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but sheis not the same. And their friendship facesits gravest trial as Gemma must decide once and for all
what role sheis meant for.

A Publishers Weekly Best Book of the Year

A #1 Book Sense Bestseller

A New York Times Bestseller

A Publishers Weekly Bestseller

A USA Today Bestseller

A 2008 New York Public Library Book for the Teen Age

The Sweet Far Thing Details

Date : Published April 28th 2009 by Ember (first published December 26th 2007)
ISBN : 9780440237778

Author : Libba Bray

Format : Paperback 819 pages

Genre : Fantasy, Young Adult, Historical, Historical Fiction

i Download The Sweet Far Thing ...pdf

B Read Online The Sweet Far Thing ...pdf

Download and Read Free Online The Sweet Far Thing Libba Bray


http://bookspot.club/book/127459.the-sweet-far-thing
http://bookspot.club/book/127459.the-sweet-far-thing
http://bookspot.club/book/127459.the-sweet-far-thing
http://bookspot.club/book/127459.the-sweet-far-thing
http://bookspot.club/book/127459.the-sweet-far-thing
http://bookspot.club/book/127459.the-sweet-far-thing
http://bookspot.club/book/127459.the-sweet-far-thing
http://bookspot.club/book/127459.the-sweet-far-thing
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Angie says

And so ends the trilogy that began with A Great and Terrible Beauty, continued with Rebel Angels, and
concludesin thisfinal volume. | liked the first one well enough because of its unique blend of awild,
magical, mythical realm barely constrained behind stiff Victorian curtains. | really got into the second one as
the plot became more complex, Gemma came into her own powers, Felicity and Ann's stories became more
layered, and poor beautiful Pippawas relegated to the Realmsindefinitely. When | saw how thick the third
one was, my eagerness ratcheted up a notch. After al, | have been sitting around lately asking for longer
books. Suddenly, here oneis.

Unfortunately, 800 pages later, the best thing about it remains the first four words, it's lovely title, taken from
apoem by W.B. Yeats. And it does capture the extremely bittersweet feel of the last portion of the book. But
somehow this installment failed to capture my imagination. It frustrated me more than anything. Instead of
making good use of everything she fought for in Rebel Angels, Gemma spends the entire novel trying to
decide whether or not to do what she decided to do at the end of the last book. Not until the final pages does
she get agrip on herself and do what needsto be done. | thought we were done with crippling indecision in
the previous books. | wanted the Gorgon to just let loose and throttle her! Meanwhile, Felicity and Ann are
apparently thirteen again and spend the majority of their time being petty and distrustful, backstabbing
Gemma whenever they get the chance. Pippais the most interesting of the original friends, munching on the
berries of the dead in al her Miss Havisham glory. But her path is extremely predictable. And Kartik? Fiery,
beautiful Kartik? Sigh. The end to his story had far too much in common with Merlin's fate for my taste. |
will say that the scene where Gemma and Kartik place their hands inside the stone was achingly beautiful.
But, as with much in this hefty book, it was too little too late and I'm left feeling sad. Wishing, somehow, it
could all have gone differently.

Hailey (HaileyinBookland) says

Thiswas okay, definitely not as good as the other two books in the series primarily because it was so
unnecessarily long. | was pretty bored. Gemma was also much more of an unlikable character than usual. But
overal | enjoyed thetrilogy alot!

Fables& Wren says

WrensReads Review:

Thiswas areread of areread of areread et cetera (literally can’t tell you how many times | have put myself
through this book). But | knew | needed to read this book again to have it fresh in my mind in order to
review it correctly.

When asking my sister (who introduced this series to me in grade school) how | should review this book, she
stated that | should just use crying gifs... so here are afew of those:



Libba Bray does not hold back when it comes to your heart. Y es, thisbook is areally, really long one, but
Bray likes her descriptions and her character development. There are so many things going on in this book
that are just on the side, but are so important to the characters and why they make the decisions that they
make.

I will let you know that some people believe there is some “fat shaming” in this, and | can see where they are
coming from, but you also have to see when the book was written and what time period thisisin. You aso
have to understand thisis a bunch of girlswho are just trying to get the upper hand on each other, and that is
an easy stab. And it isn't anything that is glorified. Libbais very big in the diversity and acceptance
community; with that said, that would never be her intent to do that to anyone.

Our three girls Gemma, Felicity and Anne believe they are in the clear. They put Circein her place and all
they have to do is share the magic with some of the creatures and people in The Realms and things will be
great.

