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College freshmen Seth and Diana volunteer in an emergency room to learn how to save lives — and along
the way, they learn to live

Seth volunteers at City Hospital to get first-hand experience with emergency medicine — and get
comfortable with blood and trauma before attending medical school, so he'll have an edge over the
competition. Diana volunteers in the inner-city ER to save the world, one patient at a time. If she gets to
show up arrogant Seth too, so much the better. The one thing these two college freshmen share is a desire to
be a part of the ER's action. Tonight, hour by hour and minute by minute, they will get their wish as they
confront a student with a gunshot wound, the victim of a gruesome motorcycle accident, and a kidnapping
gone horribly awry. Their adrenaline-fueled night will alter the course of Seth and Diana's lives — and the
lives of everyone in the emergency room — forever.
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From Reader Review Emergency Room for online ebook

Lauren Dahl says

I thought that this book was really good. This book was really interesting and made it really easy for me to
connect to this book. The reason that it was so easy for me to connect is because I really want to work in the
medical field when I get older. So, for this book there was a few things that I didn´t like about it, for
example, when it would switch the charters from one chapter to another got a little confusing for me. But, in
the end this book was really interesting and made me want to read more.

Paige says

This book was sort of confusing. There were just way too many storylines to follow, and it took the last few
pages for them to all coincide. Was not a fan of this book.

Alexa Greening says

“Emergency Room” by Caroline B. Cooney was an okay book in my opinion. There was a lot to follow
throughout this book. Many stories were taking place and it was hard to understand. I would most likely not
read this book again.

The book started out with some college students. Jersey, one of the three friends, decided that she would go
to the mall when the sun was starting to set. It would be dark out on her walk home. The city was not safe at
night. On her way to the mall, she was shot and taken to the hospital. When this is taking place, there is a
man named Alex, who decided to take his cousins motorcycle for a ride. He was going too fast and he wiped
out. He was rushed to the hospital in an ambulance. There are a couple families in the waiting room when a
gunman comes in and takes a child from one of the families. He tries to escape with the baby. Will he be
caught? Will the patients be okay? Read “Emergency Room” to find out.

I recommend “Emergency Room” to ages 12 and up. I personally didn't relate to this book because I am
neither a college student nor a volunteer. There were a lot of things going on throughout this book that only
people ages 12 and up would understand.

Denise says

Perhaps my expectations were too high. I love Flight #116 is down. It will always be one of my favorite
young adult novels. This, however is quite unlike it. The use of time, and a variety of characters is similar,
but I didn't care for any of them. Whatever their plight might be, I merely thought that sucks for them. The
most likeable character is an eight year old girl who is wise beyond her years, and even then, it's more pity
for her and her situation. It's been awhile since I read a book and didn't care for one character. I read the book
with complete detachment, and I cannot think of anything more offensive for a writer to hear. I have never



seen so many annoying characters.

Ashley Tan says

4.8/5 stars

the plot is good but the p.o.v. sometimes confuses me cuz there are no names for each start of the chapter to
determine who's p.o.v. it is.

Becomeaduck says

How do we even start?

A friend and I have a tradition of re-reading childhood favorites aloud. After enjoying The Face on the Milk
Carton, we picked this one up in hopes of finding more delightfully ludicrous imagery.

The book began with some promising passages. One of our favorites: "She did not realize that a bullet had
shoved her down until she saw her black clothes turning red. Very red. As if she had suddenly decided to die
them scarlet." (Because black clothes can definitely turn red. And dying something red is a good simile for
being red.)

A little later, we found some similes that warranted the star in our rating: "Seth's grin remained in place like
a computer spreadsheet." (Apt comparison. Those computer spreadsheets, they're not going ANYWHERE.)
Incidentally, Seth also had "eyes that burned blue like some alien fire." (SO HOT.)

