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From Reader Review Eve for online ebook

Merphy Napier says

Zero stars.

My plan was to give this book somewhere around 2 or 2.5 stars because it was cliché, unoriginal, riddled
with plot conveniences, and sloppy. I just wasn't enjoying it at all. Then I got about 3/4 of the way through
when the main character was raped and the rape was blamed on her. And it never got rectified.

I'll keep from using names in case you plan to read this book (which I don't recommend - there wasn't a
single good element in this story):

Rapist: "She wanted me. Not you -  me "

Love Interest (after wrestling this guy off of her): (love interest) turned toward me, his face wrought with
confusion. "Is that true?"

Main Character: My hands trembled violently and tears streamed down my face. What (rapist) had done was
wrong, And yet... I had sat beside him on the piano, playing for him. I had allowed his shoulder to press
close as he spoke of his family. I had let his hand squeeze mine. Had I given him some unspoken invitation?
Had my kindness seemed like something more? "I don't know," I said, covering my mouth with my hand.

Then the love interest yells a little and runs off into the woods to pout and we get to read pages and pages of
her dreaming of him, pining after him, and wishing she could just explain herself and explain that, in fact,
she hadn't wanted to be raped.

Then, when the love interest finally (and predictably) finds her and everything is made okay again, I simply
couldn't find it in me to care. At all. Because if my husband ever had to pull a man off of me, that man would
be dead before he ever had a chance to blame me. And if the rapist did try to blame me, there is no way my
husband would even consider that anything like that could ever have been my fault. And frankly, none of
that was ever fixed in the book. Everyone just moved on.

This book wasn't good, it was getting a low rating from me anyway. But that whole situation deserved a rant.
You should know what you're getting into - I don't recommend this book to anyone.

Ione Butterfly says

I liked this book. This was the first dystopian book that I've read. I can not say that is the best dystopian
series, but is based on an intersting idea about a sensitive girl who chooses to run to save her life. Is an easy
and enjoyable reading.

* * *
After reading this book in the autumn of 2016 I realised that the world building was quite poorly done and
Eve isn't exactly a kick ass heroine, is more the classical dystopian heroine which realise her world is full of
lies, but in the first two books she's pretty enjoyable as a main character. If i compare the Eve from the first



book in this series with Lena from the book one ((Delirium series) I must confess that i enjoyed her more
than Lena Halloway.

P.S I liked Lena in Pandemonium and Requiem, more than i liked Eve in the last two books, anyways i think
Eve and Lena are pretty similar to each other, even if Lena becomes more badass in the last two books.

Katya says

 The Short Guide of World Domination

 (Purely theoretical, of course)

 Step One : Find a nation that is ravaged by war, famine, a plague, or, ideally, all three at once. The more
desolate, the more desperate people will be, and no-one will question your authority when you come
promising peace.

 Step Two : Stand by your promises, at least for the beginning. Always make people love you, because that
way they will be less likely to follow some young philosopher who sees through your shit and tries to lead a
revolution.

 Step Three : If you want to restore the economy and repopulate the country, do not segregate the two sexes.
Economise. Do not waste precious resources teaching girls music and art and history and extreme feminist
teachings if you'll strap them down to a table and make them give you babies as soon as they turn eighteen.
This creates anger and unrest, not to mention that you will be forced to kill them at some point. Focus on
brainwashing them. Select the most intelligent and ambitious ones to serve on your team, and make sure
they're sleazy enough to sell out the ones weaker than them, but too cowardly to lead a revolution.

 Step Four  : MAKE THEM LOVE YOU! That means you should wait for at least twenty or so years before
even attempting to create a privileged caste. Not only you will, by then, have enough resources to squander
on ski slopes and pools in the desert, but the people will be brainwashed enough to believe you are doing it
for their own good.

 Step Five  : And for goodness' sake, when you want some booty, don't send the whole army to catch you
one. Bad form, man!

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

Alright, so maybe I should attempt to write a review and not something for sitz and giggles. I feel kinda bad -
since I avoided requesting The Goddess Test specifically because it was snark bait - and then I requested
this, but... damn! I wished and wished that my caustic expectations would not be justified. And it starts with
a Margaret Atwood quote, on top of all!

There's a lot of quotes in this book, and talk of other books, and then some more books. I think it's to show us
what a great reader our heroine is and how skewered her perceptions of the world are. At first I sympathized



with her. Then I started to get annoyed.

Eve is valedictorian of her class and is looking forward to learning to be a muralist... in a post-apocalyptic
world. Where just 12 years ago a plague wiped out 98% of the population. Yeah...

I suppose it's too late to articulate it like this, but this book just didn't do it for me. Even if we disregard the
worldbuilding flaws (which I've only become more aware of since Moorchild's review of Wither), Eve
simply isn't that strong of a book, and I think the main reason is the genre it was bumped in. Rather, the
expectations of that genre.

YA dystopian is not expected to be really dark and gritty. Sure, there are bloody battles, but when it comes
down to the nitty gritty of it, authors really shy away from revealing true darkness. Take Eve, for example -
she ends up in an all-boys camp, yet there is only one attempt at rape (even if those guys are in their teen
years and are expected to have raging hormones). She managed to get to the end of the book with her virtue
intact, even if she does fall in love with a guy. Why? Old world values shouldn't matter in the wild. If there is
anything post-apocalyptic fiction has taught us, it is that when facing death, people generally drop pretenses
because they can't afford them.

Eve is never certain about her motivation, nor is she particularly intelligent. Maybe at the beginning of the
book I could have bought it, since she was raised to be useless in the wild, but she spends a lot of time in a
camp with a bunch of guys and the most useful thing she learns there is to swim. Instead of upping up her
survivor skills, learning to light a fire and camp and hunt and cook, she spends her time teaching the
obligatory cutesy-pie child figures to read.

Gag. Me.

If you want to write dystopian, then write dystopian. Don't chicken out of the dark stuff just because teens
are supposed to be such fragile children.

I'm sure that this book will become a bestseller. Really, I do. It has all the markings of it. There are even
some really nice moments. But in terms of realistic characters, I really couldn't suspend my disbelief. Maybe
the whole genre of YA dystopian should just disappear. After all, putting YA in front of something almost
always guarantees that it'll be a dilluted mess.

Note: A copy of this book wa provided by the publishers via Net Galley.

Carol (StarAngel's Reviews) Allen says

For being a young adult book, I really enjoyed this story. Yes, there were times that I wanted to slug Eve for
the stupid decisions she made but I tried to give her the benefit of the doubt because of how innocent and
naive she was raised....but....come on....some things were just unforgivable.

I got on this genre by spending my whole weekend watching The 100 episodes from the beginning and just
had to read more stories like it.

