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"Gradma Eleni saysit's my name, Astradeni, that's to blame, because Astradeni means 'the one who binds the
stars." And who, other than afairy creature, can bind the stars? | don't tell anyone this, of course..."

Symi, the small island near Rhodes, is where the eleven-year-old heroine of this novel grows up, until
financial reasons oblige the family to move to Athens. Astradeni leaves behind a close-knit community, a
natural setting that stimulates her imagination, and a rich store of traditional values in which both religion
and magic lore have their place. The author lets her tell her own story with winning charm and candour in a
style that allows her sensitivity and the sparkle of her intelligence to shine through.

A born storyteller, Astradeni supplies vivid details of the life and human relations on aremote Aegean

island, aswell as her efforts to adapt to the hard and alienating conditions of city life. For beneath the surface
charm of ayoung girl's narrative the reader isin fact withessing a painful process of social change, the
violence done to the sense of values of individuals experiencing an abrupt transition from a traditional
agrarian culture to a competitive, industrialised society of consumers.
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From Reader Review Astradeni for online ebook

Maryann says

Astradeni is eleven and her family hasto leave their little island, where there are no cars and everything
reguires work, but it's home, and familiar. They are going to Athens because Astradeni's father is out of
work. Astradeni is so excited and loves that she's making her cousin jealous. The city, though, is scary and
big and busy and where is the grass?

This story of afamily's transition from the old ways to the new ways of the city, astold through a child's
eyes, is sweet and heartbreaking. It's set in the late 1970'sin Greece. The theme is aloss of innocence, in
several ways, and a child's take on change. It's very easy to read.

Food: afresh cucumber, dipped in sea water for seasoning, but you realize when you get almost to the end,
there's arotten spot.

EvayyeA?a says

2Va BIBA?0 oL BpIoK?TaV AT TTAVTA TN BIBAI067KN Hou. Agv &?pw TOI0C TO AY?PACE, TIOIOC TO
Bale, ATA?C BPIOK?TOV OT? TTVTA €KE?. ALT? Ta BIPA?0 e al Tou dev TP?TEl MOTE va a@voupue
01 ?BACTA. ZEKVNOA va T0 dlaB2w KabBap? Kol WV0 aTr? TEPI?PYEIN KAl AT pida duvat? 2A&En yia
TIC KITPIVIOUVEC OEADEC TOL. Me po?2pn&e. Me Kat?rme oAxKANpn. To dl?Baca p?0a o€ 2uion ?pec.
YT?poXn ypa@?, uTr?poxn N ACTPadEVO?Ad, T?700 2uop@n Yux?. AlaB?2oviag 10 T?A0¢ TIPOYUATIK?
aT?PNOd, YIa A?¥0 AETIT? TIPOOTINB0?00 VA GUVEIJNTOTION 70w TIO? KAT?ANYE N 1oTop?a. Kl EKE?
OULVEIdNTOTI?N OO TE ?A0 TO BIPA?0 dev ?tav P20 TEPITI?TELA TNE OIKOYVEIAC XATI{NT?Tpou, 07T
OV TEALK? KAT2PEPOV VA EAVOyup?00UV GTN Z2Ur. 7AN N 10TOP?0 2TaV 0 @OTAICTIK?C PEAAIOU?C, N
EAEVIK? ATIOLOOTIO?N O TOU K?0UOL €V2C UIKPO? KOPITOI0? UE LTT?POXO0 XAPAKT?Pd, TV 2UOP@N
Yux?, HE CUUTTAOLN, KATAV?N AN, TPLEPEP?TNTA KOI AVIBIOTEA? Ay?rT). Me TN woe. Mou Eep woe
NV Kapdl 2. Vo HeY?A0 L2BNUa {w?¢ (;) TIOL 2TPETE VA EITIWBE? L?0a OTT? A T?200 AUTITEP?
10TOp?0. 5aat?pia eval A?ya yt aut? 1o PIA70.

