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From the author of the New York Times bestseller Matterhorn, thisis a powerful nonfiction book about the
experience of combat and how inadequately we prepare our young men and women for war.

War is as old as humankind, but in the past, warriors were prepared for battle by ritual, religion and literature
-- which also helped bring them home. In a compelling narrative, Marlantes weaves riveting accounts of his
combat experiences with thoughtful analysis, self-examination and his readings -- from Homer to the
Mahabharata to Jung. He talks frankly about how heis haunted by the face of the young North Vietnamese
soldier he killed at close quarters and how he finally finds away to make peace with his past. Marlantes
discusses the daily contradictions that warriors face in the grind of war, where each battle requires them to
take life or spare life, and where they enter a state he likens to the fervor of religious ecstasy.

Just as Matterhorn is aready being acclaimed as a classic of war literature, What It |s Like To Go To War is
set to become required reading for anyone -- soldier or civilian -- interested in this visceral and all too
essential part of the human experience.
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Kathryn says

"Matterhorn" was certainly a notable book, so | had to enter the giveaway for this one! Marlantes as usual
did not disappoint, and the subject matter of hisbook is one that everyone should be deeply concerned about,
especially with the high suicide rate for out returning soldiers.

Marlantes provides ariveting account of what it islike to be sent to war and points out how ill-prepared our
young men are. Previous generations spent years preparing warriors. Modern Americans should and could do
more to support these young men. Marlantes has written a book for everyone who supports and cares about
your troops and the young men who are the future of this country.

Terri says

Probably go so far as to say there was some over intellectualising going on here, but that aside, this book
gave me many a valuable moment as it unlocks much of Matterhorn. The Marlantes fiction/memoir.
Marlantes reveals in this non fiction book what you no doubt already suspected, that much of hisfiction was
based on truth and at times, danced very close to being an exact blow by blow of events.

Many who know me on Goodreads, know that | lay my heart on the table in my review of Karl Marlantes
book Matterhorn. That book moved me like no other book ever has. Fiction or non fiction.

What It IsLike To Go To War is acompletely different offering filled with theorising, theology and
psychoanalytical complexity.

This still makes it a powerful book for the mind and the soul. But, from time to time the depth that Marlantes
goesinto, may ostracise some readers. Most especialy those who want something more grit and gut then
bible and spirituality.

*NB To you al who have read Matterhorn. Know this.
Marlantes IS Mellas.

Doug says

Karl Marlantes and | share agood bit in common as regards the subject matter of this book. We both entered
the service as Privatesin 1964 ( he aMarine, me the Army), we both were commissioned as Lieutenants
through OCS, and we were both rifle platoon |eaders and interim company commandersin Vietham in 1966.
| am somewhat conflicted in commenting on this book. | read it principally because | read Matterhorn and
and felt that it was the only Vietnam novel that | have encountered that was worth ones time reading - it was
spot on accurate and Marlantes is an excellent writer. Aslong as he sticks to describing what it was like to be



in combat, | am impressed. My experience was, of course, somewhat different. Thisis natural because no
two people react to combat in exactly the same way. However, when he goes off on other tangents, | become
alittle less comfortable. In anutshell, | believe he has atendency to over-intellectualize something that is
essentially visceral in nature. Some of the reviews that | have seen on Goodreads bother me a bit, too. When
| say that | understand what he is saying, it is because my experience allows me to use hiswriting (again,
quite excellent) to bring back the noise, the smells, the the sights and the complex set of emotions involved.
When | see someone write that reading this book has enabled them to understand what it's like to be in
combat, | have the same reaction that | have when someone tells me the same thing about having watched
the first ten minutes of Saving Private Ryan - Bullshit! This book would have been more appropriatly
entitled What It Was Like for Me to Go to War.

Larry Bassett says

After the warrior returns home from the initiation of combat, he becomes a member of “The
Club” of combat veterans. It has always been a club with its own secrets and its own and
societally-imposed rules of silence. Traditionally, it has been aclub tied in with the mystery of
gender because being awarrior was tied in with manhood. This ancient mystery combined with
the silence forms an intriguing and powerful combination for attracting future members,
particularly boys. Y ou don't join this club; you can only be initiated into it.

This book is complicated and thought provoking. Karl Marlantes says, “ This book is my song. Each and
every one of us veterans must have a song to sing about our war before we can walk back in the community
without everyone ... quaking behind the walls.”

Karl Marlantesis macho. He callsit “hyper-masculine warrior energy.” He lets you know that right off. It's
the macho guysin Kill Anything That Moves who rape the young girls, manhandle the civilians and kill the
babies. | don't think | like macho Marlantes much. But he does know how to write about learning to be
spiritual in Marine Boot Camp. | am still not impressed. God told Abraham to sacrifice his son Isaac. And
stupid Abraham was going to do it. | am not much in favor of being spiritual if it means sacrificing |saac.

I have been on another streak of Vietnam books. | don’t seem to be able to stop fighting that war. |
recommend Loon A Marine Story, A Rumor of War and Kill Anything that Moves.

How did you feel about killing, Mr. Marlantes?

My feeling? | was elated! | shouted to the team, “We got Chrispy Critters all over the hill!” . ..
If, back then, | waswho | am today, | would have felt differently. There would have been no
elation. But back then | was just like the battalion staff that cheered our victory on the hill. |
had identified with the reconnai ssance team, whose lives were very much in doubt.
Psychologically | had become identified with the threatened group and the advancing enemy
was no longer human like“us.” | didn't kill people, sons, brothers, fathers. | killed “chrispy
critters.” 1t could have been krauts, nips, huns, boche, gooks, infidels, towel heads, imperialist
pigs, yankee pigs, male chauvinist pigs ... thelist is avaried as human experience. This
disassociation of one's enemy from being human is called pseudospeciation. Y ou make afalse
species out of the other human and therefore make it easier to kill him. The touchdown feeling
combined with disassociating the enemy as human was in full glorious effect.