But what if Gemma doesn’t want to give up the magic? What if Felicity and Anne want the magic to change
the path their parents and guardians carved for them to take? What if, putting Circe in her place actually was
exactly where she wanted to be? What if changing the path of the magic opened new doors for the
Winterlands?

| can’t review thisbook properly. It breaks my heart every timel read it and it legitimately makes me cry

every time. | read this with afriend thistime, knowing she would need emotional support, and she got mad at
me because | put her through that roller coaster.

This seriesis so close to my heart. It is the series that made me not just love books but into a reader.

WrensReads | Goodreads | Twitter | Instagram

Chapter 69 is the absolute worst omg | hate this I’ m dying my heart. | can’t. I.. omg | will never love again.

50%: | hate the build up because | know what’ s going to happen, this being a reread x1000, but it doesn’t
make it hurt any less. This book means the absolute world to me. It s one of those books you always want to
reread but then you remember “wait this book murdered me. Why am | reading this again?’

Buddy Read (Re-Read for me) with my main girl Kayla because she doesn't understand the extent of
emotional trauma she's about to experience.

Eshusdaughter says

In the final book of the Gemma Doyle trilogy, the Order, the Rakshana and the creatures of the realms all
want one thing - the magic. Gemma s caught between as everyone around her tumbles into chaos and the



fight for the magic beginsin earnest. While the creatures of the winterlands make a bid for control and Circe
stirs, Gemma struggles to come to terms with the magic she holds and her place in thisworld and in the
realms. Asthe story unfolds, Gemma discovers that nothing, and noone, is as they seem.

The end of aseriesis bittersweet. If the author has done her job well, it is at once satisfying and distressing.
Libba Bray has done her job very, very well. Thisis awonderful conclusion to the series that satisfies on all
counts, wrapping up the main threads of the trilogy quite effectively. More suprising is the fact that nothing
was cliche or expected. | am sad there will be no more booksin the series but in love with the ones we've
been given.

Libba Bray seems to possess a magic of her own, peppering words on a page and conjuring aworld that is
believable and engaging, filled with complex, fully realized characters that are sometimes sympathetic and
sometimes repellent. She alows her characters to have flaws, to make mistakes, to be deluded and tricked.
She allows them to triumph, to fall, to realize truth and embrace lies. She presents us with aview of the
world asit isand then spins that on its side and makes us see it, and ourselves, anew. Gemmas story is
beautifully told and | am glad | had the chance to read it.

Pinky says

“ And that is how change happens. One gesture. One person. One moment at a time.”

| have been reading this book for 2 weeks and | finally finished reading this book at lunch. | am currently in
classand since | finished al of the thingsthat | need to do, | thought that | would write a quick review on
this book. This book was beautiful, | loved it so much, | was so sad when | finished it. | can't believe |
finished the book, it was so crazy and so much happened.

This book isthe last book in the Gemma Doyle trilogy. It was an amazing installment and made the perfect
ending. Some people were upset with the ending of this book and | was too, but | loved this book so much
because there were so many things that | didn't believe would happen in this book. | till can't get over this
book and | don't know when | am going to recover.

“People have a habit of inventing fictions they will believe wholeheartedly in order to ignore the truth
they cannot accept.”

There were so many powerful statementsin thisbook and I loved how the book was divided and formatted.
It was so epic and there was so much action near the end of the book. When everything was starting to get
chaotic, | was going crazy myself, | was so excited and jumpy.

" Sometimes, | think you can glimpse it in another.”
When | was reading this book, | was so into it that | didn't realize that my friends were calling me. It felt like

| wasin adifferent world. Whenever | read, | always zone out and jump into the beautiful worldsand | never
want to leave. Sometimes, | forget where | am and lose track of time.



“| am a jumble of passions, misgivings, and wants. It seemsthat | am alwaysin a state of wishing and
rarely in a state of contentment.”

| felt like one of the thingsthat | didn't like about the book was the decisions Gemma made. Some of the
decisions did not make sense and | felt like if she did things differently, nothing horrible would have
happened. | wish she would think before she acts and think of a proper plan. | felt bad for her because at
parts she felt done. | felt like | could relate to her in many ways.

“Itisfunny how you do not miss affection until it is given, but onceit is, it can never be enough; you
would drown in it if possible.”

The characters were amazing and | loved MOST of them. Kartik was one of the characters that were my
favorite. Gemmal's character development was amazing and sheis so strong. She had Felicity and Ann, but |
felt like they weren't that supportive at times and they weren't always there for Gemma. Kartik was one of
those characters who had your back. :(

“Power changes everything till it is difficult to say who are the heroes and who thevillains.”

