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A #1 New York Times bestseller

Batman is not a hero. Heisjust aman: fallible, vulnerable, and angry.

In a Gotham City where friend and foe are indistinguishable, Bruce Wayne's path toward becoming the Dark
Knight is riddled with more obstacles than ever before. Focused on punishing his parents’ true killers, and
the corrupt police that allowed them to go free, Bruce Wayne's thirst for vengeance fuels his mad crusade
and no one, not even Alfred, can stop him.

In the tradition of the #1 New York Times bestselling Superman: Earth One, Volume 1, writer Geoff Johns
and artist Gary Frank re-imagine a new mythology for the Dark Knight, where the familiar is no longer the
expected in this long-awaited original graphic novel from DC Comics.
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StoryTeller Shannon says

Back in the day Earth 2 was where the Justice Society of Americalived separately from the Justice League
of Americaon Earth 2 but then that all changed after FINAL CRISIS and a number of other graphic novels
too long to list here.

Tale focuses upon avery new Batman who istrying to find out if his parents were murdered by a Mayor
Cobblepot (yeah, The Penguin but he's thinner in the artwork). He's still learning to use gadgets he designed
himself and the tale opens with him making a big mistake as a superhero.

Alfred is ex-military and trains Bruce with some reluctance. He isn't much of a stodgy butler.

The best part about thistaleisthat it flipsalot of typical Batman elements around yet keeps things we know
well enough to stabilize the tale and not force a huge information dump upon the reader.

Vivid artwork by Gary Frank and written by Geoff Johns.

ARTWORK PRESENTATION: B plusto A minus;, STORY/PLOTTING/PANELS: B plus,
CHARACTERS/DIALOGUE: B plusto A minus, ACTION SCENES: B to B plus;, BATMAN
MYTHOLOGY: B plus; OVERALL GRADE: B plus; WHEN READ: early December 2013

L ashaan Balasingam (Bookidote) says

You can find my review on my blog by clicking here.

Let’s get something out of the way. Sometimes, you just got to dive into a book without having expectations.
Expectations are destructive and prone to send you reeling down deception and disappointment. It is true that
one out a thousand times, expectations has you jittering, at the edge of your seat and ready to jump out of the
comfort of your bed and sky-rocket through the concrete ceiling. Thisisn’t due to the fact that the author
conveyed a story that met your expectations. It's because they managed to surpass what you wished would
happen and have you explode in happiness to the big surprise the book has gave you. Do you see what | see?
The secret to a splendid read? It' sin having none to little expectations. Now friends from far lands on the
world, be very wary about your level of expectations. It’s for your own good.

It might come as a surprise, but we' re about to enter uncharted territories. A revamp of Batman's debut story
that however doesn’'t score very high in my books is what we have with Batman Earth One (Volume 1).
What we have in this story is a Bruce Wayne blinded by a unquenchable thirst for revenge. Revenge for the
tragic story around his parents. Looked over by the great Alfred Pennyworth, Batman hunts for the
individual responsible to tragedy while lending a helping hand in the apprehension of avillain that
coincidentally stirs Bruce' s past. This series was written by the great Geoff Johns and the help of artist Gary



Frank back in 2012. Only the beginning to plenty of volumes to come, Earth One knows as much praise as
hate as it ventures in ideas that have created and set the foundation to the one and only man in the dark cowl
and cape.

Here' sthe thing. | opened this book with alot excitement. My body was drenched with joy and | couldn’t
wait to find out what Geoff Johns had in store for me. Taking on the origins of Batman and making it

modern seemed like an absolutely brilliant idea. After all, comics have went along way and so many things
could be added and changed after the extraordinary storytelling avenues that other authors have managed to
explore and exploit through the comic medium. However, what happened with Batman Earth One (Volume
1) was something along the lines of a dlippery slope down rock-bottom. It had me questioning the very minds
of the writers, then wondering if readers who enjoyed this volume had defective taste buds, only to then
realize that | jumped into this book with the wrong mindset.

