The Templarsand the Assassins. The Militia of
Heaven

James Wasserman

Read Online ©



http://bookspot.club/book/232081.the-templars-and-the-assassins
http://bookspot.club/book/232081.the-templars-and-the-assassins

The Templars and the Assassins: The Militia of Heaven

James Wasserman

The Templarsand the Assassins: The Militia of Heaven James Wasserman
» An examination of the interactions of the Christian Knights Templar and their Muslim counterparts, the
Assassins, and of the profound changes in Western society that resulted.

* Restores the reputation of the secret Muslim order of the Assassins, disparaged as the world's first terrorist
group.

« Dispels many myths about the Knights Templar and provides the most incisive portrait of them to date.

A thousand years ago Christian battled Muslim for possession of a strip of land upon which both their
religions were founded. These Crusades changed the course of Western history, but less known is the fact
that they also were the meeting ground for two legendary secret societies: The Knights Templar and their
Muslim counterparts, the Assassins.

In The Templars and the Assassins. The Militia of Heaven, occult scholar and secret society member James
Wasserman provides compelling evidence that the interaction of the Knights Templar and the Assassinsin
the Holy Land transformed the Templars from the Pope's private army into atrue occult society, from which
they would sow the seeds of the Renaissance and the Western Mystery Tradition. Both orders were destroyed
as heretical some seven hundred years ago, but Templar survivors are believed to have carried the secret
teachings of the East into an occult underground, from which sprang both Rosicrucianism and Masonry.
Assassin survivors, known as Nizari 1smailis, flourish to this day under the spiritual leadership of the Aga
Khan. Wasserman strips the myths from both groups and penetrates to the heart of their enlightened beliefs
and rigorous practices, delivering the most probing picture yet of these holy warriors.
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L ani Bar cenas says

| really loved reading this book. It made me understand the Muslim-Christian conflict better. | have always
been fascinated with the Templars. And this book is avery enlightening historical account of the creation
and demise of the Temple of Solomon.

Robert Jones says

Y ou could be interested in history, and the Third Crusades, and Assassins and Knights Templar, and still find
this atiresome book. It's the writing style. It just waterboards you with dry fact after fact; even interesting
sections are painfully difficult to enjoy. | guessit'sworth reading if you have it aready, and don't have
anything else to do. But man, don't spend money on this book.

Harris says

"The Templars and the Assassins: The Militia of Heaven," attempts to tell the story of these legendary
religious orders, which still feature heavily in conspiracy lore and occult theory in popular culture (such as
the popular "Assassins Creed" video game). | wasinterested in learning about them from the perspective of
the esoteric and mythical, to come to a better understanding of where these stories originated, but author
James Wasserman focuses more heavily on their known history and unfortunately it is all alittle dull.
Wasserman writes a standard treatise on Crusades history, explaining in rather disorganized chapters the
religious and political worlds of Europe and the Middle East, and specifically the parallel development of the
two religious “ secret societies’ of Christianity and Islam and their rises and falls. His historiography, though,
| found a bit questionable, often referring to the debatable “ dark ages’ in his set up of the Crusades.

Alarm bells began to go off for me when Wasserman goes on odd tangents involving the “modern corporate-
socialist state into which the United Statesis fast plunging,” or the “ethical degeneration of late Roman
society presaged our modern plunge toward secular humanism and moral relativism.” For me, his historical
interpretations must be taken with agrain of salt. Only avery little in the work regards the actual connections
between the Templars and the Assassins and what, if any, influence they might have had upon each other or
their respective cultures. Thereis anice bibliography and appendixes of period documents, however. Still,
there are other, more accessible general works on both religious groups and the Crusades as awhole and |
cannot recommend this book for either straight history or even as an entertaining speculation fest.

P2p says

Can you believe | can't find this book!? Ok, don't answer that .



William says

Good introduction to medieval culture in Europe as well as basic Islamic history. Would recommend to
anyone interested in the Crusades.

