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Ann Radcliffe'sfirst novel is set in the Middle Ages against the melancholy beauty of mountains and rugged
coasts of the Scottish Highlands, tells the story of the warring clan chieftains of Athlin and Dunbayne. One
of the earliest Gothic tales (1789), it recounts low-born Alleyn's quest for love and honour, and alternates
scenes of passionate feeling with breakneck pursuits. The castle itself, in all its romantic sublimity, becomes
the true focal point of the novel. Long out of print, this edition makes alittle-known treasure available to
modern readers.
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Kwvaotavi?2vog Tooup?kng says

A0 POHOVTIK? KEAUEVO. OHATIK? 1] QY21 KAl N avep?ravn CUUTEPIPOP? TNV ETIOX? TOU
PopOvTIOMO?. ?XEl GTOIXE?A YOTBIKO? TPAUOU OTIC TEPLYPAQP?C TGV GTONV TWV K?20TPWV ? TOV
QUOIK EAIVOU VWY TNG ZKWT?20¢. ECTI?CEl UWC TEPIOC?TEPO CTIC AVOP?TIVEC OX 70EIC LEAETVTAC
avop?riva XapakTnPEIoTIK?, TN Bo7ANon ToU UTOPE? VA d?0€l A?0€1¢ 0 O?0KOAEC KOTAOT?0EIC,
OAA? KUP?WC TO TE?0UA EVOAPKWUAVO aTt? ToVv KU Tou NTVUTE Kal TNV TEPNPVEIQ
EVOUPKWUIN ATT? TOV K?UN TOL 70A1V. 21OV XAPITWUAN 10TOP?20 XWP?C AVATPOTEG E TN A?%0N va
ONVETE AT? TP?EEIC TIOL £2XAV YVEI GTO TIPEABN.

Kailey (BooksforMK s) says

I do love Ann Radcliffe's books, but this first attempt of hersis sort of pathetic. It's amazing to think that she
went on to write such examples of Gothic perfection like Mysteries of Udolpho, The Italian, and Romance of
the Forest.

If you are new to reading Radcliffe, | would NOT recommend starting with this book. There is next to no
dialogue. The characters are not as developed as they could be. The plot twists arejust alittle TOO
convenient. The story could have been fleshed out more and explained better.

But... thereisthislovely little glimmer of the writer that she would eventually become, making it worth the
read. The asides about human nature, the concise but pointed writing style, the suspenseful plot, the
mysterious characters, the apparently supernatural events that turn out to be merely artifice - all these
wonderful elements are still present, just waiting to blossom in her future novels.

Queezle says

Definitely not as good as Mysteries of Udolpho. Very predictable and just a description of plot - in her
Udolpho (the only other book by Radcliffe that I've read) book she has more character development (and
dialogue).

Sotiris Karaiskos says

Juvex(ovtag TNV e&epenan Tou eatvopuvouv Ann Radcliffe 2gtaoca akptB?g otnv apx? Aut?
€01 TO TP?TO TN LUBICT?PNUA KOl L7000 € OUT? UTIOPOUE VO BPO?UE TIDAA? GTOLXE?N ATL? OUT?
TIOU Ba TN XOPAKTNP?00UV TN oLV ?XELA. H 1OTOP?0 TOU dlOdPOMAT?LETAL OTA 2¥pla TOTT?20 TGV
highlands TnN¢ ZKwt?0¢ TNV ETOX? TN OKU?C TOUC, Va 1810 2TEPA POLAVTIK? OKNVIK? dNAad?. H
KOUATO?pa Twv highlands, BA?IETE, AVTITIDOC?TEVE OTA U2TIA TWV AYWYAWY TNE ETIOX 7C TO

OTIOKOP QWA TOU POUAVTICHO?, 20XETA AV TIG OEKOET?EC TIPIV TN CUYYPAE? aLTO? TOL BIBA?0UL Ol



20101 £?2XAV @POVT?0€l VO TNV KATAGTPAPOUV CUCTNHOTIK?. Z€ OUT? TO POUAVTIK? OKNVIK? AOITT,
dladpapat?leTal p?o TuTiK? Radcliffelk? 1oTop?0 NPWIK?VY VEA PV, 2U0PQEWV E70P0UCTWV
Kopaag?20wv, avIKwV €X0p?V KAl OKOTEIVA HUCTIK TI?00 OT? TOUG TO?X0UG ATI?PONTWY K?20TPLv.
200¢ ?X1 T?MoTa oToLda?0 AAA? N ypaE? TNg Ann Radcliffe, ?0w¢ £0? o€ U200 TN O TIPWI?AEIN LOPP?,
?XEL TNV IKAV2TNTO VO LETAUOPPVEL GUTV TNV ATA?TNTO O K?TI TROYUATIK? wpa?0. OT?TE 10
CLUTI?PACUO €VAL ?2T1 ALT?£D? TO BIPA?0 ENVAI P20 KOA? APX? Vi VA TIPOXWP?COVE OTA ETTPUEVA

2pY0 TNG.