This story is one of those stories where you read and you don't know who to trust. Everyone could be
untrustworthy at times and it is so hard to find a person who will help you out. Sure there were afew people
who were there, but they weren't always there for you because they were selfish.... Anyway, | fedl like | kept
getting tricked because | trusted the wrong people. Gemma made so many mistakes with trusting the wrong
people.

“| do not want to passthetime. | want to grab hold of it and leave my mark upon the world.”

| have so much moreto say but so little time. The ending was bittersweet but | till loved the book. Although
it was slow in parts, | still enjoyed reading this book and | recommend this to those who haven't read this
series. It isamazing and you won't regret it... But at the same time, you might because of the ending... Okay |
am scared that | am going to spoil this book so | am going to go to my next class. See yal

Kristi says

i’vefinaly finished the eight hundred some pages of The Sweet Far Thing by Libba Bray. And | must say
that in the last two days | have felt what | believe to be every possible emotion there is. | almost find myself
at alossfor wordsin the shock that | still feel.

We once again join in the adventures of the girls of Spence that we have grown to love. The story onceis
centered on the magic of the Realms and what Gemma must to with it now that she has bound it to herself.
Although | rather enjoyed the underlying storyline of Gemma and Kartik, which is just one of many that
concludesthistae.



It seems that everyone and everything are against Gemma. She can’t seem to open the portal since Christmas
and she no longer feels the magic within herself. She fears that the magic has not chosen her to continue in
the Order. The mysterious East Wing is being rebuilt and a masked ball isto be held in its wake. And
Gemma has still not seen Kartik, and his whereabouts are also a constant strain on her thoughts.

When all else fails Gemma feels she will never return to the realms until a mysterious stoneis found in the
midst of the East Wing construction. Which turns out to be a secret door in which she has seen in her visions
complements of a Miss Wilhelmina Wyatt, former Spence Lady and author of A History of Secret Societies.

Once back in the Realms, Gemma cannot deny the changes that are happening around her, but yet sheis still
not ready to share the power. Gemma must carry around the responsibility of the magic, figure out whom she
cantrust, try to help her friends and also work toward her debut season! No wonder it took eight hundred

pages!

Bray does not disappoint in the final chapter of Gemma’ s tale. The plot twists where plenty! Felicity was her
brash self and Ann asinsecure as ever, but in the end these girls surprised me for the better! The writing was
detailed and painted vivid pictures even more so than the two previous books. | couldn’t put it down, and
now that’sit over | fear | will missthese girls.

Sunny Rae says

| cannot even describe my love for thistrilogy. It issimply amazing.

Girlsfinding their wings, and finding their light and dark corners. Y ou will have to read to find out what that
means.

lal, it is beautifully written, this author does not twist the truth, which i love. She tells the story asif it might
happen to everyone, like the characters own personal plots. There are many unexpected twists(huge crying
moments)

| really did find out more about myself. The person i want to become, and how much life ccan be bent into
whatever i choose it to be. This book is my favorite book. Girlskick ass, revenge, love, affairs, deceit, all
that good stuff.

Here are some of my favorit quote, go to the authors website, she is quite a character, i love her writing :]]

"In each of uslie good and bad, light and dark, art and pain, choice and regret, cruelty and sacrifice. We're
each of us our own chiaroscuro, our own bit of illusion fighting to emerge into something solid, something
real. We've got to forgive ourselves that. | must remember to forgive myself. Because thereisalot of grey to
work with. No one can livein thelight all the time.

n

— LibbaBray

No one asks how or what | am doing. They could not care less. We're all looking glasses, we girls, existing
only to reflect their images back to them as they’ d like to be seen. Hollow vessels of girlsto be rinsed of our
own ambitions, wants, and opinions, just waiting to be filled with the cool, tepid water of gracious
compliance.

A fissure formsin the vessel. I'm cracking open.--Libba Bray(the trilogy)



Erin says

Sweet Far Thing by Libba Bray
* contains spoilers*

| finished the fina installment of the Gemma Doyletrilogy last night. It took me over two weeksto finish
and | came very close to throwing the damn book across the room with only 70 pagesto go. | have to say
that | am very upset that Kartik died. VERY . The tension, and affection between Kartik and Gemma was
what kept me reading. | was constantly waiting for her to see his red bandanna or meet him in the boathouse.
I will admit that the book ended very well but | was till very angry.