Am I going to read the next book in this series? I'm not sure yet...I did start it but Eve started getting on my
nerves again and my heart broke in the very beginning with something that happened...so I'm putting it on



hold for now.

Isamlq says

2.5/5

There's potential here, but what comes to mind right now is Handmaid's Tale, even Wither. Except Eve is a
pale version of those. Where all three possess elements of a society being rebuilt on the backs of unwanted,
Eve lacks the deeper emotions and awareness that Handmaid's has; it also lacks the seamless, lush writing
that Wither possesses. That said, Eve isn't a bad story despite some of the clumsy dialogue and
sudden/abrupt shifts because right now it feels like to ended too soon.

Eve's story starts where most stories like these do: a girl relatively happy (and ignorant) with how things are.
But that's quick to change because after seeing how things are going to be, she runs... and finds herself in a
place where she does not know what to do, with a vague goal of getting somewhere else.

And I think this is where my problems with Eve start. Everything is so vague. Her world, her history is bare,
I knew little of it and what little that is known is still too bare (for my liking.) That after a plague destroyed
nearly everything, rebuilding was done mainly through those orphaned. That while girls were broodmares,
boys labored. That while they toiled, a new City was built, protected by soldiers of a New America. Of
course there were those too old or too opposed, but we got little exposure of them. In the end? I simply
wanted to see more than Caleb and Eve's love develop (which did develop. And I'm not saying that this
development was a bad thing becasue, at least there was something tackled beyond a glance.)

World building is thin. Like Eve, we no little of what was and know even less about what is. Character
development also leaves a lot desired. Both these could have been tackled a bit more. The parts that are
absolutely clear is that there's a girl on the run with a boy who knows a bit more than she does. Their
companionship goes to the next stage. A lot of chasing and an ending that's not happy but designed to push
through to the sequel. As I said, while Eve is far from perfect, there's potential here, so much so that I'm
likely to read the rest.

*Thanks NetGalley!

Megan says

Never, ever , ever put a review from Lauren Kate on the front cover of your book.

Ever.

'cause I'm pretty sure she would find looking at a wall a fabulous, fast paced , gripping event. And if not?
then she could always go write an actual book worth reading.

Despite your stupid mistake Anna Carey, I will give your book a try. Maybe I will actually like it, I mean the
idea is obviously there.



But to be honest?

Anything Lauren Kate finds good, I will probably end up wanting to throw it in fire among where all her
fallen books have began to rest.

- yeah, I really hate that ladies wiring.

Reynje says

Instant Dystopia: Now With 50% Less Logic!

Start with your randomly selected future date at room temperature. Add an ambiguous Plague (capitalised is
best). Stir briefly to create a drastic population reduction, thereby ensuring wombs are a hot commodity in
your new society. Heavily indoctrinate your characters to keep them in line and create exploitative scenarios,
especially for teenagers. Insert an Improbable and Unexplained System of Government.

Got Plausibility Problems? Just add Romance! (Instant or QuickLuv is recommended). Sprinkle with
Yearning Gazes, Electrifying Touches and Heaving Breaths to taste. Season liberally with Tension, or better
yet, add Love Triangle and bring to the boil.

Insert Cliffhanger.

Huzzah! You have an Instant Dystopia! Plate up with a pretty cover (Shiny Locks and Flowing Dress
optional). Serve while this trend is still hot!
~

Oh, Eve. Where do I start?

Despite a promising, albeit somewhat unoriginal, premise – it all went horribly wrong for me when Eve
climbed aboard the Trope Train and didn’t know when to get off. Rushing straight past the stops of
“frighteningly plausible” and “sound world building”, Eve charges down the well-travelled tracks of tru luv,
flimsy backstory and convenient yet improbable scenarios. Throw in a thoroughly unsympathetic heroine
and a head-desk inducing cliffhanger, and the resultant wreck claimed a few rating stars as casualties, along
with my interest in reading the sequel.

One of the major issues I had with this book (I’ll get to the biggest in a minute) was the version of a
“dystopian” world Carey presents. The scaffolding holding this world up was simply too rickety to stand up
under questioning. We’re presented with an unexplained plague that has almost depleted the population, and
a rigid system of schools and labour camps funnelling the remaining youth into sinister service to the “King
of the New America”. Which for girls means, you guessed it, forced breeding. (Is it just me, or is this “girl’s
value is in their baby producing ability” topic coming up a lot lately?)

Very little is provided in the way of explanation to flesh out this bleak vision of the future. I was distracted
by this thinness of the world building throughout, struggling to visualise and accept the set up at face value.



(And an immature inclination to chortle at the mention of the “King”.)

But the crux of my disengagement from Eve was Eve herself. I cannot recall a recent YA heroine that I have
more vehemently disliked than this girl, who spends the entire book lurching from selfish decision to selfish
decision. This in itself was perplexing to me. Although she was raised in a cloistered school with no contact
with the outside world, and is actively educated in the “evils” of men and love, Eve purportedly has close
friends of several years, and ample opportunity build meaningful relationships with her peers.

Despite this, Eve seems to have little compulsion to act in a compassionate or thoughtful manner, instead
being so absorbed in herself that she causes harm to those around her. Further, Eve’s drastic flip-flop from
fear of being raped to being basically affronted that she was not her rescuer’s “type”, was infuriating, not to
mention ridiculous.

Granted, Eve has no understanding of how to survive in the wild, due to the closeted world she has been
raised in. However, Eve’s continued abandonment, ignorance and outright endangerment of those around her
boggled my mind. She leaves a trail of destruction in her wake as she stumbles through this story, and I
simply couldn’t find it in myself to sympathise with her. On the contrary, I was frustrated, annoyed and
entirely uninterested in her pity-parties. By the time she actually took pause to reflect on exactly what kind of
havoc she had wreaked, I was so disconnected from her as a character that it was a struggle to muster any
interest in her self-analysis.

Conversely, Eve’s former schoolmate and fellow escapee, Arden, was a girl I warmed to. Although initially
cast as the suspicious outsider/mean girl, she was straight-talking, tough and intelligent, and frequently had
scenes that made me want slap her a high-five.

The romance aspect of this story fell equally flat for me. Commencing when Caleb rescues Eve from an
imminent bear attack, the two inevitably exchange meaningful gazes and heart-pounding touches. While I
didn’t dislike Caleb as a character, and the life he and the other orphaned boys lived was somewhat
intriguing, there was too much here that felt contrived and implausible. Not the least of this was the ease with
which Eve assimilates into their world. Years of propaganda, fear and manipulation by her Teachers are
swept away in mere days. Half-wild boys comport themselves, for the most part, like mild mannered school
boys. And naturally, Eve falls in “love” with her dreadlocked, “ball song” singing saviour.

