is just not my kind of read.
But, before judging me (I hope you won't) I really gave this book a fair chance, yet I didn't like it that much.
So you see, besides "my" problem with elves, whom I found really less interesting than vampires lets say, I
had some major problem with understand the main character Keegan. I really didn't like her, I simply
couldn't get into her "psychology" and understand her. She's a modern elf, with a Facebook and Tumblr
account, ok I get that..but I really didn't "feel" her personality.
There's a war going, yet I didn't feel the dynamics. I loved the fact that there are lots of dialogues, and the
book is really easy to read, however, I am giving it 2 stars, and truly hoping I will enjoy the sequel more.
My deepest gratitude to R2R from PNR&UFF group and the author for generously giving me a copy of this
book.

Karla(Book Addict) says

deleting reviews if you want to take a look at them you can do so on my blog, link on my profile

Bonnie Lamer says

Keegan is a typical sixteen year old girl who loves to shop, hang out with friends, and date the cute boys
from school. She also happens to be an elf. Keeping her true identity a secret, she enjoys life to the fullest
and waits in happy anticipation for the day that she’ll meet the one chosen to be her mate.
Rourk is a warrior through and through. His mind is focused and he knows his importance in elfin society.
But every time Keegan thinks his name, he is irresistibly drawn to her. Keeping his identity from her for the
next year and a half is going to be slow torture.
With the ultimate battle between light and dark fast approaching, each must face what fate has in store for
them.
Coexist by Julia Crane is a fresh take on the YA paranormal genre. Her vision for elf society, as well as other
supernatural beings, is unique and charming. Coexist is a fun, quick read that leaves the reader wanting
more.
Something that I felt the novel needed, though, was more dialogue. The conversations between characters
tended to be a little choppy, with only a few lines in each section. The novel sometimes has the feel of a
story being told instead of a story developing through character interaction and detail. It gives the reader a
somewhat superficial feel for the characters, especially supporting characters that have important roles in the
end. The story line is excellent and the characters are more than likeable, but I would have liked to have seen



more development of their personalities through conversation and detailed interaction. This would have
given the intriguing twist at the end even more impact. That being said, Julia Crane is an excellent writer and
I thoroughly enjoyed my escape into her magical world of elves. I give the book four stars. (I received a
review copy from the author.)

Melissa says

I have to give this story props for originality and keeping me interested even with all the flaws. This review
will contain spoilers as I can see no other way of explaining what was wrong with this book without giving a
little away. I will try to be careful. The first problem with this book was all the different points of view. A
really good author can write about everything going on without putting you in everyone's heads and having
to spell everything out for you. This author felt like she had to spell everything out. The mother had a
temper, you could tell this by how she reacted but the dad had to flat out say "My wife has a temper" this is
something the reader picks up on and does not need to be spelled out. This happened several times. The flow
of the book was so choppy going to everyone's point of view things would happen to quickly or to slowly,
things were added to the book that had very little relevance to the book. Too much shopping and getting
ready. You only needed one scene like that to get a sense of these girls. Unfortunately I didn't like the main
boy character I thought he was cold and a little heartless. He kills some guy who is a creep and a jerk but just
snapping his neck and walking off....so cold. And the main girl didn't do much for me either, a little spoiled
princess who doesn't seem to have grown much by the end of the book. And my biggest pet peeve of all....no
ending. But hey I really don't care to much I was just happy it was over. I will not be reading the next two
books in this series it just had too many flaws to wade threw to get to the story line.
Violence- Some killing, war with not too detailed battle scene
Sex- Some kissing
Language- Very little- Lord's name in vain

Lisa says

Let me start by saying this is a novel I feel falls into the YA Category, and is a story that will touch the heart
of any teenager who has felt drawn to another, regardless of age, gender, sexual orientation, we have all been
there at one point or another, and felt the awkward emotions of our teen years. We have all felt drawn to
someone or some thing at some point in our lives, and it was an unmistakable urge.

