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Fireseed One is a futuristic thriller that can be enjoyed by both teens and adults. The year is 2089. Temperate
climate has replaced Arctic ice, and much of what is now the United States is a lethal Hotzone, cut off by an
insurmountable border from its northern, luckier neighbors, Ocean and Land Dominion. It is rumored that
roving Hotzone nomads will kill for a water pellet or a slice of insect loaf, and that the ZWC, a dangerous
Hotzone activist group, has infiltrated the border to the northern Dominions. Up in Ocean Dominion, all
eighteen year-old Varik Teitur wants is to party on SnowAngel Island with his friend Audun and flirt with
college girls he dreams of joining next year in his quest to become a doctor. Instead, he inherits a vast sea
farm, following the death of his father, famous marine biologist Professor Teitur. Five weeks later, ZWC
member Marisa Baron breaks into the farm's secret seed vault and a fellow activist poisons the farm's agar
crops, the world's food source. In order to save the last agar seedlings Varik is forced to journey to the
Hotzone in search of Fireseed, a plant his father supposedly developed with magical hybridization properties.
Varik takes Marisa along. Aside from being a terrorist, she's the daughter of Melvyn Baron, the biggest real
estate mogul in Land Dominion, and the professor's old rival. Oddly, she knows lots about Fireseed, and
what Hotzone land Professor Teitur bought to test the crop, before becoming embittered and trashing the
project. No one except Varik knows whether Fireseed once existed off the drawing board. Might the refugees
in Vegas-by-the-Sea have answers, or the bizarre Fireseed cult in the Chihuahua desert? Varik, the reluctant
hero, must risk burning in the Hotzone, as his mother did, to save the ailing agar, and the world. Praise for
Fireseed One: "Extraordinary thriller with a fascinating setting and rich, engaging characters who feel
recognizable and human." -Katia Lief, international bestselling author of You Are Next and Soul Catcher
"Fully imagined, fast-paced, and thoroughly captivating, Catherine Stine's Fireseed One sucks you into its
fascinating world on page one and doesn't let go until the very end." -Dale Peck, award-winning author of
Sprout and The Drift House series "FIRESEED is so full of startling ideas that I couldn't stop reading!
Recommended for fans of science fiction, thrillers, or for anyone looking for a story full of big surprises." --
Amy Kathleen Ryan, author of Glow, the first novel in The Sky Chasers series "Action, adventure, love, and
loss plus superb world building all adds up to an incredibly imaginative story - one that should not be
missed." -Carolyn MacCullough, author of Once a Witch and Always a Witch *Illustrated by the Author
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From Reader Review Fireseed One for online ebook

S.A. Larsen says

A tale of a futuristic world, where land and water battle against the odds and each other in order to survive.

Despite being out of my regular scope of interest, I enjoyed this story. There was life and emotion
throughout the plot, which melded nicely with the subplots. The writer's word choices were appropriate and
flowed from one chapter to the next. I really liked how the information about the world, inhabitants, and
conflicts were released to the reader. It made sense and was quite plausible.

My absolute favorite part of this story was the point of view--a male voice. The world-building is seen
through Varik's eyes, which puts a unique spin on what and how the reader will ingest and relate to the story
itself. I believe that is partly the reason this tale will be as attractive to teen boys and girls. The level of
adventure is also a big plus. There is always something new happening, giving the author the opportunity to
hone more of this world and reveal it to the reader.

Both Varik and Marisa have inner demons that keep them locked up in prejudices and preconceived notions.
The mystery of the Fireseed and their struggle to find it is the road to their personal growth. This is a great
parallel to real life, which most teens (as well as adults) can relate to.

Michael Offutt says

I read this book pretty quickly. It's told in first person from the perspective of a guy named Varik. When we
first meet him, we discover through his own eyes and thoughts that he's got a lot of chips on his shoulder
with regard to the death of his father and eco terrorists. But as the story progresses, and he is confronted by
the awful living conditions of those in the rest of the world, he grows to not only understand the important
legacy left behind by his genius father, but how he alone can now change the world. Oh and Varik finds love
in the most unlikely of places.

