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Nine lives might not be enough to survive this catfight!
At Matabi Academy, students are allowed to bring their pet cats to the dorms. For Yumi Hayakawa, whose
favorite hobby is making clothes for her kitty Kansuke, Matabi seems like a sure bet. After all, nothing can
possibly go wrong with her best friend at her side! But on the first day of school, the two find themselves
face-to-face with a murderous demonic minion on campus! Will Yumi and Kansuke be able to defend
themselves and their school against an ancient cat demon's thirst for vengeance?
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From Reader Review Cat Paradise 1 for online ebook

John says

If you like cats and ridiculous battle shonen premises...and high school stories and great art, you'll like this.

Romany says

Like Harry Potter with cats.

Ottery StCatchpole says

I love Yuji Iwahara's artwork, so that's easily the draw for me. The fact that everyone of the good guys have
cats is too cute a premise to resist as well. Its a very cute story, very manga in that the cats talk and everyone
has weird superpowers, even the cats. I would heartily recommend this series to cat lovers, people who love
Iwahara-sensei's work and anyone who just likes weirdly bordering on horror, action comics about the
supernatural.

The artwork is awesome, if a bit different for Iwahara-sensei, the story is fresh and not like anything I've ever
read before. Its cute, its funny, even if we still get the air-headed schoolgirl heroine cliche, and the pissy,
arrogant, shoot first ask questions later cat boy hero. I really loved it, and its on my Christmas list. Definitely
a good read.

Allison says

This wasn't as easy of an entry to Manga as I had hoped...but very endearing! I love the relationship between
a girl and her cat, can't lie!

Molly says

Oh, it was cute. I wanted it to be more cat-centric and cuter, but it was fine for what it was. Which was a
(typically) airhead-ish girl with a cat who go to a school where they end up getting enlisted to fight a
powerful evil. And she gets to communicate with her cat.

Selena says

Let me start by saying I am a sucker for anything cat. This did not disappoint on that end.



Anyway, this was pretty much your basic shounen. It felt very familiar, but with enough twist and turns that
you didn't go, "Ugh, I've seen this already." It's also interesting to note that, despite this being shounen, the
main characters are a girl and her magical cat.

I like how they portrayed the demons. I especially liked the fox with all that hair. His design was cool-
looking, and then the personal quirks (OMG! SPLIT END!!!!! *flips out*) just made it as endearing as it was
evil.

My only complaint is that he art is all black-and-white without much in between. It feels like the series was
drawn with a couple of black sharpies. No screen tones, no gray scale, No crosshatching. This made things a
touch two-dimensional.

Miriam says

I picked up this ridiculous-sounding manga about a silly girl who goes to a boarding school where students
can bring their cats because I enjoyed the author's much darker King of Thorn series. I would never have
guessed reading in a void that it was the same author; the only thing remotely similar is the fairly creepy
mutated-looking monsters.

Here even the monsters are less serious. The threat is real but they're a tad silly so far: the giant rampaging
anger hog and the fox-creature (it is called a fox but I wouldn't have guessed from the appearance) obsessed
with hair. There is a so-far slight but interesting back story with some bad magic that happened in the
previous century and the school being set up on the spot to guard against the return of the animal monsters.
Otherwise it is pretty fluffy: the heroine is a kindly nitwit and none of the other students stand out much yet.
My favorite character so far is the heroine's cat, grumpy but devoted to the dumb girl who rescued him from
the street.

Nina (Death, Books, and Tea) says

This is a school set manga with a difference. At Matabi Academy, students can bring pet cats to school. And
it's set on a site where a princess and her cat died after a fight against a demon. And the student governers
and their cats have special powers enabling them to protect the school from said demon, and its henchmen.
But apart from that, it's your typical gakuen(school) manga. Girl, in this case, Yumi, starts at new school,
settles in, plot moves on in some way and she falls in love. In Cat Paradise, the love interest is Tsubame, a
fairly interesting boy in that, like the rest of the student council, he and his cat can do something special to
protect the school. The way the plot moves on is that a demon, not the one mentioned earlier, who is called
Kaen,but another one, shows up and wants to eat Yumi, along with the other humans. And then various
things happen, Yumi and her cat gain special powers and by the end Yumi and her cat have to save the
school.
This was a fun interesting plot. The back story provided was good, and the things happening in the present
day happened fast enough to keep you interested.
Some of the things are hard to remember, such as the names of minor characters and their cats. This is only
to be expected as a lot were introduced in a short period of time. However the plot in general was easy to
follow and understandable.
The characters aren't exactly the best, but they're fun and have distinctive personalities. I like the way the



cats have their own personalities too, that match or otherwise compliment the owner's.
The art is realistic, for the humans and cats anyway. I don't particularly like the shading style- ie mainly pure
black and white, with greys thrown in every now and again. It works for single pieces of art, but for 200
pages worth it gets boring easily. However the fantasy creatures are drawn very well and are very
imaginative.
Overall: Strength 3 tea to this fun quick read that isn't really the best thing ever but you might enjoy it.

Kelly says

A fun story if you wish your cat could be a forever companion, and not-to-mention have supernatural
powers. Since it's only five volumes, it's quite a quick read and action-packed. I loved the contrast of
characters.

Lucinda says

It was okay, cute even just didn't really grab me.

Diana Dang says

Matabi Academy is known for allowing its students to bring their pet cats. Yumi Hayawa, a new student
who's hobby is to make cute outfits for her cat Kansuke, soon realizes her new school is unlike anything she
has seen before.

