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plot follows an unnamed narrator at seawho finds himself in a series of harrowing circumstances. As he
nears his own disastrous death while his ship drives ever southward, he writesan "MS." or manuscript telling
of his adventures which he casts into the sea. Some critics believe the story was meant as a satire of typical
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Claudia says

“A feeling, for which | have no name, has taken possession of my soul.”

Oscar Torrado says

Poey el holandés errante. Clasico.

David Doyle says

A manuscript, ak.a aletter, found in abottle in the ocean. The writer of which survived one doomed ship
and manages to get aboard another. Unfortunately for him, it's not any ordinary ship which rescues him.

Matthew Coleman says

| have always been drawn to Poe's elaborate psychological tales of consternation, awe, and fear. "Manuscript
Found in a Bottle" isan early example of this type of story - not quite effusive dread but more inner fear. Set
on the fickle seas, Poe's unnamed narrator is on a ship that is hit and capsized by a Simoom (combination of
sand storm and hurricane). The whole of the crew (except for an old Swede) is swept overboard. Eventually,
the ship is struck by a gigantic black ship, and the unnamed narrator is able to scramble onboard where he
finds outdated maps and useless tools. Perhaps the most eldritch part of this experience is that no one on the
ship recognizes his existence. The boat is manned by elderly crewmen who pay no attention to him and reach
only some level of hope as the ship drives forward into Antarcticawhere it hits awhirlpool and beginsto
sink into the sea.

Some scholars believe the story to be a parody of common sea stories, but | believe the story can be al'so
taken as aterrifying realization of impending death. The narrator takes an active role on a nonstop, nature-
guided journey to the maelstrom that ends the story (and presumably the narrator's life). While he does
attempt to notify individuals of the constant storms that seem to follow him, the individuals he encounters
ignore his apprehension. Heis fated to hit the black hole at the end of the tale, and, perhaps unconsciously,
his actions move him closer and closer to the end.

Eddie Watkins says

Something tossed-off about this tale, something inept and hurried (especialy in regard to logic of plotting),
something sneering and aggressive and nose-thumbing (a kind of fuck you to critical callsfor literary
propriety), but then also something utterly powerful and raw too, asif Poe’' s apparent don't care attitude



unleashed an animal of surging storming descriptive powers.

So the plotting makes no sense, as it begins as a personal narrative, as a proper literary taletold in a
relatively leisurely way, but then shifts into an urgent journalistic narrative of the present moment,
necessarily fragmented and impressionistic, and ends (spoiler dert! asif...) with the very narrative we have
just read stoppered into a bottle and tossed to safety from the destructive depths of a maelstrom, drawing,
presumably, the author to his death. It s all so technically ludicrous...

But overlooking that, and concentrating on the narrative of storm and shipwreck, the tale has an eerie power;
and with alittle effort, such as tweaking the narrative into a semblance of sense, the tale can acquire a
devastating existentia effect: afina cry carrying knowledge from the pits of aliving hell.

Poe lets out al the stopsin his description of a stormy surging sea, with sentence piled on sentence in an
accumulation of pell-mell force that gives the impression of a hulking edifice and atorrential inundation of
erosive force, an oceanic mountain range of words, with hyperbolic exaggerations adding either a touch of
theridiculous or akey to the insane terror of the recording mind.

And the Ship of Death, on which the narrator finds himself after his ship is crushed by it, with its senescent
ghost-like crew blind to the narrator’ s very being, is viscerally haunting, and ranks up there with the best of
Poe' swork.

Too bad the over-arching narrative conceit brings the tale down, but then, really, what more do we need, at
times, than potent imagery written well, damn the illogicality of the context? Thistale sticksin my craw.

Rozalia says

E?uaote ,avau@?BoAd, KATadlkaopvol va (UYIa{2Ua0TE aVaa 0T XEPA0G TNC
LV 2TNTAC,XWP?C VO KVOUE TIOT? TNV TEAEIWTIK? BouTi ? oTnv ?BLoco.

Brenda Suar ez says

iAy Allan Poe! Los océanosy mares son de mis mayores temores, e inminentemente tu vienes areforzar mis
miedos por ellos...

