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With a kid on the way, Boyd needed the job bad. But the idea of going underground at the Hobart Mine,
down into the dark labyrinth of tunnels to get at the raw ore, left him with a brooding sense of unease. Maybe
it was the fact that his father had died down in the mines or maybe it was something much worse.

Digging a new drift down in Level #8, the lowest level of the mine, an immense shaft opens up. Boyd and a
few others volunteer to explore it. Some 400 feet down, they find a passage that leads to an immense cavern
from prehistory.

A petrified world.

A prehistoric graveyard.

Then a cave-in traps them down there. In the darkness and dank shadows of a fossilized world, they realize
they are not alone.

Something has woken in the stone.

Something ancient and terrible and coldly intelligent.

And it is lonely.
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From Reader Review The Underdwelling for online ebook

Gavin says

I have a bad relationship with Horror novels. I want to love them, but there doesn't seem to be a mainstream
Name for horror that you can point to for quality work. Fantasy and Sci-Fi have obvious, go-to luminaries,
who have carved out their own distinct fields of play, horror has... Stephen King, the author Most In Need of
a Bloody Editor. Literally bloody. As in; willing to wade through his corpulent manuscripts as though a
frenzied butcher let loose with cleaver and sharpened teeth in a veal pen. Money being what it is though, that
never happened and consequently most good horror seems to be written by a bunch of guys of whom nobody
has ever heard.

Leading me to talk about The Underdwelling: A tight, goose-pimpling novella about a group of miners who
get stranded in The Wrong Cave. I've no idea how accurate Curran's research was, or whether he has any
personal or familial experience of the world underground, but he paints a fascinating, richly textured
environment with admirably little descriptive padding. I learned a great deal about types of rock and what
they mean without realising it, and fully half the book is spent in the third person limited (the best
perspective) just watching Boyd get to grips with his new job and co-workers. Learning and caring about the
victims before they become such, as it should be, but doing so in a commendably Spartan and efficient way.

I can't talk about a 200 page novel in any detail without ruining it for you but I can say that I'll be looking out
on the Kindle market for Curran's next book, because this was a B-Movie Creature Feature done absolutely
as it should be. I was hooked from page one and kicked out the other end sweating.

If you have even a cursory interest in reading about monsters then plonk your money down and take a seat
here.

Char says

[
"Breed could see something...an eldritch and terrible form given body by the swirling dust. He couldn't be
sure how much of it he saw and how much he imagined. It was roughly the size

Todd Russell says

Miners in search of ore discover a hole thousands of feet beneath the earth. At the bottom of a hole lies a
huge cave opening formed 250 million years ago. The level and intensity of dread over what happens in that
cramped, dusty, prehistoric hellhole rises with each worrisome page turn in this 1,454 Kindle locations of
doom.

I've commented in other reviews about Curran's awesome eye for detail and imagery but he also has some
great endings, including this one that you'll have to read to find out. This story is a bit more of a slow boil



versus action and gorefest that Curran delivers in some tales. The characters are not quite as well defined as
in some of his other stories either, but we get enough to get a sense of who's who. This novella is one to read
in low light situations. Recommended.

? Irena ? says

4.5
It starts slow. Really slow. By the time the things started happening, I was more than tense.
My advice is to be patient and read it, because it is so worth it.

That blurb tells you the whole story, but the way it is told is well written. The first half of the story
introduces you to Boyd, a miner who got a chance to work in the graveyard shift. He and a miner who had
been assigned to help him end up at the lowest level of the mine, where they find a peculiar and almost
artificial-looking hole. A group of them has to investigate, of course.
The other half of the story is about their descent into that hole.

As I said, the whole story is in that blurb, but there are so many details that aren't; the details that make The
Underdwelling creepy, disgusting, sad, and disturbing. The ending is especially extraordinary. It gives you
hope at the same time it threatens to become something even more terrifying than what you have already
read.

Richard says

*I still think about this book even a year after reading it, so I decided to bump it up to 5 stars!*

Setting and atmosphere is so important in many horror stories and this book has all of it in spades! This
novella by cult favorite horror author Tim Curran is about a young miner who is excited for his new post on
a graveyard shift team working the bottom levels of the Hobart mine, because it means extra dough that'll
help with his new baby on the way. But on his first night, a new, deeper section of the mine is revealed and
because he's all macho and shit, he volunteers with a group to explore it. And what they find is a horror that's
been hidden for thousands of years.

