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When Minerva Day's grandson turns up missing at a Christmas carnival, her daughter accuses Minerva of his
murder. Could she have done such a thing? Had she forgotten to take her medicine? The unnerving thought
haunts Minerva, just like it did four years earlier when her husband died of a mysterious illness. Then
Walter, a new love, brings balance into Minerva's life. But it is short-lived-her daughter won't let go of the
nagging suspicions that her mother is guilty of the most horrendous of crimes.

KIRKUS BOOK REVIEW

A suspenseful thriller about mental illness, the nature of the truth and what it means to be family.
Minerva Day is at odds with her children, thirty-two year old twins Piper and John. Their father, Henry, has
just died,
and they think she had something to do with it. Keele’s novel follows the strained familial relations and
chaos that ensue.
In the years following Henry’s death, Piper and John also start to suspect that Minerva suffers from severe
mental illness
that she hasn’t revealed; their beliefs are spurred on by her frequent strange, irrational comments, her
hoarding
tendencies and a seemingly constant lack of empathy. The twins’ suspicions are confirmed when Piper and
her husband,
George, leave their adopted son, Fellow, in Minerva’s care—and he disappears. The community searches for
Fellow, but
terrible tragedy awaits: His dead body is discovered in a ravine near the carnival where he was last seen; the
heartbreak
takes a toll on everyone. When Minerva is charged with the crime, it becomes clear that no one—not even
her—is sure
who killed Fellow or why they would want to. Keele’s well-written novel can be a page-turner at times,
though it goes
beyond being a simple mystery by taking a fascinating look at mental illness and how it is perceived and
dealt with, both
by its sufferers and those affected. While the plausibility is somewhat questionable that a person suffering
from such
severe mental illness would not yet be receiving care, Keele adeptly maps out realistic familial relationships,
ones
muddled by emotional strife but also founded on unconditional love.
A well-crafted mystery that explores the challenges of mental illness.

--Kirkus Indie Reviews

READERS' FAVORITE BOOK REVIEW



Reviewed by Lit Amri for Readers' Favorite

Minerva’s turbulent relationship with her daughter, Piper, becomes more intense when her adopted grandson,
Fellow, is abducted and murdered. Piper accuses her mother of the heinous crime but is Minerva really to
blame? The tragic event leads to questions regarding her husband's death four years earlier due to a
mysterious illness. Minerva Day is an intriguing and enigmatic tale by Christie Keele that takes readers to
explore an aging woman's intricate and at times dangerous mind.

Keele’s writing style is truly superb. It is the type that really takes you into the story; the vivid details of the
characters’ emotions and the surroundings are captured perfectly as if you are watching a film instead of
reading a book. This makes the pacing of the story smooth supported by a sharp, realistic dialogue.
Minerva’s mind is just a fascinating, multifaceted place to unravel page by page. I was caught between
sympathy and anger towards her and her daughter Piper. I found their relationship quite toxic and I was on
edge until the end, where everything was finally revealed.

Keele deftly portrays the darker side of human’s psyche through the family’s tumultuous tragedies. That
being said, the disturbing concept of the story is a double-edged sword. Personally, there are no lovable
characters for me, although they are all believable as well as interestingly complex. Some readers would not
mind the gloomy story line at all but others might find it as a challenging read. All things considered,
Minerva Day is a page turner through and through.

"Christie Keele writes with an impressive honesty and clarity about the complexities of motherhood and
marriage. Her debut novel combines unsolved murder, family drama and occasional bouts of insanity to
produce a disturbing page turner. Minerva Day is a character who will stay with you long after the book's
compelling conclusion." Laura Brodie, author of The Widow's Season and All the Truth

"Minerva Day puts a new twist on the complexity of family relationships--especially during a crisis. Yet the
community seems oblivious to the undercurrents. A good read." Lonna Enox, author of The Last Dance
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From Reader Review Minerva Day for online ebook

Kirti Rajput says

I received this book for free from Goodreads First Reads.

This book was compelling. It really was really interesting. I was excited to turned pages to find out what
Minerva would do next. I really got in to the lives of the other characters. You can also feel that sense of
atmosphere in the book where the characters would interact with each other.I would recommend others to
read this book.

Kathy Gray says

I was not too sure if I liked this book at first. But I did like it once I got through reading it. This was sort of
disturbing to read because of my being close to the age of Minerva and trying to relate to her. She was quite
the character. The family dynamics can relate to almost anybody.

Autumn says

I won this book as a Goodreads First Read. When I first read this book I thought, "Boy, I just do not like
anyone in this book." But for me, that was part of the charm. This is not a "feel-good" book by any means,
and honestly that is why I liked it. This is a story about a true dysfunctional family. One that is odd,
unlikeable, and full of tragic circumstances. At first, when I read it, I was a little put off by the situation, but
once I got into the book... I loved the little turns all along the way. I will recommend this book to those who
are a fan of books that love a good book with a crazy twisted ending.

Patricia Ibarra says

The son and daughter of Minerva stand at the bedside of their dying father. Upon his death, Minerva shows
no emotion. She is more worried about her cat.. One day she took grandson to a Christmas carnival, whom
her daughter and husband wanted to adopt and she thought of all devious ways to hinder his formal adoption,
and when she came out of the bathroom, he was missing. Her daughter, who had never got along with her,
accused her of killing him. She mentions her suspicions to all those around her. Minerva, on the other hand,
starts questioning if she could have done such a horrible thing. Could she have done it? Have you ever heard
of dysfunctional families ? Well, here you have one. I found them so nuts that I sometimes was reading a
science fictions novel.