Keegan is an instantly likable character, and on some level, she is someone we can all connect with. I have
read a lot of novels lately in the fantasy genre that are sat in times of the past, and especially when you
consider elves, you expect it to be in some previous time frame, so when you hear that the main character has
an IPad and is texting on her cell phone, it becomes a little disarming, but it makes the story more real to me.
I will admit that it has been several years since I have been a teenager in high school, but I loved this story
and honestly, I cannot wait until I am able to acquire the rest of the series. When she meets Rourk, her
chosen, her soul mate for the first time, I could genuinely feel the rush of emotions right along with the
characters, and the connection was palpable.

I almost cried as the events of the story played out, and had to keep reading to see what was coming next. I
liked how the author made it apparent that the world around the main character was not exactly what she



perceived at all, and then allowed her to make those connections and have the camaraderie that she seemed
to so desperately need. In my opinion, if you love YA Fantasy novels, this is a must read, and I am giving
this the 4.5 star rating for my arbitrary self invented rating scale. I hope you will give this author a look, and
come to love the story as much as I have! Until we meet again, good reading!

Michelle Leu says

I downloaded this book because it was free on Amazon, where it had some decent reviews, and I generally
enjoy the genre.

You know that saying about getting what you pay for? Yeah. Coexist just replaced Sherrilyn Kenyon's
Fantasy Lover as the worst book I've ever read — and given how much I hated Fantasy Lover, that's really
saying something.

The quality of writing is exceptionally poor. Spelling and editing mistakes abound. I especially liked a scene
in which a purple wall "complimented" a green one. ("The sunlight makes you appear an especially a lovely
shade of chatruese this morning, my dear.") (If that had actually happened, it would have been the best
written dialogue in the book.)

Third-person omniscient does not work as a narrative style, especially when the perspective changes literally
from sentence to sentence.

The protagonist is completely unlikable. I can forgive her for being self-absorbed, selfish, illogical and
whiny. She's a teenager, so I expect her to be annoying -- elf or not. However, I can't forgive the author for
the shallow and inconsistent characterization, which makes it impossible to understand Keegan, let alone
relate to her on a personal level.

There are a number of unnecessary scenes that do nothing to advance the plot or develop the characters. In
fact, the entire book reads like a particularly insipid page out of Keegan's diary: "Today, I went shopping and
then my mom yelled at me and then I moped around for no real reason and then (view spoiler) and then I
went shopping again to buy skinny jeans and a tank top that are omg!cute."

No, really.

Worst of all, the plot is contrived, ridiculous, illogical and completely unbelievable.

There are some relatively minor lapses in logic, like Keegan riding her bike to Starbucks in spite of the fact
that she lives on a 70 acre parcel of land surrounded by (both?) woodland and farmland. Fine, whatever. Girl
has calves! But there are also some HUGELY nonsensical plot points, like a war between dark and light
elves that exists because it has always existed (seriously), a little brother who sees the future but can't change
it (except when he can), and arranged marriages between pre-destined soulmates who are bespelled by
unspecified powers-that-be so they can't see each other or interact until they both turn 18 (except when they
can).

Did I mention that the world-building is so flimsly that the rules change apparently at random? Because, yes,
this book has that wrong with it too!



Even the epic (hopelessly cliched) battle between light and dark makes no sense whatsoever. (view spoiler)

D. says

The first thing that came to my mind, in the middle of this book is I bet every teenage girl would fall in love
with this book. I would definitely say this would be an ideal present for Christmas! Beautiful covers for each
book and the ideal story you actually want younger teens to read!

The Author builds a great story line. With believable characters, that are loving and adorable. Julia Crane has
created a world of Elves and other creatures, blended them into the modern days and made a perfect piece of
pie!

My favorite part is the narration of this book. I had no problem what so ever keeping up. Even though it
flipped from character to character at one time, paragraph after paragraph. It was easy peasy to keep reading
and I was enjoying everything. I also love the way she went through out the book and added character
building little by little. There is nothing worse then having to read the first 5 chapters of a book just to find
out that so and so loves the color blue.

I saw more of the Author's talent, when she threw me a curve ball at the end. Now I have no choice but to
continue my adventure with Keegan and the gang.

