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From Reader Review The Winner's Curse for online ebook

Regan says

ooooooh this was gooooood

Ben Alderson says

really did not get into this at all.
:( I love the cover and formatting but the characters I found very distant

Jasmine says

“Kestrel thought about how this might be what hurt the most.
That they had used something she loved against her."

Maybe I shouldn't judge someone or something by my first impression on them, but I can't help myself. So
it's official that Marie Rutkoski becomes one of my top favorite authors and The Winner's Curse my top
favorite books of all time. I can't stop admiring how wonderful her writing style and how incredibly well-
written this story is. She tells the story in a pretty easy yet powerful way--short, concise descriptions, no
redundant narrations, and every conversation among the characters is simple and clear--she doesn't
beat around the bush and what impresses me most is that she still manages to make us emotional.

Kestrel is an ultra-clever girl with a small frame. She’s an impressive strategist and wins her battles with
her brain instead of the physical strength. She knows how to use a secret or scandal against her opponents
and at the same time, stealthily creeps into others' minds so that they’ll believe what she wants them to
believe. Then, the people will easily become pieces in the game she's determined to win in the end.

Arin is a slave who defies orders and dares to stare into Kestrel's eyes head on with his own beautiful grey
ones. He's contemplating his next move all the time and so is she. He's setting different tiles at Bite and Sting
and she, too, is willing to play the game until the end.

 I know she's going to purchase him at a much higher price at the auction. What I don't know is that it
happens so quickly in the beginning.

Then she reminded herself bitterly that this was what curiosity had bought her: fifty keystones
for a singer who refused to sing, a friend who wasn’t her friend, someone who was hers and yet
would never be hers.

 I know she's going to have feelings for him but it'll break her heart eventually. What I don't know is
that the disappointment is so strong that when it hits me, my heart aches badly.



Why didn’t he come to her?
She could make him. If she sent an order, he would obey.
But she didn’t want his obedience. She wanted him to want to see her.
Kestrel flinched at this thought and the pain it brought with it.
She knew that even if everyone believed the wrong thing of her, they were also too close to
being right.

 I also know that she will never be his friend. What I don't know is that he will change his mind.

“You might not think of me as your friend,” Kestrel told Arin, “but I think of you as mine.”
...
“But am I your enemy?” Arin crossed the space between them. Softly, he repeated, “Am I?”
…
“You’re not mine,” Arin said.

The Winner's Curse overwhelms me with its never-ending brilliance and vigor, and all the fascinating plans
carefully calculated by those characters. Although the story itself reminds me of many other YA stories,
there's nothing entirely similar in particular that I can point out. That's another thumbs-up for this trilogy.

One last thing I really, really love about the book is that neither Kestrel nor Arin is avoiding each other or
pushing the other away. I mean, lots of dystopian romances have the pattern of main character A pushes
main character B away throughout the book and B finds something special in A later and then A forgives B
and they live happily ever after. It's so NOT the case in this book!

The romance is slow-paced because both of them are baiting their own traps and play their own
games. I feel like entering their mind game when I read the first chapter and they leave me with a heart-
wrenching cliffhanger. The biggest difference is that Kestrel and Arin talk. They communicate and share
their thoughts despite the fact that one is the captor and the other prisoner. Regardlessly, a part of them
work together as a team, whereas a part of them secretly plot out the rest to make the other pay. All in
all, their interaction is the most precious thing in this novel and I cherish those moments wholeheartedly.

“Open your hands, Little Fists,” said Arin. “Open your eyes. I haven’t stolen his love for you.
Look.” It was true that in the course of their conversation, Javelin had turned away from Arin,
disappointed by the empty pocket. The horse nosed Kestrel’s shoulder. “See?” Arin said. “He
knows the difference between an easy mark and his mistress.”

Lastly, here's a playlist I think it fits the atmosphere in this story so much.
1)Alan Walker-Sing Me To Sleep
"Wait a second let me catch my breath
Remind me of how it feels to hear your voice
Your lips are moving; I can't hear a thing
Living life as if we had a choice
Anywhere, anytime, I will do anything for you"

2)Natasha Thomas-Let Me Show You The Way
"Are you gonna be there when I need someone
And will I be always just the only one



I don't wanna have just another heartbreak
So tell me is your love true or a fake in the game of the heart
You know I know that you are mine"

3)Kodaline-The One
"When we are together you make me feel like my mind is free
And my dreams are reachable
You know I never ever believed in love or believed one day
That you would come along"

To sum up, I love this book very much so I HIGHLY RECOMMEND it to everyone!

Maram says

wooAAHHHHHH. that ENDING. i'm still SOBBING.

I bought the entire series last summer knowing NOTHING lol I don't really know what got into me that day
but I'm so glad that it was a blind purchase because I loved this book so much!!!! I was hooked from the first
chapter and nothing ever felt slow to me :') The political aspect of this book and the plot's emphasis on using
strategies to get what you want was quiet refreshing to read about. I also didn't mind the fact that this book
didn't focus on world-building as the story's setting can eerily be relatable to what our world has/is going
through x)

THE CHARACTERS:
- our main female lead, Kestrel, was one that I found meh in the beginning but grew to quickly love her. She
is fierce without being conceited and all-round lovely, hella nice human being that deserves all the love in
the world.
- our main male lead, Arin, was fdhhdfjkf from beginning to end. He also deserves all the love in this world.
MY POOR BABY KEEPS GETTING PUSHED DOWN AND I ADMIRE HIM FOR STAYING STRONG.

the shipping was:

I'm so nervous for the sequel because WHAT'S GOING TO HAPPEN TO MY BABIES AND THEIR
HOMES. SO FAR, IT DOESN'T SEEM LIKE IT'S GOING TO END NICELY sooooo??? :)))

Jessica ❁ ➳ Silverbow ➳ ❁ Rabid Reads-no-more says

Reviewed by: Rabid Reads

Fantasy is one of my favorite genres, and it has been since I was old enough to make my own bedtime story
requests. My appreciation has grown and evolved as I have likewise grown and evolved, and as an adult, I’ll
pretty much take it however I can it, be it Dark, Epic, High, YA Fantasy, or otherwise. These days, however,
I mostly stick to YA Fantasy b/c the books don’t typically come in a series of 12(ish), 1000(ish) page books,



and are therefore less of a commitment.

