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From Reader Review The Spanish Cape Mystery for online ebook

William says

Solid as dways- I've yet to find a*bad* Ellery Queen after having read 7 entries.

This one has your typical secluded estate with guest at which, inevitably, there has been amurder. | do prefer
this set-up over Queens set in NY C given that it more definitively limits the suspect list.

In the negative column, this does have the issue with early Queens- in order to reach a sufficient level of
complexity, the book requires 238 densely typeset pages. Queen simply doesn't read as breezily as Christie. |
will say, though, that there's a trade-off there. At this point, | can usually predict Christie's solutions. Queen,
on the other hand, | very rarely get right. On that note...

| solved this one. Sure, | was missing some of the finer details, but who, why, and much of how | got. Thisis
probably a good first Queen to read if you want to see how involved his solutions are but actually still have a
chance of solving. Stuff like Egyptian Cross, Dragon's Teeth, and French Powder are quite a bit trickier.
Solving it, however, didn't prevent it from being afun and well-constructed puzzle to solve (unlike lesser-
Christie), and | didn't fully commit to the correct solution until I'd done a bit of thinking and re-reading,
which brings meto...

Thisis one of those early Queens that has the Challenge to the Reader. | really appreciate these. True,
Christie and other usually do a good job of communicating that a reader has al the clues by having the
detective say "ahal I've solved it" and then asking the inspector to gather everyone up, but | appreciate how
explicitly Queen lets the reader know they should think everything over and try to solve- it keysfolksinto
the notion that reading Queen is meant to be an active challenge rather than a passive imbibing of
information linearly, page by page.

In any case, good stuff. Glad to have Queen and Carr to read now that | have less than 20 Christies left! It'll
be like graduating detective college and moving on to detective grad school :P

Kelley says

Thisisamildly entertaining read. Thisisthefirst Ellery Queen novel that I've read, and it may not the last.
Thiswhodunnit it clever enough, but for me, | happened upon the solution very early on. I'm no super sleuth,
so some luck was part of the reason, through no fault of the author. | will say that | was disappointed we
really didn't learn much about Ellery Queen, the character, much at all. He was not a well-devel oped
character at al, and in fact we learn more about almost all the suspects than we do about him. Still, thiswas a
light easy-enough mystery novel to ponder.

Peter Jakobs says

As always afancy read - but this time afound the murderer earlier than Mr Queen did!



Ariadne Oliver says

The pace of this book dragged alot. There wasn't any suspense. | figured out who the murderer was quote
easily. The ending might have made more impact if I'd have cared for any of the characters. Add adash of fat
phobiato all thisand it just wasn't a very fun book.

Dan says

| recently acquired 23 novels by the infamous Ellery Queen through a used bookstore on-line. (Powells)

In case you never heard of this author, Ellery Queen is a pseudonym for two people, Frederic Dannay and
Manfred B. Lee. All of the novels were written between the 30's through the 70's and asfar as | know, are all
out of print.

The novels are all murder mysteries and the great detective, Ellery Queen, not only solves each case, but the
reader isinvited aong side the detective to solve the mystery himself. With about 20 pages |eft to the story,
the detective will challenge the reader at that point, and declare that al the facts have been given, so who
doneit, and how?

"The Spanish Cape Mystery" starts off with a naked dead body sitting in a chair facing the ocean. How did
thevictim die? Who did it if it was murder? Why is the victim naked? All these questions and more are
answered to my satisfaction as the story unfolds.

All in all thismystery has many twists and turns as Ellery Queen deduces step by step all the answersto
solve thismystery. A quick read and very satisfying. 4 stars

M. says

My first foray into the world of Ellery Queen. In aword: Grest!

Thisauthor (I know, | know...authors) is very entertaining, and provides a true challenge to the reader. | may
be a bit biased in that | did figure this one out (the who and the how, athough | messed up the motive
because | didn't think it through), but the challenge to the reader heightens the enjoyment because thereisa
sense of fair play. The reader is given everything they need to solve the crime...if they dare!

The plot: Ellery Queen and his friend Judge Macklin are off for sun and surf. What they encounter instead is
murder and mayhem at Spanish Cape, arocky promontory filled with a motley assortment of residents and
guests, one of whom is a handsome lothario who is later found dead on a patio wearing no more than an
opera cape and hat! The setting is well-described and inviting, and the characters have depth and dimension.
These are not cookie cutter stock players for the typical mystery novel --- there are characters tragic and
noblein this book.

| have afew more Ellery Queen novels on my shelf that | picked up at an old bookstore...| am already
looking forward to the next one!




Derek says

Its advantage is not having the sort of closed-room, synthetic setup as The Chinese Orange Mystery or The
Finishing Stroke, while still having aweird aspect to the crime, and the explanation of this aspect is the key
to the solution.