Vicky Ziliaskopoulou says

A am? 10 BIBA?0 TOL AYy?IN o0 wE 2PN PN Kot cLVEX (W VA AyaTr? KAl va d1a 20w aK2un Kal T2pa-
TO HOPTUPO KO TO ALWUAA KOl ONUOOERVO ATI? TO XPV0 ?AAX TOU OVTIT?IoU Tou 2Xw. H {w?
EV?C KOPITA107? TIOU ?p6€E LIE TOUC YOVE?G TOU TNV ABVO KAl PAEC Ol SUGKOAZEC KO O KOIVUIVIK PG
POTOIOWN?C TIOL CUVAVT? TNV KOBNUEPIVTNT? NG, N OTIO?0 EV ?XEl KOO OTIOA?TWG OX 70N LE TNV
{W?0TnN Z?7un, TO VNOo? ?1Mou KATOLKO?0aV TPIV. Kal TAUT?Xpova E TNV TEPILYPAQ? TNE V20 ¢ {w?g
EETETYOVTAL UVUEC AT? TN {W? OTO VNO?- PANEC POP?C AOTE?EC, PANEC TIOA? OTEV 2XWPEC KOl PAANEC
OTA?C OTIYU?C TNC KABNUEPIV?TNTAC. 'HON, 7810 KAl GLV7DEIEC LOC TEPACU VNG ETIOX 2C TIOU
TEPIYP?QOVTAl ?UOPPA U200 OT? T U?TI0 TNC UIKP?C ACTPOOEVZC.

To oLOTVW ag PA0UC, ENVAI EEAIPETIK? AOYOT?2X VN




Maria says

To d?Baca WG TII0?, APKET?C POP?C LPALOTA. 21g KAl AN BIPA?0 Tng PakVou, N ACTPadEV?
€01 TIOA? KAAOYPAUUVO0 KAl 0€ KVEL VA VI DEIC TG BP?0KECHI OTH ZUMN.

UWC KAB?C TO EAVAOK 2PTOAIL WC EVZAIKN, VI8 TOA? HEY?AN aTOP?0 AaT? N PaKV0oU aTo@?010€
VA TEAEI?0¢€L TO BIPA?0 PE AUT? TOV AT 2010 TP?TO. 70EAE VO OE?EEl GUHPBOALK? TOV «BIacu?» TIOU
v@?otaTal N EAANVIK? @?0nN / ETOPX 20 OTT? TN AOYIK? TNG TIPANG; 2T¢ KOl va' XEl BP?0Kw Twg ?tav
K?2K10Tn €raAoy?. Q¢ T d? d1a?Covtag 10 BIBA?0 £2XO KAT? COKAPIOTE? KAl OV €20 KATAABEl
KI?AAG KOA? KOA? TI OUV?BN...

Christiana Hadji says

AT? 10 KOA?TEPA TNG PAKAVOUL. AQOTAIOTIK? EIAIKPIV?C YPAPLHO, TPOYVIK? GUYKIVNTIK? 1OTOP?0, KOl
MUI? MKP? NPw?da TIOL Ba UTEL OTNV KOpol? cag Kol Ba TNV KVEL TEPILB?AL.

Rozalia says

Z€ euxXapIoT? yia auT? 10 BIPA0.
H KuP?An ?tav oam\? lio va Voua,Jio torobec?a.
X?p1¢ eova dev Ba TNV EEX?0w TOT?...

Stella Katsarou says

XL Mat? dev Zepa, KOl O EUTIOTE?TNKA, KI 07 OTIC TEAEUTO 7€ OEAPDEC UE TIP?OWOEC.

Eldy says

METO OTIO 7 XPOVIa TIOU OAO EAEYD VA TO TIACW VA [N TO ThOOow. To dlafoaoa o€ 2 EPEC.
Epwrteudnka apeows tnv AcTpadevn, €100 ELEVA UECO TNC. EKTOC OTIO TA TPOUAXTIKO KOIVO
OTOIXEIO OTIWG OVOOTO YOVIGV, TOTIOC KOTOYWYN G, OKOUA KOl KOUUTPWY. E1da epeva 0To pUoAo
TNG KOl OTO OVELPA TNEKOAL TNV GAVTACIO TNE, EKAVE TPOYUOTA TIOL VOUILO OTI LOVO £yw EKavaA. To
TEIOUO TNG, N ELALONOIA TNE, O TPOTIOC OKEWNC TNE TOU NTAV Kal TNOKOC Kal pr. OAa tn¢. H
Aotpadevn Uou.

To tedo¢ Tou BIPBAIOL... TI va TIw? AppwoTo! TatTl va ypaelg eva TeTolo TEAoC? MNatl dev 10
TEAELWVEC OAANIWC? @0 OV TEIC CLUMBAIVOULY auTad. E Kal?? Elval avaykn va cupBaivouy Kal o€
TETOIEC IOTOPIEC? Z€ TETOLA ATOPO? Kal ag unv eival aAnbivo! Ecu Tou To eypaieg o€ EVXOPIOTNOE
TIOU TO TEAEIWOEC £TO1? TI HOC EOWOEC KATIOIO o Bnua?? EAeoc!

