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Witches are creatures of magic. They cast spells, heal, and foretell the future. What you might not know is
that Witches can also commune with the spirits of the dead.

In The Witches Book of the Dead, modernday Salem Warlock Christian Day shows how the spirits of our
beloved dead can be summoned to perform such tasks as helping you to discover hidden opportunities,
influence the minds of others, seduce the object of your affection, and even reach into the dreams of the
unwary. According to legend, the Spirits of the dead can confer magical talents, fame, love, and wealth on
those brave enough to summon them.

The Witches' Book of the Dead explores the enduring relationship between witches and the dead and teaches
rituals and incantations to help readers open doorways to the spirit world.

Topicsinclude:

Legendary Witches who have raised the dead, including The Witch of Endor, Circe, and Erichtho

Creating ancestral altars and building relationships with spirits

Thetools of Necromancy: the bronze dagger, yew wand, iron keys, graveyard dust, the offering cauldron,
spirit powders, the human skull, and more

Methods of spirit contact, including automatic writing, scrying mirrors, spirit boards, pendulums, and spirit
mediumship

The ancient arts of necromancy as a method of conjuring the dead to assist in magic

Ridding yourself of unwanted spirits using rituals of cleansing, banishing and exorcism

Ghost hunting techniques that combine psychic wisdom with modern technology

Communing with the dead in dreams

Sacred holidays and powerful celebrations of the dead

Resources on where to ethically obtain the tools of the trade

An overview of the feared deities of the Underworld

Rituals, recipes, exercises, and more!

Dareto walk between the worlds with Christian Day as he guides you across the River Styx into the shadowy
realms where the dead long to connect with us once more!
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Anda says

Thisisagood reference but not did not really explain itself well. It took me along time to get through alot
of the listed information.

Dean says

I have mixed feelings about this book, but | want to be clear first that | liked it and thought it had good
worthwhile content in it.

First the bad.

1. Thereisahistorical intro to this work that while interesting could have been better left out of the work. |
think many novice writers make this mistake and it's not dire, but it can be tedious.

2. Day has some great content to his work but sometimes the writing meanders and is sometimes over
precious. | would think that this book would have been better done with judicious editing and maybe a ghost
writer. (Thiswas not meant a slam but just my own opinion.)

3. Thereis apart where Day Mentions being on a TV show with Penn and Teller and was tested with an
OuijaBoard he helped create. The Ouija Board Reading was a failure on the show and in the book Day
claimsit was a success, thisis disingenuous and false. Now, this does not slant my opinion against Ouija
boards and | am fond of them, but the truth should be told.

4. | think at many times if the work would have gotten to the point of the topic of the book, the author would
have improved the work.

The Good,

Days writing while not polished does contain good advice and information and the rituals are solid. | enjoy
much of this despite having to skip ahead when it rambles unnecessarily.

| would purchase this book.

Angela Holtz says

From Lilac Wolf and Stuff

| started this book with all sorts of misconceptions. Christian Day - and thisis no secret to him - iskind of
out there on the fringe. He is testing limits, making people uncomfortable. Nothing he does would be
considered "normal."” There's a skull on the cover - and | learned this guy has a name, Robert. And in his
author picture heis holding Robert and an Anubis rattle.

Once | got through the first chapter my mind was blown away. The forward was written by Raven Grimassi,
another well known witch author. And the respect he has for Christian was impressive. Asfor the book, it is
full to bursting with rituals, information and stories. There are 6 pages for the bibliography and a few more
for notes. There's even an index and an appendix. Appendix A has recipes for Spirit Powder, Necromancy



Incense, Anointing Oil, and Food for the Dead. Appendix B lists several "Deities of the Dead." And
Appendix C lists several resources to find the needed items to perform any of the ritualsin the book.

The writing itself was entertaining and insightful. Even if you have no hint of desire to explore necromancy,
you could still enjoy this book. | was fascinated by the rituals and the anecdota evidence throughout the
book, but the myths he scattered through as background gripped me. Christian Day gets kudos for being a
great author aswell asinformed. | swear | love this guy now!

Thisisavery serious book. It islight reading for some parts, but Christian doesn't hold back on the
warnings. These rituals are serious and dealing with the dead is extremely serious. He tells you things you
need, but follows them with fair warning. Like obtaining a skull, he gives you a website where you can
obtain skullslegally and reminds readers that desecrating gravesisillegal and will land you in jail. Thereis
call for blood offerings (only ever afew drops), but over and over and over again he tellsreadersto use a
clean lancet from the drugstore. And also when working in groups to avoid the blood all together. Thereis
balance within these pages.

He takes the free-love hippie out of Wicca and brings back a bit of the witchcraft and necromancy
(divination through communication with the dead) of old, along with a healthy dose of common sense. Next
thing | am doing with this book isreading it again. Sorry you are going to have to get your own (it is
available as an eBook).