I have never cried while reading before, and | have told my friends that | don't understand why people do. |
cry in al movies but with a book, you control the tempo. Y ou can stop whenever you please. Simply close
the book and try again later, that is how | roll. However, | shed afew tears at the end of Sweet Far Thing.
When Kartik died and in the end when Ann and Felicity got what they really wanted, | was very emotional. |
am so very glad Libba decided to make both of their characters good in the end. Ann irritated me so much in
the first two books, but really held her own in this one, especially towards the end, when she had to stand up
to Pippa. | felt like she was aways ready to abandon Gemma for the others but in the end that proved false.
Felicity could have gone either way right up to the very end because of her love for Pippa, but | was happy to
see that she got her inheritance and intends to live as she has always wanted, free and daring, and out from
under th hold of her father. | also appreciated how she wrote Circe's character. At work | always tell people
that thistrilogy isamix between Harry Potter and the Twilight series, and Circe was Snapelike in my
opinion.

| am sad that these books are over. | look forward to reading whatever Libba Bray writes next, but can't
imagine a character being a strong, confused, and brave as Gemma. Love her. Definitely one of my favorite
characters of al time. | think it isimportant to remember that a young woman can be powerful and challenge
authority, but still long for love and romance.

Final Rating: 4.5/5

I think this book could have easily been written into two installments. Not only because it was 800 pages but
because SO much happened. | can't really remember what happened at the beginning of the book.

Tatiana says

Thankfully, thisisover. | thought | would never get through this last installment of Gemma Doyle trilogy.



Why, oh why does this book have to be so long? Take out 300-400 pages of unnecessary secondary
characters and going nowhere plot lines, its 5 epilogues, and "The Sweet Far Thing" would be a reasonably
decent book (I suppose). But alas, Bray choosesto ruin her own rather original series with this endless and
bizarre last installment.

I've read quite afew reviews and know how many people are disappointed with the ending. | don't really
mind where all the characters end up in this story, but | rather mind how and why they get there.

Gemma's books have never been about romance for me. The underlying idea of these books is women's
independence, | get it. So | probably wouldn't have minded Kartik's sacrifice if it made any sense. For me, he
dies because of Gemma's stupidity. Should she have done what she promised to do in the end of book 2
(divide the magic among the inhabitants of the realms), none of the eventsin the books would have
happened. Thus his desth is pointlessin my opinion. In fact, the more | think of the details of Kartik's death,
the less | understand what and why exactly happened to him. Basically, Gemma stabs the Tree releasing
Winterlands magic, Kartik sucks in this magic, then pours the magic into Gemma and then becomes a part of
the Tree. WTH just happened? Why does he even have to do it? If the Tree doesn't have any more magic,
how can it have this power to accept his sacrifice and why isit needed? If the Tree till holds on its evil
power, how does Kartik's sacrifice change anything? Doesn't it mean that the Tree will continue its evil
business in the Winterlands and will eventually corrupt Kartik the same way it did Eugenia? How isthisa
solution?

Now to Felicity and Pippa. Seriously, where does the gay issue come from? | have no objections to
homosexuality being portrayed in YA literature, but it is handled very heavy-handedly by Bray in this book.
First of al, thereis no clue about thisin the first two books - Felicity is caught kissing a gypsy man, Pippa
dreams of aknight in shiny armor. This leads me to believe that thisturn in the girls relationship is an
afterthought on Bray's part. Another issue hereisthat considering that Felicity isonly 16 and a victim of
sexual abuse, can we redlly be sure that her newly found sexual preferenceisareal one and not caused by
the abuse? | just think Bray shouldn't have brought up thisissueif she didn't have time to handle it
responsibly and thoughtfully.

Lastly, “The Sweet Far Thing” is an unbearably long and convoluted tale that needs editing badly. First two
books have a great balance of real and supernatural with a great women'’s independence message. This third
book is unnecessarily full of numerous subplots, redundant scenes, and pages of feminist propaganda. |
understand Bray wanted to give us her opinion on about every women's issue out there, but it doesn’t
tranglate into a good book.

Overall, a disappointing conclusion to an imaginative and original series. | don’'t necessarily regret reading
the trilogy, but | will definitely not recommend it to anyone. Two stars only because | was able to finish it

and it gives some kind of closure.

Reading challenge: #14 - 3 of 4

Britt says

| think | liked this one the best of the threein the trilogy. | can't be sure because | read the other two about
two years ago, and | just have a vague impression of them. The first two were interesting, but | didn’t really



connect with the story. Clearly, | liked them enough to read the whole trilogy though. Looking at the size of
each book, | am guessing the first two were more tightly plotted, at least.

The Sweet Far Thing had alot of good and alot of bad. First, Libba Bray has alovely, poetic writing style. |
love some of her descriptions. | was surprised by how well written | found it because | remember being a bit
indifferent to the prose in the first two. But it probably could have been quite a bit shorter. It seemed to
wander aimlessly, and | sometimes wondered what the point was. It also took along timeto find out
anything of importance. It was rather repetitive in going over the same information we already had again and

again.

