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A wonderfully whimsical debut that proves ordinary people can do extraordinary things

In the mountain town of Remarkable, everyone is extraordinarily talented, extraordinarily gifted, or just plain
extraordinary. Everyone, that is, except Jane Doe, the most average ten-year-old who ever lived. But
everything changes when the mischievous, downright criminal Grimlet twins enroll in Jane’s school and a
strange pirate captain appears in town.

Thus begins a series of adventures that put some of Remarkable’ s most infamous inhabitants and their long-
held secrets in danger. It's up to Jane, in her own modest style, to come to the rescue and prove that sheis
capable of some rather exceptional things.

With a page-turning mystery and larger-than-life cast of characters, Lizzie K. Foley’s debut is nothing short
of remarkable.
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Riya B says

A couple years ago, | received this book for Christmas, my mom saying that it in away would relate to me. |
never really read bc the cover looked really cheesy, and magjority of the books with cheesy covers were
terrible. But once | read last year, it completely drew me.

In my past years, | never fit in a my school. Everyone was ‘well rounded’ there. They always got a4.0 GPA
(which was normal for them) and were amazing athletes (which | am too lazy to be). | was alittle odd person
there. | always got a 3.96 GPA and | would lag behind during P.E.

What this regular girl born into atown of remarkable people has gone through is remarkable itself. She
couldn’t go to the famous esteemed crystal school on the top of the hill like the special children, she went to
regular school where she was the only student and was completely forgotten by the teachers. She has gone
through more than | will ever in our social lives, but seeing how she used her regularity as an advantage
showed me that being the kid that never fit in isagood thing, sure it hasits pro and cons (mostly cons), buh
lifeistough and it’s not gonna be all unicorns & rainbows (that’ s too happy).

Reading this book again has reminded me that | am so fortunate that | go to a school where no oneislike
each other, which just makes them more like me. | am great full for the amazing people | am surrounded by
(thanksgiving isthisweek y’all don’'t go deep with me).

It still surprises me how relatable all thisis, considering I’ ve literally just been binge watching stranger
things, reading the thrown of glass series, and obsessing over nightfall (on keeper of the lost cities propsto
Shannon messenger).

I’ ve definitely learned not to judge a book by its cover. I'm not talking about the metaphor |I'm literally
talking here.

Samuel says

It's hard to be average when other people are exceptional. That's not only the subject of Remarkable, Lizzie
K. Foley's debut novel, but also the reaction that | had to the book when I'd finished reading it.

Remarkable is atown in which everything and everyoneis outstanding in one way or another. Well,
everyone except Jane Doe, a ten-year-old with no distinguished traits of any kind, unless you want to count
being the only student in town not enrolled at the School for the Remarkably Gifted. But despite her
ordinariness, she finds herself being drawn into a series of adventures involving pirates, a missing composer,
abell tower, aweather machine, and alake monster.

Asl| read, | found my mind drifting back to a pair of other books. The Extraordinary Adventures of Ordinary
Boy, Book 1: The Hero Revealed, William Boniface's 2006 novel, and Whales on Stilts!, M. T. Anderson's
2005 kickoff for his"Palsin Peril" series. Boniface's book was also about a main character with no special
abilitiesin a society where that was highly unusual. However, its comic-book setting was bright and fun, and
itstitle character was willing not only to involve himself in his own story, but to find his own unique skills --



in his case, a keenly observational mind and the ability to make careful deductions. And Anderson's book
had a fascinating setting too -- auniverse in which children's series fiction of al stripesis quite true -- and a
heroinein Lily Gefelty whose uninteresting surface appearance gave way to complexity and discovery of her
own gifts as the story went along.

Both of these, to me, stood in contrast to Remarkable. Its fabulistic setting felt oddly generic, and Janeisa
frustratingly passive heroine who contributes almost nothing to the denoument of her book. Even her
realization of the central plot twists, which seemed to me to come about 50 pages too late, isn't necessary --
Detective Sly and Grandpa have already figured them out aswell. In fact, | think the argument can be made
that Grandpa.is the real hero of the book -- his kindness and sensitivity for the welfare of others shine
brighter than anything about Jane, despite the fact that he's even more ordinary than sheis.

Thisisn't to say that Remarkable is a bad book, because it isn't. Several of the supporting characters,
including the gleefully chaotic Grimlet twins and the repressed savage Ms. Schnabel, are memorable indeed,
and the prose is humorous and tidy. It was fine as far asit went, no question about it. | just couldn't bring
myself to love it when I'd read (and could call to mind years after reading) two superior books that took the
basic theme and did a much better job with it.