SO any time a new YA Fantasy series starts getting major buzz, my ears perk up. Then I read early reviews,
prequels, and five chapter previews while the anticipation builds (and builds). And then on the release day, I
wake up, turn on my Kindle, check out of the real world, and start devouring. Sometimes the book lives up to
the hype, and sometimes it doesn’t, but until THE WINNER'S CURSE by Marie Rutkoski, they were all
what they were advertised to be—Fantasy.

Encyclopedia Britannica Online defines Fantasy Literature as:

Imaginative fiction dependent for effect on strangeness of setting (such as other worlds or times) and of
characters (such as supernatural or unnatural beings). Examples include William Shakespeare’s A
Midsummer Night’s Dream, Jonathan Swift’s Gulliver’s Travels, J.R.R. Tolkien’s The Lord of the Rings, and
T.H. White’s The Once and Future King. Science fiction can be seen as a form of fantasy, but the terms are
not interchangeable, as science fiction usually is set in the future and is based on some aspect of science or
technology, while fantasy is set in an imaginary world and features the magic of mythical beings.
(Emphasis mine)

THE WINNER'S CURSE had exactly one-half of those features—the imaginary world/other times part. It
was completely devoid of the magic or fantastical aspect, and I'm sorry, but a cool map does not a fantasy
make.

That’s not to say I didn’t like it. That’s actually the (other) frustrating part. I didn’t want to like it. I wanted
to be filled with righteous indignation at the misrepresentation of fantasy. But that would be misleading, and
as we’ve all been told over and over again two wrongs do not make a right.

SO. Aside from the mislabeling (which is, admittedly, a BIG deal), I have very few complaints. The front-
half was a bit slow, both plot-wise and in the budding relationship between Kestrel and Arin (our MCs), but
the latter-half was very well-paced, and let’s be honest—if Kestrel and Arin’s relationship had developed
quickly, there would have been derision of the insta-love variety.

I’ve also seen a lot of complaints about Kestrel that accuse her of being a spineless ninny, and while I
understand how that conclusion might be reached, I respectfully disagree. Kestrel, while acknowledged to be
only a mediocre fighter, is a master strategist, and like any master strategist, she plays to her strengths.
Whether that entails manipulating someone into her desired outcome when a direct path would be spurned
based on her role in society as a non-military female, or blackmailing an opponent she has neither the
strength nor skill to beat into throwing a duel, Kestrel never backs down.

The premise:

Kestrel is the daughter of the General of a warmongering people, the Valorians<——can you guess which
traits might be highly esteemed by this culture? Hmmm?? The Valorians, over the past decade or so have
swept over the lands, obliterating anything they could not enslave. The Herrani are one such enslaved people
who, prior to their way of life being destroyed, were a peaceful culture that highly valued education and
artistic pursuits.

That may sound arbitrary, but it’s actually the first of several reversals of the expected roles that Kestrel and
Arin are supposed to play: Kestrel, raised to join the army and further the empire, is a day-dreaming, pianist,
while Arin, a Herrani, (who becomes aquainted with Kestrel when she PURCHASES him at a SLAVE



AUCTION) is raised to be a scholar and musician, but displays uncommon military aptitude.

Once Arin joins Kestrel’s household, they begin to form a relationship (against both their better judgement
and their desires). Kestrel is intrigued by Arin’s obvious intelligence (not to mention his slave-labor sculpted
shoulders), and Arin is flummoxed by a Valorian who not only seems to genuinely care about her Herrani
nurse, but who isn’t jonesing to kill or subjugate something.

Stuff happens and the first installment of this trilogy concludes on a positively devastating note. Truly. It was
a gut punch. One that leaves you with absolutely no idea how Rutkoski will engineer a HEA from all the
havoc she’s wrecked. Don’t say I didn’t warn you . . .

THE WINNER'S CURSE by Marie Rutkoski is the promising start of her new (half) fantasy trilogy. Star-
crossed lovers are popular for a reason, and Rutkoski takes this ageless story and makes it new. So new that
perhaps I don’t mind the absence of magic and mythical beings after all.

Maureen says

This may not be a SOLID 5 stars, more like a 4.8, but it's SO CLOSE.
MY HEART IS BREAKING INTO A MILLION LITTLE PIECES.
I had heard great things about this book, but not from a ton of people so it wasn't overhyped for me. I didn't
really know anything going in and I think that was for the best.
Kestral and Arin are phenomenal characters and the story is really fantastic. It really shines in the second half
when things are set in motion and we've got POLITICS and the like.
GAH just SO GOOD. I can't handle it! GAHHHHDNCLEBEBZS

Warda says

Rereading this for the third time felt so good! This is seriously such an underrated series. I adore the
characters, the world, writing and the series just keeps getting better from here on out.

———————————

IMPROMPTU MIDNIGHT REREAD DECISION WITH Nani! ?
Our fan-girling got the best of us and now we’ll be reunited with Kestrel and Arin AND WE’RE HYPE! ??

———————————

Claudia Ramírez says

Al inicio pensé que no me iba a gustar, pero ahora sé que quiero leer el siguiente libro. YA.

Review to come.



Sana says

This book is fucking awesome. I'm literally speechless and blown away by how enjoyable and gripping this
book was. I am so fucking shook, I can't even begin to describe how fucking amazing this book was.

The Winner's Curse was a book I thought was about ballrooms, kings and queens and it was a book was not
expecting to love at all. I never read the blurb of a book. I literally just dive into it blind and take and see
how it goes for me. So I was so surprised when I found out this was about politics, (I knew this had slaves in
it, but I had no clue about the country's enslavement and stuff), war, FUCKING HEARTBREAKING
ROMANCE, forbidden love, strong heroine, politics, and Arin. A lovely Arin.

Not gonna lie, the beginning was a struggle. It took me about 70 pages to get into and really start enjoying
what was going on. Once Kestrel bought Arin, things got 200% more interesting.

?Politics was a huge surprise. I usually don't like politics and all that stuff because it's boring for me??? But
in this book, though there wasn't much of it, the political aspect was super interesting and fun and I found
myself wanting to read more about it and enjoying it very much. The military strategies, the whole issue
about the war between the Herrani's and Valorian's was super fucking cool and I loved it.