The world of "Fireseed One" is carefully crafted by Ms. Stine. It is Earth, but hardly recognizable because
the world has gone through an ecological Armageddon. The world's population does not have enough of the
things that you and I would take for granted: clean water, food, shelter, and medicine. The rich seem to fare
much better than most, and even in Las Vegas (which is now beach front property because California is
gone), people walk around in suits that both protect them from the sun's rays, but are still fashionable with
fins and projectiles coming off the garments. Strange, right?

But I kind of liked it. There is no swearing in this book. Stine goes the route of Battlestar Galactica and
substitutes words like "frying" for the much spoken "f-bomb." I think I would have preferred some "f-
bombs" myself, but whatever. "Fireseed One" is essentially squeaky clean with no sex (just a little talk about
it), no real violence (a lot of intense talking and one dude gets his nose broke), no real villain, and no real
"risks". The plot is pretty straight forward. Varik needs to find Fireseed (a plant that can grow without water,
combine with other plants making them prolific, and be a huge food source).

He goes on a journey that takes him here and there and with the lovely Marisa (an eco-terrorist that he grows
to love), they find Fireseed and everyone lives happily ever after (well Varik has a plant growing out of his



arm, and I have no idea where that's going).

The tension in the book comes from putting the characters continuously at risk in their environment: lack of
water, burning up because of severe sun exposure (the atmosphere no longer adequately shields the land
from the deadly sun's rays), having to eat food made from beetles...basically the stuff you get by watching
Bear Grylls "Man vs. Wild" only without the infamous Bear Grylls bat guano enema.

I think the things I liked most about this book are Catherine's incredible interior illustrations, the world-
building, and the hard science that made me appreciate the astounding amount of research she went to in
writing this book. Stine never runs out of clever ideas. The idea of a genetically rugged plant like Fireseed is
clever. So are fish growing from vines. And the different zones on Earth are also clever (as well as the
Streamarazzi-think paparazzi but with a cooler name).

I recommend this book highly to young readers eager to explore safe science fiction without the risk of scary
monsters, violence, swearing, sex, or basically anything adult.

Betty Cross says

Try to imagine a world where global warming has gotten so bad that planet earth is almost uninhabitable
below the US-Canadian border, with high temperatures exceeding 135 degrees Fahrenheit during the day.
Fortunately, the polar region has mild weather and people live either on houseboats or on now-liveable
Arctic islands like Vostok and Svalbard. This is the Sea Dominion. It's also rather nice in Canada, now
known as the Land Dominion. But below the Land D is the Hotzone, where daily life is a struggle to evade
the intense heat. Some Hotzone residents try to escape over the Berlin-wall like barrier that separates the
Hotzone from Land D.

Is this world a utopia or a dystopia? It depends on whom you ask. Varik, son and heir to a polar floating agar
farm, has it pretty good, considering agar is a main source of food and other products for both dominions.
Marisa Barone, daughter of a real estate developer, also has it pretty good.

But if you live in the Hotzone, it's a tough life. Daytime temperatures can kill you. Hotzone residents -- the
few that haven't died -- stay indoors and only come out at night, when the children forage for beetles with
long sticks, and insect meat loaf is the result. It's alleged to be delicious once you get used to the idea.
Hotzone residents who try to escape to the North had earned the derogatory nickname "refs," not only for
themselves but for all Hotzone residents.

That's the setup. Marisa has seen how poorly paid her father's Hotzone origin workers are, and her cause is to
get Varik and others like him to share their agrotechnology with the Hotzone people, the "refs" he despises.
They begin as enemies, and how they become friends is one the most convincing and satisfying features of
this tightly written, skillfully paced Young Adult sci-fi novel.

The unlikely pair bond while on a seemingly quixotic mission to find a living specimen of an experimental
plant called Fireseed which can grow in any environment and cross-pollinated with practically anything. Do
they find it? I don't put spoilers in my reviews, but if your curiosity has been provoked, prepare yourself for a
fast paced adventure through a bizarre and forbidding but fascinating science-fictional environment.



