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New York Times and USA Today bestselling author Shelley Shepard Gray takes us to the year 1866 with the
story of a second chance at love—and the power of forgiveness

Amish widow Sarah Ropp lives a quiet, solitary life since losing her husband in the Civil War. That is, until
the night she discovers aman in her barn claiming to be Daniel—not killed, only injured. Though horribly
burned on his face, he resembles Daniel, and Sarah accepts him hesitantly. After all, who else could he be?

Jonathan Scott has nothing to live for but the memories of afellow soldier. Daniel Ropp had talked endlessly
about his wife, Amish faith—and the money he'd buried near his barn. John only intends to take the money,
but when his heart begins to open to this kind woman, suddenly living alie isn't so easy.

Though relieved by his safe return, Sarah begins to have doubts about this"new" Daniel. He's more patient,
gentler—nothing like her hard husband. But as her heart reopens to him, she must know the truth. If her
doubts are confirmed, will Sarah be able to forgive the deceit and find a second chance at happiness?
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Rachel says

This book is the combination of two of my favorite genres— Amish fiction and historical fiction —and
Shelley has areal winner here. The story takes place in 1866 and we find Sarah Ropp, a Civil War widow,
trying her best to survive alone on her farm. Her husband, Daniel, who was abusive to her, has been killed in
the war. When she hears a noise in the barn and goes to investigate, she finds a severely scarred and burned
soldier claiming to be her Daniel. But there is something different about Daniel, he is ho longer the tyrant he
was before he left for war and Sarah is strangely attracted to this new Daniel. Asthey get to know each other,
Sarah comes to realize that this man is not Daniel but an imposter named Jonathan Scott and confronts him.
He confesses dl, that he was friends with Daniel but didn't like the man from the way he spoke of hiswife.
Before Daniel iskilled in the war, he confides to John that he has hidden money on his property in ajar near
the barn. John's plan is to find Sarah, pretend he is Daniel, find the money and leave. But as he comes to
know Sarah and finds out how much she was abused by Daniel, mentally and physically, he beginsto fall in
love with her. They eventually find the money jar but John cannot bear the thought of taking it and leaving
Sarah.

They eventually devise a scheme where she will dress English and they will go to atown far away and get
married, which they do and live as Daniel and Sarah. The plan seemsto work as everyone in the community
has accepted John as Danidl, that is, until LIoyd Mast comes home from the war and recognizes Dani€l as
being Jonathan Scott. A confrontation takes place and John defends Sarah's honor and Sarah defends his
honor. Eventually they are accepted by the community, and while Sarah is no longer Amish, she findsa
happy life with her new husband. Thisis atruly heart-warming story of love, forgiveness and moving on.
Great book, Shelley!

Brittany says

Redemption is avery unique story that flowed smoothly for me. | read this book quickly, as| do many of
Shelley Shepard Gray’ s books.

Thefirst thing that caught my attention about Redemption isthat it isan Amish book that is set right after the
end of the Civil War. | felt invested right away in these characters. | immediately felt sorry for Sarah. Sheis
awar widow. On top of that, she was an abused wife. A very scarred man who claimsto be her late husband,
Daniel, appears. Sarah redly struggles with this. It is hard for her to reconcile this man who is so changed on
the outside and the inside, to the cruel husband of her past.

Jonathan Scott isahero that at first | did not think that | should like. | felt he was taking advantage of Sarah.
Although he was kind to her, | questioned the lies he was telling. After awhile, | could not help but like him
and hope that things would work out for the both of them.

Thiswas an enjoyable story that | believe fans of Amish fiction will enjoy.

Y ou can read this review on my blog at:
http://brittreadsfiction.wordpress.co...



Angela says

Since losing her husband in the Civil War, Sarah has lived pretty much aone on the farm that she shared
with her now deceased husband. Life for Sarah has been a struggle since she married Daniel. First shewasin
an abusive, loveless marriage and now she does her best to manage her home as awidow.

Jonathon Scott isin need of money and a new start now that the Civil War is over. Once a handsome man,
Jonathon is now a scarred man, both inside and out. As afellow soldier with Daniel Popp, Jonathon hears
stories of alife he only can imagine with a beautiful wife, ahome of his own, and a secret only he knows
with Daniel. After Daniel's death, Jonathon starts his journey to find what Daniel has hidden al of thistime.
A secret he has kept from even his wife, Sarah.

