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Cammie Morgan is a student at the Gallagher Academy for Exceptional Y oung Women, afairly typical al-
girls school-that is, if every school taught advanced martial artsin PE and the latest in chemical warfarein
science, and students received extra credit for breaking CIA codesin computer class. The Gallagher
Academy might claim to be a school for geniuses but it's really a school for spies. Even though Cammieis
fluent in fourteen languages and capable of killing a man in seven different ways, she has no idea what to do
when she meets an ordinary boy who thinks she's an ordinary girl. Sure, she can tap his phone, hack into his
computer, or track him through town with the skill of area "pavement artist"-but can she maneuver a
relationship with someone who can never know the truth about her?

Cammie Morgan may be an €elite spy-in-training, but in her sophomore year, she's on her most dangerous
mission-falling in love.
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Jennifer Girard says

35

It was a pretty good book. Kind of a guilty pleasure but such afun read. | would LOVE to be a spy.

L ola says

Y esterday, | was in abook slump. | hadn’t been in abook slump for years. To cure myself, | decided to
reread afavourite series of mine—The Gallagher Girls.

The key to loving this seriesisto not take it too serioudly. It's a series that explores the idea of being a
teenage spy going to a boarding school that teaches spies how to neutralize an enemy, dozen of foreign
languages, to unravel abomb and other kickass things necessary for teenage spies to know.

It's up to the readers to decide if to believe or not al they’re reading about, but it truly isn't very hard to,
because Ally Carter created something amazing here. She designed a world-building like areal ar chitect.
It's amost as good as the world-building in Harry Potter, and I'm not even joking here.

Thisfirst book is packed with spy secrets and adventures, but mostly, it's a fun story about a spy
girl—Cammie—who has never interacted with a guy her age before, encountering a hottie during her first
mission. No one was supposed to notice her, but he did.

What | like most about this book is that the romance is not the most important part. It's not solely focused on
Cammie and Josh. Every chapter makes us learn new things about the school, the students and the teachers.
And we haven't learned everything yet; there’ s still so much left to discover.

Reading this series makes the reader feel like he's part of something special.

BD | Blog | Youtube | Twitter | Instagram | Google+ | Bloglovin'

Morgan F says

Okay, | was never expecting much from this book, especially after | saw that it had been optioned for afilm
by Disney. But | was hoping for some James Bond/Cody Banks/Spy Kids action.

This book is about Cammie Morgan, a student at the elite Gallagher Academy, which is essentially an all-girl
school for spies. Cammieis a pretty normal student at Gallagher, besides the fact that her mother isthe
headmistress, and she has a reputation for being "the Chameleon." Cammie knows fourteen languages and
how to kill a man with a piece of uncooked spaghetti, but when it comes to boys, she's clueless. However,
some boy advice will come in handy when she starts up a secret relationship with a normal boy- who thinks



sheisjust anormal girl.

This book was cute. Nothing more than that. It had some humor, not enough to make me laugh out loud, but
enough to keep the mood light. That's the thing, | thought this book was TOO light. | never really bought in
to any conflict. Don't you think in a book about spies, there should be some bad guys? Essentialy, this book
isabout a girl who meets aboy. The spy stuff isjust kind of tacked on. Cammie seemed more like a normal
girl than a genius. But she did have alevel head on her shoulders. But of course, all her friends wer super-
model gorgeous while sheis average looking. And she is the one with the boyfriend. Right. The characters
and plot were all just a bit bland for me. Not much action to speak of. That was a tad disappointing. But there
was some genuine guy advice, which readers will appreciate.

I don't know. It's cute, light, and I'm sure tweenage girls will eat it up. | won't read the sequels though unless
they fall into my hands.

Sue (Hollywood News Sour ce) says

REREAD: July 2015

Since, | finished Gallagher Girls recently, certain things has been bugging. | simply haveto read it. All | can
say is| love it so much better now. And | could help but to chuckle darkly at what's about to come for them.
Oh my sweet summer children.

Initial reading date: January 20, 2015

Gallagher Girls has been sitting in my kindle for awhile and | actualy tried reading it before, but | wasn't
impressed with the writing.