I can’t even write about Leif here, and the situation that unfolds during the raid, because I’m afraid I’ll punch
my computer.

Below is a visual representation of my like or dislike of the main characters, relative to some of the major
events. (Within a spoiler due to the naming of plot points):

(view spoiler)

On the positive side, Carey’s writing is fluid and holds attention, and she changes up the scenery and events
regularly enough to keep the story well paced. It’s a fairly swift read, with a plot that keeps turning
consistently.

Yet, just when I was beginning to soften, beginning to feel some interest in what would become of the
characters and feel an investment in their goal: the ending. Although it is rather in keeping with the way Eve
has behaved throughout the entire preceding story, it still seemed illogical and out of place to me. Frankly, it
felt like the entire slog through Eve’s story was met with a slap in the face, and a cheap ploy to generate



investment in the sequel.

However, I’m sincere when I say that I hope the continuation of this trilogy gets stronger. I certainly hope
more of the world is explained and detailed. I hope some of the minor characters play a larger role, as there is
real potential for their stories to be interesting.

That said, the bear is still my favourite character. High five, Bear!

Nafiza says

You see, the trouble with the recent spate of dystopian novels (in the YA genre) is that after the initial two or
three, they all start to blur into one another. Here's some advice for other budding writers out there from a
voracious reader: If you are going to attempt to tell a story that is very similar to one that has already been
told (and told spectacularly) either try to do something entirely different with the subject or better yet, write
something entirely different. This is the problem I had with Wither and it's the same problem I have with
Eve. You see, The Handmaid's Tale by Margaret Atwood has already told the story of women being stripped
of humanity and treated as wombs on two legs. And it has told that story in such a way that it will make the
reader, especially the female ones, very, very aware of what could happen were their hard won freedom
taken away. We are talking about a total loss of personal freedom here, people. Anyway, let's move on to
Eve.

A trilogy is a story that is told in three books, yes, but all three books contain three separate stories. Each
installment in the trilogy serves to narrate the complex threads of the plot and move the plot forward but
EACH BOOK HAS A COMPLETE STORY. Eve reads like one third of a story. So one third of a book. One
third of a book in a trilogy. Nothing happens in it. Nothing of any meaning. Nothing. Absolutely nothing.
Nothing.

It drove me slightly batty. In case you can't tell.

This is not to suggest there are no good parts. There are. Definitely. I liked the budding friendship between
Eve and her arch-nemesis; fight for survival tends to make people into friends. And the writing flows well
enough. The world building is on the right track and the logic is actually sound. There's no sense of facts
being cobbled together to force a story as in Wither. It's just that the characterization suffers. I mean, Eve is
certainly not offensive. Nope. Unless stupidity is an offense. In which case, she might get life imprisonment.
Her actions towards the end are just so...stupid. Honestly. I couldn't believe that she does what she did. And
she got over the dire consequences of her actions so easily that it boggled my mind. That was not a good
move on the author's part. I don't think so. The main character is not supposed to evoke eye rolling from the
reader.

The romance seems forced. For a girl who has been told all her life that love and romance are evil and bad
for you and men are of the same ilk as monsters, Eve gets over it really quickly. Even the expected conflict
between the two are forced. It's just a bit "what?" with a large dose of "huh" thrown in for good measure.

I don't know, guys. Three quarters of the book seemed readable and then bam! It didn't. So. Yeah. Make up



your own mind. (Or, you know, you could read The Handmaid's Tale.)

Sandra says

 Re-read from 26th-29th Nov 2013

“You can love anyone. Love is just caring about someone very deeply. Feeling like that person matters
to you, like your whole world would be sadder without them in it.”

 GENRE: YA/DYSTOPIAN/ROMANCE (with bits of action)

WHERE DO YOU GO WHEN NOWHERE IS SAFE?

Eve is set in the year 2032, 16 years after a deadly virus wiped out most of Earth's population. Males and
females have been saparated ever since.

“Sometimes it seems like all the things I need to know, I don’t. And all the things I do know are
completely wrong.”

At the school were Eve and all the other girls lived and learned, they were taught that men can not be trusted.
Men will manipulate them. Lie to them, and hurt them. Men are the enemy of every girl in New America.
But everything they learned was a lie...

Eve, a 16 year old, innocent girl, finds out the brutal truth hidden from everyone. She knows one thing...if
she stays she will be doomed to an eternity of pain, sorrow and helplessness. There is not other option but to
run away beyond the wall that used to be her safe haven from all the dangers out there. Now, she is alone,
scared, hungry.

Then she meets Caleb....

Caleb is a rough, rebellious boy living in the wild. Separated from men her whole life, Eve automatically
doesn't trust him. But soon, Caleb wins over her trust...and eventually her heart. He promises he will protect
her, but soldiers are looking for Eve.



And to be in love in a world like this one, is to be already cursed.
Sacrifices and choices have to be made...true love...or her life?

I have first read Eve in Jan 2012, and LOVED it to the very last page.
But it's been a long time since then, and obviously my tastes in books have changed quite a lot as i haven't
really enjoyed Eve this time.
I re-read Eve because i want to re-read Once (2nd book) so i can finally read the last one and be done with
the whole trilogy.

I wonder how that's gonna work out for me.

 Characters

 Eve
Reading through my old review, i am surprised that i actually wrote i 'loved' her, because it was far from
what i felt now.
I could not connect with Eve and i didn't like her. Wouldn't say i hated her either though.
To me, she was too girly, and too...dependent on someone else.
She couldn't do anything useful, like defend her own ass and look after herself. Everybody else had to do that
for her and it got on my nerves, as many characters that i actually liked died or got hurt protecting her.

 Caleb
I didn't necessarily 'like' him too. He was..OK. To be honest, it felt WEIRD reading about him, and how
weird is THAT?
He definitely did not make me swoon..or drool for that matter.
But i liked how...ermm...thoughtful and 'nice' he was to others. Caleb was very helpful.

“A relationship between two people can be judged by the list of things unspoken between them.”

 The relationship between Eve and Caleb  was perhaps the worse thing of the whole book. I felt no
connection, chemistry or anything whats so ever between those two. The romance felt shallow and forced. If
you're not going to take time to develop the relationship between characters step-by-step, realistically then
don't even bother...like, seriously just don't.

Eve is a very emotionally action-packed book that i think many readers would enjoy, especially dystopian
fans.
I am a sucker for action scenes and, like, running away from people plotlines, and this one had a lot of those



that were actually amazing at times. But the problem was, for some reason i couldn't get into it? Maybe it
was because of the style of writing (which i'm not really a big fan of).

The world building was good. I give it 6/10. Not the best i have read, but decent stuff that i liked.