Geoff Johns remains an amazing writer and could definitely add this seriesto hislist of great works. The plot
hovers around Bruce Wayne' s thirst for vengeance and hisfirst missions as Batman. He' s on atough
learning curve as he lets his emotions steer his actions and has yet to understand how to deal with the
scumbags in the streets of Gotham without putting himself and othersin harm’sway. As he slowly triesto
uncover the secrets behind the tragedy around his parents, the story also explores the relationship between
Bruce Wayne and Alfred Pennyworth. In fact, Alfred has been truly reimagined in this story as he portrays a
character alot more bad-ass than one would imagine of the tall, skinny and wise man we all love and enjoy
seeing Batman getting lectured by. Although Alfred is embodied in amore physically strong and war-
molded body, he keeps his wisdom and straight-forwardness. Batman Earth One (Volume 1) also
investigates Bruce Wayne' s mother’ s story alot more than any other writer has ever done. Thisistruly
appreciable since the mothers story has been more often than not scarcely mentioned. Fans know alot more
about the father, his surgeon history and hisimpact on Bruce Wayne.

Several other characters are also developed and, some, had their personas changed drastically. Harvey
Bullock knows hisintroduction in this volume and, boy, must | say that he was one character that shouldn’t
have known this much change. In this volume, Bullock is poster face boy, starred in a TV show and has the
personality of arookie cop who's never seen the real deal before. He plays the role of the innocent, yet
dumb, character who learns the harsh realities of Gotham the hard way. On the other hand, you have James
Gordon telling Bullock al hisfaults and lack of restraint in trying to rid Gotham of evil. Gordon plays the
cop who's been under the pressure of criminals thumbs and doesn’t dare to lift afinger on them. Until his
values are challenged, push comes to shove and desperate times has him going for desperate measures. These
two characters have interesting character development and Geoff Johns does a great job in exploring their
chemistry. Yet, | felt that the original characters conveyed better messages than these revamped versions of
them. Harvey Bullock was never admirable and enjoyable to hear or see. His attitude prompted more disgust
than anything else from my part. What Gordon brought to Gotham city was far more remarkable in hisinitial
origin story than in Batman Earth One. In fact, this brings me to realize that the foundation to Batman's
legacy was far more interesting and genuine than Earth One was able to look into. Although, I'll still give
credit to Geoff Johns and friends for their interesting approach to the Dark Knight. One thing | found
unforgivable and despicable is Penguin’'s progression in the story. Hisrole in the story (in Gotham city) was
quite interesting. However, the ending of the volume left me disgusted. Y ou just can’t do something like that
with a character that has so much background and potential in the Bat-verse.

Absolutely beautiful and engaging. That fully characterizes the artwork in this volume. Gary Frank’ s talents
can be easily observed throughout the story. Gotham city has never looked like the deepest rock-bottom.
Dark, shallow, depressing and hopeless. The artwork adds more thick and heavy layers to the greed,
corruption and crime that roams the streets of Batman’s neighborhood. In fact, Bruce Wayne' s blinded fury



and need to complete his vendetta are impressively accentuated by the artwork. The colors and the finesse in
the penciling manages to put emphasis on the rage that consumes our beloved hero. The artwork also
manages to portray every character uniquely and somehow easily represents the characters through their
body language. | have to say that Harvey Bullock and Penguin were probably the two characters that
conveyed mixed feelingsin me. Bullock had a more cliche representation and irritated me in the type of
character he was to be in this revamp story. While Penguin’s looks weren't really satisfying. It felt like he
was half of what he looked like in most storylines and half human. Y es, penguin never really looked human
to me. That made him pretty scary and fascinating. Although the artwork still captures a good essence of the
character through facial expression. Finally, some people have problems with Batman’s cowl and armor. |
actually found it original and thought it added a little more realism to the superhero. In fact, another element
noticed by alot of readersis Batman's eyes. Asbanal asthat is, the change is quickly observable. | didn’'t
find too much problem init, but | do believe it takes away some elements of fear in the character. Guess
sometimes the answer isn’t alwaysin the eyes. Have to show some kind of humanity in the man dressed in
black.