The funny thing about it, | talk like the protagonist online and offline. | used alot of exclamation points and
unnecessary parenthesis. | didn't realized how annoying that is until I'm not the one whao's doing it. The good
thing is, | got used to it and it eventually got better. Thisis not a perfect book. There were some snubbing
other girls part, but overal it is sweet and adventurous.

M egan says

Just realized | never reviewed thisone! Wedll, hereitis....

I'd Tell You | Love You, But Then I'd Have to Kill You isfluff. Pure brain candy fluffy fluff. It would be so
easy to knock so many aspects of this novel but | won't because there is one thing which | absolutely loved
about it ~ the girlsin Ally Carter's spy school actually value academics and when the going gets tough, they
choose integrity and personal values over boys. Admittedly, if the market was flooded with thistype of YA
lit, | would probably be singing a different tune right now. But considering how many Y A books feature a
girl giving up so much of her self to be 100% devoted to luv twu luv this was pretty refreshing.

If you can get past this story being narrated by someone who sounds as if they should be reading the voice on



achildren's cartoon, thisisagreat (and did | mention fluffy???) escape. Somewhere | read that this series
actually matures a little with the girls so I'll be continuing this series. Again, it's fluffy and alittle young,
perhaps middle or even grade school. But it's brief and totally enjoyable without my brain having to be on :)

Emer says

Read as part of the ABN Summer Reading Challenge recommended by Zoha

Thiswas pretty much candy flossin book format; | liked it at the beginning because it was so light and fluffy
but by theend it gets al... Well you know how candy floss looks a bit crap by the end and you get sick of its
endless sugary sweetness...

So thiswas afun quick read but felt very lower ya/ middle grade to me and | was just a bit bored with it by
the ending. The characters were pretty much flat stereotypes rather than deeply thought out and well
rounded; always abugbear of mine. The storyline lacked any serious tension which | thought would be the
overriding atmosphere in a spy book but it was a bit of frivolous fun so it's not all bad.

Mary says

| had so much fun reading this! | already had the hugest smile on my face by page 2 and it didn’t leave until
the very last page. It's such afeel good, fluffy, downright hilarious book and I'm so upset right now that |
don’'t own the rest of the series. It's the kind of book that can pull you out of areading slump, that feels
effortless to read and that just makes reading so much fun!

Cammie Morgan goes to the Gallagher Academy for Exceptional Y oung Women, which sounds like a fancy
school for rich kids, but is actually a school for spies. An al-girls school for spies. And Cammieis very good
when it comes to spy stuff, but when she meets a boy, Josh, and pretends to be a normal girl for his sake,
things get interesting and complicated.

Thething that | LOVE about this book is the focus that it puts on the friendship between girls. Despite the
fact that Cammie’ s adventures revolve around Josh, the heart of this book is the relationship between
Cammie and her friends and her mother. | love how girl-centered this book is, because we need more books
like this: books that show girls are kick ass, are smart, can be spies while being feminine and girly at the
same time, are close with each other and have each other’ s backs. The only other book that gave me the same
feeling was Vampire Academy, because of Rose and Lissa' s friendship (speaking of VA, go read that series,

okay?).

The writing is so so funny. It s easy to follow, but aluring at the same time. | flew through thisand | could
have easily read it in one sitting, with enough time. I’ sjust all around fun, witty and it made me feel warm
and fuzzy. If you're looking for something contemporary and easy to read, look no further and give this book
atry. Youwon't regret it!

Favourite quotes:

“l think it'skindanice.” And | did. my mom isn’'t famous for her pies. No, she's famous for defusing a
nuclear device in Brussels with only a pair of cuticle scissors and a ponytail holder. Somehow, at the



moment, pies seemed cooler.”

“The time for crying with your girlfriends about a broken heart is over chocolate ice cream
and chick flicks—not stun guns and bulletproof vests.”

gooog

To everyone who got this far, thank you for reading and have awonderful day! Also, feel free to share your
thoughts, comment or tell me anything :)

Initial reaction: SO CUTE AND FUNNY AND | LOVED IT
*gilently crying because | don't have the next books in the series*

Caryn says

I liked this book in the same way that | like the Princess Diaries movies (1 and 2). It's cute. It makes me feel
warm and fuzzy. | giggle when it's witty. And when the lights come up (or | reach the back cover), theresa
smile on my face.