The final answer had some loose threads that I'm not sure make perfect sense, but am willing to let it slide.
And unfortunately there are afew moments where the reader isforced to say, "I'm sure that was mentioned
for areason.”

One detail that | thought was interesting but was only touched on tangentally: what happens after a serial
blackmailer has completely tapped out hisvictims, yet continues to demand money?

Fran Young says

It's been quite awhile since | read a mystery set in the 1930's. Charming but of course predictable. The usual
striking but isolated setting -- in this case a manor house set on a cliff above the sea. The stock set of wealthy
characters, al hiding secrets, all somehow involved in the eventual murder. Then in comes the police,
upstaged by the detective (Ellery Queen), who hijacks the investigation and of course solvesthe crime. In
this particular book, he's accompanied by an old friend, "the judge”. Asit unfolds, there are many frail and
fainting women, tough and chivalrous men, and sneaking around at al hours, hiding on balconies and behind
bushes to spy on each other. And to make it stylistically perfect, the denouement comesin afinal climax
scene with al involved where Queen lays out the who done it and how done it, before he rides off into the
sunset in his Duesenberg automobile. Enjoyable and interesting, even if alittle dated.

Susan says

Ellery Queenisjust looking for afew weeks along the coast, but he and his companion, the elderly Judge
Macklin, find a kidnapped girl in their hired cottage. When they take her home, they learn that one of her
wealthy father's guests has been murdered under peculiar circumstances. Ellery applies hislogician's mind to
the problem, but those pesky human emotions keep getting in hisway. | remember reading this many years
ago, and how shocking the ending seemed. Perhaps | remembered too much of it to feel the same frisson
now.

Martin Gibbs says

Another great Ellery Queen novel. | enjoy the challenge to the reader, because unlike other mystery writers,
the EQ team provides everything for you to solve the case. Although | can't ever seem to do it (probably
because | just enjoy the ending and "listening" to Ellery explain everything in his reasoned, clinical manner).
At least in thisone, | had it down to two folks, one of whom was the murderer... oh well.

I wonder how audiences received thisin 1935; EQ put some things on the table that | wasn't sure were so



openly discussed back then. But then again | could be wrong.

However, it was alittle long. | think the authors were trying to fit their standard length and it just went
overboard. True, it was a clever way to bury afew clues within details, but it could have been anovella, or a
longer story included in acollection.

Allinall, anice one. | enjoyedit, as| do al of the EQ novelsin the 1930s. As| mentioned in my review of
On the Eighth Day, | do not like that many of the later novels were farmed out to others... | prefered the
originals, in their yellowed, musty tomes.

Chazzi says

One of Ellery Queen's earlier books, it has abit more detail to it and provides a solid read. There are red
herrings to pull you off track, yet the clues are all there. This adventure finds Ellery on vacation and in the
company of Judge Macklin heading for the coast for abit. Thisis one story that doesn't include Inspector
Queen.

The cast of charactersis colourful and thereislogic galore in the analysis of the clues.

Stephen Osbor ne says

Thelast of Queen's "nationality" titles and the end of his (their?) first period. Spanish Cape signals the shift
from the impossible crime to more psychological puzzles, perhaps because Queen realized he'd wrung all the
changes out of the impossible crime genre. The case is interesting, although alittle easy to figure out (I got it,
missing just a couple of minor details) and involves a blackmailer found naked on the terrace wearing only a
fedora and a cape. No Inspector Queen here, but Judge Macklin fillsin and does his best to keep up with
Ellery.

Dave says

An early Ellery, still alittle stodgy (twirling his pince-nez) but loosening up, not yet gone Hollywood. The
dialogue and supporting characters are very slangy and mannered, asin 30's movies or songs (yes, one
individual refersto "The Argentine"). But there's atricky puzzle, affecting scene of suicide, and enough
action to keep me engrossed on this rereading, twenty-five years after the first time. The long explanation
chapter--formerly my favorite part--is my least favorite now.

Barry says

| grew up reading the Hardy Boys books, so I'm more than alittle partial to classic mysteries from the good
old days. If abook like thiswere written today it likely would be relegated to the frumpy section of
bookstores, if it even got published, but because this was written decades ago its quaintness is perfectly
acceptable.



This book isn't mind-blowing in its greatness, and it ebbs and flows as it progresses, but intheend it isareal
page-turner. Other than afew mild swears this book is highly recommendable to anyone who enjoys awell-
told yarn from the classic-mystery hin.

L uffy says

Ellery Queen books are quite inconsistent. They're a mixed bag. The more difficult isit to solve the crime on
your own, the worse the book is. This I've gleaned from experience in reading the blighters. Asfor this
particular book, there was too much melodrama and not enough drama. Concretely, too much eavesdropping
was going on to facilitate the solution of the case. Ellery Queen had to find out alot of the mystery by atoo
well informed butler. There was a single murder, and by the time the mystery hemmed and hawed, | was
losing interest.