Evi Routoula says

KukAo@?pnos avvupa 10 1789, Bewpe?tal To TP?To BIBA?0 NG v PVTKALQ. MpXeTal yia Va
YOTOIK? LUBIOT?pN 0 TIOU OV B2ULoE Tov IBav?n Tou TO70ATEP ZKOT KAl TOV PPOVKESTAV TNG
Z7A\EL. ZTOV MECO2wva OTNV ZKWT?20 KUPIAPX0V dUO OPIOTOKPATIK?C OIKOYVEIEC TIOU {OVE
avt?0tolXa o€ 8?0 K?20TPa, OTO K?0TPO TOU 70A1v Kol TOU NTVuTEL. O KOA?G K?UNG TOL 20A1V KAl O
KOKEVTPEX?C BapV0¢ TOU NTVUTEL AVTILETWIT?Z{OLY 0 VA¢ TOV PAA0V. PeoLSAAIOU?G, ITHOTIOU?CG,
T2%EIC, 7pWrAc, 170N, HOVOUOX 76C, ATIOKAAAPEIG KPUUUAV WY TIONOI V. AUT? TO HUBIOT?pNpa ?Xel 7Ad
TO OTOIXE?O VIO VO CUYKOTAANETAL ETI10 OTIC OYWALK?G, YK 201K VOUB7AeC ToU 180uL atva.
MPAUUVO UE POUAVTIOU?, HECT? 2UWCG, OEV KOLP?LEL UE ATEAEAWTEC TEPLYPUAP?C, TPOPAETTUEVO OF
HEY?AO BaBU?, TP?AQ ALT? OOV APNEl TO CUVA?00NUA TNC OAOKA?PWON G KOl TNC €EIAwoNC.
Avapwtl 24dl av ?XEl YUPLOTE? TIOT? O€ TNAECEIP? aTt? To BBC ?10 ITV, Ba 210V KATATANKTIK? vd TO
PBAETE KavEC!

classicreverie says

Thiswas Ann Radcliffe's first novel written in 1789. It is a story of two castlesin Scotland who are enemies
after the Dunbayne's Baron Malcolm kills the Earl of Athlin during a fight with both clans. Dunbayne is the
victor & keepsfear in the Athlin Castles and al the occupants.Matilda raises her son & daughter after the
Earl's death & triesto keep revenge of her husband at bay so her son will not be fallen too. Y ears later the
son is not sure he should keep his promise to his mother not to seek justice for his father's death. Swooning,
virtue & vice, sword fights, castles, dungeons & beautiful maidens are the main focus. | love thiskind of
book & it isfun to see how Radcliffe throws afew curves. Being familiar with her works | guessed right in
on mystery but was still surprised. | enjoyed this story but it did not surpass her other novels. Worth the read
for alover of Gothic Romance

Adriano Giri says

"The Castles of Athlin and Dunbayne" is Ann Radcliffe's first novel . Although | wouldn't consider thisa
100% gothic novel, it clearly set the way for the following novels that Radcliffe would write. The story takes
place in the Middle Ages, where two clans from two castles (Athlin and Dunbayne) have been fighting over
afamily feud since ancient times. The lord from Dunbayne, Baron Malcolm killed the lord from Athlin, and
now the son of the latter, Osbert, wants to avenge his late father by killing Malcolm himself. All the notion
of the dreary castles, the imprisonment of Obsert and his friend Alleyn, the battles between both clans, and
the treachery actions that take place in this novel, contribute dightly to the idea of what a gothic novel



contains, even though, this time, there are no mysteries to resolve or "supernatural" occurrences. However,
Radcliffe manages to succeed, as usual, by ddivering us a story filled with suspense, action and drama,
focusing the heroism on the man (Osbert or Alleyn) and mixing it with her love for romances. Alleyn isthe
clear example of acourtly lover, who wants to fight for her lady (Mary), just to protect her and see her
happy, since he belongs to an inferior rank to hers. So, ladiesin this novel are more passive and submissive
to the men's actions. However, Osbert fallsinto the semiotic lots of time, when he constantly thinks of his
mother and sister's wellfare, thus obscuring his own emotions or "manliness’. Nevertheless, women here are
willing to sacrifice themselves for the sake of their protectors, and their family, something which would
change a bit later on, with Radcliffe's ather novels, especialy "Udolpho" or "The Romance of the Forest".

blake says

OK, you may not grant this four stars but | will. It'sa delightful little book about an ill-considered attempt to
avenge a murdered father, star-crossed lovers, dungeons, castles, treachery, ghostly sounds, and a lucky
accident of birth.