Jonathon meets Sarah in her barn. He tells her that heisin fact Daniel and that heis still alive. Sarah believes
him at first, but Jonathon's true character shines through and from there the story mergesinto beautiful story
of forgiveness, acceptance and redemption.

So much of this story can still be placed in practical terms even if your story doesn't match Jonathon and
Sarah's. We al desire to have forgiveness and to be able to let go of atroubled past. We all still need to know
that we can be loved and to love even if we are not as beautiful aswe would like. Beauty comesin all shapes
and sizes, and regardless of how a person looks we al still have traits and attributes that can be beautiful, if
people take the time to see them.

Cindy says

Shelley Shepard Gray combines Amish fiction with historical fiction in Redemption. The combination of
both makes a great storyline. Y ou have atouch of history, atouch of romance, atouch of bullying, a touch of
deceit, and atouch of faith/hope/love in her story. And thereis avauable lesson learned by al involved.

Y ou definitely cannot judge a book by its cover so to say with the storyline. A definite must read if you
enjoy Amish fiction or even historical fiction. One of those stories you don't want to put down once you start
reading.

Tammy Bernadt says

What awonderful book. It is different.

Author's note: | took that small bit of truth and let my imagination take over.
Well in this book she sure did. She said too decided to shake things up a bit
She sure did.

Connie says

"Redemption" tells the story of Sarah, an Amish woman who has lived in hardship for the past three years,
believing her husband has perished in the war. For some reason her Amish community has distanced
themselves from her, and her life is a pale shadow of what she had dreamed of as a child.



Suddenly the world shifts under her again as her husband returns....not dead? Different somehow in small
ways....and changed somehow, leaving Sarah to wonder if she can trust what she sees, what she feels.

Thisisacharming, thoughtful story of hopelessness turned to hope, ruined lives changed, indeed redeemed!
I highly recommend it!

Wilani Wahl says

Redemption from Shelly Shepard Gray is a Home Run Hit. | was very moved with this book. It isan Amish
story from the Cival War era. One of the things that struck me was the reminder of a Bible verse my mother
used to quote to me all thetime, “Be sure your sin will find you out.” Y et, the book also made clear that
forgiveness and restoration is also possible. There are more lessons in this book, but if | mentioned them |
would spail it for those who have not yet read the book. | would highly recommend this book. | was given
this book in exchange for giving an honest review.

Sandra says

Sweet story, but yes, abit far-fetched. Even so, | just can't resist the themes of hope, love, and acceptance.

Linda says

Not sureif it isfair for meto rate this book, but | only picked it up and read a couple of pages. Decided |
could not get past the idea of an Amish man going to fight in the Civil War (I looked that up, and while it
apparently did happen on occasion, it was not the norm for Amish men). So | just don't want to read this
book.

Lorraine says

REDEMPTION

Despite being Amish, Daniel Ropp had gone to fight in the Civil War. Daniel and Sarah’s marriage was one
of great unhappiness for her and, because of that, she had been glad to see him go. Because of his decision,
Sarah was practically shunned by their community. Now she is awidow left to care for the farm on her own.

THREE YEARSLATER...... Someone was in Sarah’s barn! She stood at her back door watching the light
that shone through the dlats of the barn’s siding. Being out on the farm with no one to take care of her left her
fearful in situations like this. Thunderstorms made her fearful! She was alone and helpless.

Sarah picked up acast-iron frying pan and walked toward the barn, praying as she went. When she opened
the door a man stepped out of the shadows....... DANIEL???? Could it really be? His name was among those
that had perished in the war. Had he really survived and was now back home?

Sarah had her doubts. Astime went on and she watched him closely she saw that this man was not the cruel



and hard man she had known her husband to be. He was tender, thoughtful and kind. They even joked and
laughed with each other. Had the war changed him? That much?

Zeke (Ezekiel) Graber had loved Sarah for along time and was finally going to ask her if he could court her.
Imagine his dismay and surprise to find Daniel back. At church services and gatherings, Daniel didn’t seem
to remember people as he should. He used the trauma of the war as an excuse but Zeke and others were
suspicious of him.