“Love was death’s only adversary, the only thing powerful enough to combat its clawing, desperate
grasp.

The ending was a bit like...

I still found it very sad, but i didn't cry mind you.

For those who will read this for the first time you're gonna be all like...

and some will get teared up a little...

“I loved my mother too,' I said. 'I still do. That's the thing - it never goes away, even if the person
does.”

 Overall  Eve was a good read. I liked it.
Would i recommend it to others? Sure, why not. I have a feeling people will like it more than i did, but BE
WARNED, this book might creep you out a tiny bit

Sincerely - The Critic

karen says

well, this is very telling.

i came over here to write the review for this book, and realized i couldn't find my copy of it. "no worries," i
thought, "i will just write the review from my recollections of the text without using any quotes or
anything..."

crickets.



it's not that i don't have any memories of it - i do: innocence, arden, breeding, bear, radio, wild boys,
freckles, pantry, bridge, love.

there. that's a review, right?

the book is fine, it just suffers from being ONE MORE in an already crazy-long line of books just like it. and
i think this is the kind of book elizabeth was talking about the other day when she said YA exhausts her
because she is tired of reading another cheesy teen love story, just with different scenery. or something. she
said it better - i forget where. i just went looking for it, and ended up getting distracted by new reviews and
comments and then remembered - oh, yeah, i am supposed to be writing a book review.

so you see how into writing this review i am.

i thought it started out fine. (the book, not the review - that was a disaster from the get-go) i liked the premise
even though i don't totally buy the character: so eve has been sheltered in her girl-coccoon, friend to all,
golden child, star pupil, ace reporter, and then just out of the clear blue sky, because some teen rebel tells her
something shocking, yes, but something that goes against everything eve "knows," she's just gonna break one
of the most fundamental rules and go stumbling across the water even though she can't even swim, putting
herself in danger just on the strength of a quick convo with a chick she doesn't even like? it just seems like
someone indoctrinated into that world would be less investigative, you know?

but i guess that is part of what makes eve SPECIAL!
but she's not. not really. i personally am tired of selfishness being passed off as naïveté. eve is not a heroine.
she is the main protagonist, but she has no honor. so many people come to bad ends because of her actions,
and she is just swanning through the wreckage, unscathed, in her revealing clothing cooing, "what are these
boys and why are they all looking at me??"

backtrack. eve has been raised in an all-girl environment, been told that men are all horrible rapists and that
once she gets her shiny education, she will go to the golden land and live a life of academic bliss and
personal happiness. but that's a lie, and after all the intensive schooling, all these girls are just going to be
strapped to a bed and forced to make baby after baby for the brave new world.

wait - so why are they trained so well? it's not as though these girls are going to be raising their babies and
passing along this education, so no one is going to benefit from this schooling at all. seems a waste of time
and resources.

so whatever - eve escapes, leaving behind her closest friends, not warning them that they are about to
become baby-machines, hot on the heels of teen rebel arden who told her the truth in the first place. of course
they are going to somehow meet up in the great wide world. and of course there are going to be boys.

so eve gets rescued from a bear (oooooh, cuddly!!) by a dreadlocked boy on a stallion, and he takes her back
to his little lost boys enclave, where the younger boys crouch at her feet and learn how to read, and the older
boys stifle their lust, with varying degrees of success.

because this is a YA novel, we will not be picky about the realty of this situation. dirty boys, living in the
wilderness, with no former dealings with women are probably not going to be standing on ceremony here. i
think it would have gotten uglier in a real-world situation.

but not here. here it is a relatively safe place where only one boy loses his self control and another boy gets



to experience troo love.

and eve gets to ruin a few more lives.

later, she will do something else stupid (FOR LOOOOVE) and ruin a few more. irrevocably.

and we aren't going to talk about how adaptable eve seems to be, from being told for 18 years that all men
are bad to only showing a little bit of initial fear that is pretty quickly sloughed off as she takes charge and
falls into insta-love.

but she has to keep running, because the king wants to put his own personal baby in her because she is the
most beautiful and the most dumb.

and the ending. oh, dear. it is the most abrupt ending in the history of books. i am going to avoid spoilers but
it's like. "oh, wait, what?? really?? but i love you. oh, okay, whatever. see ya"

end book.

i know i kind of trashed the book here, but it is not the worst thing i have read. i was interested enough to
keep reading, and the concept was good, if some of the world-building elements were far-fetched and
counterintuitive. but it is fun and quick, and who needs plausibility, right?

Terri ♥ (aka Mrs. Christian Grey) says

Quick review

Cover: Interesting
 Rating  PG
 Thumbs Up 3.5
Overall: Frustrating.
Characters: Well written
Plot: Certainly interesting
Page Turner: Kind of
 Series Cont.? Maybe
 Recommend  Maybe
Book Boyfriend: Caleb

SUMMARY (50 words or less)

Eve's story was different and compelling. Even though there were trouble points in the story/writing at times,
I find myself interested enough to read more. My heart wrenched at the end and I have to say, Eve wasn't my
favorite person at that point.

To see my full review and pic, check out my blog post below.

http://mybookboyfriend.blogspot.com/2...



Audio Review

Tavia Gilbert is better known to me as the narrator of the Night Huntress series. And she didn’t disappoint in
this series. In fact I think she helped keep me interested. Her voices were spot on how I would expect to hear
them. Again, I was able to discern all the characters. Great job.

Jo says

”He was a strange breed of man, part wild. Not the sophisticated kind who graced the pages of The Great
Gatsby. Nor did he seem like the violent man I’d encountered on my first day in the wild. He had saved me,
at least. I could only hope that it wasn’t for some nefarious purpose.”

High Points.
The idea…. I know people will be like ‘B-b-but it’s exactly the same as The Handmaid’s Tale’… but I’ve
never read it sooo… I think Ms Carey did a great job at setting up this idea and it was incredibly creepy.
Arden. Caleb post-Eve. Ruby & Pip. Lief post-Eve.

Low Points.
Eve.
This book would have been awesome if Eve had just called in sick.
The representation of men. If you have a penis in this book you have to either be a leery sexual predator or a
boy who goes all gooey when there is a girl in your vicinity. MAKE YOUR CHOICE, BOYS.
Insta-love. Can you buy this in a can? I think it is only acceptable (ish) for authors to make their characters
fall in love so quickly in stand-alone novels. If you know that your book is going to be a series… let it
simmer for a bit. You’ll make your readers go mental.
When they get together in like the fourth chapter, the mystery is gone and, unfortunately, so is my interest.
I really hope this is one of those series that gets better, because this book does have potential but these
creases need to be ironed out.