Samantha says

| really related to this book because | feel like everywhere | ook, people are just doing amazing things. In
the book, Remarkable, Jane feels like everyone is remarkable. Her family, her friends, everyonein her town.
She wantsto find something that is truly her talent. She wants to be good at something. She feels alone
because she considers herself as “untalented” or “unworthy". Jane really wants people to be proud of her. Jane
really just wanted to feel like she could be as good as the people in the people in her so called remarkable
town. She realizes that she does not need anyone to make her feel good about herself. She accepts the fact
that sheis not remarkable, but discovers that that is remarkable.

Olivia says

“The world is awonderfully rich place, especially when you aren't trapped by thinking you're only as
worthwhile as your best attribute.”

Thiswas personally, one of my al-time favorite books. | would recommend 10/10. This book is about a girl
named Jane, who is the only ordinary person in her remarkable town. A lot of thetime | felt | could relate to
her and her life experiences. Lizzie K. Foley made the book fun and interesting to read, but at the same time,
it had a meaningful concept: being ordinary is extraordinary. Jane learns that our differences form usto bea
unigue person in our own ways and that talents don’'t always make you happy. | aso learned from this book
that you should not be jealous of others talents that you don't have but should take pride in the things you can
do. Throughout the book, Jane is not happy with who she is because she feels different, but then something
changes,(don't want to spoil), and she finally realizes she doesn't need to be as smart as her sister, or as
creative as her brother, but that the only true thing she needs to be happy is to accept her differences or
ordinariness. This book is an amazing, mystery/ fantasy novel that you must read because it has a meaningful



concept that you can apply in your life and always keeps you on the edge of your seat.

Jennifer says

As amother who is always trying to find books that are both challenging and appropriate for a particularly
precocious 3rd grade daughter, | appreciate this book. It is silly and fun, and thereis nothing in it that is
nightmare inducing or early dating focused, so that's a great start. | also love that the characters have a
whimsical quality reminiscent of early Roald Dahl books, and perhaps most important, thereis a central
femal e character who actually does things, important things that do not require her to be a sidekick to a boy.

However, that isit. It's entertaining, and that is all (nothing inherently wrong with that). My daughter
recommended it to me, and I'm very glad that she read it and enjoyed it, because her options are more limited
than I'd like. However, for my money, | want something a bit more challenging, and | look forward to when |
can start sharing some of my favorite Y A literature with her, with material that is complex, conversation-
inducing, and inspiring.

Jessica says

The actual title of this book is Welcome to the Town of Remarkable Where Every Day in this Remarkable
Place filled with Remarkable People is Positively Remarkable for Absolutely Everyone Except Jane. Do you
see why | shortened it? Anyway, thisbook is by Lizzie K. Foley, and tells the story of Jane Doe, an ordinary
girl living in atown filled to the brim with extraordinary (should | say remarkable?) people. Her mother
(AngelinaMona Linda Doe) is an extremely famous architect, her father (Anderson Brigby Bright Doelll) is
abest-selling novelist, her older brother (Anderson Brigby Bright Doe I11) can paint pictures even more
realistic than photos, and her little sister (Penel ope Hope Adelaide Catalina Doe) is a mathematical genius.
Jane’ srelatively boring name reflects the nature of her life; sheis average at everything she does and does
not seem to belong in Remarkable. If that isn’t enough, sheis the only student enrolled in the public school
because al the other children go to the gifted academy. However, she soon has exciting adventures of her
own, which include evil twins, pirate teachers, and underwater monsters.

Thisbook is hilarious and ridiculous. It has this blunt humor that had me laugh audibly while | was reading.
Characters do the most ridiculous things. For instance, Captain Rojo Herring orders an entire truck of jelly to
be delivered to his door simply because he feels awkward buying so much in person. Later, Jane mentions to
the reader that she can’t tell the evil Grimlet twins apart—they are identical despite the fact that they are
different genders. Remarkable also has a nice moral. Jane’s grandfather (the only other ordinary personin
town) sumsit up perfectly: “It’s the problem with Remarkable, you know. Everyone is so busy being
talented, or special, or gifted, or wonderful at something that sometimes they forget to be happy.”

| only had two problems with this book. First, it was not quite my reading level. This was another
recommendation, and it should probably be read by a second or third grader. I’'m not saying | didn’'t enjoy it,
just that | did not find it challenging. The other problem isthat | saw through the plot alittle too easily. |
knew all the character’ s true identities at |east three chapters before each was revealed. It took the fun out of
the discovery.

| would definitely recommend this book. It is so wonderfully whimsical that anyone would be delighted by



it. True, it really should be directed more to ayounger audience, but | think adults, teens, and kids alike
could appreciate its humor.