However, it took great effort for us to get this far. We almost gave up, and soon after, did. As Connecticut
natives, we were able to identify "this college" as Yale and "the City" as New Haven, famous for its pizza.
Though the portrayal of Yale students was cringingly accurate of the stereotypical pretentious Ivy League
student, we were dismayed by EVERYTHING ELSE. This book was literally nonstop racism, sexism,
classism, size-ism, and generally concerning ignorance towards people in non-white, lower class social
standings.

Female characters were almost exclusively described in terms of physical attractiveness and body type, urban
patients were casually dehumanized, typical "manly man" and "girly girl" stereotypes were reinforced and
romanticized, and the city itself was criminalized for containing racial, ethnic, and class diversity.

If the social and moral subtext of this book are as easily internalized as its graphic imagery, we are
frightened for its impact on impressionable readers.

Seriously, we wish we could give this 0 stars.

Quinlyn says

This was another disappointment by Caroline Cooney. Emergency room was really boring. It did have some



suspense, but nothing compared to her other books. I would recommend this to people who don't like a lot
going on in the books they read. I would not recommend this to anyone who is looking for a thrilling, on the
edge of your seat kind of book. This book was about two volunteers who worked at a the City Hospital. They
discovered the true hectic-ness of an Emergency room. They dealt with drug battle victims, motorcycle
accidents, saving baby's lives, discovering the man in bed 8 just might be your father who left you years ago,
and a gun holdup right in the hospital waiting room. It was truly unimpressive, and disappointing. Hopefully
I can expect more from Caroline's next books.

Carlos Aguirre says

7:what is the most interesting scene in the novel? what did the writer do to catch your intrest?
A- the most interesting scene in the book is when when alec is brought in the hospital after a motorcycle
accident, because i like motorcycles and i like to watch on youtube bikes and motorcycles accidents and i
was thinking about how harmed he could be, like with his hip broken or his back fragmented into a thousand
pieces of bones, and what the autor do for get my interest is that he used dramatic words for explaining this
event and the accidents.

8: what would be out of character for the main character? in other words, what would he or she most likely
never do?
A- what diana and seth would never do is to leave their patients in theemergency room like giving up their
work, they never would leave the motorcycle accidented boy, the gunshot wound victim, and muchless the
baby.

Mersim says

Date: 10/13/11
Genre: Mystery
Author: Caroline B. Cooney
Page: 3-8

This book is about a girl named Jersey. She got accepted to her dads college and that college has a dorm. Her
dad gave her hundred dollars because Jersey got accepted into her dad's college. With that money, Jersey
wants to go to the mall to buy shoes. She really wants to go to the mall with her two best friends Mai and
Susan but they had a lab on Mondays so they couldn't go with Jersey. Jersey to go to the mall so she got out
of the college at night and went to mall. Suddenly, she heard gun shots and she was flung against the
pavement. She saw her black clothes turn red.

This book made me realize that it is dangerous outside at night.
I recommend this book to people that like mystery books.
An Important lesson I learned is don't go outside when it is night. Nothing good happens at night.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Date: 10/17/11
Page: 9-27

This two chapters is about a guy named Seth and a girl named Diana. They were both college freshmen



students that were volunteering in a Emergency Room to learn stuff before medical School. He would be
helping the doctor, nurses, etc. Seth and Diana really wanted to see a person come with a gun shot wound
which makes them really happy for some reason. Later on, nurses decided Diana should work with the
insurance people in the hospital. Diana was so furious because she did not volunteer so she could work with
the insurance people and also Seth will be working with the Doctors and Nurses. Diana was really freaked
out about the people that were in the waiting room. Seth was laughing at Diana because she had to work in
the insurance place.

I think the author wrote this book to show you doctors and nurses work really hard.
I recommend this book to people who like mystery.
Why is Diana working in the Insurance Place and Seth isn't?
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 10/25/11
Page 28-44

In the first couple of pages,it is about a girl named Anna Maria. She had one young brother named Jose and a
younger sister named Yasmin. Anna Marie wanted to take them to the waiting room in the Hospital because
it was air-conditioned, had a tv, full of people and thing to watch, Water fountain and they gave you crayons
and paper while you waited. Jose was two, Yasmin was four and Anna Maria was eight. After this chapter,
Diana needs to find out who is Miss Sczevyl. She goes into this room and asked a attendant who is Sczevyl.
He pointed to a girl who is a fighting, kicking, screaming, swearing psychotic. Diana keeps asking her
questions but she is not answering. Also Diana believes she is not really Sczevyl. She believes it was made
up so the Insurance people marked her as Unknown.