Heroine.
I have a lot in common with Mary Sue Eve: she’s beautiful, she’s intelligent, she’s irresistible to boys and
she’s innocent and thinks that when a boy refers to his *whispers* balls he means the balls on his foot. (I still
don’t get that joke. Sigh.)
She’s also a complete and utter Annoying Female Protagonist. (AFP)
I don’t want to be too cruel because it’s not entirely her fault. She’s had it pretty rough. She’s had to grow up
without a mother in an all-girls school and a PLAGUE has killed everyone else, so her naivety and
nervousness when it comes to the male species is understandable.
Because all girls who go to an all-girls school get jumpy and skittish when people of the male disposition are
nearby. I mean, when I went to sixth form and a boy sat down next to me I stabbed him in the thigh with my
fountain pen because his foot touched mine.
She’s never even seen a boy, so you can imagine what she’s like when Caleb and his glistening muscles and
his whip (not joking) rides into her life (literally, on a stallion) after saving her from a bear (Yeah.. that
happens).
It doesn’t help that she also had to attend "Dangers of Boys and Men" seminars (Um, yeah… that happens
too.)
So I can let her off in that respect, albeit a little reluctantly. Because she has an excuse.



What she doesn’t have an excuse for is sashaying around Neverland the underground hovel in her skimpy
clothes and wondering why the boys (who have never seen a girl either) are ogling at her goodies and then
getting her kecks in a twist about it. Woman, just put a fleece on or something.
And neither does she have an excuse for going on about how amazing her best friends are/were. Um, well…
if they’re so fun and amazing and always there for you even if you are annoying, then why did you leave
them to get Atwood-ed?! Eh?
Also, you’re a reet Moaning Minnie.
But other than that…..

Best Friend.
I feel really sorry for Eve’s friends. They seem really sweet, funny and very patient with Eve’s AFP ways.
One of them also sings my second favourite Beatles song in the shower. So that’s also fine.
But yeah… I’m hoping Pip and Ruby get more air time in the other books because they were great and
grossly under-used. I also am hankering for a show-down between them where they just beat Eve with a stick
for leaving them high and dry and getting distracted by abs instead of helping them.
Also, major love for Arden. She is rebellious and prickly and has a personality and cut her hair short because
she doesn’t care what people think of her.
I also thought that she was going to be the obstacle between Eve and Caleb’s undying love because she
perved at him when she first saw him. And I got all excited because it’s far more likely for two girls to fight
over a boy than two boys over a girl. And I thought “Wow, that’s different and exciting and unique”.
But before I could say “CATFIGHT!!” it was made clear that Caleb only has eyes for Eve. So that was the
end of that.

Love Interest.
It’s difficult to not to swoon over a boy like Caleb. He’s ripped as anything, he walks around topless, he has
edgy and unique hair, he’s sweet, he doesn’t gawk at Eve’s boobs and he’s a bit feral. Perfect guy, right?
Well.
You know when someone tells you not to think of something and all you can do is think of that thing?
This is how I pictured Caleb.

Now, don’t get me wrong. I love Rufio as much as the next girl and what happens to him always shocks me
because I have selective memory with things like that and I pretend it doesn’t happen.
But bringer of the swoon he is not.
Caleb has potential to develop into a BotS in future books… if he drops the ball and chain…. Off a cliff.
Also, unlike Eve, whose too polite and in love with you and describes your smell as ‘earthy’ and ‘smokey’
and ‘charcoaly’, I am not polite and in love with you so I substituted these pleasant adjective with my own
phrase - "gross boy smell".
Which is more likely because you’ve been living underground with other smelly boys for years.
Also, it made these descriptions HILARIOUS.

“His gaze traced the lines of my mouth, his eyes finally settling on mine. His breath filled my
ears and I smelled the charcoal gross boy smell again as I leaned closer.”

See?



Baddie.
Hmm… I’m reluctant to put Lief in this category because I’m guessing he’s going to swagger into the above
category as the series continues. But yeah, he’s a massive douchebag and he can’t control his animal urges
but he also has issues and a sensitive side.
And he’s totally smokin’.
Also we have the King. But we didn’t find much about him, except that he must have Eve.
And then we have THE PLAGUE. But unless I missed the part that explains anything about what this
PLAGUE is or why it killed 98% of the world’s population… we’re going to have to wait for book two to
find out about this.
I’m still holding out for the 98% of the world’s population to suddenly re-animate and eat everyone. And
when I say everyone… I mostly mean Eve, because I was fond of all the other characters.

Theme Tune.

Dear Eve,
This song is for you,
Best Wishes,
Everybody in New America.

Also, this song is for Caleb to serenade Eve with when she realises she actually does fancy the hottie with the
frisky hands in future books.
This song is the only instant where love triangles are fun. And I think Caleb would suit one of those chunky
knits.
But I have a feeling that those aren’t diamonds in his pocket…

Angst Level.
5/10. The reason why Eve escaped from school is really grim and terrifying to think of. But apart from that
and the occasional Handy McGrabby boy, this book is pretty tame in the angst section.
There are many pages where we get Eve whinging about the repercussions of the situations she got herself
into. And, of course, boy angst.
Because she’s stoopid.

Recommended for.
People who have hope that some series get better as they go on. People who love dystopian fiction in all its
oppressive ways. People who ever thought “You know what? I wish this story had more boys who don’t
know the meaning of ‘look don’t touch’” about Peter Pan. People who don’t read the word ‘plague’ and
automatically get excited over the prospect of potential zombies. People who think Rufio has some kind of,
allure. People who are going to have to watch Hook so they can make an informed decision.

I received a copy of this book from the publishers, it will be available to buy later this year.

You can read this review and a load more exciting stuff of my blog here.

Kelly says



Eve by Anna Carey is light on the world-building as dystopias go. It’s not one of those books that offer an
incisive commentary on some aspect of our existing culture. It’s more, “here’s a setting where things suck;
now we have a backdrop for a romance/adventure story.” That’s not inherently bad. It just makes it a fluffy
read, rather than a chilling one. Eve doesn’t possess the depth of books like Margaret Atwood’s The
Handmaid’s Tale (which Carey quotes in the front matter) or George Orwell’s 1984 or Aldous Huxley’s
Brave New World or Suzanne Collins’s The Hunger Games. Even for a just-for-fun book, though, there are
aspects of Eve’s world-building that don’t quite make sense.

The most jarring example is Eve’s education. Young orphan girls in Anna Carey’s “New America” are raised
and educated to expect one kind of future, and then after graduation, are thrust into a completely different
life than the one they were promised. This seems like an ineffective way to run an evil empire. Why do this
bait and switch, which is expensive, time-consuming, pointless, and guaranteed to foster discontent? Why
not just feed the girls propaganda about the life they’ll really have, selling it as a glorious mission?