Billy says

A well researched compilation of other books with an interesting resulting theory ...,

Thisbook is avery good broad historical account of the templars and the assassins. It is an overview of each
of the secretive orders and the effects that each had on the times in which they existed; the crusades.
Wasserman then draws from these two societies to create his theory of the creation of secularism and therise
of occult groups present today.

Wasserman is a member of an occult group, "Ordo Templi Orientis’, founder of one of their "lodges’, and a
follower of Aleister Crowley. | make note of this because the genesis of this book was to prove the point in
time at which occultism began. Wasserman argues that the Templars and the Assassins at some point cross-
pollinated to create a new sect of religious thinking; what Mr. Wasserman labels as "esoteric truth” that
resulted in the "devel opment of the Western Mysteries', his personal area of religious or secular belief.

That being said, the book is avery good primer for any beginner on the subject of Templars, Assassins or the
time of the Crusades. A definite must read for anyone that is beginning their journey in to the past of the
warriors of the crusades and the palitical and religious backdrop that created their fates.

If you are a student of the subject or a history junkie (as| am), this may be a bit sophomoric and overly
concise. That isto say that Mr. Wasserman did do agreat job of researching many important works
regarding the 2 groups but it is all referenced from other works and only hisfinal thesis (that the combination
of eastern and western religions created modern occultism) is original; his bibliography isimpressive and
anyone that wants to truly understand in depth history of this time would be well served by reading the
majority of the books in the bibliography.

But, in the end, if you are looking for new information, thisis not the book for you. However, if you are
searching for new theories, especially those which are not mainstream (specifically those related to
occultism) this book would be a good place to get theories based on facts.

| did enjoy reading the book as | have read too many studies on the groups, especially the Templars, and this
places everything in adlightly different light. The final section of the book is a summation of Mr.
Wasserman's opinions, histhesis, regarding the interaction of the two groups and the resulting age of
enlightenment that produced his religious order as well as many others.

Do yourself afavor and check the bibliography and grab some of those books. Mr. Wasserman does
reference these books and acknowledges the importance of the works as his sources for his information.

Again, if you are new to the subject, jump on in and enjoy; and then move on to the meat and potatoes of the



subject matter. But be wary of the final section asit is more propaganda than fact, more personal theory than
thesis.

If you are a Templar or Assassin history junkie (as| am), you can probably skip this and move on to another
study of the groups, the time period, or the geography of the crusades and the forces that led to the ongoing
war between islam and christianity.

So, to sum up: A good read, well researched and informative for anyone who is new to the topic; be cautious
with the final section where many conclusions are drawn based on Mr. Wasserman's faith in his occultist
beliefs.

Sadie says

On the one hand, | did learn alot more about the histories of the Templars and the Assassins than | expected.
On the other hand, the author's opinions at the beginning and end of the book were worthy of eye-rolling and
not necessary. Y ou can easily skip both parts and miss nothing but some secret society fanboy-ing and
conspiracies.

That said, the author has a good deal of knowledge on the actual subject of the book. There are alot of
names and dates, so if you don't know the first thing about Crusades history, it might seem daunting.

Eric says

I'm giving this book a 4/5 but wish it could be 3.5/5.

The first half of the book, which deals with the Assassins reads as awell balanced indepth look at the secret
organization that captured the imaginations of western Europe and had a hand in the development of the
Middle East. The section on the Assassins reads amost like historical fiction, with the interpersonal trias
and tribulations of individuals within the order set against the larger world landscape of the middle east. The
section was written very evenly with the author praising the order's success and criticizing its mistakes and
failings. This section warrants a 4/5.

However, everything that made the first half of the book a success was lacking in the second half which was
dedicated to the Templars. The Templar section reads more like a boring text book with very little time spent
on the individuals within the order or about the actual development of the order itself. Instead, the book
highlights the order's role in various battles and political alliances without the resulting impact of these on
the order. The author also seems hyper-critical of the Templars with most of the commentary focused on the
negative and very little positive. While this section wasn't 'bad' it only warrants a 3/5.

