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Fourteen-year-old Jimmy Kelly is Fat Boy Fat, the largest kid in his Scottish community, who’s made to feel
useless at everything. Only his family knows he’s a whiz in the kitchen, and Jimmy is determined to keep it
that way.
So when GI Joe, the toughest coach at school, finds out his secret, Jimmy is sure he’s doomed. But Coach
proposes a deal: If Jimmy helps him, Coach will help Jimmy to swim. He knows there’s more to Jimmy than
meets the eye. Now it’s time for Jimmy to stop hiding and realize it himself.
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From Reader Review Fat Boy Swim for online ebook

Lör K. says

I read this back in Year Eight in secondary school, and I remember this being one of the best books I have
ever read.

Welcome to Scotland, where we follow Jimmy. He's fourteen years old and is overweight, and constantly
teased. The joke of it all? Jimmy's talent lies in cooking. Eventually having enough, Jimmy decides to turn
his self loathing life around and learn how to swim.

This book,  changed my life .

This isn't even an exaggeration. This book completely changed my perspective on everything. This book
made me a lot more aware of so many things I can't even list everything. I connected with Jimmy way too
much it was painful. I cannot explain just how much I loved Jimmy and how much I loved this book. This is
such a beauty of a book, I really need to read this again and review this correctly.

 Read this.

Roberta Dellabora says

La recensione completa QUI

Jimmy non potrebbe avere una vita peggiore. E' terribilmente in sovrappeso e costantemente schernito dai
compagni di scuola e di calcetto. Le sue cose non sono le uniche ad essere distrutte, ma anche la sua dignità.
Fat Boy Swim è uno di quei libri dove la morale diventa importantissima e si rivolge sopratutto ad un
pubblico giovane che ha ancora a che fare con la vita scolastica. Il bullismo viene affrontato come tema
preponderante, ma la scorrevole e diretta narrazione di Catherine Forde ci insegna che prima o poi,
nonostante tutte le controversie della vita tutti possiamo avere finalmente il nostro riscatto. Così come accade
a Jimmy.

Daniel says

A really cracking book, actually! Brilliant for young readers. The Scottish accent will no doubt puzzle many
who aren't acquainted with it, but if you've got that on lock then it's all grand!

Andromeda says

Overall, just meh. Meh story, meh ending, meeeehhhhh... although I will give it credit for having this guy
turn his life around, most of the time it isn't so easy. I'd know.



Charlotte says

There was something about the blurb of this that reminded me vividly of reading Tim Bowler’s Midget,
which I loved as a kid, so I couldn’t help but pick this YA novel up as a reprieve from the textbooks. It also,
when I flicked through reviews, promised a happy ending. The first two chapters felt a little unwieldy,
Forde’s style unfamiliar, however her rhythm is quickly picked up – especially read aloud.

Not being the target audience, I did guess the big family secret fairly early in the book; however this didn’t
spoil the enjoyment of the read. Somehow it ended up being 1AM, I’d turned ‘one more chapter’ into the
entire book (oops!)… Very good for expanding a teen’s vocabulary and definitely one to read about the pool
on holiday – her vivid detail left me craving chocolate éclairs and a good swim!

Duran Davis says

Fat Boy Swim is about a kid named Jimmy. He loves cooking and his dream is to become a chef. He also
likes playing football. His coach also makes him work the hardest. Everybody laughs at him because he is
overweight. Later on he found out his mother was dating the priest. He then met the priest who he found out
was his football coach. The coaches name is GI Joe. Gi Joe wanted Jimmy to start swimming. Jimmy wanted
to swim but he was not very good at it. GI Joe then taught Jimmy how to swim and Jimmy loved it.

I would recommend this book.

Calvin Foun says

I thought it was an okay book. There wasn't much that was going on in the story but there was a lot of
psychological change in jimmy. I didn't like that there were so many plot changes at the end of the story and
then the book just ended. It would have been a little better if the book was a little longer.

Hunter Storkel says

I really enjoyed this book. It was a very hard book to put down. It felt like a true story and the amount of
detail was great. It is about a boy that gets picked on about his weight because they say he is "disgustingly
overweight." He also gets abused as well but he keeps his head up through the ups and downs throughout the
story. As the story goes on he keeps dreaming about becoming a chief and how he has always wanted to be a
chief. But school life is hard for him because he doesn't want to go to school and how everyone just blows
him off but then he decides he starts to learn how to swim and how he tries to better himself. I truly
recommend this book if you like true stories and how it can keep you in the book and it shows how he tries
to better himself and proves to people how people can do anything.



Vanessa says

What a lovely little novel.

I read this because I'm teaching it to my S1 class, and I have to say I was pleasantly surprised. I'm a bit old
for most books aimed at kids, but this one was a treat. I felt myself getting extremely emotionally involved in
Jimmy Kelly's troubles - even had moments reading it on the bus where my eyes were welling up for him!

The characterisation is very good in this, and the progression of not only Jimmy's character but the character
of his main bully Victor was very well done.

A real heartwarming read, I'd urge anyone to read it if they fancy something simple and sweet.