Batman Earth One (Volume 1) is arobust attempt in transforming Batman's origin story. Although Frank
Miller' s origin story of Batman in Batman Y ear One was a magnificent story, Geoff Johns revamp story has
its own set of innovations. It's not easy to challenge afairly well-anchored origin story in society and bring
new perspectives to a superhero loved worldwide. One thing’s for sure, this volume is sure to entertain any
newcomers to Batman’ s universe and might however be controversial to some heights for other readers.
What really marked meisthat it didn’t have enough originality for what it was trying to bring to the table.
Cliches were implemented here and there and that was sort of aturn-off (from the badass-ness of Alfred to
Bullock’ s personality).Poignant, startling, dark and beautiful, Batman Earth One (Volume 1) still deservesto
be read. It definitely has my attention. | do plan on checking out the following volume and see where Earth
One leads Batman. Earth One however doesn't limit itself to Batman. The idea behind it isto revamp major
DC Universe characters and reboot their origins stories; giving readers a new take on our favorite
superheroes. If you haven't already checked it, you should definitely read Superman Earth One asit’sfirst
volume does a brilliant reimagination of the Man of Steel and his origin. Geoff Johns sure does know what
he' s doing. At least for some comics.

Yourstruly,

Lashaan | Blogger and Book Reviewer
Official blog: https://bookidote.com/

Donovan says

Batman isjust aman, hislegend unbuilt. Bruce Wayne, young and arrogant, makes mistakes, takes bullets,
and falls from buildings to discover the truth. And with the help of Alfred, ex-mercenary, hefindsit.

Cheese says

3.5 stars!

S000000000000 Earth one, by Geoff.



Not bad, not bad indeed. Y ou get to see young little Bruce be alittle shit then his parents get killed because
he was being alittle shit. Slight exaggeration, but it gives better prospective to his guilt.

| wasn't hot on the artwork for the characterisations, apart from maybe cobblepot. | liked that it was more
adult themed and | enjoyed the fact that they themed and framed it about the death of his parents, almost like
ayear one.

The way bullock was portrayed was excellent, | even felt sorry for him.

One question though, does Geoff not get bored of writing for DC only?

Jeff says

Nowadays portraying Batman as anything less than a total badass is not de rigueur; therefore, Geoff John’s
back-to-the-drawing-board Batman as candy-assed greenhorn crime fighter shows a bit of game.

Bruce Wayne' s new at the pummeling-ne’ er-do-wells-into-unconsciousness thing, so he's bat-grappling by
the seat of his pants; therefore, coming-to behind the Gotham City Waffle House takes some adjusting too.

Note to Batman: At least you're still wearing pants.

He' s single-minded in his attempt to take revenge on those responsible for his parents’ death...

..and even has to prove himself to aless quippy, more bad-ass Alfred.

Batman’ s got along way to go before the bat-spark plugs are firing on the metaphorical bat-mobile...

Alright. Okay. He's still Batman.

And he's headed in the right direction.

Bottom line: Unlike some of my friends (read: Anne), I’ ve never been much of afan of Geoff Johns—he's
put out decent stuff but never anything to really wow me. Super hero origin stories are waysripe for are-
boot and it’s curious to see how much the creator is willing to rework the original tale and how inventive
they can be with the character elements that have been around for decades.



John's does a decent job, but just how many times can these iconic characters’ origin stories get a shiny paint
job?

An$wer: the $ky’$ the limit.

I wish Geoff Johns was this good all the time.

L Alec says

Isthis still my Batman?

Geoff Johns hotly anticipated Batman: Earth One isafamiliar tale... barely. Don't get me wrong; you've got
the right notes being hit (Bruce's parents being murdered, his desire to wage awar on crime, Alfred’s
unwavering dedication to Bruce) but it’' s the key that’ s different. This Batman origin tale is not unlike
finding yourself in a place you’ ve visited before, long ago. And instead of finding it as you left it, the world
has changed into something disturbingly familiar. Disturbing because you can still remember how it used to
be since, strangely, that’s not what it is anymore.