To see more of my reviews, visit my blog at http://literaryllama.wordpress.com/

Alex says

This book was dull, repetitive, slow, and annoying. It's about atown where everyoneis super special it's
called Remarkable, and wow do they use that word way too much. | was sick of it by the first three or four
pages. Everyone in the town is super specia except one girl and her name is Jane, everyone else has overly
annoying and ridiculous names, and of course the entirety of their name had to be used every single time.

SO you have an overly used word, combined with overly used names that are overly long, and you have a
town of overly 'remarkable' people. Every single person is so far up their own asses with how special and
unique and wonderful they are that they barely act like human beings.

Jane had a crazy annoying and unique name but when she was born her parents looked at her and changed it
to something lame. Sheisignored by almost everyone, which instead of inspiring sympathy just made me
annoyed at the fact this girl couldn't grow a spine or a personality.

If | had bought this book | would have been pissed. If | was achild and read this | would have been
devastated. If | wasn't in the gifted program at school this book would have made me feel bad for not being
super specia. The only people who are worth while in this town are super specia people. If | wasin the
gifted program at school | would have felt bad for being special because this book portrays them as asinine
self congratulatory people who have zero room for kindness in their hearts.

For third grade girls, but this should be read to them so that discussion about the themes can happen to avoid
depression.

| saw all the plot twists coming a mile away, nothing new or unique.

Mary says

4 stars... A quick and hilarious read! The story of atown called Remarkable where everything is remarkably
remarkable except for one girl, Jane Doe, who turns out to be quite ordinary. In this book you will encounter
alake monster, atown sguabble over jelly, a multitude of pirates, afew cases of secret identity, a set of
mischievous twins and many other exciting adventures and delightful characters. The book is divided into 42
short chapters. A whimsical read for adults and children (8+) alike!

*This review is based on the Kindle edition which was kindly provided to me by Dial Books for Y oung
Readers, adivision of Penguin Y oung Readers Group via NetGalley.




Olivia_E1 says

“Remarkable’ takes you to aland where everything and everyone is unique and perfect in their own way. All
except Jane Doe.

On the way of her ordinary life, she realizesthat gifts and talents don’t always bring happiness. She was
excluded. Picked on. Looked down at. A disgrace. But she always had friends. Freakish, but always there for
her. Balancing her will to impress and her infamous self, she attempts to save the world. Reading this book
made me think of “The perks of being awallflower”. The two books are very different in many parts. The
biggest one being afantasy and the other being a nonfiction. But, the one chain that linked were the friends.
In “The perks of being awallflower”, Charlie overcomes hardships like family drama, the mind of a
teenager, and dealing with drugs. His two friends Sam and Patrick always being by hisside. As he struggles
with the loss of his Aunt Clara, he aso hasto find who he truly is. In both books, friends help them conquer
many thingsin life. Things that they couldn’t have done aone.

Dianna says

I'm glad | took this recommendation from my nine-year-old daughter. What a great book! The pirates were
my favorite.

Janet Hutchinson says

Too many plots, too many story lines going in too many directions and charactersthat | really didn't care
about. Meh.

Mary Catelli says

Thisisatae about a quirky town. Full of whimsical humor -- | don't think I'd like it in every mood.
Fortunately for it, | picked it up while in the mood.

The town of Remarkable isindeed remarkable. Full of remarkable people, who create the finest jam, run the
finest pizza place (whose proprietor is psychic and often sends the pizza before you know it's wanted), write
novels, do photorealistic paintings, and much more.

Except Jane. Her parents even gave up their planned name and called her Jane instead because it was obvious
that she was going to be unremarkable. (And not even as unremarkable as her grandfather). They don't bother
to send her to the School for Remarkable Children, either, which means sheis the only child at the public
school.

Thetaleinvolves Lucky, the serpent who livesin the lake, the pirate captain Rojo Herring and a still more
formidable captain, and three pirates searching for a captain, a vanished composer, the Generic Jelly madein
Munch that the people of Remarkable do not like as a point of civic pride, even though they eat gallons, two



dentists, one who collects butterflies for a sanctuary and one who feels useless, a bell tower, and much more.

Kendall says

RTC
Still in alazy mood

Jamie Taylor says

| LOVE THIS BOOK

Tara says

| tore through REMARKABLE in acouple of days and found myself laughing out loud constantly. I think
that anyone who likes clever, quirky, funny middle-grade will love this book!

| was impressed with how many distinct characters populated the world of Remarkable and how many
different subplots the author was able to keep rolling at once. | also really enjoyed the satire inherent in
situations like the great rivalry between Remarkable's boutique organic jelly company and the nearby town's
mass-produced, super-unhealthy jelly (which everyone in Remarkable secretly eats because it tastes better).
There are plenty of tidbits like that in the book that adult readers will really appreciate.

Plus there are pirates. Who doesn't appreciate pirates? =)

I'm eager to see what Lizzie K. Foley comes up with next.




