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Summoned under mysterious circumstances to meet Jake Lawrence, one of the world’ s richest entrepreneurs,
Angela Day may be on the threshold of a brighter future. The reclusive multibillionaire is planning a
takeover of a hot, new company—and he wants Angelato apply her considerable skills in banking to make
sureit all goes smoothly . . . and secretly. In exchange, Lawrence promises to use his formidable influence to
permanently reunite Angela with her son, whom she lost in a custody battle to her adulterous, connected ex-
husband. It’ s the one reward for which Angelawould risk everything. But with enormous wealth and power
comes the ultimate price tag. For enemies everywhere have marked the man for death. And anyone close to
him—namely, Angela Day—is fair game.
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Layla Mathbout says

if you're looking for some action in your reading life this book can be a great choice.
even for someone who can't care less about finance and banking systems like me; the very well designed
back story and some very attractive characters made up a great reading experience.

L ee says

This book goes back to Frey’s old standby finance and takeovers. Angela Day a vice president is summoned
to meet with the richest man in the world a recluse who wants her to investigate a takeover for him. She
becomes embroiled in a scandal at her own bank over minority lending practices and wondersif sheis being
used as a scapegoat or stalking horse. When people start dropping will she survive. OK read.

Johnnie Gee says

A very rich mysterious man requests a meeting with avery mid-level executive of abank. The questionis
why, isit on the up and up? Is the rich guy telling you the truth and why you? There are other more qualified
people to do the job. Plus she is giving out information about racial discrimination with in the bank and
could lose her job.

It isagood story with a couple of twists that were not expected.

Carol Pirog says

I loved this book. Characters were well developed. Suspense right up to the end made this book a page
turner. | couldn't put it down.

Livia says

A woman with an MBA and a banking career, once married to a very wealthy man, is summoned by another
wealthy man, to take aleave from her current job and assist him in atake over of an up and coming
company. She comes with some very serious baggage, including a divorce and a forced loss of her young
son. She has very serious enemies and so does the mysterious wealthy man employing her.

This could have been areally good thriller unfortunately the author lost me in the prologue and what
happened there played havoc with me enjoying the rest of the story. | don't think I'll be reading Stephen Frey
again any time soon.



Michael Parker says

| hesitated between three and four stars for this book. Frey certainly knows how to write and produced an
entertaining read with thisthriller. But there was so much detail about banking that | could have used it as
study material for adegree in finance. Take out the minutiae about the heady world of corporate bankers and
the book becomes a novelette. Yes, it wasaNew York Times best seller (aren't they al?), and I'm sure fans
of Frey will tell me that the detail was essential. There were elements in the book which | believe | can
identify asa'way out' for thriller writers who need to wash over tricky parts that find the charactersin
unlikely situations. But | can forgive al that because | appreciate what it takes to produce stories of this
calibre. | recommend it but | will think hard before | settle down with another Stephen Frey novel.

Sandy says

Listening to thisin my car while running errands.

Richard says

| do enjoy a Stephen Frey book. There is ways a good, thrilling and twisting plot with plenty of insight into
how the world of high finance operates. The main character always seemsto be alow level, hard-working
financial individual who then rises to beat the bad guys, David & Goliathesque. Never awasted word. Just
good, well scripted fiction that certainly keeps meintrigued right up to the thrilling end.

| can't believe what | just read.

Serioudly? Thisishow | seeit:

An employee, a VP, finding atop-confidential memo AND handing it to ajournalist who then proceeds
making a big splash of an article proofed by this memo??

And both believe it's ok to behave in such an unprofessional way. And yes, these girls basically meet on the
steps of the bank in plain view of every employee bothering to look.

And the banking empoyee doesn't see the absense of promotion coming her way and even feels betrayed
when she discovers that in fact she was viewed by the bank's senior management as the source of the info
leak?

| can't believe people can be that stupid. Many careers have gone poof over slighter offences. As a matter of
fact the VP girl should have been fired and sued.

There usually are different levels of confidentiality assigned to various documents for a reason. It's not only
Ms. Clinton who would do well to learn the difference between various confidentiality types but also people
from various walks of life aswell.

