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From the time his father told him as a child that 'he would enjoy his rugby moreif he got fitter', Richard
Hugh McCaw never looked back.

Captain of the All Blacks since 2006, he is the face of rugby in New Zealand and one of our best known and
most admired figures.
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Alex says

While waiting in line today for the All Black Captain,and one of the great Rugby Players ever,Richie
McCaw, to sign my book, | read it from cover to cover.

If you are after abook that details this New Zealand icon's private life, thisis not the book for you, If you
want a book that details his rugby career, then it could interest you.

| purchased this book thinking | would get an insight into this great sportsman’slife, but heis, from all
appearances, avery private man. His Private life isjust that, His private life.

The book is not well written and | had already told Whitcoulls staff, if | miss out on getting it signed, | was
going to ask for arefund, after al | had finished it, and without his signature in it, it was worth nothing to
me.

I have no doubt in my mind though, the person who is getting this for Christmas will be over the moon, not
because of thisbeing a“great” book, but because it isasigned copy of hisall time Rugby Hero. For this
alone it was worth using my lunch hour to stand in along, long queue.

Richmond Seve says

Thistext is a good one about awell known man and leader for new zealand also is ainspiration to young
athetesin nz. What this text made me think about wasthat i could be like him if i worked hard in school and
do the basic stuff right and also was a part in there that wanted motivated me for my career in the future that
you just need the skillsto be a good leader.This text also reminded me of other rugby hereos for me like
Jonah Lomu , Brian Limaand my favourite the Tuilagi Brothers because it says that there will be big players
out there that are physical on the field but if there don't have the mentality then they won't last very long on
the field.

Jeremiah says

i picked this book because its about one of the best all blacks. i learned that richie was a hard worker that
didn't give up. itsinteresting that he has been all blacks captain for along time but he has only won the RWC
once.

Darkpool says

An old family friend described this as the best rugby book he'd ever read. Rob's the kind of guy who has read
alot of rugby books. Me, not so much. | went through a bit of a phase of reading sports books in the '80's,
but really not bothered in more recent times, so Rob's high opinion probably carries a bit more weight than
mine!



| think this would be afantastic book for ayoung player. There seemed to be alot of detail about goal

setting, having a plan and getting the right head-space. All the stuff about planning & training for the
unexpected | thought had the potential to turn on lightsin the brains of high school aged kids.

| also liked the way the story was structured, with the narrative being based around the journey between the 2
world cups. It gave the book areally strong shape, and | guess this is the difference between having a sports
journalist and a successful novelist as the ghost writer. Having said that, | also felt the voice sounded
authentic.

If you're not that interested in rugby tho - give thisamiss.

L ouise Ryan says

Disclaimer: | am a signed up member of the Richie McCaw fan club so would've read this anyway [or at

least looked at the pictures]... and I'll be honest | thought that it would read pretty much like every other
Rugby bio, full of "full credit to the opposition/games of two halves and so forth"... but what actually
impressed me about it was how it was written. | have read some of Greg McGee's work so shouldn't have
been suprprised really.

It isabiography but focuses on the four year period between the infamous game in Cardiff [we lost for those
who don't follow rugby] and winning in Auckland. Details about McCaw's life are weaved into what happens
in that four year period although there are very few personal revelations.

He comes across as an incredibly driven and intelligent man who is constantly reflecting on his performances
and questions himself alot. If you are not interested in rugby then thisis probably not going to do anything
to change that but | thought it was an interesting insight to a public figure [who obvously balances that
'public persona but isn't comfortable with it] and definately a step up from most sports bios.

Carl Hayes says

A very simply written book, that gives the reader afly on the wall look into Ritchieslife. Y ou can almost
feel the moods change in the book - when we are learning about his love of gliding heis at his most relaxed.
When heis on test duty you can feel the tension. Not many major rvelations into his life and you dont find
much out that wouldnt be available in the public domain. Worth alook

North Harbour says

This book spends most of itstime trying to give readers an insight into what it takes to prepare for test match
rugby, which on the face of it seemslike areasonable thing for a rugby biography to do. The problem is that
stuff is pretty generic and doesn't need another entire book devoted to it.

McCaw decided to stay away from his personal life, which isfair enough, but the passages about his love of
gliding were kind awful to be honest.

To me the book was at its best when it gave blow by blow descriptions of test matches from the player's
point of view. Richie McCaw isaonce in ageneration player and his observations of agame asit develops
are genuinely interesting and | would have liked to see more of them in the book. (Although filling a book
with detailed game description wouldn't exactly set best seller lists aight).

Unlike the player it describes, this book is pretty mediocre, which is a shame because | don't think rugby has
ever got the literature it deserves.



In my opinion it's the best spectator sport in the world - it offers the perfect mix of strategy, skill, vision and
physical courage. It's also ahig part of the culture in New Zealand and a few other countries - surely there
are writers out there good enough to make something interesting out of that.

Sandie says

This book iswritten around afour year time period from 2007 where The All Blacks were knocked out of
the rugby world cup in the quarter finals stage to the world cup in NZ in 2011. With snippets of Richie's
early playing rugby career, the book focuses on the psychological and physical journey Richie undertakesin
assessing the All Blacks down fall in 2007 to be part of the winning team in 2011 ensuring the lessons have
been learn t, and including his playing for the Crusaders.

The book isfull of insight into his mind and playing patterns with chapters detailing almost minute by
minute game accounts which is good if your heavily into rugby play and tactics although at times| found it a
bit heavy to read.

I found the book an eye opener and it gave me lots to think about in how much time the players spend
travelling around the world to play games and the effects of this on the body, the friendships that are made
and of the earthquakes in Christchurch.