©a To ayopacw TO BIPAI0. Kal Ba OKIGW TO TEAEUTOI0 KEQAAOI0 Kal Ba To KaPw! Kal 8a ypayw
OlKO OV TeAOC!

Tehod!



Danis says

Tnv Aotpadev? TNV TPWTodI 2BAca aTNV €@ENPRE?0 LOL!MET? AT? XpVIa TNV EAVA?raca Kal n
OA?0E1a €L 2T TAPXTNKA.?200C WG V?0¢ VA TO BUUZUOUY OOV U0 KAAOYPO UV

1OTOP?0, A?2TPEYN TNV Z2UN KAl QUOLIK? TNV @aVTaa?a TNG IKP?¢ Aotpadev?c! T?pa Tou 10
T?AELWOO V1A OE?TEPN POP? , VIWT0 COKAPIGUAVOC KAL HE IO TIK PO TIOL 2UEIVE OTO T?2A0C...AT? N
1OTOP?0 TNG MIKP?C LAC PPANC..€VAL 1 1OTOP?A PACV HOC ,LETAPOPIK? ? KUPIOAEKTIK? 7pAYE T?
onuac?a ?xet?

Maria says

MAIAIA, TIHTAN AYTO! TI HTAN AYTQO!!

Agapi says

Aotpadev?. ?X1 Aotep?mm, 0?te Oupav?a.

AoTpadev?. To KOP?Tal TIOL 2PN 0E TT70W TNC TN Z2UN V1A va TT%El otV ABVa e TOUC YOVE?C TN,
XWP?¢ BBata va §?pel 2Tl pad? UE TO vNO? 2IMPETE VA ATIOXWPICTE? KAl Ta 1ua, TN YA?00d, TIC
OULV?BEIEC - AK?UN Kal T VOU? TG,

A&V 2000 TG T KAT?@EPE N POKVOUL VA HE KVEL VA UTIW OTN 8701 TOU IKPO? ALTO? KOPITC10?,
O£dOV0U 2Tl 02TE ATT? TN Z2UN £2ua1, 0?t€ oTNV ABd ToUL '70 ?Xw {?0¢€l. Ag HOL @AIV?TAV TIOT?
TOP?EEVO PA0 OUT? TIOU KVOLV eVT?Iwon oTnv AoTpadev?, iaTt? E2U00TE 870 TEAEWCE DA POPETIK?G
YEVI2C TILAL . KI 2UWG, TO KOPITGXKI, UE 2PN OE VO T OTIC OKAPELC TNC KO UE Tag2dePe o€ I
ETIOX? TIOU OV A nod. Aev LT?PXE BIBA?0, 0?te Evyev?20 PaKVOUL. YTI?pXE N ACTPOSEV? TIOV [IIAO?0E
KI €Y? TIOU TNV 2KOUYO WE T?0N TIPOCOX? KAl T?200 EVAIO@P?POV, IAT? AUT? TO KOP?Tal ?XEl TOAA? va
TEL.

MTOPE? AAP0EI0 VO YPAPEL K?TOIOG KPITIK? A@AVoVTOC OTT 2w TO T?A0G; A€ VOU?{wW. PAAOUC TOUG
OXapE, 2ANOVLC TOUG €€ ?pYI0E, PANOUC LG BZUIOE 2T AUT? EAVAL 1N TROYUATIK? {W? KO 2T1 -21G
OKPIB?¢ KOl OTNV TROAYUOTIK?TNTA- L?20 0870 KOl TPLEEP? PuX? O GNUaVEl 2T €Al BLPaKITUN
OTr? KOBET? KOK? KOl BAABEP? TIOL UTI?PXEL TPIY?PW.

4.5/5* yiaT1? €2Xa KAIP? VA CUUTB?0W T?00 TIOA? V0OV TPWIAYWVIOT? KAl QUCIK? V1O TNV TPOUEP?
VPO @? TNg PaKAou.

https://youtu.be/a9dIWOY mtcQ

Anastasia says

€I UEPIK? BIBA?0 TIOL OE ONUABE?0LY VIO TIVTA...



Cateyesunglasses says

Astradeni isalittle girl living aquiet life on Symi, alittle greek island in the Dodecanese, near Turkey. But
comes the day her parents decide to leave for the big city Athens.
Astradeni is quite chuffed about thisidea and bragging.