Johns creates a new Gotham that seems, somehow, even more corrupt and morally bankrupt than the one we
all know. The corners seem darker, the shadows more threatening, the atmosphere oppressively dismal. This
a Gotham without hope. A Gotham whose Mayor Cobblepot parades escorts around. A Gotham with no hope
and no help. And at the centre, instead of aboy making avow to protect the city, you have ayoung Bruce
Wayne who wants only one thing--revenge. And somehow, in that small adjustment, Johns makes Bruce
human. Ironically, it occurs to me that this perspective has never really been explored before. | think we're
all very used to Bruce the superhuman, who' s travelled the world over, transforming himself into the perfect
weapon for hiswar on crime. We don’t have that here. Instead, we' re given Bruce the furious survivor,
somewhat trained, unpolished and determined to have his revenge. It produces a refreshingly frustrating
read; | kept expecting Bruce to make that epic decision to be aforce for good in a dark time--but that never
really happens. And I'm actually glad it doesn't. Why? Because that’ s something new. But that novelty isn’t
exclusive to Bruce Wayne.

Where Johns shinesisin the recreation of a supporting cast. Rather than make Batman: Earth One a journey
of transformation for Bruce alone, Johns allows us all to see the pivotal moments for severa characters at
once. Alfred becomes Bruce' s butler and confidant out of duty (rather than love) only to develop genuine
affection for the boy. Gordon becomes the cop who can’'t be bought only after having been under the thumb
of acriminal. Harvey Bullock becomes the hard-nosed, seen-it-all detective by coming through horror. Johns
peels back the layers of these essential characters and gives them origin stories of their own.

I won’t go into the plot. | think the changes that Johns offers are worth exploring and therefore worth
experiencing first hand. As| suggested before, the familiar notes are there, it’ s the world around the tragedy
that has drastically changed.

So why 3 stars instead of 5? Because while there is much to celebrate in this graphic novel, there'salso alot
to be desired and even more to frustrate.



The most prevalent problem was the clear fact that this graphic novel was not written to be self-contained.
Unlike J. Michael Straczynski’s spectacular Superman: Earth One, Johns' Batman: Earth One was very
obviously written with asequel (or sequels) in mind. And what’ s wrong with that? Honestly, in terms of a
series of books, very little. But when you consider that this supposedly self-contained story is, in fact, not
self-contained, you' ve alienated the reader. The problem is that the finger-posting is blatant and somewhat
awkward. It' s important to prepare for future events but that preparation must be subtle in order to be
effective. The manner in which it occurs here assumes that the reader needs their hands held. Moreover, it
robs the audience of that “| knew it!” moment that we all find so satisfying. Further, finger-posting should
not be at the cost of the plot you have in hand. Ultimately, the story often reads like a preface to a text that
that doesn’t yet exist and so the text feelslikeit’' s reaching for branches that aren’t there.

Still, textual interdependenceisn’t always a bad thing.

Thetext constantly gestures towards many classic Batman moments. This intertextuality wasinitially
troublesome but upon reflection, | thought it was interesting. The memorable scenes were not simply copied
into the new text but revised, creating a new history. These moments are ultimately intensely satisfying,
acknowledging the extant lore while ensuring that Batman: Earth One remains distinct.

My feelings about Batman: Earth One are deeply conflicted but, truthfully, that’s enough of areason to
suggest taking a chance on the text. It’s problematic yet somehow undeniably interesting--likely because it’s
problematic. Geoff Johns' Batman: Earth Oneisn't asimple retelling of Batman'sfirst steps-—-it’sarevision
of some of the core elements that came to shape Gotham’s Dark Knight. But with that revision comes the
realization that we have a new Batman with new motivations and different skills. And with that realization, |
believe, comes the essential curiosity that led Johns to approach the text in this way, resulting in these
guestions. who isthis Batman? What is he capable of? And, most obviously, what happens next?

Anne says

Thank God.
I've had a shitty reading week. | really needed for something to not suck.
And Batman: Earth Onedid not suck.

The reimagining of Batman's origin was interesting, the story was crisp and engaging, and the artwork was
stunning.
It was aslice of heaven.

Except...

Why the hell did Gary Frank feel the need to make Bruce Wayne look like Christopher Reeve? | understood
his creepy fanboy art when he drew Superman: Secret Origin. However, it makes no sense in a Batman
comic.

Stop it already, Frank! We get that you loved Reeve!

Still, 1 highly recommended that this one gets moved to the top of your to-read shelf.




Algjandro says

Holy great book, Batman!