Cammie "The Chameleon” goesto a spy school. | mean, how cool isthat! Yes, at times, the plot is cringe-
worthy (I mean, the basic conflict is the fact that she can't tell the perfect boy that she can throw him to the
pavement from six different positions), but the dialogue is good, and you can tell that Ally really had alot of
fun with her concept. | think that's the key to young adult books: really falling in love with what you've
created. Becoming so enamoured, so enthralled in the world your characters inhabit that it becomes a part of
you, becomes the language in which you speak. Rowling did it (see Harry Potter), Riordan did it (see Percy
Jackson), and Skye did it (see Leven Thumps).

And, let'sfaceit. It would make a beautiful movie. Much of the humor is situational, which translates really
well to the screen, and the story is short enough that there won't be any need to remove important plot points
(can anyone say Order of the Phoenix?)

Disney. Please. Do it.

Thisiswhat summer reading is all about.

Jennifer Wardrip says

Reviewed by Me for TeensReadToo.com

Welcome to The Gallagher Academy for Exceptional Y oung Women, an al-girls school located just outside
of Roseville, Virginia. Anyone looking at this elite private boarding school would see just what The
Gallagher Academy wants you to see--a preppy school for privileged girls, complete with a guardhouse and
stone wall to keep the curious away from their precious charges. And they'd be right, of course, and yet they
would be so very, very wrong!



Because The Gallagher Academy isn't exactly what it appearsto be. It's an elite school, that's for sure, and
the only boys who grace its grounds are the male teachers. After that, though, the similarities between The
Gallagher Academy and every other €lite boarding school in the world ends. Instead of math and reading,
English and horseback-riding, the girls who attend this school take courses in Covert Operations, Ancient
Languages, Countries of the World, Culture and Assimilation, and Protection and Enforcement. The
Gallagher Academy is, in aword, a school for spies.

Cammie Morgan is a second-generation Gallagher girl--her mother, who al so attended the schoal, is now the
headmistress. Her two best friends, Liz and Bex, are both super-smart, and the best spies-in-training she
knows (except for Liz's lack of coordination, but that's another story). Cammie has spent most of her life
inside the walls of The Gallagher Academy, and now that another semester is starting, complete with new
CoveOps teacher, hunky Joe Solomon, she's really looking forward to the new school year.

But then things start to get alittle out of control. Mr. Solomon seems to know all about Cammie's missing-
and-presumed-dead father. She meets a boy in town, Josh, who finally sees her, really sees her, like no one
else ever has. After al, she didn't get her nickname, "the chameleon,” for nothing. But now Cammieis
balancing on a dangerous ledge--knowing that no one outside of the gates of The Gallagher Academy can
ever know who she truly is, and wanting nothing more than to spill all of her secrets to Josh.

Asliestangle with truths, asfirst love duels with obligation, Cammie will need to learn exactly what it
means to be a spy, her mother's daughter, and ayoung girl falling in love.

I'D TELL YOU | LOVE YOU, BUT THEN I'D HAVE TOKILL YOU isawonderful, laugh-out-loud,
action-adventure extravaganza. Filled with plenty of cool gadgets, intriguing teachers, and heart-pounding
first-love moments to keep the reader interested, you won't be able to put this book down once you start. A
true winner, and | definitely can't wait for a sequel!

Phrynne says

Cute, funny, entertaining, very definitely young adult but still well written and readable for an older age
group.

| read thisfor achallenge and was glad | did, asit probably would not have been on my reading list
otherwise and | would have missed out! For once, the girl was an individua who kept to her main target in
life despite having to sacrifice some personal things along the way - that included her boyfriend.

The action takes place in a school which is reminiscent of Hogwarts only thistimeit isfor spying, not magic.
And all the pupils are girls. With extremely high 1Qs. It was all very interesting.

A fun read and one which | am just going to have to follow up. I now need to know what happens to Cammie
and Josh next!!!

Jasprit says

2.5 stars



Ally Carter was an author who | came across last year when | picked up her Heist society series. It wasa
series which was cleverly written, humorous and alot of fun. After thoroughly enjoying it, | thought | would
check out her Gallagher girls series.

I'd tell you that | love you but then I'd have to kill you follows the story of Cammie who was bought up into
afamily of spies; not much is known about Cammie’s dad other than he lost hislife at doing something that
he enjoyed and had a natural talent for. Cammie’ s mother is aretired CIA operative but now headmistress of
the Gallagher academy; a school for spies which Cammie attends.