** In one of his favorite books, a character names Francisco d'Anconia said, "Contradictions do not exist.
Whenever you think you are facing a contradiction, check your premises. You will find that one of them is
wrong."
Smiling Richard thought, Francisco you have not met my wife.***

Simple, easy, beautiful and delightful! That's how I would describe this story!

Keegan: Glass half empty or half full?

Rourk: That depends on how thirsty I am!



Maghon Thomas says

Ok, I really liked this book, and as always thanks to read-2-review for giving it to me and introducing it to
me... I really like Keegan, and her family. This book has a different few on the elven community and how
life works for them. I REALLY like Rourk, and I really do hope that things work out this way! I've already
purchased book 2 cuz now I HAVE to know what's going to happen!!! I like that there are more
supernaturals than originally thought by Keegan (everyone seems to be something) and no matter how much
I like her friends I'm firmly on team Rourk-which is unusual for me, I normally like more than one guy for
different reasons! :) so, happy reading, I'm on to book two :)

Alexia Purdy says

Coexist by Julia Crane was a great, fast and light read. The story centers around a girl named Keegan, who is
an elf. In a world where magical beings integrate well in human society, she has grown up a privileged and
happy teenager. Her only care in the world is shopping for parties and hanging with friends. Yet an imminent
battle between light and dark elves has escalated, with Keegan’s family in the very center of it all.

Most of the story is spent following Keegan around, having fun with her friends and her family in the day to
day of her normal high school life. Keegan and her family have special powers (since they are all elves) and
her brother Thaddeus is the ‘chosen one’ who is supposed to save their race and is a gifted warrior and seer.
Keegan comes off as likeable but spoiled. Her family is rich and has everything so they are a bit hard to
relate to. There are other supernatural beings blending in the city’s population, which somehow Keegan
seems oblivious to. She seems to only be aware that she has a chosen one, a predestined love named Rourk,
(who is my favorite) and that there are light and dark elves. The roles of the other beings are not fully
explained in this book. The elves have been at war for so long, no one seems to know why they are fighting
anymore.

I enjoyed the storyline but the action did not seem to happen until the end. Conflicts between the two elves
seemed to be solved way too easy and fast. I would have enjoyed a bit more depth in the backgrounds of the
characters. Overall a steady paced read that kept my interest. I will be reading the next in the series to see
what happens with these likable characters.

Kathleen (Kat) Smith says

"An elfin child on the side of light will be born with the gift of sight. Light and dark shall meet, and it is
unknown who will defeat. Eldest son of a warrior great, it is this child who will determine the elfin fate." ~
The Book of Elfin Prophecy.

Keegan could never understand the secrecy of the lives of those in her family and why she remained in the
dark until quite recently. She was an elf and so was her entire family. They made efforts to dwell among the
human race, unknown to them as was part of being a light elf. If only her friends knew what she really was,
but it went against the code of elves to consider revealing her true identity to them.



What she was constantly thinking about was her life mate that was chosen for her at birth. She found out his
name from her brother, Thaddeus, who gift was being a seer. They were forbidden to meet until they both
turned 18, and if they met before their chosen time, their elders implemented a punishment of an added year
apart if the rules were disregarded.

It wasn't until a chance encounter with a dark elf at a street fair that caused Keegan's world to come crashing
wide open and with it that she was the answer to the ancient prophecy concerning the war against dark and
light elves for the past 2000 years. She would be the one who could save their people from extinction. So
now the real training begins for Keegan, if she can only keep her mind from wandering to Rourk, the name
of her life mate. Every time she thinks of his name, he feels compelled to find her wherever she is, but he can
never reveal himself to her. He must wait until she turns 18 before he can show himself to her. For now, he
remains tortured at the sound of his name in her thoughts.

In the novel Coexist by Julia Crane, I was immediately drawn into the world of the elves and their existence
with the human race. They each have unique abilities that enable them to help the humans that they live
amongst, from being able to see into the future, to moving objects, healing and being super strong. Being a
huge fan of the Lord of the Rings series, I knew this young adult novel was sure to engage my interest and it
did from the very first page.

The world that Julia Crane creates is magical and truly believable. The writing is geared to a young adult
audience and keeps the story line moving along so as not to bore the reader with a lot of details that aren't
necessary. There is also a unique chemistry that exists between Keegan and Rourk that draws you in and you
want to know what their first meeting will be like and if they will break the code that keeps them apart. Truly
this is a great book and can't wait to read the rest in Keegan's Chronicles series!