This one is actually even better than the previous novella I've read by Curran,  Blackout , mostly due to his
skillful rendering of the environment: the absolute, claustrophobic darkness deep beneath the earth and the
way it can break the mind, the smells, the sounds that shouldn't be there, and the hopelessness of being
trapped. Curran is great at setting a scene and maintaining mood. And points for a chilling ending that's even
more fucked up than I could've imagined...

If you enjoyed  The Descent , that tense, heart attack of a movie about a group of badass women discovering
horrors underground and directed by my buddy Neil Marshall, you should give this novella a spin!



Kimberly says

Mini-h/c, #1

Amit says

Perfect, just a perfect read for me after a long while. Couldn't ask for more obviously...

1. "... but not down here. Not in the bowels of the earth in the enshrouding darkness with nothing but the
sound of dripping water and echoing voices to break that heavy, almost humming silence. This place was
like some graveyard and he honestly did not like it. It was meant to stay buried and he wished to God it
had."...

2."... You know there’s something out there same as I do. We all feel it out there, we just can’t see it. But it’s
there and you all goddamn well know it. Something’s out there. Something’s watching us. And whatever in
the f*ck it is, we’re trapped down here with it—”

3. “It touched me,” Maki said. “Whatever’s down here, Boyd, it touched the back of my neck.”
“Okay.”
“It’s got fingers.”
“Maki—”
“They feel like sticks…like pencils.”
Boyd just waited, saying nothing... "

When you are picking up a book by Tim Curran well I would say you are doing the right thing, because Tim
Curran very hardly disappointed me. What I want to say whenever I in the past picked up a story book by
this author I thoroughly enjoyed them at least most of them; and this one was not dissatisfied to read at all...

From the first page or say from the beginning this novella caught me in good rhythm on reading. You just
couldn't tell what gonna happen now or later until you are on that page and reading that. It contains every
material that a horror novel should have. It did gives me chill, I even was feeling scared in some point while
reading some single chapter. I just couldn't shake off my feelings like something would gonna happen or not.
It was really exciting to read...

Boyd was working on a underground Hobert Mine. Already having a wife and he was going to be a father
soon and for that exact reason he just couldn't help but needed that job to fed his family. He had to work in
that mine into darkness of tunnels. He alongside with others had to drift down in level #8, which was
considered the lowest level of the mine. But! Of course with this mines Boyd had family history but what he
experienced in their in that deep hole from nowhere was beyond anything. Until you have it face to face you
just couldn't shake off the fear that formed deeply in your mind...



Bill says

Horror time. And it's looking more and more that Tim Curran has become my new can't miss go-to guy.
Dead Sea was the only book I had read by him previously, and even though it's been two years since I read it,
there is still a scene from that book that still wriggles around in my brain from time to time. Given all the
suspense and horror that I've consumed over the decades, I'd come to the acceptance that I'd seen and read
everything, but this guy was still able to freak me out.
The other day I visited his website and on his bio page I was delighted to see covers of classic horror comics
from the 70s, Tales from the Crypt, Horror Tales, etc. That smattering of covers could have been taken from
my 14 year old self's bedroom closet floor. I felt an instant kinship to the man.

Even before checking out his site I knew that The Underdwelling was going to be my next read of his, based
on a friend's review. Much to my chagrin, I couldn't find it on Amazon for my Kindle. So I sent him an email
and he quickly replied that this had been repackaged in a 3 novella collection, Blood, Bones and Bullets. So
as a bonus, I now have Puppet Graveyard and Fear Me to read as well.

Which will be soon, because once again Curran has delivered the goods with The Underdwelling. Curran has
that talent of creating atmosphere, and here he puts reader through the claustrophobic confines of ore mines
over 2000 feet into the earth. The danger and dread are palpable.
This is about 85 pages of story (novellas are the perfect vehicle for effective horror, I think), so it is quick to
get through and yet the anticipation of realized dread still takes its time to grow.
Yes, I was gleefully unnerved.

Tim's now two for two with 5-star reviews from me.

