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A Kid’s Curiosity … A Parent’s Nightmare
The award-winning author of "Anybody’s Daughter" is back with an addictive courtroom drama that gives
readers a shocking look inside the juvenile criminal justice system.

Graylin Alexander is a model fourteen-year-old. When his adolescent curiosity gets the best of him, Graylin
finds himself embroiled in a sexting scandal that threatens to ruin his life. Jenny Ungerman, the attorney
hired to defend Graylin, is smart, confident and committed. She isn’t thrilled, however, when ex-prosecutor
Angela Evans joins Graylin’s defense team. The two women instantly butt heads. Can they put aside their
differences long enough to ensure Graylin gets justice?

Unbeknownst to Angela, her boyfriend Dre is wrestling with his own drama. Someone from his past wants
him dead. For Dre, his response is simple—kill or be killed.

To invite Pamela to a book club meeting or speaking engagement, visit her website at
www.pamelasamuelsyoung.com.

READ AN EXCERPT!

Chapter 1

Graylin
“What’s the matter, Mrs. Singletary? Why do I have to go to the principal’s office?”

I’m walking side-by-side down the hallway with my second-period teacher. Students are huddled together
staring and pointing at us like we’re zoo animals. When a teacher at Marcus Preparatory Academy escorts
you to the principal’s office, it’s a big deal. Nothing like this has ever happened to me before. I’m a good
student. I never get in trouble.
Mrs. Singletary won’t answer my questions or even look at me. I hope she knows she’s only making me
more nervous.

“Mrs. Singletary, please tell me what’s wrong?”

“Just follow me. You’ll find out in a minute.”

I’m about to ask her another question when it hits me. Something happened to my mama!

My mama has been on and off drugs for as long as I can remember. I haven’t seen her in months and I don’t
even know where she lives. No one does. I act like it doesn’t bother me, but it does. I’ve prayed to God a
million times to get her off drugs. Even though my granny says God answers prayers, He hasn’t answered
mine, so I stopped asking.

I jump in front of my teacher, forcing her to stop. “Was there a death in my family, Mrs. Singletary? Did
something happen to my mama?”



“No, there wasn’t a death.”

She swerves around me and keeps going. I have to take giant steps to keep up with her.

Once we’re inside the main office, Mrs. Singletary points at a wooden chair outside Principal Keller’s office.
“Have a seat and don’t move.”

She goes into the principal’s office and closes the door. My head begins to throb like somebody’s banging on
it from the inside. I close my eyes and try to calm down. I didn’t do anything wrong. It’s probably just—Oh
snap! The picture!
I slide down in the chair and pull my iPhone from my right pocket. My hands are trembling so bad I have to
concentrate to keep from dropping it. I open the photos app and delete the last picture on my camera roll. If
anyone saw that picture, I’d be screwed.

Loud voices seep through the closed door. I lean forward, straining to hear. It almost sounds like Mrs.
Singletary and Principal Keller are arguing.

“It’s only an allegation. We don’t even know if it’s true.”

“I don’t care. We have to follow protocol.
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From Reader Review Abuse of Discretion (Dre Thomas Series Book
3) for online ebook

Maya B says

Amazing read. I highly recommend to parents with teenage children. I found this book to be educational and
entertaining. Bravo Ms. Young!!

Shannan Harper says

I wish I could give this book ten stars

Pamela Samuels young had done it again. In this third book in the series, Dre and his niece Brianna are back.
Not only are they be g threatened, but Graylin, son of Dre's friend, Gus is in trouble for receiving a picture of
a naked classmate and is in danger of being convicted and having to register as a sex offender at the age of
14. this book is powerful, and I had to put it down several time just to keep from totally losing it and get too
upset. A must read for teenagers and any adult with teenagers in their lives.

Tulay says

Must read.

Author Pamela Samuels Young always write about our societies problems, especially youngsters. She knows
intimately what she is writing, always trying to open our eyes and be better parents, grandparents.
Technology in our youngsters hand not only educational, also exposing them many things that harms them.
This book about how innocent fourteen years old boy dragged to court for the picture he received on his cell
phone at the school.

Renee says

A sign of the times

I recently saw book 1 So I started it Then after not being able to put it down I read 2 immediately after 1
Now after 3 I'm greedy, I wan t more

Alretha Thomas says

Excellent.



Deborah Arrington says

EXCELLENT

Me Young each time I read one of your books I end up tired the next day, cause I couldn't put it down. I will
tell all of my friends and colleagues to check their children,'s pbone. Fast paced, great read

Cheryl says

This is the second book I have read by this author. This book features Angela Evans from one of the author's
other series as well as her boyfriend, Dre. I have not read the series featuring Angela but I liked what I
experienced in regards to her driven personality. Plus, I thought that she and Dre made a good couple.