Michelle says

| originally picked up Christian's book because of some bad and (in my opinion) ill-informed reviews. |
wanted to see what all the fuss was about. As| read the book, | was floored. First, it was an easy read.
Reading the book was like listening to Christian speak. His personality really came through. | didn't feel
talked down to and | didn't get lost while reading. The history presented in the book was addressed in such a
way that | felt | learned alot but wasn't lectured. | also enjoyed the personal stories and experiences. | think
this brought the topic into the real world and hel ped me understand it's application.

Necromancy is something that is severely stigmatized and through reading this book | have found that it is
not nearly as scary (even if we should use a skull!) as | once thought. | am still a Novice and do not plan on
practicing necromancy anytime soon because | am not as experienced as | feel | need to be. However, when
the time comes, | plan on revisiting this book and following Christians advice. Unlike some reviews | read, |
felt like Christian approaches necromancy from avery respectful stand point. He doesn't sugar coat what
necromancy isand is not afraid to tell it like it is. Yes, as anecromancer you will ask spirits to do things for
you but you're not shackling them into slavery. There is definitely alarge element of respect when asking
spirits to do things for you. A relationship must be developed and maintained. At no point did | get the
impression that spirits are treated as beings without aface or story. | actually gathered the opposite. | felt as
if Christian was saying you should work with familiar spirits you feel comfortable with.

Asfor Christian's "ego" (which has been addressed in other reviews), | feel like it comes through in this book
but not in a stuck up way. The voice behind the book is that of confidence and experience. | felt like the
"name dropping" he does solidify's his place in the community and (when it comes to spirits) shows his
reverence for his beloved dead.

All in all this book isinvaluable for someone that would like to practice necromancy now or in the future. |



feel like | am not bias, seeing as | do not know Christian personally, and | am not involved in the greater
witch community. Politics and personal practice aside, this book is a home-run.

L etitia says

| am so glad | read this book!

Christian intelligently shoots down the myths and stigma associated with necromancy, and introduces the
reader to the path of working with the dead.

While | don't yet feel | am ready for this path yet, Book of the Dead has certainly stirred my interest, and this
is something | will likely come back to in the future.

Even if necromancy doesn't really appeal, thisis still an interesting read and a well written and researched
study.

Charlie Hersh says

A good solid foundation for necromancy, but too many simple errorsto ignore (like that Kosher salt is made
from the earth where bodies are buried?? where would you even get an idealike that??), also alot of the
ableism and veiled neo-Wiccan notions that are common to alot of witchcraft books. Also the name-
dropping got to be alittle tiresome after a paoint.

So, it'sanice introductory book, but definitely don't make it the ONLY book you read, and definitely take
everything in with an extremely large block of salt (but maybe not Kosher salt.....)

Debbie~ says

absolutely positive. great information and insight. well written and understsndable.

Cazangelcat says

Thisbooksis one of the best guides for those witch's who are ready to contact the dead. Necromancy can be
aquite "controversial” topic for some Wiccans/Witches. However Christian Day's guide is the best | have
ever read. Thanks to reading this book not very long after it was released, | bought it as an ebook and have
since read it three times and refer to it constantly. | would recommend this book to any pagan/wiccan or
witch. Itisbrilliantly written concisely, with much wisdom and written in avery easy to follow format.

For those who want to learn more? Christian Day and the "infamous Stregha" Lori Bruno have the best
Witches Podcast Ever called "Hex Education” direct from Salem, MA. It's afantastic podcast. Not only is it
entertaining and educational, but also "inspirational".

Thankyou Christian for writing this book as it has changed my lifel

You are the BEST!!!



Blessed Beto All )O(

Gabrielle says

Absolutely brilliant! Christian Day is aforemost authority on witchcraft. This book is thoroughly researched,
thoughtfully crafted and brimming with truly interesting insight into his own background and practices as a
warlock.

Ashtoreth Eldritch says

I have some problems with this book, overall, and will just use bullet points to discuss them.

*The Amazon Kindle sampleis the foreword and first chapter. | purchased the book based on this sample.
After reading the book in its entirety, | would not have purchased it if any of the other chapters (save chapter
13) had been chosen as the representative sample.

*Whilst there are some references and notes included in the text, most of them are given for topics that awell
versed occultist should already be familiar with if they are reading a book discussing necromancy. Other
ideas (for example, using only Kosher salt for some workings and not using salt for others) have no notes or
references which leads me to think it is a case of doing things that way 'because | was taught that way'. Fair
enough, but | want to know the why behind the reasoning, and it is not given.

*Name dropping. Thereis not a chapter in this book (save Chapter 13) that is spared heavy doses of name
dropping and pedigree displays. That information is best put in end notes. I'd be happy to read "My friend
and mentor (name)(note number)..." instead of "My friend and mentor (name) owner of (shop) founder of
(tradition/coven) and organiser of (Salem, MA event)" every single time Day mentions them. | want to read a
book on necromancy, not an advertisement for the Salem witches and their stores. The worst offender is
Chapter Twelve which is dedicated to ghost hunting.