I received Coexist by Julia Crane compliments of Reading Addictions Blog Tours for my honest review and
have to say if you love fantasy fiction with a touch of suspense and romance, then this is the perfect book for
you! I would rate this one a 5 out of 5 stars and like the way I could use this book even in a Christian Fantasy
Fiction between the contrast of light and darkness at war. I look forward to many more books by this author
in the future.

Rachel V. says

This book was a fun read. I enjoyed reading the story even though there was a few parts that I didn’t like as
much. I will read the next books in the series because I have to know what happens. I give this one 4 stars.

The Plot – The plot was well thought out and executed. I enjoyed the twists and turns in the story. The author
was able to draw me into the book and then hook me in to stay to the end. I have to say the ending with
Keegan surprised me. I wasn’t expecting that but I do want to find out what is next.

The Romance – I don’t mind predetermined mates in some stories but for some reason in this story I did not
like it as much. I felt sorry for Rourk because he was almost helpless if Keegan thought of him he had to
drop everything and get to her side. Keegan kept thinking about Rourk but it seemed like she wanted to date
everyone else before she meets her mate. Once they meet it is a somewhat sweet romance but short lived
because of the war.

The Characters – Keegan is a rather selfish person throughout most of the book. Don’t get me wrong though



I did still like Keegan just not as much as I thought I could have. She does start to grow and change toward
the end and I started to like her a little better. I think I will like her better in the next books. Rourk seems to
want to give Keegan anything she wants even if it makes him unhappy. He seems really sweet and happy.
Keegan’s brother was also an interesting character. He is still really young but an entire race depends on him
and his gift. He may be able to see the future but he is also a warrior. There are quite a few supernatural
creatures introduced in the later part of the story also and I was not expecting that.

The Ending – I liked how the author resolved the war in the end. It was the smart thing to do for the elves
and I’m glad that was how it was handled. Keegan on the other hand I am really curious how this will play
out for her. Will Keegan get her missing memories back? The end of this book really left me wanting to read
the next in the series. It was a cliff hanger with several questions that now need resolved. I am hooked. LOL

Terri ♥ (aka Mrs. Christian Grey) says

[I felt that the weekend they shared which could have re

Midu Hadi says

I received this book to read and review from the Paranormal Romance & Urban Fantasy Fanatics!
My thoughts:
Keegan..I had so many problems with her. She was too-everything. Perfect and good at it all. The only thing
she sucked at was gym at school but she got better at that too, after her training started. She was a shallow
love sick teenager and I tried hard to like her but couldn't.
I liked Thaddeus' character much more. He was an awkward kid trying to shoulder the responsibility of being
in a prophecy when he was just 12.
I also liked Rourk's character, as well as the silent relationship with his grieving father. That was believable.
Richard was another favorite of mine, though I would have liked to have more information on him.
Another thing that bugged me was how clueless Keegan was. Her best friends weren't human, they knew she
wasn't either but she had no idea? How could that be?
Also any clues we were given about any characters were just dropped suddenly. Keegan's mom was
supposed to have a volatile temper, I didn't even know that until the author told us right before she used it to
write a scene. Donald was a shifter and suddenly a mind reader too? The other characters just kept coming
and going and we were told bits about them, as they were needed in a scene.
The concert scene was too cliche and I would have liked a better scene when Keegan meets Rourk for the
first time.
We were never given a background about why light was supposed to be good and dark bad.
The war was badly dealt with. I was expecting fireworks. I didn't get them.

LaDawn says

I like the general idea of this book, but it needs some major re-writing. Switching perspectives from sentence
to sentence drove me crazy. Keegan drove me crazy; she was way too spoiled to be appealing. And her



parents! Really? Take away the credit card, make her earn some of her own money,do something! An d I
know that teenagers are often obsessed with shopping and clothes, (at least the beautiful,shallow ones like
depicted in this book), but spare me, as a reader, the endless details of all the different outfits.