?Kestrel is one of the most strong female characters ever and I love this girl so much. Don't worry she's not a
"I'm not like other girls" and she's not overly badass and does not hate dresses. She's strong, loving, caring,
clever, brave, sweet, respectful, selfless, and determined. She is perfectly okay with wearing dresses. She
fights. She's very clever and uses strategy to win. There was this one part where she won a duel by being
clever, not physically strong.

?Arin was a character that annoyed me in the beginning. He was so rude and such a dickhead, but
considering he was sold off and his people were enslaved, I kind of understood. But Kestrel was nice to him
and he was just a dick?? However, as the romance developed, he became sweeter and loving and
akjslskdalkdj I'M SWOONING.

This was intriguing, gripping, political, with swoon worthy characters, a likeable MC and engaging plot.

?The romance is A+. I love Arin and Kestrel. They are perfect. I love them. Perfect. Goodbye.

Initial reaction:

kahdkabzlabxjdbzoebxigeisveodbdoabxoxbsidbzidvdovdaohdiwgeeegowhrodbrosbxkxbdoefdgisvdkfhsoabs
ksvdidbduhrvdkxejodhdsusksnnxksjdbddhjznddbdhdhbdnxjsbsisgeisbakabdskvdvisabowueyrxicnldhsnqkGd
jshsnsidgekdnxkgdiwhdosjsajhsehjaehdhidhdwjbdkshawidhfkxbshsisksnvxxvsjsjbduddjensushsjkxbsnskxhd
nxkxjsbskxjdbdjdjwoeufjmddlkxvsjskdbdksndhudwkbddibdsinaznidejdbdjwkbdksnxkzdjdndnndnxnddhbzdj
kebsjdisdbsisbxkdbsodbsobdskdbsobdkzsnsohrsohdixbdizvxbwohawoyewoqgfwoeuoqpaknxxbbxznkzgdbxj
fhskavsoqgworuupeknavzxhkcbjkdiwiduskbskxidosndjdowhwoqpeybfkzmsosuekqoqigdbxkxidgsvzkfuwopq
labdaishskbdkabsoavsosywowpqoegeiwpqjegowbzlzoqbdkzlahsksjffsafkwowueyrnclzkwdmxldnkeuwowysg

hope you all enjoyed my review !!!!!! :)



i literally cant even form proper words, im THAT shook yalls.

Jennifer Armentrout says

AHHHHHHHH. All the feels. Seriously

Wendy Darling says

4.5 stars Love love love love love. If you're a fan of Leigh Bardugo's Grisha trilogy or Diana Peterfreund's
For Darkness Shows the Stars series, you need to get your hands on this one ASAP. It has the feel of a
historical fantasy without slotting neatly into either category, as well as a pensive mood and very romantic
story.

Full review on the blog, with a few quotes to give you a feel for the writing:
http://www.themidnightgarden.net/2014...

And we're giving away an amazing prize package (book! eyeshadow! bookmarks! stickers!):
http://www.themidnightgarden.net/2014...

I was doubtful of the early raves, but I ended up loving The Winner's Curse. I know it's only January, but
there's no doubt in my mind that this book is going to make my favorites list for the year.

Beth says

The Winner's Curse is when you come out on top of the bid, but only by paying a steep price.

Where do I even begin with this review? This. I did not expect this.

Honestly, this was never ending, to say it's not the biggest book in the world SO much happens! There were
parts where I was like how is this even happening?! The building of the storyline was so well done, and
forever had me guessing what was coming next. Not only that, but we saw different difficulties coming in to
play and how not everything can happen.

My heart broke so many time for Kestrel and Arin, it's so hard to explain. I had such conflicting views about
both of these characters, but overall I'm so happy with how they grew.

"In the dark. You... you look like an open flame" - Arin

We have Kestrel, she admits she's not the best fighter but doesn't want to show this as a weakness. We do
however see how intelligent she is! I love all of her strategic moves and how she thinks of the little things no
one else would. I just enjoyed seeing a character be true to themselves and knowing what there strengths and
weakness's are rather than be something that they're not. I'm really looking forward to seeing how she
progresses in the next books!



 "You might not think of me as your friend,but I think of you as mine." - Kestrel

Now we have Arin out of everyone in this book, I honestly didn't know where he stood, he had me
questioning things over and over again and that's what I think I liked so much about him. There are so many
unanswered questions I want to know more!

"My soul is yours. You know that it is." - Arin

What I liked?
- The book was just effortless, it flowed so well, it was easy to read, the chapters were short and well paced,
something was continuously happening, just what I like in a book!
- The world building for this was really interesting!
- I enjoy the whole "Star-Crossed Lovers" type thing. (Yes I am rooting for them)

What I didn't like?
- How to word this... we got glimpses of side characters, but they literally meant nothing! I don't know how
to explain this. I love that the focus is on Arin and Kestrel, I really do. However we didn't see a lot of other
characters, a prime example of this is Cheat. I wanted to know so much more about his character, but really
what did we know/find out about him?
- There are so many open ended questions, will we find out what they actually mean orrrrr?!

Overall I honestly really enjoyed this book, if I didn't already have the second book I would be weeping at
that ending, how can it leave us there wanting to find out what happens next?! Luckily for me I have the next
book! YAY!

She would bring the hounds of the empire howling down on this city

The Winner's Curse - 4 Stars
The Winner's Crime - 4 Stars
The Winner's Kiss - 4 Stars

Steph Sinclair says

A year ago when I first heard about The Winner's Curse, it was during the Fierce Reads tour where I had an
opportunity to interview a few MacKids authors, including Marie Rutkoski. It was a lot of fun and remains
one of my favorite interviews I'd ever conducted. I really enjoyed The Shadow Society, Marie's YA debut
novel, and loved her writing style, so I knew I'd be more than eager to check out any of her future works. I
asked what she and the other authors where working on and she mentioned The Winner's Curse, which I
mistakenly called in my mind "The Winter's Curse." When she explained the premise, I was instantly
intrigued. Later, when Kat and I were offered the opportunity to be early readers, we were both honored and
delighted but, admittedly, hesitant. A novel exploring a relationship between slave and master can only go
one of two ways: really awful or amazingly well. And for us, there's always that fear of disliking a book
written by an author you like personally.