I think the author wrote this because some kids actually have to take care of their brothers or sisters even
though they are all young.
Where is Anna Maria's parents?
Why is nobody taking care of her?
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Date: 10/31/11
Page 45-61

The first chapter was about a kid that ripped his palm open on the broken glass of a car window. Later on in
this chapter, there is a women named Barbie and she basically ask questions about what happened to the
people. One guy smokes crack, drinks vodka, does heroin, and takes pills. In the next chapter, it is about a
guy named Alec. His cousin has a new motorcycle and Alec tries it out with no helmet. Alec drove really fast
and each mile would take him a minute. He tried to make a hard right turn at top speed but he did not make it
and was out of time. In the next chapter, it goes back to Jersey. Medics are right next to her and they are
wandering why she got shot. She sees them but she is to weak to talk or even move. Finally she manages to
tell them if she is going to be all right and they said they will do everything they can to make her feel better.
The next chapter is about Diana hearing the GSW's (Gunshot Wounds). They describe the name, age, and the
problem of the person on the loud speaker. Diana did not want to miss out on 3 GSW!

Why do doctors and nurses love gunshot wounds so badly?
Did the guy that smokes crack, drinks vodka, does heroin, and takes pills died?
Will Jersey ever go to the city because of this?
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Date: 11/4/11
Page 62-100



The first chapter is about the 3 GSW victims arriving at the hospital. They are trying to found out who was
the one who shot them and the officers think it is one of the victims. In the next chapter, Alec hit his face
head first. He was suprisingly unconsciousness. The ambulance were not coming anytime soon because the
city hospital takes a long time getting to a place. Next Chapter is about Anna Maria. In this whole chapter,
she just sits in the waiting room and finally, she leaves. In the next chapter, the ambulance finally arrived for
Alec. In his mouth there is Gravel, Teeth, and Blood. They use a suction tube, they put it in his mouth and it
sucked everything out of his mouth. He could not breathe because the suction tube was taking his air. The
next chapter is about Diana. She told Seth that she thinks the guy in Bed Eight is her father. The next chapter
is about a girl named Roo. She has to take care of her twins and her mother was five miles away from her but
her mother could not help. She decides to bring them to the city hospital which is really similar to Anna
Maria's case. The next one is about Seth telling Diana We should kill your father. Diana told Seth He left
Diana and her mother when Diana was 4 and left them so he could marry somebody else. Diana is not sure
what she should do.

Why do the officers think it's one of the victims that shot himself and another two people?
Who died because of the gunshot?
How is Diana sure that the guy in Bed Eight is really her father?
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Date: 11/7/11
Page 101-121

In the first chapter, it is about Jersey. She is losing so much blood and her blood color is yellow. Jersey was
going into shock which caused her body to shut down. In the next chapter, it was about Alec. Alec needed
oxygen so they took a 2 inch needle and poked it between the bones on his wrist. Seth was really close from
puking near the doctors so a nurse took him out of there. In the next chapter, it is about Roo, a 15 year old
mother with twins. She went to the hospital because her twins had a "fever." She went there because the
hospital was air conditioned and had tv. Roo sat next to two girls and colored with them. She let two
strangers hold her twins(not a smart mother). The two girls were Anna Maria and Yasmin. Later on, drug
dealers came into the hospital and half the waiting room people left because they knew who they were. They
were in the KSI and they are basically drugs dealers and they would murder people too. One of the guys
named Dunk wanted to see Tilltson and Dunk said Im his brother. The nurse said your white and Tilltson is
Black. Dunk then left.