Billy Buttons says

This book was recently awarded a bronze in the Teen Category of The Wishing Shelf Book Awards. This is
what our young readers thought:

Cover - All 21 of the readers thought your cover was excellent and very eye-catching. The only slight
problem was the kids could not find the blurb hidden in the front of the book.

Layout - Excellent; no problems and the readers loved the font. Oh, and the teenagers loved the drawings but
they wanted more (typical kids!)

STYLE/PLOT - The readers described your book in the following way:

"It was very fast-paced."
"She (the author) has a lot of energy in her writing. A really enjoyed it."
"The world she created is really interesting."
"It was a little too long but I like the characters, particularly Marisa, and I would be interested in reading a
sequel.

STATS

Of the 21 readers,

19 thorouglhy enjoyed your book.
1 enjoyed it with a few reservations.
1 wrote 'I hate fantasy so this is not my sort of thing.'
18 thought the cover was excellent.
12 asked where the blurb was.
9 felt there was a nice, easy flow to the book.
11 thought your characterisation was your strongest point, particularly the main two characters.

"A fast-paced, energetic novel set in a fully-imagined fantasy world. Highly recommended." The Wishing
Shelf Awards

Ezmirelda says

Fireseed One starts off with the protagonist Varik, a boy who has recently lost his father and has a lot on his
plate. The story’s action starts off when Varik discovers a strange girl trying to steal seed disks. He catches
her before she can get away, holds her captive, and tries to find out more about her. They go on an adventure
to search for a hybrid plan through the hot zone, facing many obstacles along the way.

I thought the whole plot of Fireseed One an extremely clever one. The adventure, the romance, and the
amazing world building. The world presented is incredible! This sci-fi world is created before your very eyes
and suddenly it feels like you’re in a whole other universe, or a whole other earth. The descriptions needed to
make the world come to life work are very well balanced with the rest of the story so it’s not overbearing like



in other sci-fi novels. The relationship between Marisa and Varik is so sweet! Even in the beginning I
thought the two were a great match for each other.

Overall, I really enjoyed Fireseed One! It’s really different from my usual read so I’m glad that I got a
chance to read it. Fireseed One rejuvenated my interest in the Sci-Fi genre. It’s engaging characters and the
imaginative world pulls the reader in and doesn’t let them back out until the very last page. I highly
recommend this book to those who love sci-fi and those who want to try something new and engaging.

Alison DeLuca says

Fireseed gripped me from the start. Stine introduced the action, the concept, and the characters right away,
and I loved all of them. Varik, the son of an agar farmer who has to shoulder responsibilities too large for
anyone, let alone an adolescent, is strong and intelligent. More than that - he is REAL. He makes bad
decisions and gets crushes, and I thoroughly related to him right away.

Marisa, the girl who breaks into the precious seed discs that keep Varik's agar farm going, is also real. Yes,
she is beautiful with long, red hair and a gorgeous figure. yes, she is rich, and she is also brave and
intelligent. But she also makes mistakes, and it is those fatal flaws that make her and Varik so human. Marisa
has been "seduced" (in every sense of the word) by a political group. This compels much of the action.

No one, except for Varik, realizes how important the seed discs and the agar crop are. When the whole farm
nearly is destroyed, it puts the entire world in jeopardy of starvation, since food no longer grows in the "Hot
Zone" which is most of the US.

Varik's father developed something called Fireseed years before the action begins, and it is this mysterious
plant that Marisa is after. When the farm is nearly shut down, Fireseed becomes the last hope for the human
race.

This may sound very serious and grand-scheme, but Stine also focuses on the relationship between Varik and
Marisa, which is touching and also very real. The arcs of the story ebb and flow perfectly, like the waves
around Varik's farm, and I breathlessly followed all of them.

Add to this Stine's lovely prose, and the book is very compelling. I had to ration it out because I loved
reading it so much, but at the end I just couldn't stop.

Beyond that, in this installment Stine has presented a complete adventure. However, at the end, there is a
twist that makes me long for the next book. That is a very difficult thing to do, and the writer has pulled it off
brilliantly.

I highly recommend Fireseed One.

