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L ex says

Seeyou in ayear or sO
October herei comel!

If you must know ask
but i dont promise answers

Christine says

This book has avariety of different poems and stories. Each of the short story shares an experience of the
person itself with many discriptive words and visuals which allow picturesto creep inside the reader's heads.
| can relate to this book because most of the authors of the short stories are from the perspective of teenagers
around my age. They experience the same thingsi do and talk about it in exclusive writing that reveals even
what i am feeling inside. In thistext, it's hard to identify the message in it because most of what was written
had confusing sudden setting changes, difficult character reading, and many thoughts are being considered in
the text aswell.

Sandy Yang says

Title: The Best Y oung Writers and Artistsin America
Author: David Levithan

| never really liked the title of this book, as it seemed too plain to me. It seemed as if the person putting this
analogy together was getting pretty lazy and didn't really bother to make the title sound more catchy. But yet,
| decided to giveit ashot. Most of the stories in this book were about kids and their issues. Some | did not
understand because it was too complicated, or maybe too sad that | just didn't want to accept it's truth.

There was this one story in their by a pregnant teen who at 17, had to work at an ice cream shop. It was Ice
Cream Sundae on page 4 of the book. | found it to be interesting because the writer did not come right out
that she was pregnant. It was amotif, her pregnancy and the way people treated her because of it. She did not
like that she had to work in an ice cream shop just because the condom broke and because of that, she had to
work in an ice cream shop. She wanted to tell al those people that she was a honors student, she wasn't a
slut.

This book is rather sad, but for those who want something harsh could read it. It was hard for me to accept.
But I did like the pictures. Especially the one that had atrain track, but the stuff ahead was foggy. | liked
how that person was able to draw it like that and it really gave out the message that what's ahead you'd never
know, but the train has got to continue moving on the train track.



Ben says

| picked up this book from my advisory class because | had nothing el se to read and the book seemed to have
alot of information that | could gather. When | started to look through the book, it was filled with poems,
essays, illustrations and other writing. Some of them were interesting but some were not that captivating.
There was one poem where | believe it talked about one's daily routine and how one started to brush their
teeth in the morning and such. It was somewhat amusing. | would recommend this book to those who are
interested in reading the works of others and about literature. But those who enjoy reading books with
themes and such should not look into this book.

Alexis says

CRITIQUING CHAPTERS: Thefirst critique should be overview of plot and character.

1.Does it make sense? Y es it does make sense, the authors write about important issues but also about daily
tasks that almost everyone can relate to. Example: One of the authors wrote a poem about love titled
QUESTIONS Pg.95, he explained his thought about the topic and his naive opinion, he eventually found his
soul mate and realizes that the things people said who were in "love," were right.

1.Doesit work with the chapter beforeit? No it does not because there are no chapters. There is avariety of
authors artists and writers each with their individual pieces.Example: Thereisavariety of artwork between
pg's 118-119.

CHARACTERS

2.Does each character sound different? Y es each character is origina and have their different styles, tempo
and rhythms as well astones. THE GIFT is an example of a genuine poem written by a 16 year old girl
stripped of her innocence. Pg.124

2.Do they have avoice of their own? Y es, they do. They expressit through their creativity and art.One of the
readings that stood out to me was one specific paragraph by lan Ferguson on pg 3.

POINT OF VIEW
3.Would a scene work better from another characters point of view? No, it wouldn't work due to the fact that
their work is often based solely on personal experiences.

3.Isthere only one view point character in each scene? Thereis often oneindividual character but multiple
viewpoints.

INTERIOR MONOLOGUES

4.Could thisinformation or emotion be expressed in dialogue or action? The information and emotions
already are expressed in the dialogue and also has its some action depending on the artist. Example "l was
ready to throw the foul-smelling shoes across the room or at Nicole when i saw a photograph that slipped to
the heal of her sneakers. It was our father."(P.64) This creates a very powerful visual and demonstrates the
characters anger and sadness.



4.|sthe character telling too much. No they are not. They thoroughly describe abjects or people and explain
situations well including the setting plot and climax if any.

LANGUAGE

5.Does cause and effect happen correctly? In the short stories, cause and effect does happen correctly.
Example from FAKING IT short story ("Furniture repossessed,” it said,"as payment for debts. Balance due:
$980.67.) P.75

5.1s she showing rather than telling? In most poems and passages the authors are narrating so they do tell
story. However because of the wide range of authors aswell as styles there is bound to be afew exceptions.

FANTASY, FUTURISTIC & PARANORMAL ELEMENTS
6. Isit logical? Very. Many topics are habitual & life related. Giving you multiple perspectives but also the
authors own opinion and oftentimes experience.

6.1s the word building well throughout? The word building is not well. It is great, rich. An a phabetical
ocean. "1)The quick brown fox jumped over the lazy dog."(p.201)

Alexander Rosa says

| thought this book was really good and | enjoyed it very much. | saw some really good poetry in that book
and it amused me. Some of them made me laugh and some made me say "aw." That book was interesting to
me because all those poets were young and talented. | learned alot of factsin the book from the poets and
what they had to say | was amazed. So thats all | have to say about it and | enjoyed it and had fun with it bye.




