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For readers who like historical fiction with abit of alove story.

It seduces her like alover. It bewitches her like a spell. It is something mysterious and powerful that Darcy
McBride must follow beyond the cliffs of Kerry. Ireland in 1755 is aterrible place ravaged by famine and
the brutal occupation by the British. There seems to be no escape. Darcy joins a group of smugglers who
trade illegally with the French and when the operation is discovered, she is transported to the English
Colonies for servitude. Shattered by war and bloodshed, Darcy finds the colonists on a feeding frenzy of
survival. She refuses to be devoured and meets them with determination and fire, stopping them in their
tracks. When she confronts the brash and attractive Jean Michel Lupe, a surveyor for the Crown, sparksfly,
and Darcy meets her match. His blend of refinement and frontier masculinity unsettles and entices her.
Together, they are swept into awhirlwind of violence and intrigue that threatens their love and their survival.

"As he stepped out into the pouring rain, Jean Michel had to regain his composure. He was not sure he liked
the feelings that were churning inside him. This McBride woman had the ability to reach into his soul and
open doors he thought were closed forever. She ignited a desire in him that was beyond anything he had ever
imagined. Confused and overwhelmed, he blamed it on long months without carnal pleasures, and pushing it
from his mind; he started down the path for the McDermott homestead."
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From Reader Review Beyond the Cliffs of Kerry for online ebook

LouisH says

Loved every minute of it. The lead character Darcy is amazing. Has areally cool ending. | recommend it to
everyone to add to their collection.

Kathy DeShong says

"Beyond the Cliffs of Kerry" takes usto the 1750's after the Hunger in Ireland but now dealing with the
occupation by the British Crown. The locals are smuggling Irish wool out and trading for food and Brandy.
They aren't even able to enjoy the freedom of religion, and smuggled in a Cathaolic priest from France. The
smugglers get caught and the penalty for treason is death by hanging. One of the smugglersis awoman,
Darcy McBride. Her friends, to save her from hanging, tell the British she is pregnant, therefore they can't
hand her. Sheis sold as an indentured servant and sent to the British Colonies where her contract is
purchased by a British officer, who is married, but keeps Darcy on the side. The story follows their
relationship and others she devel ops to save herself and those she cares about.

Denise says

Set in the mid-18th century, the story follows the (mis)fortunes of a young Irish woman named Darcy
McBride who is transported to the American Colonies as an indentured servant after being arrested for
smuggling. The premise sounds interesting enough, but historical inaccuracies and on occasion truly
godawful dialogue in combination with a story that got off the ground at an agonisingly slow pace and
dragged on and on through one misery after the next without ever actually getting any real emotions across
thanks to being all telling and no showing made this a pain to slog through. In addition, the oh-so-beautiful
and desirable protagonist is (to me, anyway) deeply unlikable, arrogant and bitchy one moment, a meek little
doormat the next, and | just didn't care about al her many struggles. The fact that the rest of the characters
are little more than cardboard cutouts didnt help.

L eona says

From goodreads.com:

Beyond the Cliffs of Kerryby Amanda Hughes (Goodreads Author)

It seduces her like alover. It bewitches her like a spell. It is something mysterious and powerful that Darcy
McBride must follow beyond the cliffs of Kerry. Ireland in 1755 is aterrible place ravaged by famine and
the brutal occupation of the British, there seemsto be no escape. Darcy joins a group of smugglers who trade
illegally with the French and when operation is discovered, she is transported to the English Colonies for
servitude. Shattered by war and bloodshed, Darcy finds the colonists on afeeding frenzy of survival. She
refuses to be devoured and meets them with determination and fire stopping them in their tracks. When she
confronts the brash and attractive Jean Michel Lupe, a surveyor for the Crown, sparks fly, and Darcy meets
her match. His blend of refinement and frontier masculinity unsettles and entices her. Together, they are



swept into awhirlwind of violence and intrigue that threatens their love and their survival.

"As he stepped out into the pouring rain, Jean Michel had to regain his composure. He was not sure he liked
the feelings that were churning inside him. This McBride woman had the ability to reach into his soul and
open doors he thought were closed forever. She ignited a desire in him that was beyond anything he had ever
imagined. Confused and overwhelmed, he blamed it on long months without carnal pleasures, and pushing it
from his mind; he started down the path for the McDermott homestead."