Damali says

Futuristic world where the temperature gets close to 200 degrees and people have to wear protective
clothing. The only available food is grown on sea farms and rationed to the rest of the world. Varik inherited



a sea farm from his genius inventor father. He grows Agar, which can be used for anything from building
material to food. When his farm is sabotaged, he's forced to travel to the Hotzone -- once known as the
United States -- to search for the fabled Fireseed plant that will hopefully solve the world's food shortage
problem. And he has to travel with an enemy.

This was suprisingly good! Can't wait for the sequel. And I usually don't approve of illustration in novels, but
these didn't bother me. They were very well done and drawn by the author.

M. Pax says

Ruby’s Fire is a fantastic story and one I keep thinking about. I keep thinking about Ruby and her brother
and those incredible plants Catherine invented.
Ruby is a character with issues and talents. Her talent for mixing natural substances leads to her problem of
habitual usage of a mixture that helps her sleep.
Events in her life feed that need for escape, and that’s how the story opens, with the physical need to escape
a horrible future. Risking all, Ruby grabs her little brother and heads out into the unknown.
Most of the world around her is desolate, barren, and harsh.
She ends up in a place where she and her brother can learn and grow alongside the Fireseed plants and other
outcasts.
I looked forward to reading this story every evening, and only the need for sleep made me put it down.
Ruby’s Fire is a complete delight. I’d give this book six stars if I could. It definitely earns a five star plus
rating.
Don’t miss out!

Lee (Rally the Readers) says

Also posted on Rally the Readers.

I really like the idea of futuristic worlds, especially the technology they feature because I’m such a tech geek.
What I don’t like as much is when a book with this type of setting gets bogged down by scientific details and
draws all of the focus away from the plot and the characters. Fortunately, Fireseed One achieves a good
balance between providing enough specifics about the world to draw your interest in and help you get a
grasp of its workings without overwhelming you with too much information on sea farming and plant
hybridization. These aren’t subjects that I’d normally find heart-pounding to read about on their own, but the
way they were incorporated into the story here made them rather interesting.

The world of Fireseed One is quite unique; there aren’t any others that I can readily compare it to. There are
three territories—Ocean Dominion, Land Dominion, and the Hotzone. The further south one travels from
Ocean Dominion toward the Hotzone, the higher the temperatures soar. Special heat-protective clothing
needs to be worn to avoid burns. The climate up in Ocean Dominion, where Varik, the protagonist, lives, is
the most comfortable, but to avoid an influx of people pouring in there, guarded borders separate the three
areas. Many refugees live in the Hotzone, and they must rely on food shipments to trickle down to them. The
Zone Warrior Collective (ZWC) is an organization that tries to draw attention to the refugees’ plight, but it
does so through what are essentially acts of eco-terrorism.



I thought this world had a very realistic feel to it. We’re all familiar with the dangers that polluted oceans,
climate shifts, and melting polar ice caps pose, and the book portrays a future resulting from them going
unchecked that is all too plausible. The book also features some very cool technology, though I’m not sure
how I’d like the news transmitted directly into my head.

I was happy to see that the characters were just as fleshed out as the world was. With his irrepressible charm,
Varik’s friend, Audun, was a hoot. I also really liked Rain and Armonk, a mother and son whom Varik meets
in the Hotzone. Their kindness forces Varik to rethink everything his father ever told him about Zone
refugees. There are several layers to the novel, from the environmental extremes to the food shortage to
Varik seeing firsthand that not all refugees are savage criminals. But the element of the story that I found
most compelling was two characters’ journeys to step out of the shadows cast by their fathers’ reputations.

Varik’s father was a highly regarded marine biologist, and his death left his son in charge of a sea farming
operation that Varik wasn’t exactly enthused about having to take over. Varik performs his duties, but his
heart isn’t in them like his father’s was. Dr. Teitur’s legacy looms large, but as the novel goes on and Varik
risks his life to find the plant that could save the population, he forges a legacy of his own. Varik’s traveling
companion to the Hotzone, Marisa Baron, also has a well-known father, although “infamous” might be a
better way to describe Melvyn Baron and his highly questionable business practices. As a member of the
ZWC, Marisa is literally quite the rebel, and she and Varik have a memorable first encounter—he catches her
stealing from the Teitur underwater seed vault. The pair understandably get off to a tumultuous start. I liked
Varik from the beginning; I had a lot of sympathy for him because he had to step in for his father and was
suddenly awash in so many responsibilities. I needed some time to get used to Marisa, though; initially she
came off as a belligerent fanatic, but she does grow significantly by the end of the book. Her desire to help
the refugees is sincere and not merely an act of rebellion against her father and everything his wealth
represents.