Hi says

i hated this book i think it was soap opera
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Sarah Calderwood says

My daughter was reading this for High School (2nd year) English so thought i would give it a go. Great
story, loveable characters and brilliant writing :)

Ophelia says

This novel still remains a favorite. I loved the fact that it was set in Scotland, and the fact that it has a Bruce
Willis lookalike in it, and it also makes me want to go swimming and see what kind of a difference I can
make in my own life. Could I relate? I hear you ask. Of course I could, despite the facts that I'm not a boy
and one that is still in school. I think anyone could, regardless of whether they have been bullied or not.
School was difficult for most people, and this novel really digs into the mind of a young, amicable lad who
just gets on with it. I'm proud of him and he is only a character in a book. I loved the whole 'dream' concept
as well, it is symbolism at its best. It is one of the few novels that I can remember telling myself to read again
whenever I had a slight break from reading novels for University; a novel I can come back to again and
again, and go on the journey with Jim who just shines with his honesty and his gracious heart. I finished
University this summer, and this novel again, was a 'must-read' as soon as I got home, waiting for me
patiently, never failing to put a smile on my face and a quickened beat in my heart for such a modest and
realistic character. A truly great read. I owe you, Jim.

Salsabrarian says

Jimmy Kelly's transformation from slovenly, miserable fat kid to talented and confident swimmer is a
heartening journey for readers.

*SPOILER* Fourteen-year-old Jimmy Kelly is slovenly and fat. He is
teased and bullied constantly at school, not only by classmates but his PE teacher as well. His refuge from
the cruelty is, ironically, gourmet cooking. Jimmy knows how to cook and he enjoys creating meals and
"tablet" (a type of candy) for his Mum and Aunt Pol. Father "GI Joe" learns Jimmy's secret and wants him to
cater the swimathon fundraiser. In exchange, Jimmy gets swimming lessons from GI Joe. Jimmy proves to



be a natural talent in the pool. He drops 21 pounds and is growing in confidence, even gaining a sort of
girlfriend in Ellie McPherson. But Mum and Aunt Pol drop a bomb, revealing a family secret and Jimmy's
real parentage.

Jeremiah Dela says

Fat Boy Swim by Catherine Forde Book review

This is one of the first novels I have read that left me with the `meh` impression. The book is not terrible, but
is not fantastic either. It has no terrible dialogue or cliches nor any great moments or scenes. It is so
aggressively middle-of-the-road that I do not really know if i should criticize or praise it. The book is just,
ok.

The plot is really simple. An obese teenage boy is being bullied in school, an older authority helps him
become a swimmer. He becomes the best swimmer in the school ( In only five weeks!) Beats the bully, gets
the girl, the end. The story is very simple, and almost cliche. With pages of self gloating and scenes of the
protagonist being abused by literally everyone. All the while the book showers the reader with food related
metaphors and puns to show that the protagonist is obsessed with food.

Speaking of food, the protagonist is also an expert chef, the story goes that he does not want to show his skill
to the public because he is frightened of what people will say about an overweight being a cook. not showing
off the only skill you have to dodge all the criticism and bullying is quite skeptical. Iv`e seen dozens of cooks
who are overweight and I did not bat an eye. In fact, I think being a chef suites him more than being a
swimmer.

Perhaps what is nagging at me the most is its simplicity. Its plot and setting sadly have no significant details
that stand out. The characters are, sort of diverse and a little interesting, but the simplicity is what brings it
down. The book is so easy and casual to read that I read through the entirety of the book under 5 hours.
Keeping myself entertained by blurting the dialogue in a scottish accent. Maybe the book was ment for
casual reading, and should not be taken to seriously like what I am doing.

The book itself is not that captivating, but it`s not terrible either. Its easy-to-read writing and short page
number makes it a walk in a park to read. I would not recommend it to the young adults like me who are into
the more bizarre, action-packed, love triangle ridden novels. If you`re looking for an easy, peaceful and
quick read, Fat boy swim is a very good choice for you.

Jesse Wilkerson says

Imagine Jimmy, a 14 year boy who has no friends, and is overweight. He’s out for a soccer team with other
people in his class, and with his rival/bully Victor who always ridicules him at every single practice, and
after every game for being too fat, or horrible at the sport. Jimmy the 14 year old boy has a hidden skill for
cooking, and has not told anybody except his mother and aunt. After getting talked into a fundraiser by the
priest/swim coach he decides to take up that offer, and from the first day of practice his life would change



forever.

The first thing that I enjoyed about this book was the plot, which sort of went from Jimmy losing everything
in his life, to him going through a lot of stress and coming out on top. It is really inspiring watching Jimmy
get better as an athlete, and as a better human being in general. And I enjoyed how the book was simple in
that it went from beginning to end and that’s it.

Another thing that I enjoyed about this book is that it is very simple concept,and it actually could happen in
real life, but it is fiction. Jimmy is portrayed really well in this book and there was a lot of details explaining
all of the main characters in the story and how they changed throughout the course of the story.

Fat Boy Swim is a pretty decent book, and I recommend it for anybody that has to read a book in school, or
just read a book that does not take that much time and effort, but still is entertaining. This is also a relatively
short book, it has over 200 pages, but it does not take that long to read. All in all i would probably give this
book a ? simply because it is not a book that you can just get hooked on and keep reading, it is more of a
casual book that is fun to read.