Back to Angela. She is a strong but smart woman and that is why in the beginning she and Jenny did butt
heads. Yet, this is only because Jenny was talented as well. However, when these two women got together,
they were a strong powerhouse. It was nice to see them in action. Which the case that they had involving
Graylin was an interesting one. I like the author did not realize just how serious the nature of receiving a
nude picture from a minor is. I knew that sending one was really bad and of course receiving one is bad as
well but if you did not prompt the sender from sending you the photo; should you be branded a sex offender
for life. Graylin seemed like a good kid. I liked all of the characters and the storyline was nicely done. I now
want to go back and read the prior novels to get more background about the characters. Abuse of Discretion
is worth you time to check out.

Leslie aka StoreyBook Reviews says

I did not expect this book to enrage me and pull at my heartstrings at the same time.

This is the 3rd in a series and while reading the first two might help understand a few situations a little better,
it is fine to read on its own.

You might have heard of sexting and that many teens do it all the time. This book takes a look at that issue
and the case where the state of California is charging those teens as sex offenders and in same cases with a
felony. If you stop for a moment and think of the long term effects should a 12-17 year old be charged with a
felony of possession of pornography, it can be quite startling. Sure not all kids are angels but imagine a
seemingly innocent child taken to the extremes because of how a law is being interpreted.

This story kept me on edge because it was hard to know how this was going to turn out. The various twists
and turns of the legal system, the parents of the young woman affected and even the underlying story about
Dre and his past was enough to keep me on my toes trying to figure out how it might end. I liked how Jenny
and Angela came together to defend Graylin and despite some of Graylin's actions, I felt bad for the situation
in which he was placed by over zealous parents and the DA's office.

I didn't want the story to end and appreciated the notes from the author at the end to discuss this topic and



how it needs to be discussed with your children, no matter their age. I plan to have a discussion with mine!

Teresa B Howell says

Reality

This book touched home for me. I’m an educator that has witnessed charges being pressed against a 6th
grader due to “sexting”. I could feel all of the emotions of each character as the author peeled back all of the
daunting causes and effects of today’s “ikids”. I have never finished a book that was this long in such a short
period of time. It kept me engaged and I’m glad Graylin had a happy ending. Unfortunately there are so
many students I know that didn’t get such luck.

Lindsay says

Abuse of Discretion is about a boy that saves a picture of and is the one that got accused of something he did
not do. What will the justice system do about it? Is the adult system better than the juvenile criminal justice
system?

The author takes you inside the juvenile criminal justice system with this story and plot. It about a boy and
sex-texting. Will Graylin be put in jail for something he did not do or will be saved interact and that he got a
photo of a classmate saved on his phone? He was just doing what young kids do at their age of fourteen. Will
the truth be set him free or not.

Why do juvenile criminal justice system judges like to lock up teens and not let them go? It could have to do
with something about the law written by the state. We get an inside of the system and to find out what
happens we see Pamela and Angelica take on the case of depending Graylin.

Dres Thomas has his own problems to deal with. Will he outwit the Shepard or will he be killed himself?
You will need to find out by reading. Pamela Samuels Young write the plot well. She throws in twist and
turns and mystery throughout the book.

Ellowyn says

This book is a must read. I was enlightened to a lot about child pornography and sexting. I think everyone
that reads this book should educate the young people they come in contact with about technology, social
media etc. Great job Pamela Samuels Young for opening our eyes to this hot topic involving our young
people.

Shavonna Futrell says

Very Emotional Read



This was a very emotional book, I have heard all of her books are informative and emotional. I was so sad
and mad through out this book I had to stop reading and go find out the outcome because my nerves were so
tore up I could not take it. This author educated me on this subject, I highly recommend this book to all
parents.

Victorious Ladies Reading Book Club

Jeanetta Glass says

Informative and unfortunately, necessary

Pamela Samuels Young has done it again! The story was gripping, as all of her stories have been. She did an
outstanding job educating readers about the consequences of teens sexting and the fact that several states
need to revisit their laws regarding cases such as Graylin's.

Kimberly Hicks says

Parents beware! If you haven’t checked your children’s cell phones recently, you may be so inclined to do so
after having read this shocking new book by my favorite legal author, Pamela Samuels Young.