There were too many unbelievable elements. The house in the woods is just one small example. You know,
come to think of it, this book reminds me of when I was young and just beginning to write stories. I often
wrote about my fantasies: I would dream about having cool toys, so in the story, my main character got cool
toys! I think the author has this fantasy of an old looking cabin in the deep woods filled with all the most
modern and luxuriant things. Maybe at's where the budget-free shopping comes in, too.

Anyway, I liked Rourke, but felt shades of "Twilight."

Then, the whole war and battle is just lame. And the ending way too simplistic.

But, wait, there's more! She dies, is brought back, but suddenly has no memory of Rourke! Now the ending,
she's thinking about Donald. I literally groaned out loud when I read that! No longer just shades of
"Twilight," I can tell the next book is just going to BE another Twilight! No thanks, one was enough. I won't
be downloading it, even if it is free.

Okay, maybe I should have given it one star instead of two. No, two is right. I didn't have to force myself to
finish it, and there were actually times when I was enjoying it, so it deserves more than one star.

Sandra "Jeanz" says

Keegan is sixteen and is trying to keep a big secret from her friends....she is an elf and is descended from a
long line of elves that live secretly among humans.
In elfin society mates are predetermined, however they are not allowed to meet until the are eighteen. against
this tradition Keegan's brother Thaddeus has told her the name of her future mate. Thaddeus has visions and
sees that Keegan will need the protection of Rourk her mate in the forthcoming war between the dark and the
light elves.
Rourk is drawn to Keegan's side every time she is in need of protection, but he tries to stay in the background
unseen. However a twist of fate pusshes them both together and Rourk is forced out into making his presence
known to protect Keegan.
An ancient prophecy entwines around Keegan's family and the future of society. Can they thwart fate and
win the war without losing Keegan? With a war and dark forces looming can Keegan and Rourk have the life
together that they both wish for?
First of all I have to say I read the book in two sessions at night before I went to sleep. I found it quite a nice,
relaxing read, that I could sit back and enjoy. Observing the happy family life Keegan had. Of course I was
more on the edge of my seat for the Great Battle. There were some really good twists in there too, you found
out certain people were also paranormal and you would not have guessed it.....well perhaps with one
character. There is also a hidden moral in there too, that we all have to coexist, so why not try to get on. It is
cleverly delivered and not in a preaching kind of way. The book is more aimed to the YA/Teen market but as
you will see from my profile information I am certainly no teen but I still really enjoyed this book. it really
flowed, not sure how else to describe it other than to say it was written in a way that led you through the
story, it wasn't taxing in any way. Yes you get attached to the characters too, you feel Keegan's need to see
Rourk. You feel the frustration of Rourk watching Keegan from distance and his jealousy when she talks to
boys at school. The description of the places they see is so detailed and well done you can almost see them



yourself.I think the title is perfect for the book as is the cover. I won't explain why the title is perfect as it
would mean giving away the plot. Am looking forward to reading more of the series.

Lisa says

Have to tell ya, this book wasn't super riveting. I had a number of problems with it. First of all, the
perspective changed way too often...sometimes in the middle of a paragraph! I'd be reading Keegan's
thoughts and then - bam! - I'd be reading Rourk's thoughts or her dad's thoughts. It was confusing. Also,
Keegan drove me nuts! She was completely self-centered, and obsessed with little more than shopping and
clothes. I felt nothing for her. I hated all the brand name dropping (Facebook, Tumblr, iPad, MacBook, etc).
And, the story just didn't flow all that well. The huge war between the light and dark elves lasted about three
pages, after an entire book's worth of build-up. And the way the war ended? Puh-lease. The only redeeming
quality this book has is the ending, which was interesting enough to (maybe) make me want to read the
sequel. Really can't believe I'm even thinking about reading the sequel, but I am...

I'd rate this somewhere between a 2.5 and a 3. I'm glad I got it for free!

Haley ~ YA-Aholic says

Richard looked over at Rourk. "You better get used to this son. It takes two or three times longer to get
anywhere with her when she has a camera in her hand." Looking amused, Rourk said, "I would wait forever
for her."

Coexist…I have been sitting here for hours just wondering what on earth I am going to write for this
review..well here goes nothing..