The academy isthere to train up girls who have the natural talent, intelligence or have the spy “genes’
running through their family. Cammie’slifeis pretty closed off, she's the last person to know anything
despite her mum being head teacher of her school and she's never had a boyfriend. The Gallagher girlsaren’'t
really allowed to venture out of the academy unless they have prior permission to do so. Also on the outside
world no one really knows what the Gallagher academy isreally for. Most people assume it’s a boarding
school for snobby rich girls.

When out training one day Cammie stumblesinto a cute boy. Cammie finds herself stuttering and speed
talking like she’ s insane what iswrong with her? she’s a spy for god’ s sake she knows how to speak in 14
languages but for some insane reason she finds herself blushing and unable to form a coherent sentence. Her
best friends Bex and Liz decide that if she really likes this guy then they must conduct a special investigation
to ensure he' s safe and doesn’t have arecord. But the more time Cammie spends with him the more she
realises she' sfaling for him, but will he still like her when he finds out everything she’stold himisalie?
That she's not homeschooled but a Gallagher girl? And her friends think that she is mixing up priorities, are
the Gallagher girls and becoming a spy; everything she's been brought up to do important or a boy?

So why the 2.5 stars?

I'd tell you | love but then I'd have to kill you was afunny humorous read and honestly that was the only
reason | carried on reading the book until the end. The humour at times was alittle immature for me and |
think that’s another reason | didn’'t enjoy it as much. | personally think that this would suit a much younger
age group, I'm sure that if | was still in high school | would have loved this series but now? Not so much. |
also found my attention wavering alot of the time whilst reading this, this may be because | couldn’t really
connect with the characters and also found the plot to be a bit predictable at times. | much prefer a story that
keeps you on your toes and has some elements of surprise. | don’t think | will continue with the rest of this
series. | know some of you may say how can you give up after just the first book? But | find that unless a
book really keeps my attention | am more likely to continue with it, which this book didn’t really do.

Thank you NetGalley and Disney-Hyperion for giving me the opportunity to read this book.

Zoha says

“| suppose a lot of teenage girls feel invisible sometimes, like they just disappear. Well, that's me—Cammie,
the Chameleon. But I'm luckier than most because, at my school, that's considered cool .- go to a school for

spies.”



"Learn Her Skills, Honor Her Sword, Keep Her Secrets'

Gallagher Academy for Exceptional Young Women is an all-girls school. To the outsiders, it is an elite
school for spoiled snobs; to the insiders, a spy-school for the genius girls. The school trainsits studentsin
different fields including, Advanced Languages and Covert Operations! * HOW cool is that!*

The building is pristine; the faculty is gorgeous* cough* Joe Solomon* cough* (also trained and able but who
cares, right?) ; the classes are fun!

ThePlot

Cammie Morgon is a sophomore in Gallagher Academy.
AsK her to:

Speak 14 languages, ?

Hack a computer, ?

Crack security, ?

Kill aperson. ?

With pleasure!

BUT

Dressing up, ?
Meeting a boy, ?
Go on dates ?
Being Normal ?
NEGATIVE!

When she meets Joshua Abrams, a perfectly normal boy, she faced difficulties to have arelationship with
him. So she and her friends decided to make him the subject of her new secret Covert Operation!

Characters:
Cameron Morgon ; The Girl

Cammie is the Chameleon! She comes from the family of spies and goes to the school for spies where her
mother is the headmistress. Her favorite classis CovOps. Sheis brave and loyal. She has the uncanny ability
to go unnoticed, hence the name Chameleon!

Fun fact: She has an imaginary cat, Suzie!

Joshua Abram aka The Sweet Guy

Josh is a sweet boy. Heisanormal teenager who goes to anormal school where he studies normal subjects
with hisnormal friends. Umm.... there is nothing more to his character except he is a subject of Cammie's
interests.