Kindle Edition, Text to speech enabled, 414 pages

Published April 2011 by Amazon Digital Services (first published 2002)

origind titleBeyond the Cliffs of Kerry

Leonas Review:

Beyond the Cliffs of Kerry by Amanda Hughes

Thisis my first read by Amanda Hughes and | was not disappointed.

The story beginsin 1755 in Ireland where Darcy McBride and her brother are part of a smugglersgroup in
order to survivein hard times. Lifein Kerry has been difficult for Darcy and her brother, Liam, They are the
last of their family; the others have died during the Great Hunger of 1740. The smugglers are caught and
Darcy becomes an indentured servant. She is bought by Nathan Lawrence, a British soldier. Her new life
beginsin Massachusetts where it is still the "frontier".

I like the use of defining the chores at this time period such as the skinning deer, baking the beans, making a
Sally Lund cake and gardening. | have never heard the term "three sisters’ which is corn, beans and squash.
Y ears ago, | was avolunteer in the exhibit of the Maya Indians of Mexico at amuseum in St. Paul,
Minnesota and | referred to corn, beans and squash as a staple. More information is available on the Web for
those interested. When reading a book such as this, we are reminded of how easy we have it when we can go
to the store and buy so many things pre-made. It also details the clothing at the time as well as building the
cabins.

Thisisalove story and there are sexual times in the book. As an indentured servant, awoman must obey the
commands of the man who bought her; it is still well done. Some bad language but it fits the time and
occasion.

There is death as the settlers fight off the Indians and the English and French are at war. Some gory scenes
during the fights and the heart begins to beat faster as people flee and run for their lives. "Life on the frontier
was indeed cruel". (page 337 Kindle edition)

God is present on the book even though it is not a Christian love story. "When he (Jean Michel) became
frustrated he remembered what Etienne had told him years ago, that God aways reveals the way; simply
wait for it to unfold." (page 309 Kindle edition)

Even though this book tells about the hard conditions there are still some good times in the book. Friendships
are made and there is love and kindness.

Some characters are:

Darcy McBride- The main woman character. She has so much strength and is a true heroine of any book.
Jean Michel Lupe- A surveyor in Americawho fallsin love with Darcy

Etienne- A priest from Americawho comesto Ireland. He teaches Darcy to read and they become close
friends.

Nathan Lawrence- He buys the papers of Darcy and now owns her for seven years.

Liam McBride- Brother of Darcy.

Bran Moynaham- Sold into indentured servant for seven years and was returning to Ireland. He was to marry
Darcy before he went to America.

Telia- A good friend of Darcy who livesin Ireland.

Raoul LaRoche- A French Voyager who befriends Darcy in America,

The book is dedicated : To my mother. She taught me to love books and to love Ireland.



Acknowledgements: Special thanksto Ronnell Porter for the cover art and design.

| downloaded this book on Amazon.com because it looked interesting. Ireland is one place | have not visited.
| also have not read a book about the American frontier in years. | giveit a5 Star rating. | would re-read this
book and recommend it to people who like historical novels. The opinions are my own.

Y ou may find Amanda Hughes on goodreads.com and www.amandahughesauthor.com

Leona Olson

www.mnleona.blogspot.com

Stacey Coughlin says

| read this book a couple of days ago and it was such a great story. | would definitely recommend to read.

Amanda says

It isan amazing story of an Irish woman and how she overcomes many obstacles that arein her way. Itisa
very detailed book and the descriptions of everything make you feel asif you are there. | definitely
recommend this book and hope you all enjoy reading it.