Keegan looks like a normal teenage girl, a very beautiful girl, but still normal..what her friends don’t know
though..is she’s an elf..lets get this cleared up right now..she does NOT work for Santa and she is NOT a
midget. Elves are different then everyone thinks, they look like normal people, yes it’s true they never get
very tall, they have slightly pointed ears, but besides that she is a normal looking teenager with powers..and
secrets.

In Elfin society you are picked who you will marry the day you are born, but you can’t meet them till your
18. This little rule is driving Keegan crazy, her brother Thaddeus has told her her future husbands name,
Rourk. All she can do lately is think about him..and Rourk knows it..for everytime she thinks of him it calls
him to her..maybe this rule is meant to be broken..with an elf war between light and dark coming soon..and
Thaddeus Keegans brother having vision of her death..will Rourk and Keegan get to spend the life they want
together? Or will something much darker tear them apart…

When I saw this book pop up on my update feed on goodreads, I bought it on my android phone right then,
and wow am I ever so happy that I did. This book had me on the edge of my seat and chewing my nails with
excitement and anxious-ness I just needed to know what was gonna happen next! With that I read it in one
sitting, there was no way I wasn’t gonna finish it that night. You could have came in my room and been like
“ HALEY ROBERT PATTINSON IS DOWN STAIRS, HE WANTS TO MARRY YOU!” and I would



have told him it is gonna have to wait till I finish Coexist…ya this book was that good.

This book has a huge handful of characters I enjoyed, first there is Keegan, she is a normal teenager, super
nice, likes boys, likes shopping and she just seemed so likable. I would deff wanna be friends with her if she
went to my school..Rourke..is sooooo swoon worthy, I could not stop myself from drooling over him, he was
just so protective and truly cared about Keegan..and ya I totally am crushing on him. Donald I also
liked..there wasn’t a ton of info about him..but I have a feeling in the next book he will be very involved
(;..and then there was Thaddius..I couldn’t help but find myself feeling sorry for him..he sees all these
visions of his loved ones dying..and can’t even tell them to worn them..it totally broke my heart. Out of all
the characters though..Rourke deff has won my heart and is my favorite. (:

If you pick up this book, Im sure it will not disappoint, it had everything, it was cute, yet dark..and well that
combo just makes for a perfect book on my shelf, Julie has truly written an amazing read. (: Anyways this
book is the best, and I CANNOT wait for the Conflicted, this story ends with such a twist and will leave you
kicking and screaming for the next book!

----I think this is officially my longest review, sorry everyone it was just such a great book!(:

Craig Hansen says

Coexist, the first novel in a planned series, and an outright first novel ever by Julia Crane, is a paranormal
romance with an Irish flair. It's a tale of elves and love and destiny, the struggle between light and dark, and
the consequences of war. And yes, part of the novel - a very important part, by the way - does take place in
Ireland, though the main setting is the US.

The main characters Coexist is concerned with are Keegan, a sixteen-year-old elf, and her intended mate,
Rourk, who's a bit older than her. Emphasizing romance, Julia Crane's elves are more human-like than one
might expect, appearing normal enough to blend in with human society. Sure, they are shorter than other
humans, but they don't have a green skin-tone or twelve-inch-tall pointed ears or anything like that.

Crane's conceit is that elves are unusually attractive, which makes great fodder for a romance novel, of
course. And also, Crane's elves share a trait in common with some old-world cultures: their mates are pre-
selected for them, almost from birth, and are guaranteed to invoke in each other the proper amount of love
and romantic chemistry.

But they aren't allowed to meet until they are eighteen.

Different elves handle this sense of destiny in slightly different ways. Keegan has decided to use her youth to
date a few human boys, though never seriously, just for fun and as a way to kill time waiting to meet her
intended mate.

Rourk, on the other hand, has done no such dating, preferring to focus himself entirely on waiting for his
intended mate. Given that he is a warrior, he uses a fair amount of his "spare energy" in combat training.

An interesting supporting character is Thaddeus, Keegan's young brother, who despite being very, very
young, is the most gifted elven seer of the current elven generation. And there's a need for him because... a



great battle is coming between the light elves and the dark elves.

