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In the tradition of The Notebook comes...Once in a While. It's 1937... Victor Matthews is a down on his luck
young man, frustrated with his life and his inability to find gainful employment. Louise Hoskins is a young
woman content in her life with her family and friends. Her biggest concern is her upcoming lead part in a
play. One rainy night, they meet...and both are forever changed. Neither could foresee that the world as they
know it is on the precipice of experiencing the now famous ’37 Flood, and that daily life is about to be
transformed into a bone chilling waterlogged state of affairs. But as that harrowing experience fades and
their lives return to normal, the two young lovers embark on an unforgettable courtship - that is, until a
terrible argument and a tragic misunderstanding tear them apart. How will they survive the separation? And
why does one special song have the power to instantly transport the sweethearts back into the realm of
cherished memories?
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From Reader Review Once in a While (The Cherished Memories
Series, Book 1) for online ebook

Lisa says

Set against the turmoil of the Great Depression and the CCC, hard luck Vic Matthews meets the girl of his
dreams...only she's holding a secret that blows everything sky high. If it's not the weird weather and flood of
the century interfering...it's major miscommunication and self-sacrifice for the family that keeps these lovers
apart. But it's a sweet reunion that actually leads to more family revelation and more surprises.

Second chances and a lot of love make this intriguing and touching family story of a contemporary
grandma's reminiscing over her past life and love after a move come to life. The author's recreation and
fictionalization of her parent's drama brings reality to the story almost like an autobiography. For those who
love Americana, Vic and Louise's choices, opportunities, hardships and triumphs set in Louisville, will be a
delight. Well documented historically with unforgettable characters and dialog true to the era. I have to
knock off some points due to some need for editing, but otherwise, I recommend the book to those who
enjoy reading about this period in history...along with some adventure and romance.

Charlene Davis says

Love affair

If you like the Notebook, you must read this. A story of love, loss, scandal, lies, natural disaster, financial
hardship.

Heather says

I received an ARC for an honest review.

What can I say...I loved this book. It's a perfect mix of history, romance, and angst. The main characters are
believable, and you can feel their love as well as their pain come right off the pages.

The story starts out during the great flood of Kentucky. Louise and her family along with everyone else in
town are trying to escape the rising waters when an unexpected meeting turns her world on its side.

Vic wasn't looking for love. In fact, all he wanted was a job, but sometimes we find love in the most
unexpected places. I loved how this couple kept running to each other throughout the beginning of the story.
It was like fate was telling them they were meant for each. What the universe didn't tell them was that one of
them had a secret that would tear the couple apart.

I'm not one to give away spoilers, so... if your looking for a nice, sweet romance with a little bit of angst and
a whole lot of history, you should definitely check this book out. You won't be disappointed, and it will
renew your beliefs in true love.



Marlene Moore says

Once in a While

What a story! The emotions that this story brought out surprised me. I felt emotionally invested in the
outcome. The characters are so real and the characteristics of each one were so very real that you felt you'd
know them if they walked up to you. This added to the emotional attachment to the main two characters
however, I was cheering on a few others in the story.
This is a great book and I'm ready to read the next two in this story. You'll find you want to keep reading just
to see "what happens next" then you'll notice the time and wonder how could it fly by like that! That's the
ultimate compliment to an author!
Definitely a five star rating!!

Linda Jennings says

I enjoyed this book and am looking forward to reading the next installment. While it seemed like a simple
storyline, it took me back to an era that I haven't read much about. I felt like I was actually living in the time.

Letitia says

I really liked this book! I decided to read the first chapter and if I wasn't into it to forget it. I came back every
night to see what was going on with Louise and Vic. Helped me understand my parent's era better. Looking
forward to reading the rest of the series.

Twinsie Talk Angie J says

Check out this review and others at
www.Twinsietalk.com
www.facebook.com/twinsietalk
@twinsietalk

I received this book from the author for an honest review.

Look out Notebook Lovers, this book maybe your new favorite!!!

I am a big lover of Historical Fiction. So when a friend told me about her friend writing a book detailing her
parents love story, I said cool. When the author gave me a copy to review, I was excited. I was also a little
nervous because all the historicals I have read are usually 1800's with corsets and carriages. When I opened
this book, we are in the 1960’s. We are told the story through a flashback by Louise (the author’s mom) who
is sharing her love story with the family. The story opened right after the Great Depression. Their story is
told in 4 parts and I felt that each "part" was its own story essentially. I loved the flow of the story and felt



like I was listening to my Nana tell her love story of meeting my grandpa. The story is full of detail and
actual REAL LIFE facts.