Our fears were unnecessary.

I remember it being well after midnight when Kat texted me saying she had finished the book. In one sitting.



The same day we received it. She immediately demanded that I finish so we could gush. Gush? That was all
the incentive I needed to carve out a few hours of the next day for reading. Me, being the slow reader that I
am, sat reading all day and into the night. When I finished, it was late, my house was quiet and I was alone
on my couch. It was the perfect opportunity to have a good cry. Kat and I FaceTimed and chatted about our
favorite parts, swooned over Arin, admired Kestrel's tenacity and wit, discussed the intricately woven theme
of Bite and Sting, fangirled over Marie's prose and cried together over the heartbreaking ending because
parting from this book and characters was such sweet sorrow.

We knew this book was special so we did what any self-professed book nerd would do when they read an
amazing book: We leveled up to Book Pushers and, as Gillian from Writer of Wrongs would say, started
flinging this book at any and all of our blogger friends' faces. Many of them have loved it just as much as we
did and have reviewed it to the point where I'm not sure what else I could say about it. So here I am, a year
later, after reading The Winner's Curse twice and listening to the audiobook. Anyone who's chatted with me
over the years would know that I don't re-read books at all. I don't have the time or usually the inclination,
but I made time for this one because it really did a number on the feels, yo.

I'm going to give you five reasons why you should read this book and even consider giving the audio a
chance.

1. The narrator, Justine Eyre

One word, guys: BOSS. The accent that she did was fantastic. It really put me in the rich setting of the
Valorian society. My reality faded away as I listened to her describe the clothing, the buildings and the
people. She has this gritty quality to her voice, that perhaps may turn some off, but for me it was perfect. It
held so much emotion, especially when she did the dialog for Arin. When he talked to Kestrel, I could feel
his heart breaking, his sorrow, his regrets, his resolve wavering. And when she did Kestrel, I could feel her
resolve, her uncertainty, her sadness, her wavering loyalty between Arin and her people.

I was really, really surprised with it because I'm picky when it comes to narrators. Everyone knows a narrator
can make or break an audiobook, and for me, Justine Eyre enhanced a novel I already loved. In fact, I come
out feeling like I loved the audio slightly more than the print.

 

2. Arin & Kestrel's relationship

This isn't your usual romance. Theirs is a complex love that doesn't blossom overnight -- yay, no instalove! --
but it also sneaks up on you in a way. You get a sense that they have grown fond or used to each other, but
you don't know if or when it's ever going to manifest into something else until it does. The problem comes
with the issue of slavery. While they have these feelings for each other, the question remains on if it's real if
the other doesn't have the true freedom to choose. Can you really love your master? They both know that a
relationship between them won't be true unless they are both equal. Unfortunately for them, neither of their
societies don't see them as such.

What I really loved about the book was that even though at the heart of the story it's a romance, neither Arin
or Kestrel allows their relationship to dominate their common sense. In the midst of their feelings, there's a
war and it is a very real threat. Both have high stakes in this game of love and war: family members, friends,
loyalty to one's country. It's complicated. It's not so easy for them to run away from their responsibilities to
be with each other, and that's what makes their relationship so fascinating and complex. There's no right or



wrong answer and, as a reader, it makes it more unpredictable.

 

3. The Setting

I love how The Winner's Curse feels both Fantasy and Historical at the same time. The women wear gowns
equipped with daggers, are allowed to fight in the army and have influence. The society lives for lavish balls,
duels, high social gatherings and gossip. They are in no way technologically advanced since they rely on
lanterns and horse or boat travel. It's one of those books where I'm not exactly sure what genre it would fall
under. Let's shelve it on the Awesome Shelf, shall we? Because that's essentially what it is and that's the only
thing that matters to me.

If you've read other reviews that mention the world building a little lacking, it's true. However, this did not
bother me and I think it's less apparent with the audio version. I got such a great feel for the culture, that
didn't get a sense that I was missing anything. It seems to me, based on how The Winner's Curse ended, that
that'll be elaborated more in books 2 and 3. So I'm not too worried in that respect. There's was enough going
on without having the geographical locations of all cities thrown into the mix.

 

4. Kestrel

Kestrel isn't your usual heroine. She's not a Katniss or a Rose or even a Tris because she's not a fighter.
That's not to say she is weak by any means, but she's different. She, instead, is one of the smartest heroines
I've read about. What she lacks in fighting skills, she more than makes up with her mind. She is sharp and
even her father, a high official in the army, notices her tactical mind. He urges her to enlist and use her
talents to help her country. However, Kestrel doesn't have any interest in joining the army and is faced with
marrying, another choice she dreads making.

One of my favorite scenes with Kestrel involves a duel that she wins not by strength, but with strategy. She's
cunning and the type of character you'd want in a game of chess. Or if the zombie apocalypse came, Kestrel
would be the one to come up with the plan to get to the safe house. She might not do you any good
protection wise, but the plan would be solid.

She's also fiercely determined. Kestrel knew her limitations, but still, she didn't let that stop her from her
goal. She would find unique ways around her problems that didn't require brute strength or violence.

 

5. The Pier Scene 

The first half of the novel may read slow to some, but then you hit the climax and everything from then on is
pretty fast paced. It's where Arin and Kestrel's feelings for one another truly shine through despite the
problems that arise. The tables turn and Kestrel finally understands Arin better, and because of what Arin
went through for years, he doesn't want the same for her. And the feels, the feels, the feels!



The Pier Scene, and even the one before when Arin sings to Kestrel, was easily my favorite scene in the
book. I don't even think there is much dialogue at that part, but wow. When Arin looks at Kestrel with that
longing and she him with want, but resolve. It really emphasized how complex things were for them and it
was so hard for me to read. I wanted one thing, but NHFHDJDBJFBFLFKDMGVDJBHJJVH!!!!!

Man, spoilers, I tell ya. I can say no more! But by the end it was like my soul was hurting from the emotional
turmoil. Marie, why did you make me feel these things?

 

It's no secret I loved this book, guys. I'm not sure what else to say but: THIS BOOK, READ IT.

Enter over at my blog to win the audiobook of The Winner's Curse, donated by Marie Rutkoski!