I know how | have this book: Asayoung man, | read HP Lovecraft's "Horror and the Supernatural in
Literature" and decided to read all the writing he mentioned. Mrs. Radcliffe featured prominently in this
essay, and HPL alwaysreferred to her as "Mrs. Radcliffe". (Pre-Internet, so | had to literally go to a museum
and look her up to find out her first name was"Ann".)

Anyway, the best way to think of Mrs. Radcliffe these daysis the forebear of "Scooby Doo". Although
predated by Horace Walpole, Mrs. Radcliffe basically created the Gothic horror/romance in its dominant
form, with secret staircases, evil uncles, whistling winds that MIGHT BE GHOSTS! and other clichés that
would become the "Old, Dark House" genre.

Now, keep in mind that the movie "Old, Dark House" came out in the '20s, and was sort of the bubble
bursting for those particular horror tropes, which survive to thisday and, as| said, are immortalized in the
"Scooby Doo" cartoon series, and you get a sense of how profound an impact Mrs. Radcliffe (who was born
in 1764!) had.

I do not know if thisis her first book, but it's an early one, and a good starter to seeif thisisthe sort of thing
you'll like. Spoiler aert: Y ou probably won't. Sheis very much a creature of her time and her proseis, well,
not exactly florid, but lacking the spareness popular today on the one hand, and lacking (e.g.) the poetry of
Mrs. Austen.

Northanger Abbey was Jane Austen's nod to Radcliffe, and it's probably better than any of Mrs. Radcliffe's
novels, or at least possessing of a neoclassic sensibility more suited to modern tastes.

(This paragraph coming up could be considered alittle spoilery so maybe stop reading here if you aren't
familiar with the tropes of the Gothic horror.)

But | love this stuff, and really enjoyed this book, even though | knew—and this should not be a spoiler to
anyone who has read a book written between 1750-1925—for example, that the star-crossed lovers would be
saved by a suddenly revealed accident of birth. (Edgar Rice Burroughs used this device repeatedly in the
Tarzan series: You can't get married because you're not noble/not white! But wait! Y ou secretly are!)



It's a fun window into how people used to think. All the swooning ladies and would-be heroes constantly
having their characterstested. The dark castles with their secret dungeons and even more secret passages.
The romantic tying of noblemen's characters to the fates of their kingdoms. Etc.

This edition has a glossary and some explanatory footnotes in the back, so if you're interested in dipping
your toe in to the genre and period, thisis not a bad start.

Wreadel872 says

I've previously read the The Mysteries of Udolpho and the main complaints people have against that are the
overly detailed descriptions and its overall length.

Both of these factors are absent from this shorter work but unfortunately its the poorer for the loss.

Without all that rich description it feels a bit colourless and without the length you simply don't have timeto
get agrip on the characters. Events move at a brakeneck pace and Radcliffe's usual method of suspenseis
undermined by how quickly it then gets resolved.

Its by no meansterrible, there's some interesting bits including a very 'Sofie's Choice' situation.

However it managesto hit every cliche imaginable and has a number of elements very similar to those in
Udolpho. And even if you havn't read any other Radcliffe this still manages to repeat itself on a couple of
points despite its brevity. It's also very predictable.

If you want to read something like this you should probably just try The Castle of Otranto instead, which at
least has some weird stuff to make things more interesting.

Erin H says

For a book with 100 and some odd pages alot happened. After the Earl iskilled by therival clan leader
Malcolm his son Osbert vows revenge. He vows revenge years later which | can see why since he was grown
but then he got captured and that’ s when the story really took off. One of hiswarriors, Alleyn, escapes and
plansto get hislord out of prison all while trying to stop himself from falling in love with Osbert’ s sister
Mary, who isfar above his station and could never actually marry him. Osbert also finds love while a
prisoner with Malcolm’s niece Laura. Thereal “ Gothic” part of the story came with Matilda, Laura’ s mom
and the hardship she went through after her husband died. | really enjoyed Matilda' s story, it made the story
So interesting to see how awoman like her survived living with her husband’ s family and her knowing she
was only there so they could get her lands and wealth. There were parts that were a bit ridiculous. | didn’t
like Osbert’ s poetry if you will every time he saw Laura. | also thought it was a bit ridiculous about Alleyn
and where he really came from, the author was very predictable with that turn of events. | enjoyed the ending
because everyone got their due and the freeing of Osbert was quite successful!