Rachel Morgon; The Mom

Cammie's mom and Gallagher's Headmistress, Rachel is described breathtakingly beautiful by Cammie. She



isalso theretired CIA officer. Sheisan excellent spy and agreat mom! Sheisavery cool Mom! (view
spoiler)

Joe Solomon aka Teacher I'd Like ToKiss

Mr. Solomon is the new CovOp teacher. He isincredibly handsome! According to Cammie, he capable of
making "James Bond feel insecure" and Indiana Jones look like a"mommals boy". He is a so very tough on
students and (view spoiler)

Elizabeth Sutton aka The Genius

Liz isone of the smartest people on the Earth, has photographic memory thekind-ef-character-that-makes
you-teeHikea-dumb-eralesert

Rebecca Baxter aka The Beautiful

Bex is confident, beautiful, has an English accent and is an excellent spy! (Don't look at me like this
Gallagher academy is supposed to be for exceptional young women!)

Macey McHenry aka The Perfect

The new addition in the sisterhood of Gallagher girls, Macey fought hard to make her place in the trio and
guess what? She won!! *surprise* Once an apple of discord is now the apple of their eyes!! Shewas
rejected or dropped out of the fry-pan of every other school and fall directly into the fire of Gallagher's spool.
The four of them combined was a hurricane of awesomeness and fun!

Thisisthe most underrated book I've read! | mean no damsel in distress, but heroesin heels?? What more

can you ask for in abook??
Happy reading!

Elise (TheBookishActress) says

Thisis one of those nostalgia books. They're not exactly high-class literature, but the Ghallager Girls are
great fun.

TOP FIVE REASONSTO LOVE THISSERIES

It'sabout spies. Like that doesn't make everyone want to read a book. Yes, it's hokey and the concepts have
dight wish-fulfillment going on. It's fun anyway.

Fast-paced and never boring. It's exactly the kind of fast-paced fun you need in your life. You'll never feel
like putting this series down. It especially improves as it goes; thisis really the worst book of the five I've
read.



Fun characters. Liz isthe smart one, a bit klutzy and super loyal. Bex isthe danger-seeker. Macie isthe
heart-of-gold with arude exterior. And Cammie is the chameleon.

Strong friendships between girls. Macie, Cammie, Liz, and Bex are the greatest foursome of all time. Their
relationship especially develops over time.

Hilarious. This seriesis laugh-out-loud funny. Character dynamics, little lines here and there... it's al fun.

Giselle says

Yes. I'm afull grown adult. Yes, | thought this was pretty freaking awesome! Don't laugh at me!! * scowls*

These are the kinds of books | turn to when | want something fun and silly; a change of pace. A high-school-
drama-filled book that | can read and enjoy without the need to use my brain awhole lot. It doesn't claim to
be a deeply significant story that will blow your mind with its complexity. It's arelatively straightforward
plot, but with all kinds of shameless fun, plenty of humor, an adorable romance, and of course, cool gadgets.
Welcome to spy school!

"Every time | caught a glance at the world around us, | saw another year of my life flash before my eyes.”

Cammie, spy in training, iswitty, smart, independent, yet clueless when it comes to boys. She's the perfect
protagonist for this story. She got me laughing at her ridiculous antics and hilarious inner (sometimes outer)
dialogue. Obviously, being ateenager, she makes plenty of dumb decisions especially when it comesto a
boy she likes. However, her own logic isintelligent enough to make it rather amusing instead of annoying.
Alongside Cammie we've got atruly fantastic cast of supporting characters who are well-rendered with
relevant roles and loud personalities. Friends, family, teachers, classmates, outsiders; there's a big bunch of
colorful characters which | think isthe main reason why | enjoyed this rather fluffy plot so much.

The spy elementsin the story are kept fairly simple. We do see the characters in spy-mode, but it's nothing
that got me taking notes (yet. - Hey, you never know!). | found this book to be more of an introduction to the
spy-school. We begin to uncover the secrets behind Gallagher Academy, which is thought to be a school for
privileged elites, but instead, brims with magical possibilities and secret passageways. Oh, and martia arts
training!! Boarding school stories are a guilty pleasure of mine. It's unfamiliar territory for me in my small
town, nowhere, Canada; | find myself enchanted by their mystique. Since | know we've only just scratched
the surface of this uncanny school, I'm particularly looking forward to digging deeper inside itswalls, as well
asitsinhabitants. Thisfirst book in the Gallagher Girls series has a plot that concentrates more on the cute,
though predictable, romance between the protagonist and an outsider who has no idea what he's getting into.