============================

PRE-REVIEW:

So amazing!

This book had everything I wanted. It's much too early to put a review up, but trust me, YOU WANT THIS.

It had some of this:

With a little of this:

And romance between two of the best characters that made me go:

And then my feels all went and 'sploded all over the place and made me feel something like this:

And with that ending just smothered in perfection, I'm not ashamed to admit some of this happened after I
realized I'd have to wait until 2015 for the sequel:

Basically, I'll be re-reading this book soon and that's pretty much the highest praise I can give it.



=============

Disclaimers: I received an ARC of this book from the publisher for review. I also received the audiobook for
review. However, I ended up purchasing the audiobook with my hard-earned cash money, so there's that. No
monies or favors were exchanged for my review and high praise. I loved it all by my lonesome.

More reviews and other fantastical things at Cuddlebuggery

Melissa ♥ Dog/Wolf Lover ♥ Martin says

That ending! What are Kestrel and Arin going to do now? I guess I will find out in the other books.

Kestrel is a Valorian and a very high ranked one as her father is a general. Years ago the Valorian army
defeated the Herrani people and turned them into slaves. Why? Because they wanted to and that's what jerks
do. These poor people had to live as slaves in their own town and even in some of their own homes. RUDE!

Anyway, Kestrel was out gambling one day (she's pretty good at it) and her and her best friend, Jess end up
at the slave market. Kestrel ends up buying a slave because of reasons and a lot of it was a set up for,
reasons. <--- I love saying that in my book reviews.

Arin is an amazing blacksmith and he's working or Kestrel's household and there is something brewing there.
Arin and Kestrel become friends, slowly but surely.

Kestrel plays the piano beautifully. BUT, her father wants her to go into the military. They have a rule that
Valorians have to get married or join the military by age 21. RUDE! I mean good grief, these people don't
have the lives they want, even though they are jerks for making slaves and killing people.

Then other things happen and there is a big war brewing, plots being made, etc . . . .

I loved Kestrel, Arin, Jess and Enai. ♥

Kestrel wasn't a bad@ass, she even admitted she couldn't fight even though her father had her taking lessons
for years. She just wanted to play her music and be left alone. But she was very smart and asked her father to
let her started talking strategies and politics with him. If she's not bad@ssed on the fighting ground at least
she has a brain to think up things better than these men. <-- Sorry boys.

Anyhoo, all of this helps her in the end but uggggggg, why? I don't like that ending and I hope she can get
out of it but she's trying to keep everyone alive. We shall see.

MY BLOG: Melissa Martin's Reading List

BLOGLOVIN: My Bloglovin



Khanh, first of her name, mother of bunnies says

Actual rating: 3.5

“A kestrel is a hunting hawk.”
“Yes. The perfect name for a warrior girl.”
“Well.” His smile was slight, but it was there. “I suppose neither of us is the person we were
believed we would become.”

The second half of this book was exceedingly better than the first. The first was plagued with a rather
weak, insipid heroine, an asshat of a "slave" who, seriously, did not act like a fucking slave at all, more like
the king of a castle. I disagree with slavery (no shit...like anyone in their right mind would ever admit to
agreeing with slavery), but the point is that within a book, the role is there to be played, and the so-called
slave in this book was more in control than any slave I have ever imagined.

Furthermore, the first half of the book was plagued with feeeeeelings and a girl who---instead of wanting to
be a fucking bad-ass soldier like her father hoped---merely aspires to...play the piano.

Womp womp womp.

To add further to the insults, there is a clichéd as all hell love triangle between a "brute," a dark, brooding,
wild slave, and a handsome, blond-haired, affable young nobleman.

-________-

The Summary: Kestrel is the pampered daughter of a general in the Valorian army. She holds a prestigious
position in society---not very long ago, the Valorian army conquered the Herrani. The Herrani are now
slaves, and their Valorian overlords have overtaken their country, their homes, and enslaved their people.

Kestrel is 17, she doesn't have a lot of options in life. At 20, citizens are either forced to marry or enlist in the
military. Kestrel wants neither.

“But when you are faced with only two choices— the military or marriage—don’t you wonder
if there is a third, or a fourth, or more, even, than that?”

She has a talent for music, she wants to play the piano...but it is a shameful talent, because music is not an
option for a well-born young lady. Only slaves play music.

If the Herrani hadn’t prized music so highly before the war, that, too, might have changed
things. But in the eyes of Valorian society, music was a pleasure to be taken, not made, and it
didn’t occur to many that the making and the taking could be the same.

One day, Kestrel is dragged to a slave auction. A young "brute" of a slave caught her eyes.

His name is Smith. The auctioneer wants him to sing, to put on an exhibition. He doesn't.

Kestrel wants him, she feels inexplicably drawn to him. She bids an astonishingly high sum for Smith.

Kestrel drew in a shaky breath. Her bones felt watery. What had she done?



The pointy-chinned woman snickered. “Looks like someone’s suffering the Winner’s Curse.
The Winner’s Curse is when you come out on top of the bid, but only by paying a steep price.”

Smith is a smith, or rather, a blacksmith. His real name is Arin.

After her purchase, Kestrel tries to forget about him, but she can't. Amidst the high society gatherings,
amidst her suitors, among them, is the earnest, handsome Ronan. Ronan is her best friend's brother. He has
long held her in his regard.

Shouldn’t she care? Didn’t she welcome Ronan’s attention?

She doesn't. It is Arin who holds her thoughts.

Unbeknownst to Kestrel, Arin has his own secrets and plans, and which might cost Kestrel's life.

The fate of two nations are at stake.

The Setting & Plot: This is your typical high fantasy, and it is very well done. I have no complaints as to
the world building whatsoever.

There is no info-dumping, and everything made sense. The two nations and how one came to enslave the
other are well explained. I love the minor details, like the fact that music is looked down by the conquering
Valorians because it was valued by the country which they defeated.

I absolutely loved the political plot. The second half of the book was amazing, and it saved this book. The
first half of the plot plodded on, cluttered with Kestrel's indecisiveness, Arin's prickly behavior, peppered
with balls and sneaking music sessions and shopping and suitors. There were very minor but definite clues as
to what would transpire in the second half of the book, everything was very subtly done.