Thisisthefirst volumein a DC Comics Elseworlds series, setting Batman in a different “ Earth” than the
used for its main storyline. Instead of being a monthly comic book title, it’s published as a graphic novel per
volumes with non-determined publishing schedule.

Creative Team:

Writer: Geoff Johns

Illustrator: Gary Frank

ATALEASOLD ASCRIME

| think that the best thing about Batman character, his origin, hisinteresting cast of supporting characters,
and the rest of hisdark world, isthat it can be not only being updated and/or addapted for each generation,
but also it can always being added delicious details, here and there, keeping the pretty same basic tale
presented at the end of the 1930's, but each time more powerful, more intriguing, more twisted.

| loved this new take of Batman's origin, doing bold and brave changes, adding new characters, adding new
angles for known characters, developing new graphic designs to the characters and elements, but at the

bottom, it’'s still Batman as it was too when the comic book title began in 1939.

The graphic novel acomplishes to show avery human Batman, where heis on his very first days as the
Caped Crusader, making mistakes, needing help to perfectionate his gadgets and...

...even focused only into avenging his parents murders and not looking to fight awar on crimein general.

THE WAYNESASDEEP ASNEVER BEFORE

Y ou think that you knew all the needed stuff about the Wayne Family, but once you read more and more
about the twisting background of the Waynes, in special Martha Wayne and her own family side, you know
when you're into atreat for this book.

Aninteresting detail in this version is that Wayne Enterprise is focused on medical technology, that | think is
quite logical since Thomas Wayne studied Medicine, but in the past versions, you only know that Wayne
Enterprises was a profitable company but always it was blurred about the specified fields of industrial
development.

And evenit'slogicaly explained how an Alfred Pennyworth, so skillful in military training, could be ended
asabutler in arich family manor.



PERFECT SUPPORT

One of the most powerful elementsin Batman books has been the quite well established gallery of support
characters, not only the villains but also the regular people living at Gotham City.

And in thisimpressive graphic novel is no exception but even exceptional...
...inthe way to exploit in logical needed roles for known villains, but also the twisting but logical addition of
new characters that you have to think “How the heck this wasn’t thought before?! 1t's so logical and

perfect!”.

Definitely a masterpiece.

Danielle The Book Huntress (Back to the Books) says

This had strong writing and great art. | have no major complaints. My Batman critical meter is high and | felt
that while it did revisit the genesis of Batman with some unique tweaks, it really concentrates what makes
Bruce Wayne/Batman who heis. Y ou see Bruce as araw vigilante, making plenty of mistakes, with a
worried Alfred looking on and discouraging his kamikaze approach. | liked how prominent Alfred'sroleisin
the story. It almost seems to go closer in the direction of "Gotham", but still with Bruce as the focus. Alfred
truly is an incredible man. The older | get and the more | explore Batmanverse, the more | appreciate him.
The sidestory of Gordon and Bulloch's meeting and becoming partners was more interesting that | thought. A
different view on both characters. And the whole concept of the Penguin as Mayor with a seria killer on his
payroll was utterly chilling. When | watch the tv show "Gotham", | have this visceral feeling of Gotham City
asapit of twisted. imy misery. That isthe vibe | get from Gotham City in this novel. Y ou often wonder
how Gotham City could be Gotham City without Bruce Wayne/Batman and you certainly know that GC has
made Bruce into the man heis.

| can't ever get enough of good Batman storiesin my life. Thisis one I'd recommend.

Steve says

Batman: Earth One is essentially areworking of Batman’s origin with enough tweaks to recognize it, but
with enough differences to make it quite different than the origin we' ve all read hundreds of times. It seems
to combine elements from Frank Miller’s Batman: Y ear One and Christopher Nolan’s Batman Begins,
adding more material to make the story unique. At the start of his crime fighting career, this Batman is far
less experienced; he's quite human and gets hurt, alot. This makes the character much more interesting, and
makes the stories much more tense. Geoff Johns' Batman is fallible and that makes this volume very
compelling.



