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The people of the Seven Demesnes live in unease. Every generation, seven sons are born to rule their seven
walled cities. Without them, mankind is fated to fall.

Now, something is killing them before they can be born.

When Iminique Demascus senses a nameless evil striking at the unborn royal children, she hasto make a
choice. A noblewoman and a healer in aworld where aristocrats and mages belong to different castes, sheis
forbidden by her father to ever heal. Breaking his dictate, she saves asingle girl child.

No one thanks her. Neither the child’ s parents nor the people want a girl, reviling her for surviving when the
mal es perished. Left as the princess' s sole protector and faced with adversity and hostility from nearly every
guarter, Iminique alies herself with the wizard who once dragged her to the brink of death and then
inexplicably let her go; awizard who has his own secret agenda and casts spells that should be impossible.

Meanwhile, in the south, ayoung sorceress falls prey to an ancient enemy, one weaving his own plans for
bringing mankind to its knees.
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aprille says

This book was everything | expected it to be and so SO much more.

The book spans about 15-20 years by my estimates, and tells the story of the young healer and the baby she
delivers under duress. Whilst it follows afew characters, Iminique the healer is the main one, and we watch
her grow from an uncertain child into a beautiful, graceful woman with all the wrong ideas about what it
takes to be awifein the First Demense.

Quentyn is the mysterious yet sexy warlock who is Iminique's enemy at first, but beginsto grow into an
untrustworthy ally. | definitely enjoyed the interaction between the two and their journey was well written
and believable.

Zarathe sorceress was my favourite character, feisty and fiery and wanting so much more than the mundane
human world can offer her. Her travelsinto the shadow-hungry world were incredibly interesting and
incredibly creepy. Thiswas, however, afantastic way to add dimension to Lano's world, as we get to see
what lies beyond the walls of the Demenses.

The last fifty pages or so of this novel had me exclaiming outloud (luckily I was home alone at the time).
Fast paced and thrilling, | think the apocalypse could've occured and | would not have noticed!

I've read Lano's novella'Never Trust a Prince', awonderful little romantic comedy that was heart-warming
and funny; Heiress of Healing is gritty, edgy and heartbreaking. Prepare yourself for ajourney that will leave
you desperately needing more of the Heiress of Seven Cities series.

Highly recommended. Some of the best writing I'veread in along time.

TaraHumphrey says

My goodness thisis an elaborate story! There are so many different stories going on but they are all
intertwined. |'ve not read a book that handles different story lines so well either. | feel like I'm really invested
in each oneinstead of just the main story. The book held my interest from the first page and | felt like | had
to rip myself out of it when taking abreak. | will be one of the first onesin line for book two!

bananananas says

The relationships in this book are all kinda rape-y. | don't see the allure any of the female characters have for
the guys they are into.




Ulff Lehmann says

My tbr list islong, and I'm not asfast areader as | used to be. Too many distractions.

| didn't know what to expect, to be honest. | traded books with Sonya Lano during avisit to her hometown of
Prague and for quite awhile the books gathered dust amongst the dozens of other books waiting to be read...
romantic fantasy... romantic fantasy... romance... it's been awhile since | read aromance novel, not my
cuppa, not everything hasto be. And fantasy... | am very very nitpicky about my fantasy, comes with the
territory of writing the stuff myself.

Fantasy romance, it intrigued, taunted from afar, and finally | overcame the last bit of reluctance (I could till
not finish after all) and | took Heiress of Healing from the shelf, read the first few sentences and was
invested.

Lano's prose is beautiful, there's no two ways about it, and while the story is meandering and seemingly
without focus, there is a delightfully twisted purpose to this.

I'm not going to go into details because spoilers... we experience some 16 or so years of the main
protagonist's life, and see her grow from meek, annoyingly and somewhat stupidly so, child to something not
quite as meek... Did | like Imminigue, her main character? No, but | enjoyed watching her grow... think
Sansawith a bit more wit about her (thank goodness)

| have the sequel, Heiress of Magic, waiting... and I'm hopeful it won't be another 17 months before | read it.

Deb says

I'll say agood 4.5 stars.

Stunning writing. Just stunning.

Right from the first | was drawn in to Iminique's world and magic.

Thisisan epic tale, with alarge cast introduced over many chapters. Yet, | never felt bogged down by too
many new names. They were introduced with just enough depth to get to know them before others came into
the picture.

It'satale of political intrigue, with a back-bone of love, desire and trust (or not). It heads down some pretty
dark paths, so isnot for the easily offended.

I think all of the characters had a struggle with morality at some level. Is saving one life worth all the others
that may be lost because of this one survival? Does one refuse to pay adebt in order to be with their lover?
Can one face the (relatively) short-term torture of afew in order to carry out a bigger plan of attack against
dark forces? Compromise, compromise, compromise. The characters were faced with many. The author
didn't. She delved into these lives to really make the characters pop off the page, and even get the reader
thinking now and again.

Ms. Lano isataent to watch.