There are mysterious deaths, hints of unrest, duels...minor nuances that led up to the tremendous and
shocking events of the second half.

Kestrel: She took a really fucking long time to grow on me. There are some characters whom I absolutely
adore and admire from the very beginning: Kestrel is not one of them. She is initially...not so much
weak as indecisive. She's the sort of typical teenaged girl in that she's not sure of what she wants in life,
except that she doesn't want to be what her father expects her to be. Which is a soldier.

Initially, Kestrel appears spineless. I have to confess I looked down on her for choosing to want to play
music over that of a bad-ass soldier girl.

"...she had no natural talent for fighting."

Not only that, her skill is in being a military strategist. Kestrel has a brilliant mind for strategy. She
chooses not to exercise it. She flaunts society's rules instead of helping her nation establish its dominance.

“Imagine how the empire would benefit if you truly worked with me,” he said, “and used that
talent to secure its territories, instead of pulling apart the logic of customs that order our
society.”
“Our customs are lies.” Kestrel’s fingers clenched the fragile stem of her glass.



She is indecisive about everything. She doesn't want to get married. She doesn't want a career. Kestrel is the
sort of girl who just wants to float along in life doing whatever she fucking pleases, without
consequence.

She is weak, even when it comes to being a mistress in her own home. I like that she is gentle with her
slaves, but there is a line between kind discipline, and cruelty, and Kestrel doesn't seem to be able to
distinguish where that line lies. Kestrel constantly lets Arin, her SLAVE, talk back to her in front of her
friends, in front of her peers.

“What did you say?” Arin whispered in Valorian. He was staring at Jess. “Of course you have
no gods. You have no souls.”

She doesn't do anything about his rudeness, his VERY PUBLIC rudeness.

She allows Arin to walk all over her, while he is his slave. She gives him the ability to bargain for his
cooperation. She allows her own reputation to be sullied because it was rumored that they were lovers. She
receives mocking letters because she cannot put these horrible, shameful rumors to rest:

Do you think you are the first? it read. The only Valorian to take a slave to her bed? Poor fool!
Let me tell you the rules.
Do not be so obvious.

Kestrel puts herself in danger for him, she puts herself up to a DUEL, risking her own life for a slave when
all he would have gotten are lashes in punishment. She gives no thoughts to her father, to the fact that she is
his only surviving relative, his heir. All she thinks about is saving fucking Arin's skin.

His hands fell away. “You, too. What a stupid thing for you to do. Why did you do that? Why
would you do such a stupid thing?”
“You might not think of me as your friend,” Kestrel told Arin, “but I think of you as mine.”

Bold words. It doesn't change the fact that her decision was was fucking stupid.

To my relief, in the second half of the book, Kestrel grew. She develops a spine. She learns to listen to
herself. She learns to stand up for herself. She learns that it is wisest not to entirely trust someone.

Arin: An asshat, but thankfully, one that also grew on me. Arin has his own incentive, his own plans. My
problem with Arin is that he's transparent as fuck. Arin wouldn't know subtlety it if bit him in the ass.

A slave is not supposed to talk back to his mistress. A slave has no rights to demand anything of his mistress.
A slave with a plot should blend in, instead of sticking out. A slave with a higher purpose shouldn't do
fucking stupid things like get caught stealing a book, in doing so, risking his own fucking life.

“He has stolen something.”
There must be some mistake. Arin was intelligent, far too canny to do something so dangerous.
He must know what happened to Herrani thieves.

Nope, no mistake. He did something incredibly stupid that risks his entire mission for the love of a
sentimental fucking book.

I did eventually grow to like Arin. It is a hard life, and Arin has had to suffer a lot for his mission. I
understand his anger, I understand his frustration, and I do admire him. It has been a hard life for Arin. He



has been enslaved since childhood, and I truly felt for his fate.

"Swallow your pride.”
“Maybe that’s not as easy for me as it is for you.”
He wheeled on her. “It’s not easy for me,” he said through his teeth. “You know that it’s not.
What do you think I have had to swallow, these past ten years? What do you think I have had to
do to survive?”

The Romance: Bleh. Bleeeeeeeeeh. I really wish there wasn't a love triangle. Especially when I sympathized
so much with "the other guy." The really, really nice other guy about whom Kestrel can't be bothered to give
a fuck. Ronan ;_;

She tried to push away thoughts of Arin on the auction block, of the look in his eyes when he
asked where his honor was, of him swearing at her guards in his tongue. She held Ronan more
tightly, pressing her cheek against his chest.

Thinking about someone else when you're in another guy's arms. DAMN YOU, KESTREL.

I liked the fact that there was no insta-love. I liked the fact that Arin and Kestrel's relationship took time
to develop, but it felt like Arin found his way into Kestrel's heart too fast, too soon.

Why didn’t he come to her?
She could make him. If she sent an order, he would obey.
But she didn’t want his obedience. She wanted him to want to see her.

I liked the fact that they are both willing to admit their faults, and I like the fact that they communicate. The
romance in this book was adequate, and much more believable than in most YA fiction.

Overall: A good book, with a considerable amount of depth in world building, plot, and characters.

Quotes taken from an uncorrected proof subject to change in the final edition.

Nadhira Satria says

Hello, I'm in the worst slump I've had this year and the only book I can read is this god given masterpiece.
Yes, it was my ninth time reading this. Yes, I'm obsessed. Yes, I need help

How do you even make a review of your favorite book in the world? You. just. fucking. don't
My soul is crushed and broken on the floor. bye I need to smoke a pack of cig and cry like a baby. adios.

Emily May says

There comes, on occasion, those moments in the lives of readers when they find themselves putting a book
down, pausing, looking around at all the glowing reviews and five star ratings, and asking themselves the
question...  did I read the same book?



When it comes to language, dialogue and general storytelling of small events in The Winner's Curse, it's
obvious that you are in the hands of a competent writer with a talent for description and a nicely-spun phrase.
But this book is so... tame. Way too tame for my tastes. So much of the novel is in dire need of an injection
of badassery or action or tension that goes beyond the romance. I wanted an interesting fantasy, but instead I
got a dragged out tale of the forbidden romance that blooms between a Valori General's daughter and a
Herrani slave.