Fireseed One was quite different from what I usually read, and that’s what made it so intriguing. There’s
also a fair amount of action, from Varik busting Marisa mid-robbery to their venture into hostile ZWC turf to
their scary encounter with a Fireseed-worshipping cult. I was absorbed by Varik and Marisa’s race against
time to find a new food supply, and the book didn’t disappoint in keeping the tension high.

Beverly McClure says

FIRESEED ONE
By Catherine Stine
Illustrated by Catherine Stine

Sometimes the people we know are not who we think they are, even if they’re our parents. Sometimes our
worst enemy turns out to be the person we care about the most. Life changes, and we often find ourselves
having to make tough decisions. In Author Catherine Stine’s young adult novel, Fireseed One, eighteen-
year-old Varik faces challenges he never dreamed of when he inherits a sea farm after his father’s death.
Since his mother was murdered years earlier, Varik is now left alone to carry on the important business of
growing food for people in many of the sectors of Ocean Dominion that depend on the produce from Varik’s
farm.

Problems plague him from the start, and he soon finds himself on a mission with Marissa, a thief, to discover



the whereabouts of his father’s pet project, Fireseed One, that could save the world from starvation. As the
two teens search not only for the plants but for answers to questions about their families, their relationship
changes from hostile and distrustful to the beginnings of love. A gentle love story between two former
enemies is just the right touch for Catherine Stine‘s futuristic adventure. The author has developed a world
with familiar places, like Kansas, Vegas, Black Hills, that now are so hot people must wear special suits to
survive, and also new places under the sea where most of the world’s food is grown. It makes me wonder if
someday our major food sources might come from the sea. An interesting thought.

The author’s illustrations complement the writing, giving the reader a glimpse into Varik’s and Marissa’s
lives. I especially like the little fellow on page 245. What is it? You’ll have to read the book to see. The
characters have faults like real people, which makes them more human. You’ll want to help them each time
they face danger and decisions, at least I did. I recommend Fireseed One for science fiction lovers, adventure
lovers, and readers who enjoy young romance. The book would be a great addition to middle school and high
school libraries, too. The novel ends with another dilemma for Varik to solve that, in my opinion, is very
creative. I just hope book two comes out soon.

###

Paige Bradish says

Wow I was a little afraid that I wouldn’t end up liking this book but the more that I read the more that I loved
it. The book was a little out of my comfort zone being a book about weird plants in the future well that’s not
what they book is about but it’s a pretty big part of the story. Now I know what your thinking a book about
plants yeah right but it’s so much more then that!

Now for the characters we have the main character Varik (They have some cool names in the future) Varik is
an 18 year old who grows up apart of his dads plant business but it’s not just a plant business these plants
feed the whole world. Ahh now you see why there so important. Varik’s dad dies and he needs to take over
but soon after his dad dies all the crops to feed the world have died and he has to figure out why. Now on his
little journey he takes the girl that breaks into his fathers vault Marisa.

Marisa is the enemy at first she is against everything that Varik is about. She is apart of the ZWC which
plans to steel some plant seeds so that they can have more food then they’re getting. But their plan goes
wrong because even though they steel the discs Marisa still gets caught. Along this journey Varik and Marisa
start to warm up to each other. Varik starts to trust her and they start to fall in love. I’m glad they fell in love
by the way because opposites definitely attract!

Varik is a strong independent guy who is sensitive but also he’s able to stand up for himself and those he
loves. He just wants to help people he never wanted to be apart of his dads business but found himself right
in the middle of it because of his fathers death. Marissa the same way doesn’t want to be apart of her fathers
business she hates him but the only difference is she gets away goes off and does her own things learns her
own lessons which is why her and Varik get together in the end.