Placing Earth One out of continuity allows the authors to do pretty much whatever they want with the
characters and settings. Obviously, Johns can’t kill Batman, but other characters aren’t necessarily safe. He
also has the flexibility to alter characters as he sees fit, with the biggest change making Alfred aformer
Roya Marine. Oswald Cobblepot is definitely inspired by Tim Burton’'s revolting Danny Devito-Penguin
who ran for Mayor of Gotham City.

Gary Frank’s artwork was very consistent throughout this volume; Batman, in particular, looks great.
Overal, | enjoyed this volume and look forward to the second one.

aria[dear darling reader] says

| haven't read alot of Batman stuff, so | can't really judge how this one is compared to the others, but what |
can say isthat, | absolutely enjoyed this!

Batman: Earth OneisBruce Wayne'sorigin story.

Y eah.

Origin stories have been done multiple times, and | get it if you're going to roll your eyes and say, " Shit. Not
again." But hear me out, thisisnot like any Batman origin story | have seen yet. But you also keep in
mind that my knowledge of Batman's origins depended solely on what the movies have shown me so far. |
haven't read alot of DC, but I'm getting really curious after my accidental infatuation with The Flash, |
realized that | need to give the other Justice League members atry.

| have read Hush though. When | read that the first time, | thought | really enjoyed it, but after reading it
again thisyear, | realized how shitty the story was, so | decided to grab another Batman comic book - so |
got Batman: Earth One. I'm actually pretty happy | did because thiswas fantastic.

| really liked how his origin was shown on this one. You don't get to see the entirety of his childhood, but
you do get to seetheimportant ones, like the death of his parents, how he ended up in Alfred's care (which
was so cool by the way! one of my favorite parts), how and when he decided to be the Dark Knight, how he
got beaten up and almost died a couple of times. It really fleshed out Bruce's character so much. Hisorigin
wasvery familiar, but also new at the sametime.

| redly liked about this was how Batman seemed like areal human being. He was vulnerable and
breakable, so unlike how he was, often, portrayed - at least to the ones | have read. He falls and get beaten
up acouple of times, but you'll see his unwavering determination in finding out who killed his parents. It was
just so good to read about and see.



Also, | don't want to forget to mention how absolutely hot Bruce Wayneisin thisincarnation. Haha. Y eah.
He's really drool-worthy. Sorry. Not sorry. Well done Gary Frank! I'll be looking out for your other
illustrations. *giggles*

| didn't only like Batman/Bruce, | also liked how they spun off the characters we are already all familiar
with, like Alfred (who was so badass), Jim Gordon (who was starting to get back to being a good cop),
Harvey Dent (not sure if Jessica Dent was also a previous character), Oswald Cobblepot (aka the Penguin),
Barbara Gordon, Moroni (who | recognized from Gotham the TV series), but they were all given dightly
different but also similar rolesin this story.

Would | recommend this? Highly! I'm reading the next one now!

Kenny says

It's not your Daddy's Batman ...

We all know Batman’s origin story — Joe Chill, the string of clutched pearls falling to the sidewalk, a young
boy witnessing his parents murders ... We all know thisis the beginning of the Batman. Geoff John’s
Batman: Earth One remixes, remakes and remolds the Bat’ s mythos, and, for the most part, heislargely
successful.

Geneal ogies are changed. Backstories are thrown out. Alfred is embittered, Gordon is almost unrecognizable,
Bullock is a heartthrob. And let’ s not even attempt to describe Cobblepot.

These changes are unsettling at first, but they shake things up enough to throw the reader for aloop. Martha
Wayne' slifeis of particular interest and has alasting impact on not only Bruce, but on Gotham City as well.

Geoff John’s Bruceis soft, weak, and unprepared. We rarely see Bruce as afailure, but he fails
spectacularly here. Here he isfoolhardy, stubborn, and impulsive. He landsin trash bins rather than on
rooftops. Bruce is bound and determined, but he' s hardly the smartest Batman we' ve seen.

What is refreshing about this volume of Earth One, is not seeing the costumed crazies that populate the
pages of other takes on this story. There is no mention of Joker or the Catwoman. Madhatter, Killer Croc and
Two Face are not even blimps on the radar. What we get is a straight forward Batman versus a serial killer
story —and it is creepy. But the biggest villain Batman faces is Gotham City herself.