After she and her friend got attacked by a demon, she learns that the founder of Matabi Academy sealed
away the great cat demon Kaen a 100 years ago. Now Kaen is back, ready to cause chaos on Earth.

I thought I wouldn't enjoy this series but surprisingly it grabbed my interest pretty quickly. Yumi is one of
those clumsy female characters you would find in some mangas but is one that doesn't tick off the readers.
The student council of her school plays a huge role also because each of the members are chosen to stop
Kaen. Thus far, the first volume only gives insight on one of the members, Kotori. I am assuming that every
volume will reveal more about the student council.

One of the most unique aspects of this novel is how the mangaka uses cats as part of the main focus of the
story. Those who are "chosen" have the ability to communicate with cats and they have a magical bond to
their own pet cat. This bond will enable them to use some sort of magic and that could either be the cat or the
owner their self. It may sound a little childish, but the concept is not as bad as you think it is, considering that
I'm giving it a 4.5 so far. The mangaka made it work with the plot and fun.

There is a lot of inking so the black and white stands out in the art. Characters such as Yumi and Kotori are
drawn with big eyes and has cute demeanour attached to them but it does not scream shojo. Most of the time,
the characters are drawn with simple expressions and clothing, keeping everything neat. I think the mangaka
did well with the cat drawings and they seem to be accurate to their breed. Overall I like Iwahara's artstyle
because it is clean and simple, but nice to look at the same time.



I recommend this manga to cat lovers and those would would like a series about demons in a school location.

Victoria says

Super cute and fun! It has me imagining what my cat would like if she suddenly had super powers!

Charles says

Stuff I Read – Cat Paradise Vol 1

So yet another new manga series, and yet again dealing with animals. Coming off of Wolf’s Rain, though, it
is easy to see that this is entirely different from that series while still maintaining more of the mainstream
manga feel. At least, the way in which the manga is presented isn’t incredibly different than something like
Bleach or Naruto, as it involves students with powers. Where Bleach has students that have swords that give
them powers, though, Cat Paradise has, you guessed it, cats. And that is the more enjoyable thing, really,
because the cats are characters too, and each feels interesting, though many of them haven’t been fleshed out
yet. And instead of the main character being the impatient and foolish “wants to be the strongest” type, it is
the main character’s cat, where the main character is more clueless. She likes to knit and is a bit naïve,
coming off as capable if a bit clumsy. And, like any manga like this, they fight demons. But, to be fair, the
demons are also rather impressive.

Being a battle manga, there are a lot of conventions that the manga sticks to, including normal people not
being able to see the demons or the powers. This I think is supposed to add a level of superhero-ness to the
proceedings because it is like a secret identity thing that can be played with. But I just find it a bit of a
convenience and not really that necessary. I mean, why keep up the façade of the school if the purpose of the
school is already fulfilled, basically. But the manga is still effective in the battles and the tension, moving
right along and getting to the battles and back-story in the first volume. There is still some mystery because
most of the characters aren’t featured heavily, and we really only get the origin of one of the characters (well,
and the main character). But this isn’t like Wolf’s Rain where the reader has no idea what is going on. The
volume is rather upfront about the story and it seems, while not groundbreaking, at the very least
entertaining.

I mean, if nothing else this is a traditional battle manga but with cats, which makes it unique and makes it
more appealing to me. I mean, my main problem with battle mangas is that they are very repetitive
sometimes, and with series like Bleach and Nartuo going to dozens and dozens of volumes, it just gets to the
point where I don’t care anymore. On top of that is that swords are just not as cool or cute as cats. Simple
math. But I’m just hoping that this series doesn’t drag on and on like many other battle manga. But I don’t
get that feel from it. It seems like all the characters have been introduced and the villain is already known. I
just don’t think the series would drag on. Especially as we have already seen the powers of one of the
characters. Normally the way these series drag is by adding new powers and new characters and on and on.
This is more streamlined and sleek, cat-like if you would. And it remains rather funny and cute. I can hope at
some point it gets a little more serious and maybe deals with something a little more unique than “I want to
be the strongest” but it is fine as is.

And the art is great. The cats look like cats, and are adorable. It is funny to see the ways the cats are given



personality, and how they interact with their owners. It does seem like there will be a bit of the pure breed
versus mixed breed thing going on that happens with most battle manga (naturals versus people who have to
struggle) but that is to be expected. Really it is a battle manga for people who like cats. So it is right up my
alley. I’m enjoying it so far and will definitely be picking up the rest of the series, as long as it doesn’t have a
billion volumes. As for this volume, I give it an 8/10.

Amber says

In all honesty what really drove me to read this book was the cats, because obviously talking cats. After
reading this I still love that the story revolves around the bond between talking cats and their humans, but the
whole story seems a bit overdone and outdated. There is the typical storyline driven by a calling to save the
world, and stereotypical characters, which makes the story seem all too familiar. I am really not a big fan of
the main girl's helpless girly character either, being used to strong female characters now. Yet, I still look
forward to reading on and getting to know the characters on deeper levels, because there is definitely
potential here.

Jenn Noto says

It’s only a 5 book series, so I’ll probably still finish it. But it’s not as interesting as I thought. The plot is a
little weak in my opinion and I’m not too fond of the characters. The main character is just a little too
accepting of what’s happened to her. She doesn’t seem to question anything and just goes with it.


