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From Reader Review Girl Friends. The Complete Collection 2 for
online ebook

Avery Engstrom says

gay

Ekene says

Cutecutecuteisal | can say. | seriously loved this manga series. It was so adorable

Bobbie says

Even better than the first collection.

Aissays

| think 1'd seen a oneshot by Milk Morinaga once, and like the other oneshots in that anthology it was
basically a bunch of silly reasons to show two girls randomly getting intimate. | never got into yuri because
most of the times I'd tried picking something up, it seemed like it was that.

| ran across the complete collection of this series (volumes 1 and 2) at a bookstore and decided to giveit a
try. I'mredly glad | did. | picked up the first collection earlier today, planning to just read alittle and set it
down, and instead | sat there reading through the whole series at once because | couldn't find agood place
where | wanted to stop.

Thisis aseriesthat does areally good job of showing friends falling in love with each other, including the
hesitation, embarrassment, confusion, and uncertainty along the way. Even more so because they're both
girls. It's made me want to read more yuri, because the slow love stories are honestly my favorite thing to
read in manga. I'm so used to BL, where it's ararity to find this sort of love story (since so often it jumps
straight to sex or rape-is-love), so | enjoyed being able to read something that was closer to the way | felt
when | was coming to grips with my own orientation.

| actually really liked all the charactersin this series, and wanted them all to have happy endings. Tama-min,
who's super otaku and unashamed about it, is particularly hilarious because she's always doing all these
random things and is so gung-ho about it. There are some short little omake comics at the end of the second
collection and for the most part they're really cute. (Although there's a super random one about one of them
turning tiny, what in the world lol) There is also a male character who shows up at one point and he's such a
sweetheart-- | felt bad for him going into it, because | thought there was no way it could end any way but
badly for him, but overal | like the way everything was handled.

Akko and Mari, the two main characters, are both really cute and they're particularly cute together. There are



some times of miscommunication between them but for the most part, the things that happened actually
made sense and weren't super over-dramatic reactions to something that was stupid in the first place.

They aso are really good for each other. As an example of something that was cute and funny, (view spoiler)

Overal, | thought the series was really well done for the story it wanted to tell.

There'salot of talk about makeup and clothing and diets, etc, which was on the border of something that
might have bothered me alot and sometimesis a pet peeve of mine. Not EVERY female on the planet talks
about these things endlesdly, after al.

But in the end it didn't bother me that much in this series. It didn't seem atypical for them to be so
preoccupied by it given their personalities and the fact that some of them were single girlsin an all girl high
school, trying to figure out how to get a boyfriend or whether they needed one. Mari for the most part wasn't
that way so that's probably alarge reason why it didn't bother me; it was all stuff that was in the background
with her largely oblivious.

That's pretty much how | was in high school, too, so it was another reason | appreciated her as a character. |
mean, | even remember how | used to wear the things my mom got me and I'd never put any thought into
wearing cuter clothes until | saw friends who wore whatever they wanted and looked great, then | had a
period of time where | thought only they would look good in it and | would look terrible, and then | opened
up to the idea of trying to copy them because | didn't know what else to do, and from there | eventually
found my own style and have been happier since. Amusingly, now people say "Oh, | could never wear that"
about me, and | tell them | once thought the same thing. It's aminor subplot but it was interesting because I'd
forgotten about al of that until | read Mari going through the same thing, and it reminded me of when | came
out of my own shell, too.

These might be further reasons why | gave this a high rating, because any time something can even
somewhat accurately represent the way | have been at some point in my life, | really appreciate it since so
often | feel like charactersin series don't represent me at all.

Kayla says

This seriesisjust so sweet. They are the cutest, and how they become friends and girlfriendsisjust adorable.
| was so involved haha and that's a good thing!

| also loved that this collection (parts 4 and 5) are in Akko's POV, while the previous collection wasin
Mari's. | think that gives areally interesting twist on alove story.

One thing that was alittle erroneous for me was the fact that the girls were so preoccupied with their weight
at times. Not all girlsare like this, and really, it's unhealthy. 16 year old girls should not be dieting and
starving themselves. | think that perhaps the author should have turned that around and maybe talked about
in the story. | asked my boyfriend, and he said that maybe it's just the Japanese culture where weight is an
issue?

That isatheory at least.



Ozan says

Thisisthefirst Shoujo ai manga, i have ever read. Just tells the life of some highschool friends, i could never
guess that it's so much fun to see how highschaool girls hang out and what they talk about. lol It was anice
change of phase after al the manly man stuff, i'm usually into actually. It starts out like highschool girls' lifes
pretty much, like adlice of life series but later on, one of the female protogenists discovers her blossoming
feeling towards her new best friend and we see how they handle the stuation. It seems her feelings are not
just one sided. It's so sweet to read. There are no pervy stuff like fan service or fetish in the mangaand i
really appreciate that causei don't want to end up feeling like a creepy middle aged man who looks at panties
of highschool girls... lol | was afraid that there would be some fan service because afriend of mine said to
me shoujo ai and yuri were for men but there wasn't any fan service, YAY ! lol

To the defence of the manga; Mari and Akko taking nude photos at bath was so cute and fun they made silly
poses and everything i don't consider that fan service. Y eah, they were at their undies at shopping at some
point but it wasn't lascivious, i mean it was as lascivious as Tama min's sun burn because of her silly bikini...
lol It wasn't sexy, it didn't certainly feel that way. No lewd vibe or anything. It's like not even every sex
sceneisto turn you on in some films. It's just something people do so it'sin the film or in this case in the
manga as adlice of life stuation. | don't consider them fan service at all.