Rahul Mallar says

Great information on the Secret Societies of the middle ages.
informative



Dustin Duncan says

Super interesting and respectabl e research. Modestly written - seemingly unbiased claims are aways
refreshing to read. Really cool history of the more serious practices that went on behind the scenes. He does
agood job encompassing other world events around the topic.

Roland Volz says

I'm pretty sure this book started off as a college-level thesis for the author, James Wasserman, who's an
occultist living in NY C. It seemsto be extremely well-researched and refers copiously to other reference
works, always a good sign in a Conspiracy book.

Wasserman examines the culture of 1slam and the Holy Land just prior to and during the Crusades, in an
attempt to support his thesis that the Assassins and the Knights Templar strongly influenced the form of most
modern esoteric secret societies. His deep knowledge of classic Islamic devel opment tends to favor some
parts of histhesis more than others, but | can find no fault with this book. He definitely does a great job of
pointing out the relationship between curious and unusual historical incidents and the prevailing ideas about
metaphysics and political maneuvering. | would happily read any further books he writes on the subject of
Conspiracy.

This book only really covers the Assassins and the Knights Templar in any great detail, but that detail is
exhausting. He briefly mentions dozens of other secret societies and occult traditions in the last chapter
where he attempts to prove his conclusion.

David says

Interesting book about the Nizari Shiite sect of 1slam and the Templar order of Crusaders.

Flameater says

Very detailed

Guru says

For once, abook on templars and assassins that is based on historical facts and not the romantic notions.
Wasserman gives the subject afair, if drab, historical treatment. The result isafairly detailed account of
several centuries of the Muslim and Christian holy warriors.

Wasserman starts with a rather fascinating account of the socio-political situation in the late first and early
second millennia. The birth and rise of Islam, the austere measures imposed by the Roman Church and the



splintered Eastern Orthodox Church. Knights, feudal lords, prophets, saints, pagans - everyone isfit in the
context. In the second section of the book, Wasserman explores the history and legend of Assassins. Starting
from Islam's inception, the book traces the roots of the Assassins (Hashishim) through the Shia-Sunni
schism, the struggle of power in the Caliphate, the rise of the Nizari sect, the Turkish invasions, the love-hate
relationship of the early Muslims with the Zoroastrians and finally to Hasan-i-Sabah, the legendary founder
of the Assassins Order. Wasserman strips away all romanticism associated with the Assassins and gives a
very detailed history of the Order and its leader. He points out that the notion that the term Hashishimis
derived from "Hashish", as the followers used to consume it regularly, is not entirely correct. It appears that
Hashishim was also often used as a derogatory reference to the sect by other Muslims opposed to the order.
The third section dedicatesitself to the Knight Templars. Their meteoric rise and equally astounding fall
reads like aterrible medieval fantasy novel. All the regular heroes and villains of the saga (Hughes de
Payens, Saint Bernard of Clairvaux, King Philip 1V, Jacques de Molay,etc.) all get good number of pagesin
thisfairly familiar retelling of the Templar history.

Overal, agood read athough alittle dry. Good jackpot for trivia buffs.

Michelle says

Thisisabook with an interesting topic treated with an inconsistent writing style. | picked up the book for the
history of the Templars, and got the history of the Assassins as a bonus. When presented side by side, the
parallel's between the two invite comparison and a better illustration of the strengths and weaknesses of each.
The Templars section, however, tried to be too much of afast-forward overview of the Crusades and
sometimes forgot that it was supposed to be emphasizing the Templars role in the Crusades.

The author's writing was sometimes really engaging and easy to read, and then boring, pedantic and full of
details that weren't always necessary. It was like he wasn't sure what he should leave out and when treating
such abroad dlice of history, it must have been tough to narrow the focus. Also, at several points hiswriting
became alittle aimless, despite rigidly organized chapters, asif he'd lost sight of what the thesis of his book
was. I'm glad | read it, but not at all sure I'd recommend it to others.