Basically such behaviour qualifies as corporate espionnage. And running corpesp schemes against the very



bank you are trying to climb careeer ladder at isn't the best recommended course of action for an aspiring
banker.

| also feel rather baddish about the author's attempts to make the said jackass top manager as villaneous as
possible. While the premise was definitely needed for the book, it still didn't make the untrsustworthy VP's
actions ook any saner.

Y es, the memo in question wasin fact extremely unsensitive, full of racist shit etc. But the fact remains
standing that this was confidential information not meant for sharing with friends outside of the bank. Most
definitely not with an investigative journalist with a pronounced hard on for the said banks jackass top
manager.

| get avibe the author worked in journalism and didn't work in finance or at least wasn't particularly
successful at it. Otherwise it would have been plain clear that there would be alot more difficult
ramifications for the VP than the ones portrayed here.

Robert Bacal says

A good yarn, but not the best from Frey. But tons of twists and turns which makesit afour star. The catch
for the reader isthat you really have to suspend your sense of disbelief, particularly because some things
happen in this book that aren't explained. People follow lots of other people, and somehow it's never
explained how they can track them so well. There'stons of those little unexplained details. Because of the
fun twists and runs, afour star. But | prefer the Gillette series alot more.

Jerry King says

2003

Carol says

Veteran financia thriller writer Stephen Frey returns with another novel of greed and intrigue set in the back
corridors of finance. Angela Day, an up-from-the-trailer-park young executive on the fast track at Sumter
Bank in Richmond, Va,, is summoned to a Tetons hideaway, lair of the reclusive and powerful moneyman
Jake Lawrence.

Lawrence wants Day to help him take over Sumter Bank and oust Day's boss, chairman Bob Dudley. There
isno love lost between Day and the despicable racist Dudley, who schemes to keep blacks out of white
neighborhoods by denying them loans; helping Lawrence would mean lots of money and a golden career for
Day. But it also puts her life in danger, and she finds herself carelesdy used as a pawn by both men. Tossin
amuckraking black reporter friend of Day's, whose presence stirs her guilt over the horrific death of a black
schoolmate at a college frat party, and a cowboyish bodyguard (complete with ten-gallon hat and pocket
flask), and you have the makings of atelevision movie.

Frey is best describing the internecine workings of financia institutions and those who manipulate them, but



it's hard to spin an exciting yarn out of mortgage applications, especially when a stereotyped cast of hopeful
black homeownersiis pitted against nasty Southern good ol' boys. Frey's unremarkable prose ("How could
humans be so awful? Why couldn't they just get along?"') doesn't help.

Summoned under mysterious circumstances to meet Jake Lawrence, one of the world’ s richest entrepreneurs,
Angela Day may be on the threshold of a brighter future. The reclusive multibillionaire is planning a
takeover of a hot, new company—and he wants Angelato apply her considerable skills in banking to make
sureit all goes smoothly . . . and secretly. In exchange, Lawrence promises to use his formidable influence to
permanently reunite Angelawith her son, whom she lost in a custody battle to her adulterous, connected ex-
husband. It s the one reward for which Angelawould risk everything. But with enormous wealth and power
comes the ultimate price tag. For enemies everywhere have marked the man for death. And anyone close to
him—namely, Angela Day—is fair game. Pretty good read!!!

Marc Friedman says

Excellent! Fast moving, very entertaining.

TaQuanda Taylor says

| can't remember the last time | gave abook five stars and if it had not been for the final two chaptersthis
would have recieved four stars.

Not my normal read but this story was so well written that it pulled me in the more | read it.

AngelaDay is mysteriousy summoned and hired by the richest man in the world to help him acquire a
company and she can't turn him down because what he is ooffering is too good to pass up on-a chance to be
with her son full-time.

This book touches heavily on race issues, finances and back-stabbing.

Stephen Frey gives you just enough intrigue to keep you reading and in the final two chapters he flipsit on
its head, giving you ajaw dropping twist that will have you wondering if there were clues that you missed
along the way.

Highly recommended to others.

Donna says

Lots of twists and turns. Suspenseful