I will admit that the book starts to pick up in the last third (approx) but even that was way too little and far
too late for me. I noted the page when my interest piqued slightly for the first time - page 103 - because
before that I'd been treated to sitting rooms, parlor games, and polite pleasantries. Honestly, I would have put
this book aside by page 50 if I hadn't been spurred on by all the positive reactions from other people. There's
a whole lot of swanning about doing nothing. There's balls with pretty dresses and high society gossip. A
whole lot of:

And a lot of passages where Kestrel and Arin study each other's faces in great detail:  Arin knew this: her
gaze would measure him, and he would sense a shift of perception within her. Her opinion of him would
change as daylight changed, growing or losing shadow. Subtle. Almost indiscernible. She would see him
differently, though he wouldn’t know in what way. He wouldn’t know what it meant. This had happened,
again and again, since he had come here.

The story starts several years after the Valorians have conquered the Herrani people. Herranis are now
prisoners and slaves of their conquerors. The main character - Kestrel - finds herself at a slave auction one
day and makes a rather spontaneous purchase of a male Herrani slave called Arin. What begins as a
master/slave relationship between two people who are foes by birth, gradually turns into friendship, trust and
love. But Arin is not all he first seems and carries a dark secret that could threaten not just their relationship,
but the whole empire.

 It is, essentially, a romance.  Which could be exactly what you are looking for. In which case, I'd say step
right up and grab this book as soon as you can. But I found it disappointing as a fantasy. While there are
some references to past wars and other parts of the land where the book is set, the world-building remains
disappointingly vague. There is very little reason to call this book "fantasy"; it could just as easily be labelled
a "dystopia", as it reminds me of many I've read that were romance stories hiding in the dystopian section.

I would recommend The Winner's Curse to fans of Shadow & Bone and/or Throne of Glass. Those books
that are light on the fantasy and heavy on the romance. This book is set up nicely for a sequel that should be
equally dramatic in the romancing department. Who knows? Perhaps it will be like the sequel to Throne of
Glass and appeal to me a lot more. I will be keeping an eye out for the reviews of the second book. All I ask
for is this: a little less conversation, a little more action. Please.

Navessa says

*WARNING: SPOILERS*



Very seldom do I give only a single star to books that I've read from cover to cover. Usually I reserve such a
low rating for ones with such abominable writing, such shallow, one-dimensional characters, such poorly
constructed plots, that I can't bear to finish them.

The writing in this is good. Sure, it's not the kind of prose that sweeps the reader up and transports them fully
within the pages, but it gets the job done. The characters are not one-dimensional. In fact, throughout the first
half of the book, I found myself pleasantly surprised by the slow revelations of their depths. The plot is there
too; star crossed lovers, a power-hungry empire, a slave rebellion.

What's not to like? As you can no doubt tell by glancing at the length of this review, a lot.

Consider this a one-star of protest. I take issue with the main theme in this book, slavery, and how poorly it
was handled.

Let me give you some background so that you might understand how negatively this impacted me. My
father, at heart, is a historian. He knows more about the local history of the area I grew up in than any other
person alive. This is not a boast, it is a simple fact.

He's spent the last twenty years gobbling up every firsthand account of the Algonquian tribes and the horrors
visited on them that he can find. He knows the names of the fur trappers that used to trade with them, of the
soldiers that massacred them, of the Jesuit priest who doffed his robes and donned a set of hides as he fought
alongside them. He knows the lives and deaths of countless European settlers. He's spoken to their
descendants. He owns their cast-iron cookware. He's rowed thirteen miles up the nearly impassable river
they lived on in an exact replica of the type of small boat that (irregularly) delivered the goods their lives
depended upon. Why? To see what it was like.

Yeah, I grew up with that…

From an early age, he impressed upon me that the only way to truly learn about history was to ignore
everything my schoolbooks taught me, and instead read firsthand accounts and piece together what happened
for myself, instead of blindly believing the glorified tales of the victors.

When I was in middle school, we studied the Civil War, and my father pressed a thick, threadbare, vellum-
wrapped book in my hands entitled Twenty-Two Years a Slave, Forty Years a Free Man by Austin Steward.
It was the first of the many auto-biographies I read written by former slaves and abolitionists.

I will never forget what I found within their pages. And because of that, I will never be able to turn a blind
eye when this subject is poorly handled.

Kestrel, the female lead in this book, is the daughter of a general who conquered a people for his empire. Not
because said people were threatening theirs, not because they posed some danger to the world at large, but
because of greed. The Herrani had what the empire wanted, and so they took it, slaughtering, raping and
enslaving the populace along the way.

These atrocities are barely mentioned. One of the few accounts we're given is a vague reference to the male
lead's sister being raped, because, and I quote, she was "too beautiful for her own good". I'm not even going
to touch that one, because it would turn this review into a goddamn thesis paper.

In the beginning of the book, we're led to believe that Kestrel is different from her conquering father. We



find her at a slave market, with a friend who shrugs off the auction they're about to witness. We're given this
tidbit,

"…the girl's shrug reminded Kestrel that there were certain things they couldn't discuss."

In context, you're led to believe that this is because they don't see eye to eye on slavery. She proves this to be
true, by buying a slave. Oh wait, no, that doesn't prove that she's different, does it? In fact, it implies she's of
the same mindset; that it's okay to BUY AND SELL HUMAN BEINGS AS IF THEY ARE CATTLE.

*deep breath*

But there's still a chance that she bought him with good intentions. That she plans to immediately free him.
Har. Nope, she bought him because,

"The stony set of the slave's shoulders reminded her of herself..."

Yuuuup. You see, Kestrel is a self-centered asshole. She also doesn't give a single fuck that her father helped
to subjugate an entire race of people. She doesn't give a single fuck that they wait on her hand and foot, and
that she doesn't even know how to light a goddamn fire on her own. Sure, every now and then she feels a
pang of some undefined feeling radiating from the vestigial part of her brain where emotions like sympathy,
empathy, and HUMAN FUCKING DECENCY emanate from, but she's able to brush them off and ignore
them.

Don't believe me? How about this gem, where the slave she bought informs her that the room they're sitting
in isn't being used how it was meant to be,

"I know," he said, "because of this room's position in your suite, the cream color of the walls, and the
paintings of swans. This was where a Herrani lady would pen her letters or write journal entries. It's a
private room. I shouldn't be allowed inside."
"Well," said Kestrel, uncomfortable, "it is no longer what it was."