Part 1 of the story is a lot of world building. The author is introducing you to the characters and allowing you
to get to know the world that they are a part of. We are getting to know Vic and Louise plus their home lives
and friends. When Vic and Louise meet, we can see the sparks but they can’t "be together" . Throughout the
whole first part, both are kinda wondering about the other the whole time that the city is being flooded. The
near misses and casual appearances of each other made my heart flutter. I was screaming "kiss her" after
their 3rd meeting.....but Vic being the gentleman, doesn’t.....SWOON….yes Linda I know it’s hard to read
about people SWOONING over your dad!! LOL

Part 2 of the book is essentially them dating and falling head over heels in love. By now the book begins to
FLY. We know the time period and the characters so we look forward to their time together. I felt
emotionally about these two lovers!! We also meet TJ and really don’t like him but just ignore him not
knowing what role he will be playing in their lives later……
Part 3 is the part of the book I was left gutted and a complete mess. Our couple can't be together and the
tearing apart literally had me in tears....I am literally getting teary eyed right now as I type this review. OMG
this part of the book was just sooooo hard. I even messaged my friend to confirm this was a TRUE STORY
and to hear it was....harder sobs!!!

Part 4 is the lovers trying to find their way back to each other. They are still head over heels in love but don’t
know if the other is still in love. I was a mess of stress and emotion waiting for the reunion. Let me say, it
was worth it. When I finished the book and saw there was a 2nd book in the mix, I was soooooo excited!!!! I
cannot recommend this book enough, I know it’s marked as historical but it is a love story and an epic one at
that.

Liz Austin says

Once in a While, written by Linda Ellen, takes us back to the depression era. Set in Louisville, Kentucky,
this novel tells the story of Vic Matthews and Louise Hoskins. Based on the real-life love story of Ms. Linda
Ellen’s parents, this wonderful book takes you on a rollercoaster ride of emotions! It is beautifully and
expertly written. Linda Ellen showcases her amazing talent with her debut novel. When reading this book,
you can tell that the author put her blood, sweat and tears into this story. You find yourself hooked from the
moment you start reading the Prologue all the way through to the end. This is a book that you can’t put
down. You desperately want to finish this story and see how it ends, yet at the same time, you do NOT want
it to end! Luckily, this is the first in the Cherished Memories Series, so keep an eye out for the second book
“Bold Venture”!

Now, before I go any farther, I’d like to talk about the prologue. I know quite a few people who tend to skip
the prologue section in a book. Please don’t do that with this book! The prologue expertly sets up the rest of
the book and really draws you in. So do yourselves a favor and READ the prologue! ;)

Linda Ellen takes us back to 1937 Louisville, Kentucky. We meet Victor Matthews, a down on his luck
young man frustrated with his life and his inability to find gainful employment. Louise Hoskins is a beautiful
young woman content in her life with family and friends. But their lives change quickly due to a series of
events. The two young people meet one rainy night, and from then on, both are forever changed.



The novel is divided into 4 parts (and might I add, it is really well organized and structured). The first part of
the book takes us through what is now known as the Flood of ’37. Going into this book, I had never heard of
the Flood of ’37 nor was I real familiar with Louisville, Kentucky. So I found it really enjoyable to read and
learn about this historical event. I cannot praise the author’s talent enough! Throughout this whole book, I
felt like I was living alongside the characters. I felt what they felt; I experienced the harrowing events that
they experienced. I lived and breathed this book for days. Linda Ellen takes you through every emotion a
human can feel. Parts 3 and 4 are particularly gut-wrenching, although I will not share why; you will have to
find that out on your own. ;)

I really like the use of foreshadowing in this book. I also enjoyed the movie references on page 185 and page
423. I love both movies, but the one on page 185 is one of my absolute favorites.

When reading this novel, you are struck with the sense that the author put a lot of hard work, time, and
research into this book. I can tell that Linda Ellen put everything she had into this work, because it shows in
her writing. This is a truly wonderful work of literature. I will go as far as to say that it is the BEST work of
fiction to come out in the last 2 years. Every aspiring author would hope to have their debut novel come out
half as good as Linda Ellen’s. This is a good, clean story. It contains themes of real life, but is suitable for all
ages. It also contains a Christian theme, although it’s subtle and not preachy for those who aren’t Christian
and interested in this book.