Something that really bothered me was the magic. Maybe | was reading too quickly to catch everything, but
it was a bit confusing. So, we are told numerous times that the magic is changing. That’sfine. It could have
been really interesting to look at the magic as an organic, living thing. But. We didn’t really get that, did we?
Instead, the changing magic was used as an excuse to make the magic do whatever the heck Bray wanted
with no rules or guidelines. Rules are mentioned, Gemma said she doesn’'t know what the magic is capable
of, but we never see any rulesin action and we don't really see them trying to figure that out. Once with the
healing Gemmartried, but other than that it’s all talk.

| like how she dealt with our illusions v. reality. | guess what we are generally told through books and
movies and other forms of art and communication is that we must rip down our illusions and embrace the
truth. But here she's saying that, yeah, facing reality is the best, but sometimes the illusions are necessary.
Whileit’ s an interesting message, it wasn't really the most subtle one, but she doesn’'t seem to do subtlety.
Thisisclearly seen in her push for female empowerment.

If you're writing a historical novel, it's probably agood ideato attempt to keep things accurate instead of
stuffing it with anachronistic ideals. The charactersin this were way too modern for their time. This bothered
mein all the books. Their language was often too modern, and they would not have gotten away with
everything they did. Felicity debuting? Probably not. Which is not to say feminism should not be portrayed
in historical novels, because clearly women didn’t just up and decide sometime in the 70’ s that they wanted
rights too; it’ s just a bit inaccurate for the period. So, good ideas, but it got a bit preachy, especialy in the
end. | tend to get alittle annoyed when authors spend paragraph upon paragraph telling me what they want to
say. If you're going to do that, try writing essays not fiction.

| think there was alot of potential to work out how one deals with power and becomes a leader and makes
decisions, but she failed with this. Along the same lines, | thought she could have dealt with facing the
consequences of your actions, developing responsibility or maybe working hard to get what you want, but
another fail. | put these together because | see the failure coming from the same place.

Gemmaisin charge of all this magic and is supposed to be protecting it and making decisions regarding the
realms and she and Felicity and Anne are going through a variety of issues at home, but they just play with
the magic. They use the magic to get what they want with no work on their part. They suffer no



consequences from doing this. Maybe I’m just used to stories that try to teach that taking the easy way is
bad. But using the magic to get what they want denies them growth and is an easy answer on the characters
part and on the writer’s part. The only one who does learn anything from using the magic is Anne.

Allowing the characters to use magic with no negative consequences, and creating girls who are too modern
for their time, and allowing them to have fun and get what they want may be exactly Bray’s point. She's
writing afictional novel, so perhaps she wanted to create aworld in which magic could be used for your own
purposes without backfiring on you. She is writing about multiple characters who al have alot of suffering
in their backgrounds prior to when the novels start, so perhaps for afictional fantastical book it is not
necessarily bad to portray these characters trying to free themselves and be who they are without suffering
the often necessary compromises of real life.

The character devel opment and growth was lacking, though | did think the characters were pretty round. |
love Kartik; | think he isthe most interesting character, possibly the most well done despite hisfairly small
part. | think all the girls are well-realized teenagers with their own unique qualities and flaws. | loved
watching Pippa’ s decline and seeing how it took shape.

Anne grew the mosgt, | think. We actually saw a progression in her. Pippa changed at least, though it was her
corruption we saw. Even Tom grew as a character, though maybe it was a bit abrupt. Gemma & Felicity just
kind of stood till.

Gemma would waffle between being insecure and confident, but nothing she did really lead to any actua
change in her. She was told numerous times to search her dark corners, which could have provided for some
great realizations and growth, but she just brushes it off. She feels sheis all alonein the world (as any normal
teenager would) but istold time and again that she doesn’t have to be. Tom says, “We're every one of us
aonein thisworld, Gemma. . . . But you have company, if you want it” (p. 695). This seemsto be atheme of
Bray’s, yet she sends Gemma off on her own to a new country in the end. Why? |s Gemma incapabl e of
internalizing any lesson taught her?