And it's coming sooner than anyone can imagine.

Tossing complications into the mix are a couple interesting twists: first, for reasons that are murky, Thaddeus
has told Keegan the name of her intended. This complicates the natural flow of elven mating because
whenever an elf thinks of the name of his or her intended, the other notices... to the point that they can track
them down if it seems they are in danger. And like any teenage elven girl with the opportunity, she turns
over the name of her intended, Rourk, in her mind quite often, a disconcerting situation for him.

The other complication is that Thaddeus has had a vision of the coming war, and it's set to happen on
Keegan's birthday ... and to end with her death.

Interested yet?

I know I was.

Rising above the average level of most entries in the paranormal romance series genre, Crane's novel stands
out because, although part of a series, the tale she weaves has a clear and satisfying sense of a complete tale;
it has a beginning, an intriguing middle, and a clear sense of resolution to the current circumstances.

While the novel leaves room for new adventures to take place, there's a clear sense that something big
happened, there was a cost to it, and the status quo has been affected, by the end of the novel.

Too many novels, especially first novels in general, and particularly first novels in a series, lack that sense of
a complete story being told; they spend time setting things up, then end the novel at a certain word length
leaving readers hanging... and sometimes frustrated.

But that is not the case with Coexist; Crane's tale is well crafted and delivers a solid standalone story even
though it exists as the initial entry in a promised series.

Crane's skill at plotting and character development are admirable, and honestly not as common as one might
wish among first novelists. Crane has those things down ... in spades.

Yet there are flaws to Coexist as well. The most notable is the book's uneven editing. While none of the
mistakes are big deals, there are enough of them that it can become distracting. The book's credited editor,
Cheryl Bradshaw, needed to spend a bit more time nabbing typos, as well as looking for missed words,
wrong words, and punctuation use; the simple, copy-editing stuff.

Aside from the state of the proofing job, however, the book only had one other, rather minor, weakness.
While the book bubbles along for the first three-quarters of the way, toward then end, and especially when
the climactic war sequence between the light and dark elves take place, Crane seems to rush the pace of the
novel's most important scenes.

Clocking in at approximately 41,500 words, Coexist veers closer to "novella/short novel" length than to the
length of a standard novel. Had the author slowed the pace down and handled the climactic scenes by letting
them play out more dramatically and less in summary, the book could easily have swelled to 50,000 words or
more and been even more satisfying than it already is.



While a deeply satisfying read with engaging characters and an excellent plot, all of which draw me toward
looking forward to the second installment, those are my only areas of hesitation on Coexist. The proofing
element is easily fixable; the brevity and summary nature of the climactic scenes, well... those aren't bad,
they're just not living up to potential because they're a bit rushed.

Overall, none of this puts me off Crane or the Keegan Chronicles series, which I'll be looking foreword to
more installments of. There's more strong points than weak points, and considering it's a first novel,
represents a decent, if not quite spectacular, debut.

Considering her strong sense of story and plotting ability, I'll be back for Book 2 when it's released.

Jenn says

So many people I know rated this book extremely high and for the life of me I cannot figure out why. This
book was horrible.

What intrigued me first was that it was about elves. With all the YA out there. elves aren't high on the
popular list so I wanted to give this a try. I kind of regret it now.

This book follows Keegan, a 16 year old elf who is very self absorbed and spoiled. She skips around taking
pictures and dating multiple boys because she can but ultimately she's waiting until she turns 18 so she can
meet her fated partner, Rouke. Some elf law forbids mates meeting until both are 18. Yup, they are mated
when they are born and this is the person they're supposed to be with forever. And this is ALL Keegan can
think about.

When it seems like a war will be breaking out between light and dark elves, and many will die, Keegan's
only care is that she won't get to meet her mate and live her perfect life with him. I kid you not. This is all
she thinks about. Did I say completely self-absorbed? Not that Rouke was better with his whole
possessiveness and ownership complex.

Then there was the writing. The author was all over the place. Her POV's were all over the place pretty much
switching in the middle of a page to a completely different person because apparently we really needed to
see them do nothing. It was just a mess. I will not be continuing this series.