I highly recommend this book to anyone interested in a beautiful work of literature. I am currently doing my
best to wait patiently for the next novel in this series, Bold Venture! I see Linda Ellen establishing herself as
a truly talented author who will soar to the highest heights in the literary world.

About the Author:
Linda Ellen lives in Louisville, Kentucky. A lifelong avid reader, after encouragement from her family and
friends, she tried her hand at writing in 2009 and never looked back. Prior to the release of her debut novel
“Once in a While”, she has written 30 well-received Fan Fiction works, including short stories, missing
scenes, novellas, and four full length novels, based on the TV show Dr. Quinn Medicine Woman. She also
keeps very busy with her work in her church’s prison ministry. There will be two more books in this
Cherished Memories series.

First appeared on blog: http://lincolncreekbookthoughts.blogs...

Melissa says

The first book in an ongoing saga takes you on an emotional journey into the past. Based on the true story of
the author's parents, we meet a cast of compelling characters coming together during a natural disaster. The
Great Flood of 1937 was a very real event and devastating to the area.

Our first volume carries us through the storm and out of the Great Depression, stopping along the way at
major historic places in both Louisville, KY and Indiana.

As someone who grew up in a surrounding county, the meticulous research of both the time period and the
city of Louisville itself blew me away. Dancing on the Idlewild and mentions of the Colgate clock were
personal favorites.



I recommend this to anyone looking for non-explicit romance, a historical novel, or people from Louisville,
people new to Louisville, or anyone wanting to take a stroll down, (someone else's), memory lane. This
debut novel holds nothing back- life, and love, is complex, not everything always goes the way you want it
to, and Linda Ellen stays true to that fact.

And hey, anytime someone goes to pick up their blind date in a hearse, I'm pretty much on board.

marvin shults says

Once in a While

This is a very interesting and likeable book with engaging characters. The flood in their city was heart
wrenching and caused such anxiety . Good book for ages 15 and up.

Barbara says

Absolutely loved it.Memorable is the word that best describes this book for me. It's a book I'll never forget.
Why you might ask? The vivid characters, the era, the excellent writing and the fact that this is a true story,
all make it unforgettable. I fell in love with Vic myself. So many things they did remind me of my early
dating years, so it also gave me a warm feeling of nostalgia.

At the beginning, I didn't think I'd like the book. It isn't the type I normally read. While interested in the
flood, I was impatient to get to the romance of Louise and Vic so I persevered and was rewarded by the best
romance story I've ever read. I couldn't turn the pages fast enough. The book is large with almost ten hours of
reading, and it was difficult to stop for the night. I kept saying to myself, "Just another chapter, just
another..." Usually I feel a bit sad when I finish a good book because... now it's gone. But, the author has
saved me from sadness by offering part two in another book, The Bold Venture. Will I buy it? You bet! I
highly recommend this book to anyone looking for a long, deep, nostalgic romance that makes the heart
happy.

Audrey says

This one deserve 20 stars instead of only 5.

I could have easily written the same glowing reviews this novel has already received, but of all the praising
formulas I can think of, all sound like understatement.
There are so many things in Linda's debut novel worthy of applause I don't know where to begin. From her
storytelling ability to the highly vivid rendition of a time and place a gal like me, French, and relatively quite
young, knew virtually nothing about… from the deep empathy you can't help but feel towards the
protagonists and their tribulations.
This is an absolute must-read, whether you read it in one stretch, or, like me, need to pause to catch your
breath and dry your tears. Being a highly realistic stories lover, I found even more than what I bargained for
in this one. The author says it is 40% true story, and 60% fiction, but to me, it fell 100% true, the situations
and the characters so well defined, so well depicted, the sentiments so heartfelt.



All in all, this is one heck of a poignant novel, but still with enough love and hope, to close it with a smile, a
sigh of relief, and a strong impatient feeling to know what happens next to the heroes. And not only her style
is gripping, but it is also the living proof that one can still write stories that command attention and praise
without resorting to profanity and overblown voyeurism.

Valerie Crown says

Once in a While

A wonderful book. Love Louise and Vic' s story. I'm looking forward to reading the next book in the series.

Kristine Raymond says

This book was a nice change of pace. A heartwarming (true) love story, it had everything you could hope for
in a book. Romance, suspense, heartbreak, and above all, true love. Beautifully written, Linda Ellen's debut
novel is a sure bet!

Stephanie Williams says

Wonderful memories!

Nice to read a true love story! Vic and Louise certainly had an interesting route to romance and it's
refreshing to read such a heart warming tale!