Strangely, with this said, regardless of how different both series obvioudly are, | kept being reminded of
Harry Potter. The magical, secretive school, the large cast of sparkling personalities; evidently this seriesis
quite a bit more frivolous and lighthearted (at least so far), but the vibe | get from it feels similar.

Fun and quirky, immature at times, implausible yet entertaining, 1'd Tell You | Love You, But Then I'd Have
to Kill You - which by theway | have to admit | love thetitlesin this series - is adelightful escape from
reality. Yesit'swritten for young'uns, but damn it, I had fun too!



For more of my reviews, visit my blog at X presso Reads

Ivana A. says

Blog | Facebook | Twitter | Instagram | Pinterest

If you are looking for arefreshing Y oung-Adult read, with college unlike any other - thisis the perfect book
for you. 1'd Tell You | Love You, But Then I'd Have to Kill You isthefirst book from the Gallagher Girl
series, where we meet girls that go to a school for spies, and nobody except them, knowsiit.

The Gallagher Academy isatypical all-girls-school, except, instead of normal subjects, they learn advanced
martial arts and chemical warfare studies, they have exams where they need to spy, or go unnoticed, or steal.

We meet Cammie Morgan, who happens to be the headmistress's daughter, and when she goes on amission
and gets noticed by aboy - everything changes and her life is suddenly everything but normal. She knows
how to kill aman in seven different ways, and she can speak fourteen languages, but when a cute boy comes
and says hi - sheis definitely not trained for that. What's worst - he thinks she's just an ordinary girl, and she
isfalinginlove with him.

Sure, she can tap his phone, hack into his computer, and track him through town without his ever being the
wiser - but can she have arelationship with aregular boy who can never know the truth about her? Cammie
may be an €elite spy-in-training, but in her sophomore year, she's beginning her most dangerous mission -
falling in love.

| loved the writing style, and | loved something new and refreshing - it isaplot that | haven't read before,
and | really enjoyed it. Sometimes when it felt abit childish, | would remember | am not thirteen anymore,
but even now at twenty-one, | got lost into this silly world of spy girls and the drama and love life of
Cammie.

I liked Cammie - sheisthe type of girl that you would love to have as afriend, because she always makes
you giggle with her silly comments. | also liked how brave and honest she was - not always honest though...
Sometimes, she was too whiney for her own good, and making little things out of nothing, but then again, all
teens kind of do that all the time, so it's acceptable.

| loved her friends - they were such ateam, and always covering their backs. | loved how, even despite all
their differences, they managesto fit right in and have their own impact to the group friendship.

Overdl, quite an enjoyable read and | would definitely recommend it to you guys, if you love anything YA,
or fantasy, or spy girls, or college related. | enjoyed this book, and | wish | read it way sooner. | can't wait to
read the rest of the series aswell.

Thank you to my friend and author, Michael Kott, that send me this book after recommending it to me, as
Ally Carter isone of hisfavourite authors, and he enjoyed this book aswell. Check out hisbook Piasa- itis



amazing!

Blog | Facebook | Twitter | Instagram | Pinterest

Marketa says

Pr?m?rnajednohubka, tak akorét napsana pro mladsi divky (13-15 let) nebo pro netend?ky. Zabavilo m?to,
U?el spinilo. :)

Kelly Brigid says

“Thetimefor crying with your girlfriends about a broken heart is over chocolate ice
cream and chick flicks—not stun guns and bulletproof vests.”

o
2
g

You know those books that are quirky, alittle smple, maybe even childish, but you just can't help
falling in love with? Well ladies and gentlemen, thisis one of those books. | adored it! | admit, | was a bit
skeptical over the cheesy title and cliché synopsis, but I'd Tell You | Love You, But Then I'd Have To Kill
Y ou was clever, cute, and overall agreat read. | haven't laughed as much reading a book since The
Hitchhiker's Guideto the Galaxy. The plot isfairly uncomplicated, but packed with ridiculous humor,
snarky remarks, and a hilarious romance.

ThePlot
“1 suppose a lot of teenage girlsfeel invisible sometimes, like they just disappear. Well, that's
me—Cammie the Chameleon. But I'm luckier than most because, at my school, that's
considered cool.
| go to a school for spies.”
Cammie Morgan isin for quite atreat for her Sophomore year. Nothing is out of the ordinary as our

protagonist is on a Covert Operations mission - blending into the crowd, tailing her target...etc. Cammie's a
pavement artist; no one's notices her unless she wants them too. That is, until she meets Josh.