Felicity especialy bothered me, but | think the reason she didn’t grow as a character is that the author had
already made her the perfectly liberated female character. She did what she wanted, she didn’t care what
others thought, the suffering in her background spurred her towards this, but we never saw any growth in the
novels. The front flap of the book says, “ Rule-breaking Felicity must do what she’ stold or risk losing her
inheritance....” But she doesn’'t do what she' s told, does she? The most we seeis that she charms the family
who is sponsoring her for her debut. So, maybe she should have learned that sometimes we need to do things
we don’'t want. Maybe she doesn’t need to grow in that way necessarily, but some growth would have been
nice.

| really didn’'t like that Kartik died, not because we need to have a perfectly happy ending but because it
made no sense. At al. Nobody can deny this. Why did he have to die? He said the debt must be paid, but the
Winterlands creatures wanted to sacrifice Gemmato get the magic and to make the tree’ s power stronger?
And we do not want this to happen, right? That’s why they are fighting? To save the magic from the
Winterlands? Am | missing something? What debt is there? Why should there be any debt? Why isit
necessary for someoneto die? | am totally willing to admit that | am missing something here, because again,
| find the magic muddled and confusing.



| read arumor that Bray killed him because she didn’t want readers to think you needed a man to be happy.
Alright, fine, that's her prerogative as the author, but at |east have the death make sense. Also, there'sa
difference between needing a man to be happy and finding your soul mate, which Bray clearly showed was
the case for Gemma and Kartik. | don't necessarily believe in the idea of one soul mate, but throughout the
books we are shown just how enmeshed in each other they are and how they are meant to be together. After
emphasi zing how not alone Gemma can be (through a number of relationships), why take away the
relationship that could arguably be the deepest?

So, lots of complaints, asismy way, but | really did enjoy it overall.

Cyndy says

Okay, I'm going to start off with awarning. | will be talking in detail about how this book made me feel and
if you haven't read it yet it is possible that my feelings will give away a crucia plot point. With that all | can
say is| feel raw. Absolutely raw. | couldn't breathe. And | cried. A lot of tears were shed. The ending is by
far one of the most brilliant, brave things | have EVER read, that does not mean that it wasn't absolutely
horrible to read. And knowing that it was necessary, that it had to happen, that it's the perfect ending does not
really comfort me but I'll take what | can. The emotion that Libba Bray churned up in me was astounding.
From absolute highs, to absolute lows (and | do mean absolute), | loved riding the roller coaster of it all. My
second favorite series ever. Read it. Loveit. Cry along with me.

Stephanie says

| am utterly distraught by this book. My first hour free of it's torture | was aball of fury. Nothing made
sense, the writing was crappy, and | had so many questions. My poor husband didn't want to come near me
and | didn't want to talk to anyone.

I had such high hopes for this book. Kartik and Gemmawould finally find away to be together, the magic of
the realms would be figured out and dealt with, and Felicity and Ann would finally become real friends of
Gemmasor else berid of. | definitely expected alittle bir more maturity to be given out by those girls, at
least by Gemma, because generally when a person is given alarge amount of responsibility, despite their
age, and consciously decides that they need to live up to it, they don't act like retarded and petty 12 year olds.

Here arejust afew of my troubles...

Why the crap does Kartik turn into atree? This doesn't make any sense. | understand the sacrifice that heis
making, but there is no sign that the magic can't be dealt with in another way until the very point where
Libba Bray turns him into atree. It isretarded. Thereisno sense in this, unless her goal was to piss people
off.

Why are Pippa and Felicity leshian lovers? | don't get this at all. Some people have mentioned in their
reviews that they saw signs of this coming. Whatever signs they saw seemed like normal female friendship
to me, especially for Victorian period writing. Besides the fact | think that it was just silly, the kisswas



random and out of some teenage boys leshian lovers fantasy. DUMB! | however, was satisfied when Felicity
chose the good side, despite her love for Pippa, who has alwaysiirritated me.

The writing was just bad. For someone who has published 2 books aready, the writing should have been
much better. The plot should have been thought out. The dialogue should have been less George Lucas
inspired (by this| am referring to his ability to make very good actors sound like dunces).

| am very frustrated by how poorly the magic of the realms was understood. Obviously Circe was evil, but
how did she turn out to be so much better than the the people who were supposed to be good and why did she
make so much more sense? Bray turns the evil person back to good - to adegree - and than she turns Kartik
into atree? Whatever!

My final annoyance for thisreview isthat of Bray's obsession with womens rights. Holy crap, she went a bit
overboard don't you think? | thought to myself at one point that maybe it was just me and that | was alittle
sensitive to people and their soap boxes... until at the very end Gemma's last request for the girls to be taught
how to think for themselves and blah-blah-blah. Thinking for yourself isnot at all a bad idea, but honestly.
Themes like that are supposed to be thought provoking, not obnoxiously present.

There are so many, many thingsthat | find very wrong with this book. It was a very huge disappointment. |
expected so much more than what | was given here.

There were enough good things that | finished the book, but | definitely would not recommend it to anyone.

Lauren Kammerdiener says

Out of the three books in this series, this one was probably the best. It contained more of awell-developed,
central plot, stronger characters, more twists and turns than one would have expected.