M. says

To be honest | totally missed that this book was set in the middle ages. If this had been my first Radcliffe



novel | might be less harsh in my judgement. However, having read three previous novels (her masterwork
Mysteries of Udolpho, The Romancein the Forest, and A Sicilian Romance), | found this, Radcliffe's first
novel to be the least sophisticated. Moreover, in looking back at my order in reading Radcliffe, each previous
novel seems to be the author's testing ground. The Castles of Athlin and Dunbayne include too many
descriptive passages and poor timing. The scenes and suspense are interesting, however the pacing of the
book is off. Radcliffe has some shining moments in this book, but again, it clearly wasn't her at her best.

If you are starting out with Radcliffe and only plan on reading one her books (everyone should read at |east
one) check out The Romance in the Forest. The length is not a huge commitment like The Mysteries of
Udolpho and the characters are developed and more complex.

Anna says

hidden castle passageways, fainting maidens, kidnapping and incest.

Grace Harwood says

Thiswas avery enjoyable short novel by Ann Radcliffe (her first, | believe) relating a Highland Romance
detailing afeud between two families (the Baron Malcolm and Osbert and his clan). The Baron, like all
Radcliffe villains, is thoroughly nasty with lots of nefarious plans to inflict on any who dare to stand in his
way. Osbert, like all Radcliffe heroes, is dightly ineffectual and ends up spending most of the actionin
prison. Poor old Mary (his sister) gets kidnapped twice before the ultimate (and utterly unsurprising) happy
ending. Read it in around an hour and a half - and it wasn't a bad way to beguile the time away. Definitely
recommend it.

Emma says

This novel by Ann Radcliffe sets the scene with beautiful and mysterious landscapes, dangerous yet serene
forests and a perfect family whose peace and tranquility is shattered by the evil actions of a heighbouring
tyrant. Though faced with unimaginable challenges and the pains of true love, each character shineswith a
virtue and steadfastness that reproaches our own corrupt 21st century. Though, short, this novel doesn't in
any way lack the excitement and adventure of any other Gothic novel. It isfull of danger, love and shocking
surprises that keep us on the edge of our seats; including a perfect ending which adds to the novels overall
charm. I, personally, love a solid, happy ending, and | certainly wasn't disappointed. Our heroes and heroines
arefinally repaid for al the heartache, abuse and torment they endured throughout their stories. This story is
full of sword-fighting, daring escapes, a handsome set of heroes and beautiful heroines, it's atale of loyalty
and love, complete with our very own evil villain, all the while taking us on the adventure of alifetime.
Overdl, | givethisnovel a8/10. My only complaint isthat it's too short!

PLEASE FOLLOW MY BLOG TO READ MORE BOOK REVIEWS!!! THANK YOU!!! <3
http://beautyandthebookxxx.blogspot.c...




L ee Foust says

For the completest, Ann Radcliffe's first slightly clunky attempt at a Gothic romance. In retrospect it's easy
to see both the promise of better Gothics to come, and to isolate why her later work is so much more
successful. Mainly it's thefiligree that's enjoyable about Ms. Radcliffe's art. The plot hereis serviceable,
generally predictable, its complications and outcomes pretty much expected--using the two couples/double
marriage at the end--with enough surprises and unexpected or secret complications--notably the killing off of
the villain two chapters before the end--to keep a reader awake. Notably lacking here, however, are the
Italian setting, the detailed landscape descriptions, and the faux supernatural elements that make Romance of
the Forest, Mysteries of Udolpho, and The Italian so much better. Funny, but when | annually teach The
Italian in my Gothic Literature course students complain about the romance's length and about having to
wade through so much description of the Italian landscape, castles, ruins, Naples, not to mention the dark
dungeons of the inquisition in Rome. | think that The Castles of Athlin and Dunbayne, however, proves that
without such visua fluff, aromance plot, no matter how artfully handled, after so many centuries of
separated lovers struggling to get back together despite kidnapping, pirates, dragons, and miscreant
noblemen and/or importunate aunts, just isn't enough to hold our interest. Thank goodness Ms. Radcliffe
shifted the scene to Italy and began injecting those ghostly visitations and long, beautiful descriptions of the
rocky Apennines, solidifying the Gothic romance we now know so well for all time.