Debra Jeakins says

MINERVA DAY's husband is dead. Did Minerva kill him? MINERVA DAY'S grandson is dead, did



Minerva kill him?

I enjoyed MINERVA DAY. It is a quick read and a real page turner. The characters are developed and could
be any family anywhere & the plot could be happening to any family anywhere. I look forward to reading
more from this author.

I received this book from goodreads in exchange for a review

Suzanne says

What a great first novel! Christie Keele weaves a disturbingly real family story during a time of unspeakable
sadness. Those of us facing our senior years can identify a bit with Minerva as she ages a bit less than
gracefully! Left me very thankful for the relationship I have with my own daughters.
Looking forward to more reads by this author.

Elizabeth says

I received this book for free through Goodreads First Reads.

WOW!!!!! This book is AWESOME!!! And heart breaking, and full of twists and turns!! I couldn't figure out
who was good and who was bad!!!! Who's side I really wanted to be on. I could not turn the pages fast
enough with this book!!!

"When Minerva Day's grandson turns up missing at a Christmas carnival, her daughter accuses Minerva of
his murder. Could she have done such a thing? Had she forgotten to take her medicine? The unnerving
thought haunts Minerva, just like it did four years earlier when her husband died of a mysterious illness.
Then Walter, a new love, brings balance into Minerva's life. But it is short lived, her daughter won't let go of
the nagging suspicions that her mother is guilty of the most horrendous of crimes."

I could not figure this book out!!! Which is the best kind of book. Definitely a page turner with lots of
"WOW" moments!!! This book is about tragedy, love, compassion, forgiveness and family. I would totally
reread this book! It was that good. The ending still haunts me! READ THIS BOOK, it is a fantastic read!
This book made me a Christie Keele fan for life! :)

Sue Em says

DISCLAIMER... I received this a part of the Goodreads First Read Program

The blurbs and subject matter were a little off-putting to me, but once I actually started reading I found it to
thought-provoking and compelling. Minerva Day is an older woman whose mental disturbances cause her
family to suspect that she may have murdered her husband and her grandchild, Fellow. The implications of
the suspicions work on the rest of the family and their internal dynamics and how it plays out will keep you
interested and reading -- to the ending twist.



Darrin Mason says

I wanted to find out for myself where all these great reviews came from so I read Minerva Day. Now I know
where they came from. The author has written something very special here in which the mind of a troubled
woman is examined with a deft and professional touch. This is a page turner that is highly recommended to
lovers of mystery and lovers of great stories that are told well. Go you good thing. 5 STARS :D

Candace Woodward says

I was hooked from the beginning! I had so many different feelings about Minerva throughout the story, and
even now that I have finished, I am not sure how I feel about her. There were times where I felt so sorry for
her, angry with her, and happy for her. It really was a wonderful story, especially for an author's first novel! I
definitely recommend reading it.

Jessica | Booked J says

Full review here: http://bookandbroadway.blogspot.com/2...
and soon to be on Tumblr, here: http://bookgirl.co.vu

Minerva Day is the perfect example of a book that deserves more hype than it's given. It's a real page turner
with many twists and turns that you never know quite what to think, what's really happened and what
direction you'll be pulled in next. It's chilling, it's haunting and it really, really keeps you intrigued as you try
to navigate the minds of its character.

With its touchy subject matter to the excellent writing featured inside, there simply isn't enough said about
the novel. While it has its flaws and won't be for everyone, it's truly an excellent read for those who enjoy
darkness and mystery and all the baggage that comes with such stories. It captures a creepy tone perfectly
and keeps you interested with its twists and turns and how the story plays out keeps you reading until it ends.

Minerva is fuzzy on two major tragic events in her life, due to her struggle with mental illness: her husbands
death, four years ago, and her grandson's disappearance while they were at a carnival. It's an unforgettable
ride and there's not much I can add to my review without revealing too much. But what will you learn by
stories end...

I can't tell you. I won't lie to yourself and say you aren't left feeling you wanted more from it. I am not going
to lie and say that this novel will connect with you or make you feel good. It's purpose is not to make you
happy, it's purpose is to intrigue you and bring you into the thick of it all, through the haze that is mental
illness and memory and tragedy.



Burma Turner says

I won this from Goodreads, thank you!
Thoroughly enjoyed this book. Minerva Day is a 55 year old woman with mental health problems. She
doesn't always take her medicine, which turns out very bad. This is a real page turner, you get caught up the
story and have to keep reading. Very well-written, highly recommend!

Carolyn says

I won this book on goodreads.com. The story starts out interesting, but slowly loses steam. The characters
are believable, but for me the main story line seemed to drag on forever and then left me wondering what
happened. The end left me with more questions than answers. I am glad I didn't pay for this one!

Trisha Cepeda says

A very well written novel about a mentally ill women and the problems of her family, takes you on a journey
through hatred, anger, love and heartbreak. Not to mention the twist at the end of the story!

Denise says

I received this book free through the Goodreads First Reads program.

Christie Keele's first novel is a very well written tale of a dysfunctional family. Minerva Day is the mentally
ill matriarch of the family. She is suspected of maybe helping along the death of her husband four years ago.
While have a mental "spell", she loses her grandson at a carnival. This novel chronicles the further
breakdown of the family mostly from the viewpoint of Minerva.