BUT DANG WASIT LONG.
Eight hundred pagesistoo long for aY A book, if you ask me.

| really do think Libba stepped up her game with this, though. For once, | actually felt a sense of connection
to the realms: they weren't weak and flimsy feeling as they had been for me in the previous two books. |
really began to care about what happened to those worlds, instead of putting up with them to get to the
Victorian stuff. That was amajor improvement.

| also feel like, both throughout the series and this book particularly, almost every single one of the
characters went through sometime kind of development. And character development is my favorite.

The most notable developing in this book pertainsto Mrs. Nightwing, Ann, Felicity, and Fowlson.

Mrs. Nightwing's transformation from the strict, Victorian schoolmarm to the strict, Victorian schoolmarm
who knows about a secret layer of worlds besides our own, was probably one of my favorite things about this
trilogy. | loved her relationship with Gemma. | loved her part in the ending story. | think Libbadid an
excellent job making use of her character.

Ann | ended being so proud of. Though she was relentlessly whiny and helpless through the series, | wanted
to give her a standing ovation when she got up the gumption to audition for Charles's show as herself.
FINALLY she was making her own decisions and making the most of herself.



Felicity Worthington is probably the most complicated character from these books. She is most certainly not
the petty mean girl you think she'll be when you first meet her in A Great and Terrible Beauty. Libba had her
deal with two controversial topics that are highly disputed in our time, and were never even spoken of in
Victorian England: sexual abuse and (view spoiler) | personally applaud Libba for including those things.
She did very well dealing with them, and | think it's important to remember how they affect anyone, in any
time or culture.

| was also pleased with how Libba turned Fowlson from (view spoiler) It was fun having him on the team,
and getting to know him alittle more.

Lastly, the ending. | was really happy with how this series wrapped up, more happy than | have been with
anything else in awhile. There were so many unexpected things about the ending that | loved.

Kartik's (view spoiler) really surprised me. You don't really see YA authors going around (view spoiler)
They're just too essentia to the genre. | will take any twist to stereotypic Y A with open arms, no matter how
| feel about any character.

| really love that Ann. Felicity, and Gemma all got to make their own choices and go their own ways on new
adventures. There was a twinge of sadness to this, but it made for a good ending.

Libbafinally sold me on this series completely. And I'm not complaining.

Trina (Between Chapters) says

Series review video: https://youtu.be/a2qPNQILwqE

The good:
Nay.

The bad:
Wayyy too long. | was bored. The thing wasn't even resolved (they won a battle but not the war). The worst
bleeping love triangle I've ever read.

The problematic:
Fat shaming. Horrible attitudes toward disability. Sexual orientation used as a plot twist. Issues of non-
consent were never addressed. Sexual abuse backstory to excuse a character's meanness.

Rebecca says

Can | just start by saying that the 2nd book in thistrilogy isthe best of al. After reading the third book, |
find myself still FULL OF QUESTIONS AND DISAPPOINTED with the ending. Seeing that this book is
the last one, | expected to have a lot more resolution to the story of Gemma Doyle. | feel that the book was
not edited well enough aswell. The plot was all over the place, which means you had no idea where the story
could go, and there were no rules to follow. | usually expect that fantasy or science fiction novelswill have a
universe full of rulesthat are followed and explained fairly well! Thisis not the case! | really the author
would've set up better "rules’ for the realms and the use of its magic. | kept thinking about what Gemma
could do and "why doesn't she do this" with her magic. | really think what Gemma chose to use her magic



for was odd. She was so strong at the end of the second book. The third book begins and you discover that
she has taken a u-turn and is whiny and uses her magic strangdly. | kept thinking, "she is still ateenager, so
maybe that is how ateenager would act?' | found myself exhausted at the end of this book. The one true
source of light in this book was Kartik! Thank goodness for his character or | would've gave up on the book
entirely. | really wish for afourth book "Kartik's Return: Love Conquers All!" That last sentence is my
hopelesdy romantic side busting out. Can | also say that some of the writing was a bit lame. | laughed inside
when | read that someone was "as pale as cheese." That just doesn't speak to me, for | have never considered
cheeseto be pale. It'sjust cheese, you know. There were beautiful parts aswell and they al involved Gemma
and Kartik'sromance! | will remember the tiny bits of romance | was given and center my thoughts there. |
will try not to remember the rest. And someone please tell me: Why can't Kartik appear to Gemma from the
tree just as Eugenia Spence did?" It's driving me nuts!