Dicen que este cuento no es de sus mejores trabajos, pero yo no quiero desaprobechar 1a orportunidad de
saborear y enriquecerme con la cantidad de palabras con textura decadente que el autor utiliza en esta obra.

Ademas la ambientacion llena de olas furiosas, tinieblas misteriosas y la desesperacion a saber que la
esperanza es poca, crearon unatempestad perfecta de leer.

«S temble? ante el huraca?n que nos ha perseguido hasta ahora, ¢co?mo no quedar transido de horror
frente al asalto de un viento y un oce?ano para los cuales |las palabras tornado y tempestad resultan
triviales e ineficaces?»




Nanou Nawel says

Je donne la note de 3,5 a cette nouvelle car je nel'al pas trouvé aussi captivante que celle du Chat Noir.

Cequej'ai remarqué dans les écrits d'Allan Poe c'est gu'il y atoujours le theme de I'état d'ame troublée et de
['angoisse.

ESRAA MOHAMED says

VXN XIX? PV D02 D777 70707707° ... 7077720700700 0007707007777 7777

Knigogdec says

PIXIVX? N DVXX00X007070770 20007009 000007007000 00 0707097 VX2, 7007070907707 °27777

M?ta MNamodnuUaKOTO?A0L says

Ouola0TIK? TPKEITAL VIO 200 OTI? TIC LOTOP?EC EKENVEC TOL Poe TIoL €Al K?2TwG T10... POUOVTIK?C
KOl TOEIOI 7PIKEG, L7000 ATT? VA T2MAO QAVTACTIK?C a@nong. MNpoocwrik?, dev €val AaTt? Ta

OYOTN U0 OV -0?TE WC 1OTOP?0 OAA? 0?T€ Kl WG €200C-, WOT?00 OV UTIOP? VA NV 0w TNV
Oe€10TEXV?0 UE TNV OTIO?0 ?XEl XEIPIOTE? TNV JIAPOPETIK? ALT? AOYOTEXVIK? A@ANGCN, TIOL G/0LPA
OTO U210 TWV OVAWWOTD TNG ENAL LOVAdIK?.

Claus Niemi says

Vuelve a ser un 3,5. Porgque aungue algunos rel atos de Poe me encantan, este la verdad me ha dejado



bastante indiferente. No sabria decir el motivo, pero me he quedado con demasiadas dudas en €l tintero
cuando termind la narracién, y no soy persona de soprotar las dudas.

Exina says

After asserting his own reliability, insisting he is practical rather than imaginative, an unnamed narrator tells
the story of his shipwreck. His vessel getsinto a storm then is crashed by another ship. At the moment of the
impact he winds over to the board of the enormous, weird, mysterious ship. First heis hiding, but soon
realizes that no one notices his presence, even if heisstanding in front of them.

Incomprehensible men! Wrapped up in meditations of a kind which | cannot divine, they pass
me by unnoticed. Concealment is utter folly on my part, for the people will not see. It was but
just now that | passed directly before the eyes of the mate --it was no long while ago that |
ventured into the captain's own private cabin, and took thence the materials with which I write,
and have written.

Thewriting styleis captivating, sprinkled with humor, but the story isfinished abruptly. You don’t
find out anything about the mysterious ship and its creepy, weird crew before they meet their inevitable end.

It appears to me a miracle of miracles that our enormous bulk is not swallowed up at once and
forever. We are surely doomed to hover continually upon the brink of Eternity, without taking a
final plunge into the abyss.

You areengaged in the story, your interest is piqued, then you areleft unsatisfied... What a pity...

Some scholars suggest that MS. Found in a Bottle was meant to be a satire of sea storiesin general,
especidly in light of the absurdity of the plot and the fact that the narrator unrealistically keeps a diary
through it al. (wikipedia)

But come on, is any of Poe'swritings realistic? Far from it. Maybe he just wanted to ride the trend of sea
tales and wrote his own spooky version.

Originally posted on my blog on June 21, 2014.

