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Amina Mirsakiyeva says
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Evgeniy L apin says
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Katya says

Three stars exclusively for the propaganda of Russian history to the younger generation. The less young
generation might have to hide yawning while reading.

The book contains three novellas - Ognennyi perst (IX century, tribes of Kyi and Rurik). Plevok diavola
(Kiev of Yarodav the Wise) and Kniaz Kliukva (the period of Princes feuds probably before Viadimir
Monomach's accession). The characters of each novella belong to the same Slavic clan and have a specia
kind of a birthmark inherited from distant common ancestors.

The book offers abundant historical information with interesting authentic details - Akunin produces a
picturesque fabric of Russian life, but the characters are quite cardboard like. One can feel that the book is
written with a purpose of educating the youth about Russian History. Which is quite sad, because all
Akunin's readers remember and love Erast Fandorin - a great example of an interesting character in a
historical novel. However, these novellas fedl like smth betwixt and between a textbook and fascinating
reading.
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