Overall I rate this book 5 out of 5 stars. It was a beautifully written book and I can’t wait to see more of these
characters in future books. I recommend this story to anyone who likes I think Science Fiction and Fantasy!
It’ll really make your head spin in a good way!



Stephen Graff says

A THOROUGHLY ENTERTAINING PAGE TURNER

Catherine Stine's dystopian novel FIRESEED ONE immediately pulls the reader into a strange, new world.
The description of the setting--from the physical architecture of it to the natural land and seascapes--is itself
compelling enough that it drives the story. I could see it in the next James Cameron film and, as setting is so
important to a good dystopian story, it helps to set up the turning points in this novel. It also helps that Ms.
Stine is an accomplished illustrator. Her visual depictions are shown throughout the novel. Good science
fiction explores how technology will change. Some writers get too caught up in the details. Stine's
descriptions are, just by themselves, worth reading and could be another book. She's clearly done her
homework in researching how society might create food for itself in the event of environmental collapse. The
classic dystopian elements are also in place. It's a world at war between the have and have nots. A place
where authority hovers like an ominous shadow.

Like those imaginative science fiction masters Heinlein, Asimov, and D'Engle, Ms. Stine provides a techno-
cool descriptive language interlaced with darkly humorous satiric asides to present this ravaged world,
fighting environmental devastation. Human inhabitants struggle to survive, but many intrepid characters
have managed to make out pretty well despite the harsh climates and rash of invasive species. Varik is the
young narrator/protagonist, a young man still recovering from the mysterious death of his father. As the
novel begins, he is attacked by a strange young woman, Marisa. He manages to capture and imprison her,
and he is now trying to figure out who she is. Good writers are always careful to reveal just enough
information and Stine understands this. There is a always a sense of mystery throughout. We can identify
with Varik. What he doesn't know, we also don't know. And what he wants to find out, we also want to find
out. We also want to know who Marisa is in the classic tradition of noir and detective books. Is she working
for the enemy, the terrorists who may have killed Varik's father? Is she in love with their leader? Is she
falling for Varik? This combination of attention to the right kind of detail and letting the story drive itself is
the inner strength of FIRESEED ONE. As the novel progresses, the stakes get higher and the central
mysteries--including the search for the key to the planet's survival, Fireseed One--deepen.

I was completely transported into the setting, taken aback by the boldness of the writing, and pulled along by
a story that revealed itself in pieces--so that by the end the pieces could be assembled by a careful reader. A
great reading choice for fans of science and dystopian fiction, and general readers looking for a literary work
that is, at the same time, a thoroughly entertaining page turner.

Nicole Hewitt says

This review and many others can be found on my blog - Feed Your Fiction Addiction

I bought this book because I needed to review Ruby's Fire for a blog tour and I read that it was a sequel to
Fireseed One. Even though I read that Ruby's Fire could be easily read as a standalone book, I really prefer
to read books in a series in order and not skip past books. It's just a hangup I have. I'm glad that I did because
I really enjoyed Fireseed One and I felt like it definitely enhanced my reading of Ruby's Fire.



I'm not going to describe much about the plot because the synopsis does a pretty good job of that. Instead, I'll
just get right to what I did and didn't like.

What I wasn't crazy about:
The romance.
While I didn't dislike the romance, I just didn't feel like I completely believed it. I never felt the connection
between Varik and Marisa and Varik seemed to trust and forgive Marisa just a little too easily. The romance
was just a small part of the book, though, so this didn't take away from the book too terribly much.

The pacing?
It took me a little while to get excited about the plot of this book. For the first third or so of the book, I wasn't
super-engaged. I definitely didn't dislike it - I just wasn't jumping up and down, wondering what was going
to happen next. I can't exactly tell you why this was - perhaps it was the pacing or perhaps I just wasn't
emotionally invested in Varik yet (the book is told from Varik's perspective). Or, it might be that the book
felt a little bit more like sci-fi to me than dystopian or fantasy (this was just a feeling - again, something I
can't exactly explain - maybe because the world was so foreign that I almost felt like the story was taking
place on another planet?). After the first third of the book, though, the plot really picked up for me.

