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Tuncer ?eng0z says

Okudu?um eniyi ve en ¢arp?c? romanlardan biri. Bltlin karakterler cok etkileyici, olaylar?n ak??? tutarl?,
yazarn dili (ve roman?n TUrkce'ye cevirisi) cok iyi. Bir ulusun, bir kentin ve bu kentte ya?ayan insanlar?n
oykuleri anlat??rken, Fransay?, Parisi hi¢c gormemi? bile olsan?z zihninizde ¢ok canl? manzaraar ciziliyor.
Roman kahramanlar™n?n ya?anan blyik trgjedi kar??s?ndaki tepkileri cok carp?c?. Tessat, Lucien, Dessére
ve Agnes karakterlerinin hikayeleri 6zellikle ¢ok etkileyiciydi. Okumam?? olanlara 7iddetle tavsiye ederim.
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Michael David says

Ilya Ehrenburg is a second-rate Russian author, and | mean this with no disrespect. He's definitely not as
good as Dostoevsky and Tolstoy, and it's clear that Bely, Bulgakov, Solzhenitsyn, and Pasternak are much
better than him. He was more of Stalin's organ than anything, and it showed in this work.

Despite the fact that in other editions it has more than 700 pages, it's only 382 pages with this edition
because it was published during the war, where everything was scarce, and because its font size is probably
seven or eight. The question is: would | unhesitatingly recommend this as a representative work of Russian
literature?

My answer is an unequivocal ho.

| think the best aspect of this novel isits characters. Ehrenburg may have been workmanlike with his plot,
but there are, at least, afew memorable and believable charactersin this novel. | find that his lack of focus
toward any single character was detrimental to the novel as awhole. Ehrenburg jumped from scene-to-scene,
despite not even having fleshed out certain scenes as well. As aresult, the deaths that occurred in the final
pages weren't affective. They were bathetic and overwritten, and the mise-en-scene was harried.

Despite his limits, however, Ehrenburg was capable in actually writing a decent story from Soviet
propagandist literature. But it is undeniably Soviet propaganda. For example, one of the novel's central
characters, Paul Tessa, was a diplomat who swayed with the tides so long as he could grab on to power. He
alienated his family, but he eventually became head of France. It was nevertheless afutile aim, since the
Germans came and overran their esteemed Maginot line through their blitzkrieg. Lucien Tessa, his son, died
out of hunger after fighting for France because he was bored out of hiswits. Most of the novel's other
characters die out of fantastic circumstances. Jeanette, the lover of Desser, died because a bomb fell on her,



while Desser died because he lost hope in France. | say fantastic, because while their deaths were believable
in the context of the novel, they could have done alot to obviateit. Their desire for oblivion was just as
sudden and as magical astheir jarring character shifts. It would have been more believable had there been an
epiphany, but there wasn't.

Guess who lives in the end.

Duh, COMMUNIST S! Only Denise Tessa and her love Michaud, after having discovered the beauty of
communism, live to fight another day! Workingmen of all countries, unite!

‘The Russians will show shim something. We'll see the Red army, Denise. We're bound to seeit...
Hitler began it, Stalin will finish it. (p. 379)'

| wasn't even making that up.

There were so many things Ehrenburg could have done better, but this is understandabl e because he was a
Stalin apologist. At least the novel still has memorable characters. I'd recommend watching Army of
Shadows(1969), however, for a more accurate and visceral take on France after its German occupation
during the Second World War. Philippe Gerbier couldn't be ssimply classified as a communist: all he wanted
was afree France, and he fought for it outside the law. Devoid of any schmaltz, it showed aresilient people
in war-torn France. It was also less biased than this novel, and would be a much better use of one'stime. It's
not a horrible book, though - but for 700 pages, it iswhat it is.

Hereisthetrailer link for Army of Shadows.

S?laJ. says

I'm one of those people who don't like it when the narrative focuses on only one character. So, obviously,
this book was a great read with very unique characters who have their own chapters that last for afew pages
without being too boring. | had a connection with Claude, he seemed like he was preoccupied with his books
even when the war was raging on.

Panagiotis says

TEAIK? 210V KAAPTEPO ATE? 2taV ?pXI(E, ATIN?C TR ?IEL VO EETEP?0EIC TIC 100 TP ?1EC OEA?DEC, UET? OE
avtape?Bel. KATATANKTIK? 0vOTOP?0TOCN ETIOX?2C, N 1OTOP?0 TOU EPYATIKO? KIVZUATOCG OTN
FaAA?0, Ol HEGTO? XAPOKT?PEC,PA0 €A1 GLV. TO WO KOK? €l ?T1 dev UTIop? va Bpw Toubev? Ta
070 ETTPUEVA UIO KAl OLT? €0l 2K0on Tov 1988, ?x1 yiat? 10 PIBA?0 dev UTIOPE? va dlABACTE? G
OUTOTEA?C, OAA? VIOT? N LOTOP?0 EMVAL T?00 CUVAPTIIOTIK?



Maria Thomarey says

Enal @ofep? HETO ATIO T700 XPpAIA va Bu?001 TNV a?708n0N TIOL 00U £7XE AQ?0El VA BIBA?0

Ufuk Kara says

Muazzam.

Ahmad Sharabiani says

This exceptional novel by the well-known Russian writer describes the decay and eventual collapse of
French society between 1935 and the German occupation in 1940.

Varl?k Ozerciyes says

Kitap kendi ad?ma oldukga surikleyiciydi. Bir deikinci diinya sava??n?n heniiz icindeyken kaleme
al”nmad? daha da carp?c?. Amakitab?n keyifli bir kitap oldu?unu sdylemek zor, bilakis i¢ karart?c? ve
umutsuz buldum.

?z b?rakan bir iki na?2??? not al?yorum:

1. Propaganda amagl ? kaleme al 2nm?? oldu?u yonunde gori2im olu?u. Ayn? ya?am yolu kitaplar ndaki
izlenimim gibi.Y er yer filtrelemeye ¢al ?2t?m.

2. Kitaptak ya dailgli donemdeki duygusal aktar?mlar?mlar a?k betimlemeleri farkl?-uzak geliyor. Ayn?s?
dostoyevskide de var. Ornek beyaz geceler. Hatta yazar?n a2k k?s?mlar™n? dostoyevski ile benzer anlat?n?
2a7tt?.

3. Tessat?”n o?lunun koy koy yuriyi?0 bana kozinskinin boyal ? ku?undaki delikanln?n yUriyu2int
an?msatt?. Yine konu 2. Dinya sava??yd?. Demekki benzer tan?kl?klar? bar?nd?ran pek ¢ok oykii var.

4. Marsilyae?enceleri ne de ¢cok buginimiizii ca2r 22t r?yor.

5. Ki?isel siyasi politik macerama olan te?etler, 6rne?in viard karAkteri san?r?m beni daha ¢cok ba?ad?
kitaba. Ve de 1940 fransas? ile gliniimiz aras? benzerlik.