Through Astradeni's story Fakinou really depaints the greek rural exodus which in my opinion had avery
important impact on greek identity. It isn't only a geographic move, it also isthe social and cultural transition
greeks went though from their communal and traditional lives to modern and annihilating city life.

"I find this quite surprising. | mean, in our block of flats, if you leave out the two ladies on the 5th floor, that
other lady on the ground floor, us, and the old woman next door, everybody else is going home to their
village. [...] In other words, like us, they've all come to Athens from somewhere else. How many years ago, |
wonder, and did they like Athens from the start?"

That is aso how Astradeni feels, little by little her high hopes face the redlity of lifein Athens. Of course at
first the sight of well dressed women and full supermarkeys impress her, but soon the glitter fades, her father
findsit hard to find ajob, the big school isn't all that nice and there just isn't enough space between these
walls. Astradeni grows up, alively child she ends up bitterly disillusioned.

We areimmersed in a depressing portrait of Athens and at the same time in the reminescences of Astradenis
village life on Symi.

SPOILER :I did enjoy reading Astradeni weren't it for the last pages. Having also read The seventh
garment, the ending was somehow just too predictable by Fakinou and left me disappointed.

The book being written in the first person, the reader can directly share Astradeni's thoughts and worries.

Y ou see the world through her eyes and athough she is only eleven her insights are wiser than most grown-
ups.

An endearing and clever character, | was hoping for a better ending for her. Or maybe | feel this way because
she managed to make Astradeni seem so real acharacter that | want to re-write a different ending for her!

Robert says

When you live on atiny isand (Malta) , like | do, you start to notice how lifeis so different. ISland lifeis
more personal, everyone is sort of related to one another, a consumer mentality does not dominate that much
(although this is changing over here) and in some villages people trust each other blindly , leaving keysin
doors etc.

The title character of this novel goesthrough a similar experience. Eleven year old Astradeni lives on a small
island near Rhodes (incidentally The Knights of St.John were driven out by the Turks and had to settle in
Malta) and lifeis very simple. Dueto afinancial loss, her family decide to move to Athensin order to find
better fortunes.

Astradeni’ s culture shock isimmense. She cannot get used to the materialistic society, the rituals and even



the fact that she speaks a dialect makes her (and her family) an outsider. The novel istold through her point
of view, thusthere is a certain innocence, which is ultimately lost at the end of the book.

| related to this novel immensely, although in my case | moved from Canadato Malta, but | still had ahard
time adapting to the different sort of mentalities and just like Astradeni | had to adapt myself the difficult

way.

One gripe about Astradeni isthat it is out of print so you'll have to try seek it out, but do so asitisa
wonderful little novel.

?AAN A says

Mia Braotikn ANEMIZHMH OMTIKH

H KANONIKH KPITIKH K BAOMOAOIHZH , "2TON AZTEPIZMO TOY BIBAIOY"
http://stonasterismotouvivliou.blogsp...

Ti va T TWPA YW i AUTO TO PIPBALO;;

Tiva T VIO TOV HIKP? OYYEAO TIOU TETOBOAA E OTIIOHEVEC TIG YTEPOUYEC TOV OTIC OEAIOEC TOU;;;
H npwida tn¢ EYTENIAZ ®AKINOY dev €1val aTid eva aélayaTrTo KOPITOOKI AT TNV ETIPXIA
TIOL EPXETAI VO (NOCEl OTNV TOAN.

H AZTPAAENH €1val 1o Ti0 00TPATIOBOAOC KOl GUVALO TPAYVIKO TAAOUA TNG -EAANVIKNG- €PnNPBIKNG
AOYOTEXVIOC.

"Evaotpog oupavog' To OVOoud Kal N OVEIPOTIOAA PuXn TNC, TOU OEV TIIVEL VA TIOTEVEI GTNV
opop@a TNC {wng, AKOoUN Ki otav n {nAo@bovia, n aptnpIocKANpLVCN Kal T0 Hio0og ThV
TOOAQTIITOUV HE HOVIAL.

TNV KOTNYopouv PEXPL KOI Y1a TO EE0IO10 LOVOSIKO OVOUA TNG. TNG KATAKEPUATILOLY TNV
TouTOTNTA TNG.

Mia eEAa@Vva OVAPESO OTOV X0PO TGV TOAKAAL?Y, LId VEPOIAOVAQ HECO OE dAIUAOUC...