Ms. Nikki says

2.5 Stars
The first 30% was info about mining and being in the mines. Boyd, is a newbie who is taking his first trip
down to clean up ore and dig a new hole. He has a feeling something is not right, but he needs this job
because he has a baby on the way. Plus, he doesn't want to look like a wuss in front of the other miners who
are constantly ribbing each other. The build-up is not as intense as I would have expected from Curran. A
new area is found and the guys go off to explore and discover that they are not alone. The ending had a
different kind of twist. Just an 'Alright to Good' read for me. Nothing Special~

Emily Crow says

I toured a disused copper mine while visiting my parents in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan, and while I'm
not afraid of the dark or being underground (I love caves!), I have to admit, it was a little creepy. So a horror
story set in a mine (and a UP mine at that)? Definitely something I want to read! This was a pretty good
novella, well written and including lots of geology talk (which is a good thing because I was about to be a
big nerd and argue with the book how you won't find limestone in a UP mine because of glaciers, when the
characters immediately went on to explain that this was an anomaly and my inner nerd had to simmer back
down again), which I liked. (view spoiler) On the negative side, the character development was just cursory,
probably due to the book's short length, and the ending was a bit underwhelming. Overall, a decent read, and



I will definitely check out other titles by this author.

Anthony Vacca says

Though the first two acts of The Underdwelling will feel familiar to fans of the genre (an unexpected
discovery in a mine; a first day on the job that goes poorly; male characters taking turns being tough; and
then the obligatory accident, followed by isolation and a quick escalation of terror), Curran rewards the
reader with a grisly finale that manages to be both horrific and oddly sweet. Another well-executed tale from
Curran, one of the better authors currently in the chills and thrills biz.

Chris says

Just a thought. If you are a mile under the surface of the earth in a cavern that hasn't been opened since
before the dinosaurs and you shine your flashlight and something stares right back at you---that is MOST
DEFINITELY NOT a good thing.

My first book by Tim Curran. He has several big pluses going for him. Great creation of atmosphere. I could
really picture the dank cave a mile under the ground and the 5 scared miners listening for any unexplained
noises and jumping at shadows. Curran took his time to let the creepiness sink in and it paid off. The monster
was NASTY. And from there it actually got better. I did not see this ending coming at all. Extra points for a
great, creative, and completely unexpected ending. (4.5 stars)

Tressa says

After reading Clive Barker's Hellbound Heart quicker than I thought I would, I needed something to read
quick, and found Underdwelling on my Kindle. I read and loved Tim Curran's Dead Sea, but was
underwhelmed by his Devil Next Door, but I thought I'd give The Underdwelling a try; I'm glad I did.

The Underdwelling is about a guy named Boyd's first day on his mining job. When his partner, Maki, almost
falls into a deep hole that looks like it's man made, they and three other miners climb down to check it out.
What they find is a cavernous, primordial dwelling. To describe just the scenery would be giving too much
away, but soon they realize they're not alone, when whatever dwells there is not a stupid beast but...well,
read it to find out. I loved the ending!

Paul Nelson says

The Underdwelling is somewhat slow to build the tension, it’s not till 50% in that things start to go awry for
a group of miners who discover a mammoth underground cavern. The author captures the camaraderie of the
miners perfectly, my grandfather was a miner for 45 years and the claustrophobic atmosphere breeds some



immense characters, with a rough sense of humour. These are guys that in some cases spend their entire
working lives underground, brings a closeness that you rarely see anywhere else and in the event of an
accident, will work till they drop to rescue a college.

As quick as they find the age old cavern, a collapsed tunnel leaves them unable to get out, time’s running
out, their lights are dwindling but even more terrifying is the thing they've awakened, it can be heard but not
yet seen, the tension and pace ratchet up significantly to a cringe worthy yet convincing ending.
Recommended.

Bandit says

Discovering new authors is always excitement mixed with trepidation. But I've heard so many good things
about Tim Curran and wow, did he lived up to his accolades. This novella was what horror ought to be.
Original, well written, with strong well developed characters, staggeringly vivid descriptions, tight can't put
down pacing and, above all, absolutely freaking terrifying. Seriously, this book might induce claustrophobia
in most mellow fine with tight spaces kind of person. For those already claustrophobic, this will justify your
fears. Personally, I always found caves, mines, spelunking and such to be very scary, but in Curran's capable
hands, the horrors of the subterranean take on a whole new meaning. And as far as disturbing the past...when
have that ever played out well? Scary, smart (loved the prehistoric angle), terrifically executed, this novella
is genre's best and a must for any horror fan. If this story is any indication, Curran is a major talent. Thanks
to Charlene for making the introductions. Awesome read. Highly recommended.