What a sociopathic remark. What a callous slap in the face. It no longer is what it was because she took it for
her own and enslaved those who once lived within it. This is one of over a dozen examples I could have used
here, by the way.

I'm sure that someone will argue with me that Kestrel is different, because she freed a slave. Yes, she freed a
single slave, Enai. This woman took up the mantel of caretaker when Kestrel's mother died, and stepped in to
fill her absence.

Let's not forget that Enai didn't have a choice in the matter, because SHE WAS A SLAVE. Want to know
what happened to Enai's family during the invasion? Want to know if she had a husband? Children?
Grandchildren? Can't tell you, because Kestrel, the selfish asshole, never bothered asking.

Oh, but she loves Enai. And according to Kestrel, Enai loves her. Because apparently there's such a thing as
consensual love when one of the people is being/has been systematically subjugated by the other. How can
you be free to love if you're not FREE?

And I have to point out the glaringly obvious here; Enai is filling the role of "the magical person". The exact
skin color of the Herrani is never really defined within this book, but we're given to believe that they are the



opposites of the Valorians who rule over them, dark-skinned where they are white, dark-haired where they
are fair. If Enai were further described as black, she would be the definition of "the magical negro". It was
Touré who said "Magical negroes exist so that the knowledge and spirit that comes from blackness can
enlighten or redeem whites who are lost or broken."

Enai is only included in the story in two capacities, when Kestrel is broken or lost, and when Enai dies. She
later (ONE MIGHT SAY MAGICALLY) appears to Kestrel in a dream during a crucial part of the story,
when Kestrel most needs bolstering, and provides her with a tale from the Herrani people that gives Kestrel
the strength she so desperately needs to carry on.

She is nothing but a stereotype, an overused plot device that needs to die a horrific death. She's included in
the story to give reason to Kestrel's implied difference from her peers. Because apparently you need a close
bond with a slave to understand HOW FUCKING WRONG IT IS.

*deep breath*

Every single other slave except for Enai and Arin, the man Kestrel bought at the auction, remains faceless
and nameless. So don't try to tell me that this chick is different, not when I'm forced to bear witness to scenes
like this one:

"You asked me to be honest with you. Do you think I have been?"
She remembered his harsh words during the storm. "Yes."
"Can I not ask the same thing of you?"
The answer was no, no slave could ask anything of her."

Let's talk about those slaves, shall we? Why is it, when slavery is one of the main themes of this book, that
the brutality of it is only hinted at? Why do we only see the scar-covered torso of Arin, and don't hear the
tales of how he earned them? Why do we only hear vague whispers of punishments but never see them
carried through?

This book skirts everything that could be considered unsavory. It makes a mockery of the barbarous
degradation, the soul-crushing dehumanization that these people face on a daily basis. Instead, every single
Valorian you meet is basically a stand-up character when it comes to slaves. You never see a Valorian lift a
hand to one. You never even see them threaten one.

And I have a theory about why. If you saw the Valorians for what they were, you would hate them, and that
would take away from the climax of this book. You see, the slaves revolt, and this book paints them as the
bad guys because it's told from Kestrel's point of view.

This is the point where I get really, REALLY angry. It's not enough that the atrocities they face on a daily
basis are glossed over. It's not enough that they are the ones who have had their culture annihilated, a large
chunk of their populace murdered, a large chunk of their female populace raped, and that those with the
misfortune of living are now enslaved, but you want to paint them as the villains for RISING UP AGAINST
THEIR OPPRESSORS?

No, fuck no.

This is where the book completely lost me. Up until this point, I had held out a small glimmer that Kestrel
might have a revelation, that when she was captured and forced to do a single degrading act, she would



understand what the Herrani had faced on a daily basis. She does not. Instead, she labels the man forcing her
to *gasp* wash his feet as a monster. And she vows vengeance. With ZERO grasp of the irony.

That's right. How dare he. Doesn't he know his place? Why doesn't he just be a good little slave and go back
to washing HER feet.

Near the 85% mark, something astonishing happens; in a single sentence, she finally regrets slavery. Yup.
For no reason. She doesn’t have a revelation, she doesn't learn a goddamn thing, just thinks,

"It didn't matter that Arin's cause was just, or that Kestrel now allowed herself to see that."

And then she moves the fuck on. Because even though she's "allowed herself" to see that slavery is a Bad
Thing, she's not going to do a goddamn thing to help, because she could never fight her own father. In fact,
she plans to escape and alert the Valorian army (which is away slaughtering and subjugating another people).
Oh, and yeah, she knows that this will lead to the wholesale genocide of the Herrani, but thems the brakes.

Fuck you, Kestrel. Seriously, I hope you slowly burn to death in the second book.

FYI, she never, not once, voices aloud that slavery is bad. That her father is bad. That the empire is an evil,
power-hungry demon sucking the life from (what's left of) the free world.

I could literally write another two thousand words about my issues with how this was handled, but as I've
already written two thousand words, I'll spare you from that. You're welcome. Just be warned that if you
come on this review trolling me, I took a LOT of notes and highlighted entire passages to back up the
arguments I make here.

In short, this book is nothing but a typical YA love story. It is completely lacking in any depth beyond that.
And this, ladies and gentlemen, is why I almost never read YA anymore, because while yes, I know this is
"just fiction", I can't seem to turn my brain off enough to accept that fact.
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April (Aprilius Maximus) says

Felt a slight disconnect with the main character, but otherwise I loved it!

Kat O'Keeffe says

So glad I picked this one up! I loved the story--especially in the second half, when we started to delve more
into politics and war strategies and larger scale conflicts. I also really enjoyed what we saw of the world
building, though I do wish we got a little more depth there. The societies of this world are so interesting, I'm
really looking forward to exploring that more in the future books. Characters were great, I loved the
relationship and shifting dynamic between Kestrel and Arin, and I appreciated that they were both very smart
(though one aspect of the ending frustrated me because it seemed like one of them wasn't acting at the top of
their intelligence.) (view spoiler)



Overall, I thought this was a fantastic first book in a series and I can't wait to jump right into book 2!