Isthis a perfect story? No. But, there is greatness here. Earth Oneis an edgier, grittier, more contemporary
take on Batman's origin. John's Batman is the angriest Batman | have read to date.



Therea star hereis artist Gary Frank. He draws and amazing Batman. His Gotham is spectacularly drawn;
he brings every detail of thistragic city to life. The detailsin his drawings are rich. Frank may be my favorite
of the contemporary artists now drawing the Bat. Frank brings this Gotham City to life like only he can.

Not everyone will approve of this take on Batman. But as an alternate universe Batman story, it's very good.

Michael Finocchiaro says

Not really my favorite Batman cycle. Just OK. But them, | read it in French so perhaps the original English
would bump it up astar or two.

Chad says

A "read" world take on Batman. | love how Alfred has been changed to be a bad-ass. Gary Frank's art is
phenomenal. I'm been abig fan of his since his early Marvel UK days. This series should be the basis of the
next Batman trilogy.

Knjigoholi?arka says

Godina 1993.

Moj stariji brat: Betmen nije superheroj!

Ja E jestel

Brat: E nijel!

Ja E jestel

Brat: E nije! On nije superheroj zato &o nema super-mo?i!
Ja. KMEEEEEE!!! Mamaaaaaaaaal!!! :suzegorke:

Godina 2000.
(Na televiziji najavijuju zavrSetak Betmen sage u kojoj Bejn prebija ki?mu nesre?nom Sismisu.)

Moj stariji brat: Najzad, ve? su dosadili stim Betmenom, uostalom, koga je briga za te glupe stripove,
MISTER NO JE ZAKON!

Ja: E nijel

Brat: E jestel

Ja: E nijel

Brat: E jeste! | uostalom, kako neko sa slomljenom ki?mom moZe da nastavi da ska?e okolo po zgradama?
Taj strip se naprosto vise neisplati izdava?u!

Ja. KMEEEEEE!!! Mamaaaaaaaaal!!! :suzegorke:



Godina 2004.

(Nainternetu ?itam vest u kome je najavljena filmska adaptacija sa Kristijanom Bejlom u uloz Princa
Gotama.)*

Ja: KM... ?ek bre... COME TO MAMA!! :drool:

Godine su prolazile, mladost moja s njimaode, ali hana-nana-nana-nana-Bat-maaan! ostaje zauvek u srcu.
Ljubav jeto Sidmisolikai ne mogu jatu nista. | ne samo da se isplati DC-ju, nego s godinama dobija ongj
vintidz, patinirani 3mek koji samo legendarne pri?e dobijaju s vremenom.

Budu? da svako vreme sa sobom nosi druga?ije moralne, estetske i drustvene norme, zajedno sa nama
(de?)evoluirai sui stripovi, koji su se od zabave za decu pretvorili u kompleksne pri?e, amalgame dvaju
umetni2kih formi, te ?ar stripa upravo lezi u suptilnom balansu izme?u vizuelne i narativne vestine.

Nazalost - ili nasre?u - viemenom su i DC i Marvel postali ve? ozloglaseni rebootuju? rebootovane reboote,
arc-ovei spin off-ove svih mogu?ih glavnih i sporednih likova. Niko nije ostao poste?en - Catwoman je iz
ma?kaste kradljivice dijamanata u jednom trenutku razalovana u prostitutku, Bucky Barnes je iz de?akau
spandeks trikou postao ubica bez milosti, Piter Parker je promenio rasu, Tor je promenio pol, Mis Marvel
veru, Supermen Zenu, a Betmen...

Vidite, tu je ta caka sa Betmenom. Sto je Green Lantern jednom zblanuto primetio: "?ekaj, ti nisi valjda
samo obi ?an 2ovek u kostimu Sismi%a?' Well... yes. On je samo obi?an ?ovek u kostimu &ismisa koga
progone traume iz detinjstva, se?anje naroditelje ubijene njemu na 0. Pravdaje spora, ai dostizna, a osveta
jenjegovai on ?e vratiti. Okolnosti se ne menjaju, motivi ostaju isti, jer su vrsto prepoznatljivi i bez njih
Betmena ne bi ni bilo.

| tako, koliko su samo puta Tom i Martha Wayne morali da budu ubijeni pred o?ima svog mladog sina, kako
bi neki novi reboot mogao nanovo da zapo?ne? Nemogu?e je izbrojati, ali poslednji put kada bivaju upucani,
to se doga?a upravo u "Earth One" sa pretpostavkom da je upravo njihov nesre?ni klinjataj koji je skrivio
njihovu smrt.