Kat In The Hat says

aka the flying Dutchman




Lisa James says

Morein the line of Poe's classic dark tales, thistale of a shipboard voyage to Hell is a page turner from
beginning to end. His descriptions are lurid & have a nightmarish quality about them.

Michael Sorbello says

Another extremely underrated tale of the macabre by Poe. The way the ocean is described in this story is
filled with gloomy, supernatural horror, yet it is so oddly beautiful and captivating that it makes the tragic
finale of the tale leave you all the more speechless.

Gothic horror blending with my deep fear of the sea made this a melancholy and exciting experience for me.

Bookdragon Sean says

Poe starts this one by making it absolutely clear that his narrator has no imagination; he is rational, stable,
and perhaps even alittle bit dull. So that means he is sane or, at the very least, he thinks he is. And there's
the rub. Why would he take such efforts to tell us this? Does he want you to believe this strange story?

| think so. He wants you to give his words credence. Then, when the impossible happens, you don’t doubt it.
Rabert Louis Stevenson did avery similar thing in The Srange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde. A perfectly
normal man narrates the story (Utterson) so when the world turns upside down you don’t doubt the
character’ s sanity or the plausibility of the events. However, with Poeit’s never that ssimple. When he turns
the realism off, there is always more to the occurrence. There is aways something darker in his character’s
mind.

The sea goes black and a strange ship hovers above the narrator’ s own:

All around was horror, and thick gloom, and a black sweltering desert of ebony. Superstitiousterror crept by
degreesinto the spirit of the old Swede, and my own soul was wrapped up in silent wonder.

And then the reality setsin. We can never fully trust one of Poe’s narrator’ s despite what he says about
himself. There is always something persecuting them or something troubling their mind. That's just how Poe
writes. It's not clear what this one’s problem is, but he' s definitely haunted by something. The story isa
progression of fragmented narrative sequences in the form of ajournal. Each is written when the narrator is
under a different degree of mental strain. Asthe story develops, the strain becomes heavier. The writing is
more erratic, passionate and nonsensical. It becomes much darker towards the end; it'slike heisn’t even
there on the ship, a silent observer of the new crew: a spectre.

To conceive the horror of my sensationsis, | presume, utterly impossible — yet a curiosity to penetrate the
mysteries of these awful regions predominates even over my despair, and will reconcile me to the most
hideous aspect of death.



Heisamost separate from all others. Are they ghosts? Or has he completely lost it? It'shard to tell. Thereis
ahigh degree of distance within the narrative. The narrator shares the fate of the crew, their “destiny,”
though he never really felt part of it. The story is dense and complex. I’ d argue that the narrator changed as
he wrote it. Something altered him resulting in this strange account, which is tenuous at best. I'm not entirely
sure he was even in on aghost ship at the end. He may have imagined it all. Why else would he tell you he
had no imagination? He wants you to believe hiswords. | smell an unreliable narrator. Thisis awonderfully
dark tale, complex and undefinable.

Andrel Tama? says

Inincipitul scrierii, Poeinsist? asuprarela?iel dintre fizic? 2 metafizic? (7 asuprainclina?iei oamenilor de a
0 explica pe ce-a de-adoua cu gjutorul principiilor celei dintéi), urmand ca apoi s?inf???eze o lumein care
metafizica (corelat? cu divinitatea) s? se arate c? ceva ce nu poate fi explicat, dar care cere afi sm%t...

Chris Pedroza says

Poe back at it with science-fiction from the 1830's. | find it peculiar that Poe makes the "mysterious”,
"divine", or "supernatural" be in agreement with science. | felt what he was trying show was that everything
we can't explain isjust what we don't know yet. For example, if we encounter another form of life whichis
thousands of years ahead of usin science, then we can expect their technologies, or anything that results
from it, will be like magic to us. So, what is the unexplainable, is what has not been analyzed in a scientific
sense.

Gayatri says

Sometimes you read title of a particular story and find it interesting but when you actually read the story, it
turns out, well, not-that-interesting! Reading this short story was that kind of experience for me.

I went into this story expecting something totally different, but bubble of my expectations was bursted and |
was |eft disappointed. ;|