Do you remember when you were 14 years old? For some of us, that may be too far back to remember, but I
can tell you one thing, sexting wasn’t something that any of us knew about, let alone heard of. Graylin
Alexander is living in the here and now. And unfortunately, he’s been summoned to the Principal’s office
unaware of why he’s being asked to go. As he nervously awaits, he’s greeted by two police officers with
critical issues in mind. When Graylin asks what he did wrong, the officers immediately tell him he’s been
accused of harboring pornography—and not just any pornography but a naked picture of one of his
schoolmates. Of course, Graylin flat out denies this allegation, and when further probed by the police, they
ask if he has his cell phone on him, which, again, Graylin denies. But what you must keep in mind is that
Graylin specifically, on more than one occasion, told the police he was not permitted to speak with them
without his father being present. Humph, did that matter to the police? Hell no! They continued to grill
Graylin as if he was some hardened criminal.

What felt like an eternity to Graylin only amounted to about fifteen minutes of an interrogation, but Graylin
being a basic good kid and having excellent grades, just wanted to get to his grandma and be in the creature
comforts he knew to be his home. When his cell phone begins ringing in his back pocket, the police knew
they had their man—oh, my bad, their teen. Or so it would seem? They continually demanded he give up his
password to his phone, and after much intimidation tactics, Graylin does so unwillingly, and there beholds
the naked picture of his schoolmate. What was Graylin to do? All the smarts in the world wasn’t going to get
him out of this one.

Finally, Gus, Graylin’s father, gets to the school to try and sort the whole misunderstanding out, the police
had no time to explain their position to him. They handcuffed Graylin, put him in the police car and drove
him off to a world he had never known—juvenile hall. This young man didn’t have anything on his squeaky-
clean record, is now in the system blemished. So, what did Graylin do when he was locked up in a kid’s
prison? Resorted to be a kid and cried his eyes out. What did he do that was so wrong? Hell, boys back in the



day hid Playboy magazines and any others in their bedrooms to look at for self-satisfaction. But kids today
have technology and it is not always on their side.

This was a tough story to read because it felt so damn real. OMG, I found myself screaming at the situation
because it was so unfair for what happened to Graylin. He was a typical young boy, curious about the
opposite sex, not trying to hurt anyone, and because someone texted him a sexted picture through Snapchat,
his world literally turned upside down and back around again. Wow, I had no idea this sort of thing was
happening in real life. There are tons of kids facing real adult court with heavy adult charges put upon them
simply because they possessed nude photos of teens their age or a little older. To treat these children like
they are pedophiles is downright preposterous to me. What are the court systems thinking by doing this to
kids?

As usual, Young never lets me down. When I tell you this sista can write, that is truly an understatement.
She’s a happening author of today! She makes the reader pay attention to real-life issues like it’s nobody’s
business. If you don’t come away learning something from her novels, then you are incapable of
understanding what it means to be educated. I’m here to tell you this book blew me away. I just did not want
to believe our courts are being bogged down with these idiotic cases that don’t have any business taking up
the people’s time and taxpayers’ money. My God, where does it end?

Mello & June gives Abuse of Discretion five righteous stars! Wowwwww! I tell you, readers, Pamela
Samuels Young is one of my favorite authors for a reason. She never ever lets me down. If you’re looking
for an author that is socially adept and brings the drama, you don’t need to look any further—this author will
do that for you and more! What an outstanding read, and, as usual, I devoured the book too quickly, but it
cannot be helped. When the writing is that good and the storyline is so spot on, how do you put a book down
like that? Umm, you don’t.

Bella Reads and Reviews says

Sexting is the topic of this excellent courtroom drama. Fourteen-year-old Graylin has a nude photo of a
classmate on his cell phone, and someone has tipped off the police. Graylin didn’t take the photo; someone
Snapchatted him anonymously, but he took a screenshot and now faces charges of possession of child
pornography. He hasn’t distributed it or even shown it to his best friend, but if he is found guilty as charged,
this straight-A student and all-around good kid will go on record as a sex offender for the rest of his life.

Compounding the odds against him is the fact that he is a black kid with an ex-con for a dad and a drug-
addicted mother who has disappeared from his life. His school friends and family and his attorney, Angela
Evans, are all black, as is the author, which gives this novel a welcome freshness in point of view and
experience. And, it is a fast-paced, all-absorbing story that was hard to put down.

The story is told through the eyes of several individuals, including Graylin, his friends and family, Angela,
and also The Shepherd, a sex trafficker who specializes in kidnapping children. As book three in the Dre
Thomas Series, it continues the story of Angela’s boyfriend, Dre Thomas, whose niece was taken by The
Shepherd. His testimony has put The Shepherd in prison, and The Shepherd is out for revenge.

Author Pamela Samuels Young is an attorney with experience in the juvenile justice system, and online
safety is one of her areas of interest. Sex trafficking in the United States is another topic she covers in an
effort to raise awareness about dangers facing young people today. Abuse of Discretion makes a thought-



provoking statement about current-day sexual permissiveness in advertising, movies, and television: How
can we blame today’s children for accepting as normal what we have allowed to become ubiquitous in their
environment?