Daniel had served under Lieutenant Jonathan Scott (John). Being the arrogant man that he was, Daniel spent
time bragging about the abusive way he treated his wife and money he had hidden on their farm. Daniel and
John looked enough alike that, when Daniel was killed and John burned so badly he had to leave the army,
he made alife changing decision. He had never had anything or anyone really and decided to go to find
Daniel’s money and make alife for himself. Then she found him in the barn!!!!

You'll definitely want to pick up a copy of this book to find out for yourself what happens when Sarah
realizes the man staying at her farm is not Daniel. What happens when the community learns the truth? How
does everyone find out?

Thisis another wonderfully written book by best-selling author Shelley Shepard Gray and YOU WILL
LOVE IT!!

Kristi says

Sarah Ropp's husband Daniel has died fighting in the Civil War. Sarah is almost relieved that her husband
won't be returning to her as he wasn't the kindest of husbands. That all changes one night when she finds a
man in her barn claiming to be Daniel. He resembles Daniel but he is scarred from injuries making it
impossible for Sarah to know for sure.

Jonathan Scott fought alongside Daniel Ropp in the war. He knows details of Daniel's life, and pretending to
be Daniel, goes to Holmes County, Ohio to find money hidden on Daniel and Sarah's property. He never
expects Sarah to discover him and when she does everything changes for them both.

Thisbook is different from any other book about the Amish | have read. It combines Amish fiction and
historical fiction in a storyline that keeps the reader involved and wanting to know how the story will end. It
was very easy to like and sympathize with Sarah and Jonathan. Their stories are written in away that |eaves
the reader wanting nothing short of happiness for them.

I recommend this book to anyone who likes Amish fiction or historical fiction. The book has enough Amish
qualities for those who love Amish fiction. It is not overly Amish for those looking for an historical fiction
read.

Cynthia Fernstaedt says

Redemption: changing or lifting someone from alowly or deteriorated state to a better condition. Sarah Ropp
ayoung Amish woman facing the struggles faced by many women during the Civil War years. Although



Amish; her husband had gone to join the battle and was listed among the dead. Jonathan Scott, a lieutenant
who knew Sarah’s husband. Accustomed to fending for himself, trying to find hisway in life after the war:
an Englischer. Their paths cross as a result of curiosity, survival and deception. Can two people, each
suffering within, break down their own walls? Readers of Shelley Shepard Gray's newest novel Redemption,
will not only witness the act of redemption; they will surely be drawn to ponder the times their own lives
have been redeemed.

Janice says

| read this on the Kindle
While | thought this a very good book it reminded me of the film Sommersby with Jodie Foster

Thisisthe story set just after the American Civil War where a Jonathan Scott pretends to be Daniel Roper
whilei can understand the fact he supposed to have changed the part that didn't gel with me was he couldn't
speak much Pennsylvania Dutch that part more than any let this book down

The story it was nicely told & you could see how Sara had struggled with her life & how Jonathan coming in
to her life was for the good

There was afew characters who didn't really live up to what you expect from the Amish & how they treated
Sarain the storyline the rest of the community didn't have much to do with her as Daniel had goneto fight in
the war but nothing was said about the others who went & how their families was treated

All that said i did enjoy the book so i have givenit a3* asit was nicely told

Ann Kietzman says

The perfect blend of both Amish and Historical romance. Redemption is a hauntingly sweet story set in
Holmes County, Ohio during the Civil War.

Widow Sarah Ropp is horrified when the heavily scarred man lurking in her barn introduces himself as her
husband. Had the reports of his death been a mistake? Even as she struggles to accept his return, the truth
whispersto her heart and soul. Only the Lord's guidance will help her navigate the rough days ahead.
Shelley Shepard Gray has written a story filled with warmth, community and the belief that the Lord will
work things out perfectly in the end. A must read.

Cheryl Baranski says

Redemption, By Shelley Shepard

Thisisthe story of Sarah Ropp. Sheisleft to fend for herself when

her husband Daniel goes off to fight in the war. Believing that her

husband died in the war when his nameis seen on alist of casudities.

Sarah is taken by surprise when a man shows up in her barn. He sort of resembels
her Daniel. The war hastaking atoll on him. Sarah comes to accept the fact

that her husband is back. She starts to have doubts about him. He has changed



so much personality wise. She no longer fears him like before the war.
Can this man be Sarah’ s husband? Has he changed so much?

A must read book.

5 stars!!