Why did Roo let the strangers hold her twins?
Who is the father of the twins?
Why does Dunk want to see Tillitson?
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Date: 11/9/11
Page 122-156

In the first chapter, it is about a homeless women named Norma. She get brought to the hospital once a week
because when she is drunk, she might hurt herself or another person. In the next chapter, it is about Dunk. He
is trying to find a way to get past the hospital security so he could kill Tilltson. Dunk got in the hospital and
he thinks now he could kill Tilltson. In the next chapter it is about Roo. Roo is thinking of abandoning her
two twins because she thinks taking care of them is to much! She is deciding whether she should be with
them or abandon them and never see them again. Next chapter, it is about Ana Marie. She knows she has to
get her brother and sister out of the Hospital. She knows who Dunk is and what he does for living. If Ana
Marie does not get out of there on time, there will be trouble. In the next chapter, Diana sees a women with a
doll. She looks closely and says "That's not a doll, that's a Baby!" The women kept swinging the baby around



and Diana was frightened. Barbie, one of the nurses told Diana to grab the baby and so she did. A nurse
came quickly and took the baby quickly. That was the first time Diana ever held a baby and she was
frightened to. Diana knew what was going to happen to the baby. It was going to die!

Why does Dunk want Tilltson dead so badly?
How does Ana Marie know Dunk?
The Important lesson I learned is if you think there might be trouble, get out of that place. Nothing good will
happen there.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Date: 11/14/11
Page 157-178

What happened is that a kid has brain tumor. He is in the hospital with both of his parents. They have not
been seen by a doctor for a while and the mother is crying because she thinks her son might die. They have
been waiting in the treatment room for a while. Later on, Seth sees a women and her daughter. The women
told Seth my daughter got a asthma attack yesterday and this morning. While Seth was bringing them to the
7th floor, he used the wrong elevator and that elevator led somewhere else. While he was pushing her
daughter on a wheel chair, she was getting a asthma attack. He quickly rushed to the Pediatric and he by
accident ran over her mother's foot. Seth gave the girl on the wheelchair to a nurse and he covered his name
tag so the mother can't file a suit against him. Dunk had his gun out in the Waiting Room. He was pointing
the gun at everybody and the cops told him to relax. The nurse took Yasmin and hid her somewhere. Dunk
took Val out of the stroller because she was screaming and he ran with her somewhere downstairs.

Why did Dunk pull his gun out in the Waiting Room?
Where was Seth when Dunk pulled out his gun?
Where is the rest of the officers or securities?
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Date: 11/17/11
Page 179-213

What happened is that Anna Marie thought to herself that the cops hate having children around when the bad
guy has a gun. In the next chapter, Anna Marie quickly got the stroller and beat it. In the next chapter, Roo
was thinking about Cal and espically Val. She said even though they drive me crazy, they still love me no
matter what and I love them. In the next chapter, Seth entered a Green tunnel which was located in a
Basement. He was walking around and then he bumped into a guy with a gun and a baby (Dunk). Seth said
She needed a diaper change so he took her away from Dunk. Dunk asked where the exit is and Seth said
keep going straight and make a right at the end of the tunnel. Seth walked with the baby and entered a door
full of cops pointing there guns at him. Seth said Im just a volunteer. A guy gave me this baby and he ran to
that green tunnel. All of the cops dashed toward that green tunnel with there guns. Next chapter, Roo was so
happy to change Val's Diaper. She was never this happy before and she loves them both even more. The next
chapter, Diana was so happy that Seth was really brave. Seth was her hero. Finally Seth asked her to a movie
and a dinner and Diana said Yes.

Kristin Vela says

Caroline B. Cooney is one of my favorite authors and she hasn't disappointed me yet. One thing i really liked
about this book was how intense it was with all the accidents and stuff. It had that creepiness to it. The only
thing I didn't like about the book was that in the beginning half of the book, I got confused a couple times
because this book jumps to another even and person every chapter. The biggest event is a young mother



getting her baby taken hostage in the hospital but she gets it back later. That really got interesting.