To see more of my review click hereto visit my book blog.

sherry leetham says

Anticlimactic

| typically wait afew days before giving areview because | want to wait and let the book settle in my
thoughts, however thistime it will not be necessary. There were so many great things about this book! On a
scale of one to ten 90% is a 10, but unfortunately the remaining 10% is not even worthy of the scale.
Typically | don't give spoilers and I'm not going to go into detail (just like the author) of incidents,but | have
to say shewritesin exquisite detail about such mundane things but when it came down to the details of
certain incidents she leaves you wanting which iswhy that 10% is lacking...that 10% of |eaving off emotions
following major milestones both positive and negative along with the lack of details, | constantly questioned
whether not that was alove scene or when a very tragic thing happens and the next sentenceis like it never
existed thiswas very distracting and very disappointing. | kept thinking she's waiting till the end to detail this
beautiful and unexpected love offering everything in one moment verses several moments throughout the
book...and she didn't! The ending felt rushed and thrown together as though she were home writing, looked
at the clock and realized she had to go pick her kids up and just typed an ending. She literally led the horse to
water throughout the story, describing in exquisite detail of how thirsty the horse is, how the horse was
feeling as he's smelling water around, how his feet feel sinking in the ground that's becoming soft because
waters nearby how he finally sees the water sticks his tongue out.... and it would end. The next paragraph
would be the horse walking through the woods again and you would ask yourself " did a horse drink the
water? was the water really there? did that happen or was he dreaming? what just happened? why did she tell
me so much detail and leave out the most important parts...very disappointed.



Victoria Murata says

The story moved along (too quickly, really). | got tired of poor Darcy and all of her hardships. Yes, | know
some people suffer life, but this was one thing after another and another until | thought she surely must be on
her 9th lifel

It beginsin Ireland, mid 18th Century. Not a great place to grow up, but she and her brother survived The
Hunger. Liam, her only living relative, is an abusive brother. Then when the man she'sin love with returns to
Ireland after seven years of indenture, | was hopeful. But no, he's changed, and he betrays her. Sheends up in
Americawhere she'sindentured to an older British colonel. He seemsto be a gentle man who treats her
kindly (except that sheis his mistress) but he ends up betraying her aso. This poor woman can't catch a
break. She's either being beaten, raped or betrayed, and until the very end of the novel her lifeis sheer
misery. Almost every good person who sheis close to dies. Thereis an old mountain man she befriends
when her colonel is stationed at Fort Lawrence and their relationship is developed over many chapters, but
after an Indian raid on the fort, you never hear about him again. It's the author's responsibility to tie up the
loose ends and not |eave the reader wondering.

Darcy is caught in the middle of the French and Indian War and life in the northern frontier in Massachusetts
isbrutal. Everything is brutal!

Even the editing is brutal! Strange time lapses, punctuation errors, sentences that don't make any sense that
stop the flow of the text. In many cases | had to read a segment over to try and figure out the author's intent.

| finished this book, but | won't read another by this author. | do give her credit for taking on thistime
period, and there are some wonderful historic details that enrich the story, but the editing is bone-chilling!

Sherron says

4.5

elaine m. suda says

Returning Home

Thank you for this heartwrenching and heartwarming story about Darcy and Jean-Michel. The storyline was
fast-moving and | couldn't put it down. The characters were amazing and | look forward to reading more of
your work.

Angie Peoples says

This book of historical lifein Ireland and the American Coloniesis quite intriguing and well written. Life for
women was indeed hard and most often cruel. Religion was not yet a freedom and times of great suffering
were endured by many especially women. They were frequently raped, uneducated, beaten, starved, and
worked to the bone for afew precious luxuries. Darcy was one courageous character and | was relieved to
see how this book concluded. Kudos for writing a wonderful book.



Diane Bleyer says

Historical love story

Loved the descriptive scenery in the New World and Ireland. Great love story with tragedy and triumph. |
would recommend this book to anyone.

Chelsea says

More reviews available at my blog, Beauty and the Bookworm.

Beyond the Cliffs of Kerry follows Darcy McBride, ayoung Irishwoman, from her home in the seaside town
of Kilkerry to the American Colonies, where she is sold as an indentured servant following her arrest as a
smuggler. Of course, Darcy is drop dead gorgeous (apparently the only gorgeous woman in the entire world)
despite spending many of her developmental yearsin the midst of afamine, and everyone wants to have sex
with her. While | liked the overall story of this book, it was incredibly slow getting off the ground; Darcy
doesn't even get caught until athird of the way in, and then there's a ship voyage before she getsto the
colonies, too, al of it inincredible detail. Except that detail isn't really agood thing in this particular book,
because Hughes just dumpsit all in your lap and tells you what's going on; there is absolutely no emotionin
this book, and there should have been emation. Tons of it. There are several instances of rape or attempted
rape, betrayal, heartbreak--and through it all, Darcy and everyone around her appear to remain mostly flat
and emotionless, making what could have been ariveting tale somewhat difficult to read. Y ou can't just tell
me "She was in love with him," because what does that even mean? | want to know how he made her heart
beat faster in her chest, how she found it hard to breathe around him, like someone was squeezing her lungs-
-things that | can empathize with. But no, there's none of that. And even in the wake of two rapes, Darcy
doesn't really seem to care. Hughes says later that "Darcy was terrified of rape" but she does absolutely
nothing to show usthat Darcy was terrified of rape. Nothing. Nothing at all. It was just...flat.