Bang bang - I've shot you down. Odjednom dobijamo potpuno novu psihologiju mladog naslednika. Svest o
sopstvenoj krivici i zudnju da se naneki na?in iskupi za ono §to je jednom debelo zabrljao.

| tako, arogantni mali d*kadZija postaje opsednut idejom o osveti i otkrivanjem pozadine celog zlo?ina,
odrastgju? u arogantnog velikog d* kadZiju, sve do trenutka kada nau? lekciju da, ukoliko Zeli daistera
stvari do kraja, morai sebe dado krajada. Dabi postigao mnogo, nije dovoljno Zeleti jako, ve?i? do
granice kada vige nemas &ta daizubis, master Wayne, a onog trenutka kada to zaboravi$, tu je stari dobri
Alfred Pennyworth dati batinamato utera u tu tvrdu, bogatasku glavudzu. That's right, moZda najve?a
izmena u odnosu ha prethodne Batman story arc-ove jeste Alfredova pri?a, koji se iz ugla?enog batlera
obu?enog za prefinjenu britansku gospodu, a ne kojekakve fetiSiste koji u helankamai SM kamuflazi no?u
tr?e po krovovima zgrada, u ovom reboot-u pretvorio u bivseg vojnog operativca, koga sa Tomom Wayne-
om vezuje dugogodisnje prijateljstvo.

| znate &ta? Meni jeto skroz funkcionisalo. Naro?ito onagj deo kada Alfi, iznerviran nedotupavnim
ponaSanjem svoj mladog Sti?enika, na sred kuhinje ispalapuca Mra?nog viteza u boksericama. "Ako ve? zeli§
nesto dauradi§', uteruje mu Alfred mudrost pesnajama u glavu "prestani da cviliSi uradi to kako trebal 1Dl
(8jas) DO (tras) KRAJA (ka-pow)!"



Samo bez ubijanja, of course. Za&to? ZATO STO BETMEN, ETO ZASTO!

Sledi pri?a sa zanimljivim preplitanjem postupakai spretnim uvo?enjem u pri?u poznatih elemenata
Gothama: Luciusa Foxa, Harvija Denta, ludnice Arkham (zaostavstina gospo?e Wayne, devojazki Arkham,
porodi ?ni moto: blago onom ko rano poludi, njemu Zivot u veselju pro?e), ve?ito jezivog Pingvina koji nikad
ne?e prestati da me podse?a na Denija DeVita...

Zanimljivo "ubrzanje" pri7ejestei trenutno uvo?enje Barbare Gordon, Zerke DZima Gordona, kao budu?e
Batgirl u pri?u. Barbara je, uz ?a?u svoga, jedan od najvoljenijih likova DC univerzumai njenatoplinai
ineligencija unose neophodan stepen ljudskosti u sivi Gotham...

... Gotham, u kome vlada bezna?e, Gotham, kojim vlada korupcija, Gotham, u kome je sprega kriminalai
politi?arajedini na?in da se do?e do mo?, Gotham, u kome panduri prave dilove sa uli?nim krimosima kako
bi zagtitili svoje porodice, Gotham, u kome svi misle daje najpametnije da gledaju svoja posla, a probleme je
duzan dareS neko drugi. Ko god.

Zvu? poznato? E, brate Betmene, da te ima sto komada, ne bi te bilo dovoljno ovde gde mi zivimo.
Sve u svemu, bilabi to dobra zabava da me Gotham ne podse?a previSe na stvarnost.

Roses arered,

Violets are blue,

Batman's cape is black,
I'm off to Volume Two.

* - da, potisnula sam one filmove sa Kilmerom i Klunijem. Nipples on the Batsuit? Really? To se nikada nije
desilo. Ne, nije, laldaaalaa, ne slusam vas...