*Which feeds into the contradictions that run rife through this book. As an example, according to Day, atars
for the dead should be discreet, tasteful, and inconspicuous whilst being the main focal point, prominent, and
as interesting as you can make them. This contradictory vein runs throughout all topics he discusses, which
may be his attempt at finding the middle ground between extremes. If so, he needs to work harder at
presenting that middle path in away that doesn't make the reader feel like ayo-yo being yanked from left to
right with each turn of the page.

*The author photograph. | honestly laughed out loud and was in danger of choking on my tea. Back in the
day when Aleister Crowley posed in his portraits, it was for shock value and it worked. A century later, it
does not work so well. The pose and props just screamed out as clichéd reminding me more of a Scooby-Doo
cartoon character than as an author presenting a serious work on necromancy.

Getting past those issues, however, there is some valuable material presented in the book, in particular, the
last chapter entitled A Festival of the Dead. Thisisthe best written chapter in the book and the one | enjoyed
(almost) without reservation. The overviews of global celebrations of the dead was presented in a scholarly
and entertaining manner that encourages further personal exploration of these customs if so desired. It a'so
discusses events that occur in Salem, MA lightly enough to pique the reader's curiosity instead of clubbing it
into their brain asin previous chapters. | also enjoyed the examples of group celebratory rites shared and



came away with some exciting ideas to adapt for my own familial celebrations.

That said, | did have a quibble about the rites as written, but not specific to Day and instead aimed at Wicca-
craft in general. Bad rhyming. It is a plague that makes all practitioners of the arcane arts sound like drop-
outs from the Dr Seuss School of Spell Craft. | al'so have a problem with the insistence of using coloured
candles, but those are subjects for another post.

Overal, would | cal this a'must have book' or 'one of the most in depth works on darker magic'1? No. Not
asit stands. With some determined editing and revisions, it could be a book | would recommend. For now, it
stands as a nice introduction to chthonic rites and as a book that can give you ideas on bringing these aspects
into daily thought. For serious exploration of necromancy and working with other spirits, | would
recommend Jake Stratton-Kent's works, specifically Geosophia - The Argo of Magic and The True Grimoire,
both published by Scarlet Imprint.

1. Quotes from the advertising blurbs at the front of the book.

Paul says

Love him or loath him he's still here! ;) #Hex Education #Winning

LaRaine P says

third time reading and | learn more everytime. this a very informative book should have prerequisites
for thoose who seriously want to learn.

Shayla says

Thereisn’'t apart of thisbook that | don't like. It was one of the best books | read in 2012. It was written to
include a nice spectrum of working with the Dead, spirits. | especially loved his altar of the Dead.

Opening up the book you have some real good info on the Dead, practices, and witchcraft and then you come
to your first exercise: Entering the Visionary State. Simple and easy to do connection with the Death current.
It's one that is perfect for you before you start your Necromantic workings, to help loosen you up abit before
you jump head first into the waters. If you want to modify it, you can very easily. Even the Making the Pact
Ritual, | found useful and | normally bypass those. It serves as a purpose to remind you of a commitment you
made to better yourself through your workings and your dedication to your craft.

The atar of the Dead chapter is very detailed in giving you: understanding of the purpose of the altar of the
Dead, finding an altar, placement, blessings, personalization, offerings, daily devotionals and etc. Very
lovely chapter if you ask me.

Theritual tools are listed, some old and some new. A well placed chapter on bindings and banishing and
exorcismsis always needed when working with these energies, lest you have something nasty attached to
you. The cleansing ritual are useful and you can, of course, replace the Saint Michael with Hecate, Satan or



any other deity you chose. There's a good method on spirit communication and mediumship. With all the
ritual exercises, Necromantic worksin different cultures, and workings on adaily basis with the spirits, this
book has so much to offer.

The book ends with Dreams of the Dead, ghost haunting how to’s, the 9 day fear of the Dead, other cultures
festivities of the Dead, Samhain, the ritual dumb supper and a nice “after thought”. A book for every
practicioner to have in their library.

Shannon says

For all the controversy Christian Day seemsto garner, | sometimes wonder if people even read his book or
listen to what he says about the occult, because he's actually well informed, whether you agree with him or
not on the occult, you cannot say he's misinformed. This book iswell researched and quite good. With
something that could potentially cut corners, thisis areally good starter book if you're into learning about
necromancy on an actual magickal level or if you just are wonder wtf working with the dead is as aniche
level of interest.

Christian Day can be considered problematic on certain levels, but | aways enjoy reading or hearing him out
on his pod cast. Y ou know where he stands on most topics, which is something | like about him, and why |
liked this book. | hope he writes more...

Michaelle says

Thiswas a pretty good book, not sure I'm ready for some of thisyet but | will keep it in my library for when
I am.