Taylor says

Reminiscent of Diane Hoh's young adult fiction series 'Med Center,' Caroline Cooney's Emergency Room
was both an abrupt slap in the face and a tantalizing window into MY possible future.

Miss Cooney provided a startling peek at reality for me, a girl who's head has been filled with sugar-plum
fairies laden with syringes and dramatic, beautiful doctors ever since I was a child. No more would hospitals
be mentally recorded as nice, sweet places for clean people to get treated for their natural illnesses; no.
They were, in fact, buildings riddled with people who desprately needed that twenty-fifth hour; who tried to
save people but couldn't be bothered if they didn't; who called themselves doctors and weren't people,
exactly, but machines with only one purpose: cure.

The sad thing is? There won't always be enough time, enough people. There won't always be enough funds to
ensure everyone gets the help they need. Miss Cooney opened the door in this fashion, let me see what goes
on in our not-so-perfect world.

Without ruining anything further...read this book. Not only is it harsh, philosophical and challenging, it's
also a story about romance, trust, and coming of age. Enjoy the wonders of literacy.

Thalia says

Dear Charan

I'm reading a book entitled Cooney Emergency Room by Caroline B. Cooney which is a work of non-fiction.
My observations about a character name Diana is that she is a nice person and everyone in her job takes over
her kindness. She works in the emergency room." This isn't fair! thought Diana, cheeks scarlet with
confusion and embarrassment from drunks". Ever time a patient comes to get auxiliary they always leave her
the drunk ones to her and everyone makes fun of her. While reading this book i learn three things. They
always leave the drunk patients to Diana. Secondly,Seth hated having to learn new things. He liked knowing
everything already. Sometimes Seth is a jerk in front of people and strangers and his friends. In Diana job at
the Emergency Room no ones call her by her name Diana, Everyone calls her "Volunteer". Everyone in the
job has nick names that they like to be call but Diana just want them to call her by her name , but everyone
call's her Volunteer. Would Diana do something that everyone would thank her for and they start calling her
by her name?. Diana office is a small cubicle therefor other people has bigger rooms. This book makes me
think that do people actually gets treaded like that in real life ?
This book makes me realize that people everywhere in general there's people that are sweat and other people
are cold hearted and take advantage of them. Treat others how you want to be treaded, Never judge people
on how they look or base on what you looking. This character remains me of one of my friend that use to
work in a store. The manager kept telling her to do certain things that she wasn't so post to do. Her co-
workers use to make fun of her . They use to say that why she doing things she weren't so post to and that
she dum for listing to the manager. But one day they promoted her as manager since she knew more. She had
told the other co-workers that made fun of her to do certain things and they did it. She just watch them do it
laughing at them. If I was Diana I would of curse them out saying that so what if she gets the hard patients



she saving people from getting hurt. She doing what she has to do. An important lesson to do is never let no
one laugh at you even when its your responsibility to take care of people. I'd recommend this book to people
that work in the emergency room . After they finish reading the book they should talk about it and talk about
what would happen if they was in her situation. Sincerely, Charan

Jen says

So this was a book I read a million times in middle school and is hilarious to return to now when I'm working
as a chaplain at a Level 1 trauma hospital, often on call for the ER. Cooney got a lot right; the ebb and flow,
the weird little world unto itself that the ER can be, the interplay of personalities and hierarchies within the
ER--all of that is pretty close to what I'm experiencing, which made it a little jarring when I would leave
work to read about work. Cooney also nails the brevity of ER patients; just like most of the characters here,
you don't get to know them and you don't get to see the end of the story. Life and patients move on.

The structure is great, the setting is solid, but the characters, unfortunately, are ridiculous. Cooney suffers
from her own melodrama, to an extent, and I hated both of the main characters are flat fools slotting neatly
into gender expectations with little fuss. I do appreciate the ways Cooney gave us both sides of a scene and
the interplay between Seth and Diana, but especially at the end I was absolutely on the side of the nurses who
found them insufferable. The subplots were really quite good, but Seth and Diana kind of spoil the whole
thing. There were also a number of ethnic and socioeconomic stereotypes that just felt too easy for this,
although many of them are often true.
Good for a foray into ER culture (though dated), but not something I'm going to keep around.