There are also significant grammar problems in this book, mainly in the "unnecessary comma' department,
which makes the sentences seem choppy and stilted, and the "missing and extra quotation marks'
department, which makes it a bit unclear where dialogue begins and ends. This could definitely do with
another good editing.

| did, however, like that Hughes set the book during what we here in the US call the French and Indian War
(I believeit's the Seven Y ears War in other places?) because it is arather underutilized time period in
historical fiction.

Regan Walker says

Absorbing tale from old Ireland and the American Frontier -- an Irish Heroine to Admire and a Frontiersman
to Love!

Thiswas Hughes' debut novel and it is clear to me she has a great writing career ahead of her. Setin Ireland



and America, beginning in 1755, thisis a captivating tale of a beautiful young Irish girl, Darcy McBride,
who has athirst for knowledge and a spirit of adventure. She survived The Hunger in Ireland that claimed
most of her family and when the story opens, she is keeping house for her embittered brother. To pay taxes
and put food on the table, Darcy and the young men of County Kerry become smugglers, illegally trading
their wool with the French for brandy. In one shipment, they also smuggle in a Jesuit priest who befriends
Darcy and teaches her to read and write.

When British soldiers discover the smuggling, Darcy is transported to the English Colonies for 7 years of
indentured service, which for a beautiful young woman meant sexual servitude to her owner. One day at Fort
Lawrence, Darcy meets Jean Michel Lupe, a surveyor for the Crown and an educated man, who will change
her life.

Thisisaromance, to be sure, but quite unusual in that the hero isn't introduced until half way through the
book. Much of what would be "back story" in other historical romances becomes an intense, well-told tale
that at timesis heart rending. We experience the brutality of cruel English soldiers and savage Indians on the
American frontier. But there are many warm, charming moments and we see how times of great hardship
affect people for both good and bad. There are some truly, desperately sad moments that will tear at your
heart since both life in Ireland and on the frontier was hard. Darcy is awonderful heroine with a strong heart,
agiving nature and great courage. Hughes bringsto life a cast of wonderful characters, including the wise
and kind-hearted Father Etienne (akind of hero). Darcy's story has great realism.

| highly recommend it.

Stanley M cShane says

It's never easy to be Irish. And in 1755 Ireland, times were extremely hard forcing the fine citizens of Kerry
to secretly create a trading system with the French that would bring them food to help keep those that
survived "The Hunger" from likewise perishing. Darcy McBride did her part to participate in that extremely
dangerous activity as did her brother, Liam. Darcy is smart and ambitious and eagerly accepts the tutoring of
aJesuit priest when heis smuggled into the village. She loves the ability to read and write and finds it to her
advantage when events turn decidedly more ugly.

The price paid for smuggling their wool for French brandy that provided the food was death and when one of
their own betray them, a number of the villagers are hung. Darcy escapes death with the help of afriend and
issold into 7 years of servitude and sent to the colonies of young America. Sheis sold to Nathan Lawrence
who uses her at his convenience. While at the fort, she eventually meets Jean Michel Lupe', a strapping
surveyor and a strong, independent colonist with extensive knowledge of the primitive northeast, popul ated
by the Abenaki, and sparks begin to fly.

Fighting is not new to Darcy, and she again finds herself fighting for her life and that of her new love, Jean
Michel, and the romance takes a torturous route to freedom for them both. The characters are well
developed. The scenes can be clearly visualized and there is a good progression of the plot that never lets
down. Recommended for any historical romance fiction fan--thisis a good one and hard to put down!