What I loved:
The world building.
I think this might have been one of the most unique dystopian/fantasy/sci fi type worlds that I've seen. Not
only has the climate changed immensely, but those climate changes have changed society in major ways,
from the clothes people wear, to the houses they live in, to the foods they eat, to their religions. It felt truly
futuristic in many ways. This is not just a dystopian idea bandaged over our version of Earth - it felt like
something entirely new. Stine created a very unique, very well-thought-out world that was enchanting.

The illustrations.
I was so surprised the first time I came across an illustration in the book! I mean, when was the last time you
read a YA book with illustrations? The ones in this book were great fun and really helped you to picture this
crazy and amazing world that Stine created. They were especially wonderful because Stine did the
illustrations herself - so you knew that you were seeing exactly what she was imagining! I only wished there
were more of them!

The secondary characters.
I loved that the secondary characters like Nevada and, especially, Varik's best friend Audun were really fun
and well-written.

I really enjoyed Fireseed One and would highly recommend it to anyone who appreciates fantastic world
building. I would also recommend it to anyone interested in reading Ruby's Fire (which I actually enjoyed
even more than this book!). 3.5/5 Stars.

Alex Bennett says

I’m not a fan of science fiction. However, that didn’t stop me from enjoying Fireseed One immensely.
Because even though it is sci-fi—heavily so—it was an action-packed, emotional thrill ride that made me
forget about the genre, and instead focus on the characters and their journey.



Fireseed One is based in a highly imaginative futuristic world where land is a desert wasteland, and people
have chosen to build their lives on and around the water to survive. Everything is barren and dry, and there is
little hope. However, Varik, the protagonist of Fireseed One, just may hold the key to survival of the human
race.

Catherine Stine’s writing was able to hook me at the beginning of Fireseed One and kept my attention
throughout the novel. There really wasn’t a dull moment in this book, and when I wasn’t reading it, I wanted
to be. There are twists and turns around every corner, and Stine really throws some surprises in there!

Varik was a strong, relatable protagonist. He was the perfect troubled hero, really. He had a big weight on his
shoulders, and through it all I didn’t get bothered with him very much at all. Marisa is probably my favorite
character in Fireseed One. You never really know where she truly stands, and she definitely keeps you
guessing. In the end, I enjoyed reading about most of the characters in Fireseed One.

Even if you’re not a sci-fi fan, I think a lot of people would find pleasure in Fireseed One. I was not
expecting to like it at all when I first read it, and ended up wanting more when I finished. You might be
taking a chance on this one, but trust me, it’s worth it.

Aliya DalRae says

Received Fireseed One from a Goodreads giveaway - Thanks!

Let me start by saying, I really enjoyed this book. The characters were likable (or not, as required) and easy
to care about, and the world created by Cahterine Stine was absolutely remarkable. A futuristic tale of an
Earth where the polar caps have melted, leaving the States and areas southward nearly uninhabitalbe, with
temps soaring in the mid to upper 100's. Man has adapted, though, learning to grow engineered crops on
man-made farming "islands" in the northern oceans. Varik has recently inherited his family's farm after the
untimely death of his father, only to wake up one day and find that he's being robbed of the world's seed
cache. He catches the thief - the fetching Marisa Baron, only to have her tell him that everything his father
had taught him about the vicious refugees from the Hot Zone, were, if not altogether lies, than at least
strongly affected by the death of Varik's mother at the hands of one of them.

When the entire crop of the world's main foodsource suddenly dies, it's up to Varik and his thief to travel to
the Hot Zone and find a mystical plant that Varik's father had been working on - one that could not only
sustain life without water and withstand incredible heat, but also that could crossbreed with any plant,
making that plant heartier and more durable in the new climate of the world, thus saving the world - all of it -
from starvation.

Fast paced, page-turning fun, with suspense, love and intrigue. The last three pages left me with my mouth
hanging open and the words - "un-uhhhhhh" falling out as I desperately searched for more pages that, alas,
were not to be found. Total shocker - can't wait to see what happens next!