Tjw says

Emergency Room

If you like a book with weird ways of getting hurt or surgery type of things, this is your book. In my opinion
the book is ok but not really an attention grabber.
This book takes place at a city hospital. The hospital is a public hospital, were people can come off the street
and get treated no matter what the problem.
The doctors just need to know where you live and you be able to get help. A few people argue with the
doctors because they think their addresses are top secret and don’t wont to tell their addresses.
The staff is always busy whether its helping a patient or in the surgery room. They also move extremely fast
to help emergencies.
Another aspect of this book is there is a lot of people who get shot and bleed badly.
This is my book overview.

Steph says

Fun fact: This was the first book I ever picked out myself (at a Scholastic event in grade school no less) and
read all on my own. It wasn't for school or a reading group, I read it because I chose it. For some reason, I



just remembered it today and might have to reread for the nostalgia.

Sam says

This was a pretty good book. It centers around two college volunteers, Diana and Seth, and their experience
in an ER. It also tells of several other peoples stories, Jersey a college student, Roo a young mother and her
twins, Alec a seventeen year old and Anna Maria and her two younger siblings. It really a incite into an ER.

I think it would be exciting to be apart of such a fast past world but I don't know if I would be able to keep
up.

Debbie says

Seth and Diana are college freshmen who dream of being doctors. They are not in medical school yet, but
they volunteer at City Hospital, a famous teaching hospital in a large city. Their reasons for volunteering are
mixed--they want to help people, of course, but they also want to make themselves look good to medical
school admissions officers. And, they want a front-row seat to the drama of serious injuries. On this
particular day, Seth and Diana will get more education about medicine and themselves than they ever
dreamed.

Definitely a page-turner and fans of medical drama or suspense will enjoy Cooney's face-paced, realistic
style.

Jesus D. says

The book “Emergency Room” by Caroline B. Cooney is a fantastic book! The novel follows Seth and Diana,
two college students who are volunteering in the emergency room at the hospital. I really liked the book
because it was full of action and suspense, which is expected in a book that takes place in an ER. This book
appealed to me due to my interest in the medical field. It was interesting reading about the characters because
they seem realistic, and had to deal with problems without the knowledge of an experienced doctor. The one
thing I didn’t like about the novel was how short it was. Aside from that, it was great. I would highly
recommend this book to anyone interested in the medical profession.

Home School Mum 3 says

Couldn't really get into this book, spelling awful in places.

Sati Marie Frost says

I've read a few of these multi-character emergency books by Cooney - this one, Flight 116 is Down, Flash



Fire - and I'm never sure quite how I feel about them. I want to give props to the author for trying a different
type of story - nobody can say Caroline B. Cooney doesn't experiment; in addition to these she's done sweet
wholesome romances, family dramas, truly strange paranormal romances, mild horrors, historicals, trashy
chick-lit, and more - but the book doesn't quite work for me. It's exciting, and I certainly enjoyed the drama
when I was younger, but the style doesn't lend itself to creating memorable characters. The nature of a book
like this, where the action is constant and an entire ER full of people are written about over a 90-minute
period, ensures that you never get to know any of them that well.

This doesn't necessarily have to be a fault. One of the things that strikes me most often when reading Cooney
is how universal human emotions are; how anyone anywhere can have the same feelings of pain, love, fear,
humiliation, relief, pride, rage, that you or I have felt a thousand times. Books like this bring that fact home,
perhaps because the characters are shallow enough to be the proverbial Everyman (or Everywoman). I dare
say that those who read books for reasons other than falling in love with characters may find tales like this to
be both enthralling and easy to place yourself in the middle of.

I, however, need characters with depth and body if I'm to enjoy a book fully, so this one didn't really work
for me. It's not a bad book, just not really to my taste. 3 stars.