My only real 'con' wasthat | couldn't find my footing as far as placing my faith in any of the male characters.
| really, realy, really want to like, and trust, Quentyn... but I'm just not 100% sure. So, | ended up feeling (by
the end) that there were no good male role models here... I'm not going to dig into this, because I'm not even



sureit'sanissue. It wasjust afeeling | got by theend... | couldn't pick one guy | liked for certain... "Wanted
tolike", yes. "Liked for sure", no.

Marcia says

| have so many things to say about this book that | don't know where to start. Well, first of all | want to thank
Goodreads and Sonya Lano for the possibility of reading this book and for being so nice to me.

Heiress of Healing was a page-turner since the beginning and | enjoyed the book until the very last page (that
ending killed me... | want to know what happens next so badly!). The world-building and characters were
done very well and | can't really fit the book in only one genre. I'd say it's fantasy; new adult; historical-
fiction although the story seemsto be set in an alternate world making it high-fantasy. The only thing that |
think could make this book better is the pace. Things happen very quickly and time flies by. | understand that
the author needed years to passin order to make the story develop and introduce new characters and aspects
of theworld. But thisis just my opinion and it's been awhile since | read a story based in another (complex)
world.

My favorite character is Iminique (who doesn't love a strong female character?) but | haveto say I'm very
curious about Quentyn and Evander. Araand Elixir left alot unsaid and | need to know what happens next!
Stars: 3.9

Robert Negut says

Full disclosure: | received this book through a Goodreads giveaway. This has in no way influenced the
opinions expressed in thisreview.

| became interested in Heiress of Healing hoping it was the start of an epic fantasy series and began reading
it fearing it may in fact be merely paranormal romance disguised under a thin veil of more "proper" fantasy.
On both counts, | was right and wrong at the same time, because it is something between the two, featuring a
decent enough actual fantasy side and a paranormal romance part that, though | generally have no interest in
or experience with the genre, | have to recognize as outstanding.

To get this out of the way, yes, that meansthereis sex aswell. No, it's definitely not used for cheap thrills.
Whether we're talking about main or secondary characters, and whether it's making love, merely fucking or
something in between, each sex scene has a clear purpose, isrelevant for the characters and the story, and is
portrayed almost perfectly. At times, when this approach is needed and possible, you'll find rather detailed
descriptions, while other times you'll see no more than brief mentions. Perhaps most notably, however, the
author recognizes when mere words would prove inadequate in conveying the emotions experienced and the
bonds created during such an encounter and allows and trusts the reader to understand the moment's intensity
and significance on their own.

In fact, Heiress of Healing is greatly aided every step of the way by good writing and a significant amount of
polish. Without this being in any way meant as a criticism against the actual contents, it can be said that the
writing style was the main reason why | thoroughly enjoyed reading this book, and it definitely was the
reason why my initial concerns were quickly forgotten. Sure, those reading with acritical eye or who simply
have a penchant for nitpicking may notice the odd style issue here and there, particularly after the first part,
but you do need to search for them in order to do so, the overall quality of the writing exceeding not only
what one would be tempted to expect from a new and unsigned author, but that found in many well-known



and popular works as well.

If I'm to mention some complaints, | must begin with the frustration caused by the behavior and personality
of the lead character. | could probably muster some shred of empathy even for the queen, but definitely not
for Iminique, particularly since she's usually not the only one paying the price for her actions or inaction, and
at times not the one paying the price at all. True, | can't say | found any characters truly worth cheering for,
but she's the main one and supposed to be the champion of good, inasmuch as this story has one, which only
makes it worse. At the same time, none of this can exactly be said to be a flaw of the book, the author very
accurately portraying personalities that one would reasonably expect to find in those positions, considering
the world the action takes placein.

As such, perhapsit would be fairer to complain about how jarring it sometimesis when the story jumps
forward in time, especially when thisis also associated with changing the location and characters. The first
time this happened was actually quite a shock for me and | can't exactly say | ever got used to it, so I'm sure
there is abetter way to do something like this.

In addition, at least one storyline introduced in such a manner not only doesn't get resolved in any way, but
doesn't even appear to have an actual purpose, though that becomes understandable once you remember that
Heiress of Healing isthe first in a series and therefore parts of it are expected to be little more than
introductions for the following books. Y et viewing it this way may make one expect it to include details that
are not to be found here, the author at times making use of some shortcuts and simplifications that may give
those used to complex stories and detailed worldbuilding some reason to frown. Whenever this happens,
however, one would do well to remember the genre Heiress of Healing is meant to fit into.

To conclude, if you're looking solely for the next great epic fantasy series, you won't find it here. If, on the
other hand, what you're searching for is a character-driven fantasy story that won't give you headaches while
trying to follow all that's going on, or perhaps simply some well-written and, at least for a new and unsigned
author, surprisingly polished escapism, you could do awhole lot worse than Heiress of Healing. Most
importantly, however, if you aim to find an ambitious mix of romance and fantasy that seeks and, for the
most part, manages to go beyond many of the limitations one may consider typical of paranormal romance
and, as my case proves, may well be thoroughly enjoyable even for those who'd normally stay well away
from the genre, then serioudly, do yourself afavor and pick this up!