H AoBwuevn aBwotnTta ToU KOGUOU.

MAAEYEI OMQZ o€ eva HovadiKo 0d0ITIOPIKO TVELUATIKNG AvVLwonC.

H otavlnpofoAa eu@uia TNEG LUPWEVN OTO TNV EVALCBNCLA TNE HAC XapPILEl HECU ATIO TNV TEVA
NG PAKIVOU , TA TEO KAAOIGONTO KOI CUYKIVATIKO 100G XWP?0 TNG VEAVIKNG AOYOTEXVIOG HOC
OlOXPOVIKA.

Mia 1oTopla EVNAIKIWONG OTN LETATIOAEUIKN EAAOOO T OTIIPOYEVH OTIO TIOAEUOKATIAOUG
OPTIYEC TIIVTOC EIO0VC KI AUTNV TNV TTPION, OUNPO TNG UTIOKPITIKNG NBIKOAOYIOG K TNG
HOTO1000ENC AOTLU@AIOG CUMPBOALLEL €V TEAEL N ACTpadevn HAC:

Tnv EAAada Tou Oupavou TOL ATEVIOE OOTEPIA K KOTOLOI OAVC0dECOV OE TOPTAPA.

O00 y1a TNV KOTAANEN £XW VA ETICNHAVO TG ..

AYO 1val TA ETIONHWG KATOYEYPO LUEVO TPOVUATA TN YEVIOC Hou(Tdla Tou 75-85):

O xwptopog Teppu-Kavtu 0TO apIOTOVPYNHOTIKO VEAVIKO anime aTo TN MNatwvela Mi1{ouKI-Tiou
oAol atToAavoape otnv EPT-

(Mo va gnv Ta PIXVOLUE KOl OAO OTO...TOEPVOUTIAI!IT)

Mepa ATO TO OOTELN, AV 0 @EOC MOV dWOElI KOPOULAX, &€ Ba TNE dwow AUTO TO PIPRALO- TPV ,EOTW
OTIO TNV EVNALKIWON TNC...

.OeAWTO Tl HOL VO EEAKOAOUBEI vVa TuaTeLEl 0Tn W), OTOV EPWIA 0TO PQZ Kal N KapdouAa
TOU VA KOATIOEl TIIPED E TO "OOTPO AA0Y0" TIOL N @avTaacia TN AoTpadevng {wvTavePE aTO TO



HOVOXIKO AETWUN TOL MapBevwva -"yia va Un PEVEL Hovo Tou" (aaa).

Ag Ba erntpePw o KANENAN va KateBooel armo 1o Tidl oV TOUC SIOKOTIEC" TNG EATIOOC!
AKOMN K O€ VO 0pIOTOUPYNHATOKI OTWG QUTO.
Ag Ba ploKapw TNV Yuxn ToL TIAIOL HOL VIO KAMLO "KOAN Aoyotexvia”.

ZeKaBapa dNAWV OTI AUTO TO LTEPOXO BIBAIO €1vAl AKATAAANAO yida TG KI €@ BOUC.

KoAo €lval n ava@opa o€ 0UTO AT d0OKAAOUG VO LEVEI GTO WWOTO OTIOCTIOUA TOU YAUTIIOU TIOU
OUUTEPIAOUPBOVETAI GTIC OXOAIKEC OVOOAOYIEC.

To UTIDAOITIO, VIO THO PEYOAEC NAIKIEC , BWPOKICUEVECG ATIO PWITEIVEG EUTEIPIEG KAL BETIKN Beaan NG
(NG K TWV avepwIiwy.

Mot Kupta PaKIVOU POV &€ MO AVTIONKEG IO OTOAD KOl @AOTEXVNOEC TOOO ETISEEIA EVA PIVAAE
OypLO- HE TNV TOINOTN apXalag TPaywdlog Kal TN @PIKN AOTUVOMIKOU PETIOPTOL;

o1t EQEPEC TNV OAIKN EKAEIYPN OTOV HIKPO NOIKO K TWEVHOTIKO NALO, TIOU NTAV TO KOPITOOKI OOV
EUTIVEOVTOCG KI EYAG ;;;

Nal QoG EPEIVE aEEXOTT.

K1 gou, Tapea pe TN M1OUKL. Eyyunpevo 10 Xapakipl.

AIABAZTE THN MIO EMNIZHMH MAPOYZIAZH 2TO http://stonasterismotouvivliou.blogsp...