“Hey, Cammie... tell Suzie she'salucky cat."
Have sexier words ever been spoken? | serioudly think not!”



Hence, the start of a beautiful relationship...or maybe not. When you attend an all girl school for spies, it's
not exactly easy to be in arelationship. Once Cammie€'s friends Bex, Liz, and Macy find out about her
acquaintance with Josh, they assume he's a honeypot - aka a spy. Naturally, they decide to tap his phone,
scavenge histrash, and survey his house. Great idea.

The Characters

“If he'd looked like a cross between Mr. Clooney and, say, one of the hobbits, | probably
would have been far more capable of coherent thought.”

Cammie.

Thisisavery character-driven novel, so if you aren't particularly fond of Cammie, | would not
recommend this book. | however, loved her. Her inner and outer dialogue cracked me up. | found it
absolutely comical that despite Cammie's vast knowledge of languages, martial arts, and stealth, sheis
ultimately clueless in understanding boys.

Bex, Liz, and Macy.

“Did you say something Macey? | asked, but she cut me alook that could kill. She reached
into her bag, ripped off adliver of Evapopaper, and scribbled:
'Can we study tonight? (Tell anyone, and I'll kill you in you sleep!)”

Their personalities were all unique and distinct, but | honestly found them all to be underdevel oped.
However, their remarks and behavior (especialy Bex) nearly make up for their lack of depth. The
conversations in this book truly are outstanding.

Josh.

Similar to Bex, Liz, and Macy, Josh lacks character depth, but he's supposed to be an average teenage boy,
so hislack of depth is understandable...even though it was annoying. Nonetheless, his and Cammie's
conversations were still enjoyable.

The Setting

The Gallagher Academy is practically the offspring of Hogwarts and Mademoiselle Geraldine's
Finishing School. I'm really interested to discover the significance of al the hidden passages and chambers
for the rest of the series.

What | Loved
- The characters were spectacular. They constantly kept me entertained - they'reteenage girls, of course

they're going to do some stupid things! Their anxiety, confusion, and compl ete ignorance of teenage guys
cracked me up.



- Thestory linewas a simple, yet lively adventure. What at first seems cliché'd, is surprisingly unexpected
and incredibly amusing. Carter does a marvelous job of taking arelatively stereotypical concept, and putting
aunique spin onit.

- The dialogue was marvelous. | loved all the referencesto moviesand TV shows.
- The spy elements weren't at all arduous to understand. ThisisaMiddle Grade book - | don't want to have a
ton of confusing terms shoved at me. In my opinion, a book written for younger audiences shouldn't be

over-complicated.

- The Gallagher Academy was an intriguing setting. | always like the idea of castles and manors filled with
SEcrets.

What | Didn't Love

- The cover and title. | know, | know, don't judge a book by it's cover, but honestly, that's like saying don't
eat a banana based on how brown it is. For the longest time | didn't read this book, purely because thetitle
was pretty cheesy and the cover didn't look unique or very eye-catching.

- As| mentioned earlier, Josh and the supporting characters lacked any devel opment, whatsoever.

The Verdict

Well, it was pretty fantastic. Great characters. Great dialogue. Great story. | can't wait to read the rest of the
books...oh yeah, I'm reading them all! | definitely think | would have liked this series even moreif | read it
when | wasin middle schooal, but it's still entertaining no matter your age, in my opinion.

Steph (Reviewer X) says

| picked this book up because of all the media hyper surrounding it—the Disney option and the New Y ork
Times bestseller status, not to mention the cute cover and interesting premise. Who hasn’t found themselves
imagining what it would be like to be a secret government operative during an especially boring Physics
lecture? Behold: the appeal of this book (to me, at least).

With all thisin mind, why oh why was | so disappointed upon finishing it?

Because this book was subpar to its media attention. The writing, the characters and the subplot were
average. Boring. | didn’t learn anything particularly new reading it, | wasn't entertained, and | wasn't blown
away with Ally Carter’s prose. What' sironic is, the elements that would’ ve made this novel awinner—such
as character development, for starters—were all there. The girls had interesting (and heartbreaking)
backgrounds. But those were for the most part ignored, except for some scenes where Cammie feels the loss
that her friend could be facing and feels the loss of her own father, which | felt were the best partsin this
entire novel.

