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Sick of creating web sites that reload every time a user moves the mouse? Tired of serversthat wait around
to respond to users' requests for movie tickets? It sounds like you need alittle (or maybe alot of) Ajax in
your life. Asynchronous programming lets you turn your own web sites into smooth, slick, responsive
applications that make your usersfeel like they're back on the information superhighway, not stuck on adial-
up backroad.

But who wants to take on next-generation web programming with the last generation's instruction book? Y ou
need alearning experience that's as compelling and cutting-edge as the sites you want to design. That's where
we come in. With Head Rush Ajax, in no time you'll be writing JavaScript code that fires off asynchronous
reguests to web servers...and having fun doing it. By the time you've taken your dynamic HTML, XML,
JSON, and DOM skills up afew notches, you'll have solved tons of puzzles, figured out how well
snowboards sell in Vail, and even watched a boxing match. Sound interesting? Then what are you waiting
for? Pick up Head Rush Ajax and learn Ajax and asynchronous programming the right way--the way that
sticks.

If you've ever read a Head First book, you know what to expect: avisually rich format designed for the way
your brain works. Head Rush ramps up the intensity with an even faster ook and feel. Have your first
working app before you finish Chapter 1, meet up with the nefarious PROJECT: CHAOS stealth team, and
even settle the question of the Top 5 Blues CDs of all time. Leave boring, clunky web sites behind with 8-
tracks and hot pants--and get going with next-generation web programming.

"If you thought Ajax was rocket science, this book isfor you. Head Rush Ajax puts dynamic, compelling
experiences within reach for every web developer.” -- Jesse James Garrett, Adaptive Path

"A 'technology-meets-reality' book for web pioneers on the cutting edge." -- Valentin Crettaz, CTO, Condris
Technologies
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From Reader Review Head Rush Ajax for online ebook

Steve Whiting says

| read this a couple of years ago, to get an introduction to Ajax which was the Current Big Thing in web
applications (possibly The Previous Big Thing, by then).

The book does introduce the concepts clearly, but so dowly that any experienced developer or architect is
likely to be extremely frustrated, and in such an annoying and juvenile manner (their USP delivery style
which is supposed to enhance understanding and memory of the material) that reading the book was painful.

On the basis of this one, | would strongly suggest browsing a "head rush” book before buying, to make sure
you were comfortable with the style

Neville Ridley-smith says

So, yeah, this book was written in 2006, and it's been sitting on my bookshelf waiting to be read for 9 years,
so | wasthinking it may be just ateensy bit outdated. Thething isit'sreally not.

Everything in this book is worth knowing. Y es, you can use modern frameworks to insulate you from all the
lower level details but it's still worth understanding what those frameworks are doing under the coversto
issue gjax requests and manipulate the DOM. That way, when you inevitably come across some tricky
problem, you'll have the knowledge to either debug or work around a framework limitation.

And of course, it'sal donein great Head First style.

Allison says

I liked the plain speak introduction to the concept. Way better then the reading hundreds of dry pages form
some other book.

Caio lglesias says

| liked the book, but learning the prototype framework, which is quite easy, took the shine away from this
book.

Bill Brinkley says

| enjoyed the style of this book. | recommend it to anyone wanting to understand AJAX.



Tiffany says

I am marking this as finished even though I've decided to stop halfway through. The edition I'm reading was
published in 2006 and while some of the general concepts remain relevant, the specifics are so out of date
that it's probably doing more harm than good. For example, jQuery and JSON are not even mentioned in the
book. There were aso an increasing number of editing errors as the book progressed - variable names
changing, etc. - and the encouragement to use global variablesin JavaScript that |eads meto think that this
book is not a good learning tool. The chapter on the DOM, about half way through the book, had some use,
but otherwise, | cannot recommend this book.