Good read.

Brodief says

| decided to read the book "Richie McCaw - The Open Side" because | had received the book as a Christmas
present and was interested to learn more about Richie McCaw and about the Rugby World Cup.

On the bingo board this book covers the category of an autobiography. | wasinterested to read an
autobiography about Richie McCaw because | enjoy all things rugby so | didn't think it would be too much
of ahard read.

The main character in the book is of course Richie McCaw. It was interesting to learn more about Richie
McCaw the rugby player and the All Black captain. | also learnt that he is very intelligent and has done very
well academically and he also lovesto fly gliders. He has been very successful and is a great role model.

My favourite quote from the book was "This jersey will show up the frauds, the imposters. It'll squeeze those
who look for short cuts. You won't last in thisjersey if you're not prepared to do the things you need to do to
fill it". - Richie McCaw. Thiswas a quote used by Richie McCaw when he was talking to the All Black
team. | think Richie was trying to get across how important it was to wear the All Black jersey with respect
but that you need to go the extra mile to hold onto the jersey and to do it justice. Only 110% effort will be

okay.

Something | learnt from the book is how hard the life of an All Black is - that they work really hard and alot
is expected of them both on and off the field. | also did not realise the level of pain Richie wasin with his
foot leading up to and in the Rugby World Cup final.



Mikaere Wiki says

The Open Side
Extended Text Response
Author: Richie McCaw, Greg McGee

Q1: Who is my favourite character and why?

Tis question is an easy one that iswhy i chose it. My favourite character is Richie McCaw the main and
pretty much only character in this book. Richie McCaw is my favourite character because even before
reading this book he was my idol. Growing up and playing rugby asakid i always looked up to Richie
McCaw and this book demonstrates just how big of aleader heisto young kiwi rugby players and even
those he leads in the might All Blacks.

Q9: What did this text make you think about? Why?

This text made me think about the future. What it would be like to be such arole model and play rugby at a
high professiona level. My dreams to aspire to be an All Black follow behind Richie McCaw. | wannabe
like him. | want to take on the path of being an All Black but i always doubt myself and say i can't, but when
i read thisbook it realy lifted my hopes up and makes me push on harder!!

Mikaere Wiki

Tony Nielsen says

Sometimes sports books can be hard going. Not so here with All Blacks Captain and Greg McGee dishing up
an honest but expressive book about the player and leader who is at the very pinnacle of the game of rugby.
Y ou get to share the passion he has for the game, along with the grit and determination that make him one of
the al-time greats, probably the best player and leader of the game in New Zealand, the "unofficial" home of
the game. McCaw hasn't always had it his way, two Rugby World Cups without bringing the trophy home,
one of them as leader. So, the contest at home in 2011 was more than important to him, the team, the
coaches, to the whole country. Fortunately this time the All Blacks did bring home the bacon, with McCaw
overcoming a serious foot injury and somehow managing to lead from the front. McCaw is no bull-headed
sportsman, he's a deep thinker, a one-time academic, and with a passion for glider flying that almost matches
his love of the 15 man game. | guessit showsthat i aso share his enthusiasm for the oval ball sport but |
wouldn't have spared the rod if | thought McCaw and McGee's efforts weren't up to par. They are, and itsa
very satisfying read.

Fraser Campbell says

| liked this book becauseit is about the struggles and the triumph that Richie McCaw and the All Blacks
faced as they searched for world cup glory.This book is about Richie McCaw, his personal life and his rugby
career and the effort he put in to reach the top. This book is enjoyable, interesting and is even better because
it has some picture of him from back in the day.



Keepa Wiki says

| really enjoyed this book. A hero in our country and to many Kiwi boys, It was interesting to know what his
life growing up was like. It isalso very inspirational to read, learning about his setbacks and him bouncing
back was pretty cool. overall, | enjoyed this book, because | can relate to it and | took alot from this book.

Wayne Palmer says

| seriously enjoyed reading this book. While | do not normally read biographies | had to read this one, given
my vivid memories of the RWC and my overwhelming relief when it was over. | felt it wasmy duty asa
kiwi to read it in order to understand the background to that emotional time. | was not disappointed. The
story iswritten in anon nonsense sort of way that | could imagine Richie doing so himself, focusing on the
action and less on what was going on around him. | felt some of the ‘tunnel’ described by him if only asa
faint shadow of what the reality must have been like. The intensity of hisfocusisincredible. Every kiwi
should read this book to best understand the great man and the game most of us adore. And for those that
reside beyond our shores, it isaway of getting alook into the religion that we kiwis call rugby. We kiwis do
not have many heroes. Y ou have to do something special — climb a bloody big mountain, or crack open an
atom or two — and Richi€' s up there too. For giving us back something that we'd thought we had lost forever.
Thank you.

L ogan Sowter says

| seriously enjoyed reading Richie McCaw:the open side. i chose to read this because of my memories of the
rugby world cup and my relief when New Zealand had won. | felt i asakiwi i had to read it in order to
understand the background to that emotional time. | was not disappointed. The story iswritten in anon
nonsense sort of way that | could see Richie doing it himself, focusing on the action and less on what was
going on around him. | felt some of the ‘tunnel’ described by him if only as a small shadow of what the
reality must have been like. The intensity of hisfocusisincredible. Every kiwi should read this book to best
understand the great man and the game most of us adore. And for those that live beyond our shores, itisa
way of getting alook into the religion that kiwis call rugby. kiwis do not have many heroes. Y ou have to do
something special — climb a big mountain, or crack open an atom or two but Richie would be up there too.