Because of all the superfluous jokes and one-linersinserted in places that did not require the likes of them.



(And usually in parentheses and followed by an exclamation point so the reader can feel the excitement!)
The only comment | have of thisis: Uncooked spaghetti is not as clever aweapon choice as the author seems
tothink itis...

Because of the underdevel oped relationship between Josh (is that his name? | can’t be bothered to check) and
Cammie. | would' ve liked to see the beginning stages of first love instead of being told, after the fact, that
they went to such and such movie or something equally nondescript. With a book based on the challenges of
falling in love as a spy and having to lead a double life, one would' ve thought such details of the romance
would be shared from time to time.

Because of the main character. No way in hell is she sixteen and no way in hell is someone that average,
intelligence-wise, would be qualified to go to such a pizzazz school like Gallagher Academy. Oh, and, how
was she ableto fool the adultsin that place even for a second? What does that say about the school we are
led to believeis The Godsend of Security?

I’m not understanding what makes this as popular asit is. It's not really funny and it’s not really bright.
What gives? The only redeeming quality it has, in my opinion, isthat it's making me re-evaluate my verdict
of The Squad: Killer Spirit by Jennifer Lynn Barnes, which | am coming to realize isinfinitely better.

If I had to describe this book in aword, it'd be: Lifeless. No real stakes and no stimulating qualities. Get it
from thelibrary.

may [ says

Thiswhole book was a buzzkill. | came for spies and bada* sery and instead got soul mates and puke-
inducing cliches

I would most definitely consider this as middle school genre rather than YA bc it really lacks in the writing,
the plot, and the characters. The writing is so juvenile and the humour is so forced im still cringing from
exposure

The characters are annoying as frick man. I'd like to propose a new rule, the first being that a 14 year old
should not refer to their spy teacher as ‘sexy’ or ‘smokin’’ bc that just made me retch into abin

The only reason | read this book, is bc | made adeal with the devil, and she still hadn’t done her part of the
deal but I'm forced to commit myself to the rest of this series and now im mourning over my existence

At least the books are short but im honestly praying that this series gets awhole lot better bc its so boring
and mundane and PREDICTABLE as hell right now

Like honestly, there was SUCH an opportunity to twist the whole story around and make it 110% more
interesting (view spoiler) but nooooooo no one likesto listen to me

Maybe | would have appreciated this book more if | was 13 or 14 but current meisv v v unimpressed



1.5 stars bc | value our friendship

L eanna says

| am a daydreamer—I think most readers are. As afreshman in high school, | had a recurring fantasy about
being aspy. At thetime, | was taking Russian classes (back when the Cold War was a recent memory) and
spent hours imagining what life would be likeif I’ d been bred for espionage. What if | were fluent in
fourteen languages? What if | could kill aman (or woman) with a ketchup bottle?

I'd Tell You | Love You, But Then I'd Have to Kill You by Ally Carter is my teenage fantasy cometo life.

Cammie Morgan has an elite spy heritage. Her mother is aformer spy, and her father died plying his trade.
She attends Gallagher Academy, an all-female spy school, and knows over a dozen languages, several forms
of martial arts, and the tango. Cammie is the epitome of female empowerment.

So, why did this young adult novel leave me disappointed?

| often had the sense that the book, the first in a series, isjust aglorified screenplay. The action scenes—and
there are severa—do not play well on paper and seem better suited to the screen. In one scene, Cammie's
friend, Liz, dangles precariously from a rooftop: “ She tried to hang on to a gutter, but slipped, and soon she
was swinging off the side of the. . . house” (112). | couldn’t help but wonder if Carter envisioned amovie as
she wrote these scenes.

| love young adult novels—and sometimes | worry | still have the mentality of a 13-year-old. This book,
though, allayed my fears. One of Cammie' s teachers—Mr. Solomon—is a sexy former spy. | kept wishing
for more of Mr. Solomon. | wondered if there was a possible romance brewing between him and Cammie's
widowed mother. | cared more about hislove life than Cammie's. And that is not agood sign.

I am, officially, old.