Eve escapes the fate ordained for her at school, however, and finds herself on the lam. The rest of the novel
follows her as she travels the ruins of the western United States looking for a safe haven. She makes an
unlikely friend in a fellow runaway student, and also meets a boy and falls in love for the first time. If you’re
looking for an exciting read about a girl and a boy falling in love while running from The Man, you may
enjoy Eve.

For my part, though, I was irked. The illogic of the opening sequences got the book off to a bad start, and
then I had issues with Eve as a character. She is a Mary Sue whose unique awesomeness is frequently touted.
All the good guys love her. All the bad guys want to rape her, including the King of New America, whose
obsession with a girl he’s never met is never really explained.

We are told of Eve’s selflessness, but her selfless acts are often told briefly or pushed offscreen. The
behaviors we do see are frequently naïve (though this naiveté is understandable, to an extent) and selfish. My
overall impression of Eve is that she does boneheaded things and then walks away unscathed while other
people pay for her mistakes. If she learns a lesson, it’s the wrong lesson. At one point, she makes a mistake
late at night. In the morning, she doesn’t confess to it until the evidence is discovered. Disaster follows.
When Eve reflects on it later, she thinks, “It should’ve been the first thing I said when I awoke.” Not that she
shouldn’t have done it, not that she should have asked and possibly learned a safer way to achieve her goal,
not that she should have fessed up right after doing it — but that she should have said something earlier the
following day.

The ending doesn’t seem to make much sense either. It feels, at first, like an out-of-character contrivance to
create extra angst for book two. But on second thought, it fits pretty well with what we’ve seen of Eve so far.
(view spoiler)

Ana Mardoll says

Eve / 9780062048509

I picked up "Eve" from Amazon Vine because it was sold to me as a cross between "The Handmaid's Tale"
(which I love) and "The Hunger Games" (which I also love). That was, as we will see, a dirty lie designed by
marketers with black holes where their souls should be. And now I'm stuck having to write a review for a



book that I flung to the ground in disgust at about the halfway point. However! I am nothing if not interested
in helping potential buyers decide whether or not to spend their hard-earned money on a book, so here is my
Very Useful Summary of the first third or so -- if you like this, PRESS THAT BUY BUTTON NOW.

EVE: It's the evening before graduation, where I will present the valedictorian speech because I am the
smartest girl in the entire world! Which is not terribly hard because 98% of the population was wiped out by
a plague, but still. Also, I have no personality whatsoever besides being naive, obedient, and utterly unsuited
for a dystopian environment, and am therefore intended to be a generic blank for the reader to sink into.

ARDEN: Hi! I'm the social outcast of the school and everyone rightfully mistrusts me because I lie and cheat
and bully people! I have a personality, though, so you'll wish I was your protagonist instead of Meaningful-
Name-Eve over there. I'm going to flee the walled school because graduates aren't sent to college; they're
strapped to beds and forced to churn out babies in startlingly unsafe conditions considering how valuable
they are as baby makers.

EVE: I don't believe you because that makes no sense: why would they teach us waltz and Russian literature
if that were true? (NOTE: This really does make NO SENSE.) But despite the fact that you are an
established liar, I'm going to break out of the dormitory, nearly break my foot, nearly drown, and get my
hands torn to shreds on thorns JUST TO BE SURE. ... Oh, crap, she's right. Welp, nothing for it but to
escape -- I'll go get my best friend.

TEACHER: Halt! Oh, Eve, I see you've decided to escape. I'll help you, but there's no time to get your best
friend.

EVE: OK, if you say so.

TEACHER: I do. Oh, but go into the crowded dormitory and pack everything you own including the last
letter your mother wrote for you before she died. Wouldn't want to leave that behind.

EVE: Of course not. I have priorities. And I'll try not to trip over my sleeping best friend while I pack. [later]
Wow, it's really hard to find food and water when I've only ever been trained in waltz and Russian literature.
Oh! Arden! Can I come along with you, despite the fact that my presence will hinder you and possibly get us
both killed?

ARDEN: Sure, but I'll glower at you while the reader again wishes that I were the point-of-view character
instead of you who are so impractical you refuse to use blankets if they've had a dead person touching them.

EVE: While you hunt food for me, I'll just wander off into this Walmart. Oh! A baby bear! Baby bears are
dangerous; I know that much. But it looks like Winnie the Pooh. (NOTE: I am not making this up.) I'll just
pet him for a bit. Oh! Look at the plot twist that is so obvious a dead man would have foreseen it: an angry
bear mother. Whatever will I do?

CALEB: Hi. I'm a literal savior riding a literal horse. Sadly, though, I am not the Old Spice guy.

EVE: Er, how do you feed and shoe and nurture a horse in a dystopia?

CALEB: Look, just get on so we can escape the bear.

EVE: 'K. Don't rape me, though.



CALEB: I'm not interested.

EVE: WHAT DO YOU MEAN YOU'RE NOT INTERESTED. "The plague had killed far more females
than males. As one of the few women in The New America, especially an educated, civilized woman, I'd
always supposed I was every man's type. [...] I was intelligent, I worked hard. I was told I was beautiful. I
was Eve, the valedictorian of School." (NOTE: That is a direct quote in the context of Eve being offended at
being told by Caleb that she's "not [his] type" immediately after she's been indoctrinated her whole life -- and
been worried for the entirety of the book -- that all men are degenerate rapists.)

...and that was when I threw the book at the wall, because if Eve thinks that rape is a compliment, then she's
officially too stupid to live. (Also, I'm pretty sure the book maintains this rape-is-a-compliment theme, since
-- if I gather correctly -- the King of America will decide that Eve will be his own personal baby-maker,
come heels or high water. BECAUSE SHE IS JUST THAT SPECIAL. Obviously.)

The one good thing I can say about "Eve" is that it demonstrates how not to write a YA dystopia. Eve has no
discernible personality underneath her whiny naivete, and it occurs to me that one of the reasons why I love
Katniss Everdeen so much is because she's a distinct person -- she's not a blank for me to sink into, but an
actual character worth following in her own right. And in "The Handmaid's Tale" -- which "Eve" wants to be
so much it hurts -- Offred's gaps in her personality was part of the point; society was doing its best to strip
her self away and that was a tragedy, not something for an author to aspire to.

While I don't demand walls of text to explain world-building in my dystopias, I do require the setting to at
least make sense. The hand-wave for why a tremendous amount of resources are sunk into the girls'
education is quite ridiculous; the Latin and Russian lessons were supposed to keep them occupied so they
wouldn't become suspicious (and would make them erudite protagonists, obviously). The fact that a HUGE
number of years and resources are invested into these girls only to then keep them in unhygienic conditions
that I *guarantee* would have them dead in a few years flat cannot be chalked up to the Bad Guys being evil
and stupid; the system literally should have collapsed on itself before we even get to Eve.