Jess says

Here'swhat | expected from this book: that it would maintain the part snarky, part serious, part romantic tone
of the first two books; that the characters would grow a bit and the relationships would be as fraught as ever;
that there would be some good old fashioned suspense leading up to the conclusion of the trilogy.

If any of those elements were present in this book, they got lost under pages and pages of sub-par writing; |
don't come to books like this for Great Literature, but the others were enjoyable even when | rolled my eyes.
| was too busy slogging through to roll my eyes.

Ultimately, | didn't really care what happened to any of the characters, and the supposed-to-be-heart-
wrenching twist towards the end did not wrench my heart - but | did manage to roll my eyes. | didn't buy the
vision of Gemma's future that we are given; | didn't care what happened to Felicity; | was pleased for Ann
but it was a bit predictable. | never felt like Gemmareally came to terms with using the power that was given
to her, and that was a big disappointment.

The fantasy elements weren't strong enough to support the whole thing: so many of the charactersin the
realms had no real purpose to the story, which is pretty unforgivable when you're wrapping up atrilogy. The
whole thing felt more like a scene out of that obnoxious movie, What Dreams May Come, than anything
else.

| was relieved to be finished with it. | don't recommend it unless you LOVED the first two and just HAVE to
find out what happened. But then you'll probably think the ending IS heart-wrenching, and | will lose all
respect for you.

Ben Alderson says

OMG | CRIED THE ENDING WAS PERFECT! | DONT KNOW WHAT TO DOWITH MY SELF




Brigid O Cool Ninja Sharpshooter [0 says

My old review for this sucked so I'll attempt to sum up my thoughtsin adightly better way.

Well, this book is kind of near and dear to my heart because | was reading it on the night right before my
little brother was born. (Awww.) So, whenever | think of this book, I think of that. | aso remember how it
kept me up until like 3 in the morning because it was so scary and thrilling and awesome and whatnot.

The ending was a bit frustrating, but ... oh well. Over al, thisis afantastic series with afascinating blend of
fantasy and history. The characters are compelling, the writing is great, yada yada.

Also, LibbaBray isasuper cool person. | met her over the summer and she wasreally nice. :) Also she
signed my copy of this book. So, YAY!!

Caroline says

Thiswas by far my favorite in the series, and | think alot of it had to do with what Libba Bray was willing to
have happen to her characters. The others have had their dark moments, but this was definitely the darkest of
the lot. Makes sense, since it is the conclusion of atrilogy, and so there's got to be pretty big events to keep
the story going.

It does take awhile for the story to pick up, like in the others. Oh, and there's a veritable ton of Victorian
society happenings that some readers might get alittle tired of. Gemma also spends alot of time debating
about the decision of what to do with the magic, which might also bore alot of readers. | actualy really
loved how much effort Bray put into fleshing out the Victorian culture for her readers, and didn't mind
Gemmas brooding. Hey, if | were in her position, I'd totally be brooding, too!

So, whilethefirst half of the book is good but not great, the second half completely makes up for it. This
book is packed full of more action and intrigue than the first two, and some really excellent twists.

| just loved how shetied all the characters individua stories up. Mrs. Nightwing and Mrs. McCleethy both
get alot more interesting in this one, and even Fowlson finally gets some believable characterization rather
than coming off as a 1-dimensional jerk. And Pippa. | wasn't sure what would happen with her, but | haveto
say | loved it.

For the romantics, there are some really beautiful scenes between Gemma and Kartik. | wasredly glad she
resolved things between the two and at least gave them some really great interactions. | can't say much more
without spoiling it, though.

The ending was definitely not a perfect, happy conclusion, but it felt fitting for the series. Some readers are
actually probably going to be quite disappointed by how some of it ties up, just with how gruesome it could
get. Personally, | found the conclusion beautiful and touching, and it really made the series better as awhole
than if she had done a cookie-cutter "look, it's a happy ending!" for us. The whole seriesis bittersweet, and |
loveit all the more for that very reason.




Heather says

| think it is a great testament to an author’ s skill in writing prose, when they can evoke within you such
emotions that makes you want to throw your book across the room, when the characters are being stupid,
blind, or just acting in ways that are so frustrating you want to scream at them. Or, it isawell written story
when your own heart beats against your ribcage when the main protagonist is feeling love, fear, or anger.

In my opinion, what also makes for a good book is when you want to do nothing but read their story, when
nothing else matters but getting to the end. | think Libba Bray has written three wonderful books and her
magic in writing tripped mein her web. | really enjoyed these books.

The storyline in some peopl€'s opinion has been over done, but | think it is up to the author to use their skills
to put afresh spin on the old and | think Bray has done that.

I'm really sad the story had to end... | felt there's room for another book. I'll hold out hope...