Linda says

| absolutely adore everything about this short series. Girl Friendsis a sweet lovely story of two girlswho
start as friends but slowly discover what they feel is more than friendship.

Outgoing Akko has been eying shy bookish Maki eat lunch alone all semester and when she makes an offer
of friendship Maki isalittle surprised but happy. Akko helps Maki transform from a wallflower into a cutie
and before long the two girls are best friends. Astime passes and Maki finds her feelings for Akko changing
and growing, it's so sweetly handled. She get's jea ous when she thinks about Akko's past boyfriends and
feels sad when they're apart, just like when you first begin to fall in love.

When they finally come together it's magic-it feelsright. A young love full of yearning, tenderness,
uncertainty, it'sal so new and fragile. How can your heart not race when Akko makes her declaration of love
to Maki?

[image error]

It needs to be said that this story is not for everyone as it has adult themes and a same sex relationship but if
you are looking for something salacious you will not find it here. There are some sexual scenes but they are
lovingly and beautifully done.

[image error]

There was so much to love about this series-from the art to the sweet and tender story. | will be saving my
pennies to purchase copies for my own personal library and that's saying something because | buy very few



manga and this series is a keeper!

[image error]

Buy thistitle at Powells Books.

Camille Dent says

**4-5**

This series perfectly captures the awkwardness, confusion, excitement, and apprehensions of falling in love
with your best friend. All the characters are distinct and fun, and just like the first collection, | read this
second collection in one day. | enjoyed the second collection a small notch less than the first collection
(hence the 4.5), but more so because | was anxious to see them finally talk it out, not because there was any
less quality in this second half of the series. | loved the pacing, and the story progresses so simply and
naturally. There are no ridiculous drama scenes that complicate the progression. The complexity of the
growing relationship itself isthe only thing that really causes conflict, and | really appreciated that. The
ending was absolutely perfect, and the art isreally fantastic in the whole series!

Frank Van Meer says

Thisreview isfor both volumes.

The orginal five volumes have been published in the west in two omnibusses by Seven Seas Entertainment
(who are doing a great job bringing mangato the west!), and | had as much fun reading them in print as
when | read them online. Mangaka Morinaga Milk manages to combine adorable art with an in-depth story
of two girlsfalling in love with each other.

Kumakura Mariko (Mari) isa shy, silent student who is at the top of her class, but hasto do a make-up test
because she was sick at the day of the first test. To her surprise, Ohashi Akiko (call me Akko) asks her if
they can go home together. It turns out that Akko wanted to talk to Mari for awhile, but never had the
courage to approach her.

Mari agrees, and soon after, the two girls are inseparable best friends, and together with Akko’ s friends Sugi-
san and Tamamin (and later Tagushi and Kuno-san) they transform Mari to a fashionable, cute girl. Thus
starts ajourney through high-school, that will transform their lives.

Thefirst two volumes focus on Mari, who delightsin having friends, and a very close friend in Akko. She's
happy, but why does she get anxious about the upcoming class changes and the very real possibility of her
and Akko ending up in different classes? And why does it bring her to tears when she imagines Akko getting
aboyfriend? Mari is very confused about these strange feelings, but no matter how hard she tries to dismiss
them, those fedlings grow stronger and it culminates into doing something that changes her entire life.



Mari’s and Akko's story isalong one, and in places it can ow down abit, but the range of topicsthat the
girls go through is quite extensive. Friendship, first love, career choices and what it means to be ‘ Girl
Friends' (especially in Japanese society) are all seamlessly interwoven into the story. | think Girl Friendsisa
tribute to friendship, highschool and first love, and a must-read if you are considering trying out Y uri manga.

If | were to have one complaint, it would be that their third year as highschool studentsis squashed into a
single (final chapter). There’s a hint of ‘where are they now’ but not nearly enough, in my opinion. The
mangaka kind of acknowledges this, saying she had many more topics and characters she wanted to explore.
But, a 5-volume yuri mangais something of an achievement in of itself, so | can be OK with it.

Although the series began in 2006, the art and the story are holding up pretty good. The only thing that gives
away its age, are the flip phones.

Definitely recommended.

Rebecca says

SO MUCH CUTE, I'M DYING FROM THE SWEET.

Aly says

Thiswas areally sweet series and a wonderful ending. Everything felt true to the characters and right for
their ages. I'm really happy that Seven Seas gave western audiences a chance to experience this story.

Natasha says

Check out my review on my blog

Danika at The Lesbrary says

Thisis so cute! Completely addicting. | liked the second volume alot more than the first--there's less
internalized homophobiain this, | think.

Miss Susan says

omg
what agood ending

here, let me tell you athing



about halfway through this volume the girls confess their mutual |ove to each other

and i froze on that page because there was alot of pagesleft! please don't let the rest be contrived problems
to fill up the space! HOW ABOUT ADORABLE DATING SHENANIGANS INSTEAD

guess what?
itwas:D

4.5 stars

Sapir Mizrahi says

The BEST YURI EVER! Everybody should read it! People that don't read it lose! And for the people that
read it and loved: you should read more works of morinaga milk like Kuchibiru Tameiki Sakurairo,
chocolate kiss kiss, wishing on the moon and Kuchibiru Tameiki Sakurairo 2 (if you read them read them in
this order) they mostly tell about Nana and Hitomi (they are super similar to Akko and Mari :)) but there are
also afew one shots about another couples!