And if it had, we all would have been spared a lot of bother.

NOTE: This review is based on a free Advance Review Copy of this book provided through Amazon Vine,
and which I am required to review as a participant of the program.

~ Ana Mardoll

Mada says

I’ve just finished reading Eve and it was amazing.So touching and heartbreaking.I loved it.I coudn’t put this
book down and I didn’t want it to end.I just can’t wait for the next novel.

ILoveBooks says

http://livetoread-krystal.blogspot.co...



This book begins with a sad letter from a desperate mother to her daughter, Eve. The letter is informative for
the reader, telling of a terrible plague that will soon claim the mother's life and the mother's unshakable hope
for her daughter's future. Flash forward to present day, much older, Eve; Eve is one of the brightest, prettiest,
and inquisitive girls in her "School." The School contains girls who are supposedly there for intellectual
purposes...although the knowledge they are given, especially regarding the male gender, is often far from the
truth. The School twists how the male gender is in everyday life, describing men as dangerous sex fiends
who are evil and do nothing but harm the female populace. The reader will later learn that this false
information is taught to the girls in the hopes that they will be led like sheep to the slaughter when it comes
to birthing children...they will be cowed into submission.

Eve wants more from life, she expects to be a muralist. She finds out, by accident, that the so-called
graduates from her School are held and forced into multiple pregnancies. She is lucky enough to run into a
teacher who forces her to leave the School's grounds and run towards Califia, a place that will be safe for
Eve.

Nothing ever goes as planned, Eve wanders around with no real clue as to where she should start for a few
days before running into Arden, a girl she knew from the School who had apparently ran away as well.
Arden and Eve do not particularly get along in the beginning of the novel, though their attitudes will change
when push comes to shove and they end up as friends. Arden and Eve continue on together until they run
into Caleb, a boy who Eve at first fears. He takes them back to a place filled with boys of all ages after they
discover that the King himself is searching for Eve, the reason which Eve later finds out that she was to be
his brood mare. A series of events has Eve on the run again...can she make it to Califia?

Caleb is charismatic, protective, and rugged. He becomes a very important person to Eve. Eve is brave,
inquisitive, smart, and caring. She ends up acting as a mother figure to several of the smaller boys she meets
via Caleb. Arden is a tough cookie, but even she learns the value of a friend and reciprocates. The other
secondary characters in the novel vary widely, the reader will like some and hate others.

The plot is phenomenal, a plague killing off the majority of the world's population. Dystopian novels are
becoming more and more popular, but this one stands out from the rest. The events are exciting and fast-
paced, the characters will seem very real to the reader, and the ending is a huge cliff-hanger that leads up to
the next book in this trilogy! This book is recommended to teens/young adults who enjoy dystopian novels
mixed with romance and action.

Blythe says

To say that Eve surprised me would be a massive, massive understatement. The only reason I picked up this
book to begin with was because I have an ARC of Once, Eve's sequel, sitting around, and I felt bad for



neglecting it. I had fairly low expectations before going into Eve, and quite honestly, I expected my rating at
the end to be at most two or three stars, after reading some of the negative reviews that almost assured I
would have a similar experience.

And I think it may be because of those very reviews that I had an experience almost completely opposite
with Eve. Before even opening the pages Eve, I expected a boring read with mediocre characters and horrible
world-building, as that is what most of the negative reviews led me to believe, but instead, what I got with
Eve was a disturbing and emotionally raw novel with great characters that made me cry a countless amount
of times. I found Eve to be a powerful and beautifully written little novel, and it was one that punched me in
the gut over and over and over again.

In the world of Eve, a disastrous plague has swept the entire nation and left ninety-eight of the entire
population dying. After the aftermath of the plague, and after seeing her loved ones slowly fall at the hands
of the plague, Eve is brought into the School - a housing place for young girls. At the School, the girls are
fed, taught, and treated to until they turn eighteen. However, a day before her graduation from the School,
Eve escapes to find out what really happens to the women after they graduate. Horrified by what she finds
out to be the truth, she escapes from the School in a mission to go to a place called Califia; a place where she
will be safe. But how will Eve, having been sheltered and kept from the outside world almost all her life,
know who to trust?

As I am writing this review, I am struggling to find another instance where a book has had as great of an
emotional impact on me as Eve has. In fact, upon reading the very first pages in Eve, I found myself tearing
up. This book is about love, it is about loss, it is about moving on, and, alongside that, it is about a young girl
trying to run away from her future while also escaping from a deadly plague. And it handles all of that
amazingly.

I'd once read about amputees, and how they had pains where their arms and legs used to be.
Phantom limbs, they were called. I'd always thought that was the best way to describe my
feelings about my mother. She was now just an ache for something I'd had lost.

Eve is not the smartest heroine you'll ever read about, or the strongest, and she is at times a bit selfish and
difficult to like, but I just found that to be the effects of her being sheltered and monitored and lied to her
entire life. She's at times naive, and she is imperfect, but she learns from her mistakes and she feels guilt for
her wrong decisions, seemingly miniscule and incapable of harm to her, that, unfortunately, impacted other
people's lives. Eve feels regret for those decisions she's made, and she betters herself as a person through
those wrong decisions. Or, in other words, she's human. And she's a lot more of a believable character than
half of the heroines in young adult dystopians on the market today.

As well as Eve, the secondary characters, and Eve's love interest, Caleb, were incredibly likable and
developed throughout the course of the novel. I have to say that my favorite character in Eve was Arden, and
that my favorite relationship in Eve was the one between her and Eve. The two girls are incredibly different
and not ideal friends at first, but throughout the novel they learn that they are similar in many ways, and their
relationship has one of the most interesting and well-developed dynamics I've had the pleasure to read about
this year. I only wish I could say the same for the relationship between the two central characters, Eve and
Caleb. While I definitely found Caleb to be a likable character, and Eve an at times likable character, I was
never really sold on their relationship together. It was sweet, and it wasn't insta-love, but to me it just felt like
there was no basis behind the purpose of the romance. Though I guess sometimes relationships are like that



in the real world, as well.

While the novel itself is certainly not without its flaws - the biggest one pertaining to the world-building, or
lack thereof, I found Eve to be an engaging and powerful read, set in a grisly and disturbing world that is
scarily possible, and the emotional impact it had on me is one that I am sure to remember. I am now happy
that I have that ARC of Once waiting for me, and I am eager to see what Carey has in store.

Melissa ♥ Dog/Wolf Lover ♥ Martin says

Nope.

J. says

3.5
*low whistle* WOW. There is quite a bit of ragging on this book here.
I did a naughty thing. I picked this book to read, then looked at the reviews here. And did I ever TAINT my
own mind!
So I immediately started off wanting to hate it and call it misogynistic. But guess what? I actually DIDN'T
hate it!

Okay, so it's not the Mona Lisa of YA, but really, I don't think it deserves the one and two star ratings.

Here's the biggest thing to remember about this dystopian world:
The role of women in this society is something society-created, not humanity-created.
What I mean by that is that this is a dystopia for a reason. Eve, Caleb and even Leif are all products of that
particular society.

That being said, was Eve incredibly weak and annoying at times? Yes. Was her attitude around Caleb highly
and annoying naive at times? Yes! But (and this is really true) she did everything with the best intentions.
Some of the worst things imaginable have started with the best intentions, but that is not the point here.
The point is I would judge a female character from this world acting like that harder than I judged Eve in her
world.
AND I got say I thought she manned up there at the end. In the beginning she was deathly afraid of a man
and by the end (NOT A SPOILER) she's pointing a gun at a man. AFTER all the death, etc she's seen. Come
on, that takes some gutage.

And don't get me wrong. The premise of this book is quite appalling. I wouldn't call myself a feminist by
definition, but the idea of women being a baby-factory is disgusting, demeaning, degrading and morally
wrong. So don't think my defense of Eve's character, etc is stemming from some hyper-traditional beliefs. It's
not.

But the story was well-written, there was good pacing, the characterization was good, and you know what? I
think I will be checking out the sequel!
I did feel like certain things were rushed. Like her finding out about the baby-factory life, the escape and the
relationship with Caleb (though I could argue myself on that one - being uber sheltered would lead to more



extremist feelings when they came about).

Okay. Off my soapbox now!

Steph Sinclair says

One of the first questions I ask myself when I'm reading a dystopian novel is, "Could I ever live in this
world?" I can easily answer no for Eve. I can see this book having two distinctive effects on people:
horrifying them and completely turning them off or intriguing them just enough to keep them reading. I'm
happy to say I fell in the latter category.

Eve lives in a world that has been devastated by a deadly Plague leaving countless children orphans. As a
result, the country is in disorder and the people, desperate for a solution, allowing one man to rule as king,
whose ideals for rebuilding, prey on the most innocent members of society. Girls, or sows, are sent to
Schools where they are taught men are evil and manipulative only to graduate and be forced to conceive
child after child to help populate the world. Boys, on the other hand, are sent to labor camps where they work
long hours, their innocence stolen before it even had time to begin. Eve learns these awful truths the day
before she is set to graduate and she does what anyone in her situation would do. She runs.

Things I loved

The premise of the book is a disturbing one. Connecting with the minor characters was something I didn't
expect would happen. I couldn't help but think of my own children as I read it. To think society would ever
slip that far and abuse our children...it bothers me. It bothered me on the same level that the Hunger Games
did with children battling it out to the death for adult entertainment. So, for that Eve kept me turning page
after page because as a mother my heart broke for the kids in this book. There was one scene in the book
were a little boy asks Eve what love is and she tells them:

"Love is just caring for someone very deeply. Feeling like that person matters to you, like your
whole world would be sadder without them in it."

That was just very heartbreaking for me. For a 6-year-old not knowing what love is. Like I said, it bothers
me. But not in the bad way where I would want to stop reading. Instead, in a way that made me stop and be
very thankful for what I have in life.

The writing style was pretty good, in my opinion. I could even pick out a few quotes that I thought were
lovely like this one:

The stream was the only hand that touched me, the wind the only breath that blew the dust from
my eyes. I learned the strange art of loneliness, the weathered yearning that swells and passes,
swells and passes, when you walk a trail alone.

I also really liked the love interest, Caleb. You know how the love interest always pulls the card where his
controlling over protectiveness is romanticized as loving concern? I didn't find that here. Caleb was a sweet
guy. He took care of Eve and her friend, Arden when they had nowhere to go. I could feel that he really
cared for Eve. There is one part of the novel that spoke volumes about his character to me. Eve was staying
with Caleb and a group of other "stray" boys and they were just about to go on a raid the guard’s outpost.



Caleb doesn't think it's a good idea that she goes:

"What if I still want to go?"
"Then you'll go," he said. "But I wanted you to know the danger."

That quote made me so happy because YES, let's tell the heroine of the danger, but YES, let her decide if she
wants to proceed or not.

Things I disliked

I think we all saw this coming from me: The world building. Unfortunately, I had trouble with the
believability that America could sink so low as to do away with democracy, liberty, and basic human rights
in such a short amount of time. It's only been sixteen years and Americans have reverted to enslaving their
children? No, just no. Furthermore, if the goal is to reproduce as fast as humanly possible, why aren't the
adults (who live comfortably in the city) charged with having children? Why only the orphan girls? Not only
that, but again, and this seems to be something I'm saying a lot lately, but what in the world are the rest of the
human population doing?

Besides that sketchy world building, there was one big thing that I really disliked: Eve. Eve had exactly three
"modes" in this book: 1)Saw dust for brains 2)Too stupid to live 3)Selfish. She goes through the novel
making the worst decisions possible that either ended up getting someone else hurt or killed. I get that she
was sheltered all her life and that perception of the real world had been tampered with, but why no common
sense? Petting a wild bear is suicide. It does not in any way, shape, or form resemble Winnie the Pooh. It's
time for a wild life lesson:

If you saw a grizzly in the woods, would you immediately think of this guy?

Maybe I'm missing something here. Do they look related to you? No? Not even distant cousins, twice
removed? Now, I'm no expert, but to me it looks like one of these bears is about to rip a clueless girl a new
one, while the other is only a danger to himself of overdosing on jars of honey. How does that saying go
again? Oh, yeah. Eve was a few french fries short of a happy meal. At first, I gave her the benefit of the
doubt, but she didn't seem to get any smarter as the novel wore on. For example, her relationship with Caleb.
You all know how the YA romance goes. You've got to have something that breaks the couple up. Eve gets
into an argument with Caleb about wanting to stay with him instead of traveling to Califia (the shelter). He
reasonably tells her he would like that, but since the king is after her, she would be safer at the shelter. You
know what Eve does? She throws a tantrum and calls him selfish. -_- And that is the scene I lost all my
respect for her. It was frustrating! I just wanted her to use her brain just once! That's not really asking too
much is it?

Yet, somehow I was able to enjoy this book. Again, mostly thanks to the minor characters and Caleb. The
ending leaves us with a cliffhanger you knew was coming. Let's just say it left me angry and leave it at that.
Even stranger is that I really do want to check out the sequel. Huh.

More reviews and more at Cuddlebuggery Book Blog.