Ideally, | would hope that, in spite of the adrenaline, | would at least stay conscious of aterrible
sadness while | burned these people. But burn them | would.

No kidding? Say, what, Mr. Marlantes? But in some way, Marlantes had a sensitivity that | will never be able
to own. |, who had never made a decision that someone else would live or die, would judge Marlantes from
my safe world that never threatened death or was threatened by death. And, yes, | am judging him right now
knowing that | will never be in his place to make the decisions that he made about life and death. | am
righteous in my pacifism.

| can't believe that Karl saysthis:

There’'s apart of methat just loves maiming, killing, torturing. This part of meisn't al of me.
| have other elements that are indeed just the opposite, of which | am proud. So am | akiller?
No, but part of meis. Am | atorturer? No, but part of meis.

Karl saysthat he worries about the part of me that cannot understand that. And | want to tell Karl that |
certainly cannot understand that.

In the continuum of warriors, where does Karl Marlantes stand? He is so philosophical that he must be an
aberration. How many like him came home in abody bag with a chunk of brain missing? How many books
like this have not been written? | find it hard to attach him to his self definition as a spiritual being. He seems
more tortured than torturing. How much agony has he suffered, not in the moment, but in the much later
reflection? Decades later he suggests.

This book is unbelievable. Thereis achapter titled “Lying” that starts out this way:

Peoplelie. They liein business, they liein universities, and they liein the military. Lying,
however, is usually considered not normal, the exception. In Vietnam lying became the norm
and | did my part. Only, in Vietnam, lying became so much part of the system that sometimes
not lying became immoral.

This book is unbelievable: lying isthe norm? Tell me about mom and apple pie, please. Body count isalie
but it is the score that counts.

Marlantes distresses me over and over with his apparent pleas to ignore individual conscience. Isn’t that what
this says? That your decisionsin war must be guided by your stand-ins for the incomprehensible, “like the
Marine Corps’?

To be effective and moral fighters, we must not lose our individuality, our ability to stand
alone, and yet, at the same time, we must not owe our allegiance to ourselves alone, but to an
entity so large as to be incomprehensible, namely humanity or God. For us mere mortals who
can't grasp the incomprehensible, we limp along with allegiances to various stepped-down
versions of the incomprehensible that seem to suit us, like the Marine Corps, the family,
France, the Baptist Church, or the Order of the Eastern Star. We must strive, however, to
always see these smaller entities as only small pieces of the larger one we'll never comprehend.
That is because when the moment comes for a tough decision, we can make it in light of the



larger ghosts, even scared to death in the mud with all those frightened kids around us.

Marlantes has some stunningly complex (or maybe obtuse) conversations about why he might follow “ stupid
orders’ because of aloyalty to the larger unit. He observes “We are generally delighted to be cogs.”

Some other nibs shared by Marlantes? There are plenty:
“Combat isthe crack cocaine of all excitement highs — with crack cocaine costs.”
One motivation for bravery: “1 wanted a medal.”

“One very strong reason why | deplore ignorant attempts by civilians and non-combat veterans
to make boot camp more ‘humane,” There is nothing ‘humane’ about dead kids because
someone cracked under the pressure.”

“ ... heand the chopper crew were dead for sureif we didn’t break through to them, we all
simply rushed forward to reach them before the NV A killed them. No one gave an order. We,
the group just rushed forward all at once. We couldn’t be stopped. Just individuals of us were
stopped. Many forever. But we couldn’t be. Thistoo isaform of transcendence. | was we, no
longer me.”

“When a President or Member of Congress decides to go to war, they must do so aswarriors,
not ‘ policy makers.” It isthey who are choosing sides and using violence to stop violence, the
very definition of awarrior. It remains a reason why the electorate should value military
experiencein its |eadership positions.”

The chapter titles are a guide to the content of the book: Temple of Mars. (Note: Marsisthe god of war.)
Killing. Guilt. Numbness and Violence. The Enemy Within. Lying. Loyalty. Heroism. Home. “ The Club.”
Relating to Mars. Thereis somethat is graphic and much that isintense.

Although | only succeeded minimally, reading What It Is Like to Go to War was alesson for mein trying to
be non-judgmental. Karl Marlantesis a bright guy who has alot to say about being a soldier. Since | have
never been asoldier, it is probably good for me to hear what he has to say. Since he speaks very well, |
cannot just write him off by saying “Bullshit!” His opinions and beliefs are not onesthat | am often able to
confront rationally. | can sympathize with him when he talks about being abused as a returning Vietnam
veteran. | want to respect his effort not to return abuse for abuse and to acknowledge his battles with the
furies within himself. | hear him say, “ The phrase ‘politically incorrect’” hadn’t been invented yet, but | wasa
living prototype.” 1 wonder what | would think if | had devoted as much energy to being a pacifist as he has
devoted to being awarrior? It is clear from the book that he has struggled with his experiences from so many
years ago.

Pre-school teachers constantly use the convenient short-hand “use your words’ when a child
gets aggressive. The over-riding message is “aggression is bad.” It doesn’t recognize the
healthy aspects of aggression. Unrecognized, the healthy drive goes over to the dark side. There
are times when physical aggressivenessis an appropriate response. When you meet the serial
killer on the jogging path, words are going to fail you.



| would like to be able to be as cogent as Karl Marlantesisin this book. His references to the Roman gods
and the Greek myths are erudite. He makes Y ale, his alma mater, proud. | have quoted many of hiswords. |
have read many books about the American War in Vietnam and this one is unique. It has some of the horror
stories you come to expect in books about that war but it is also filled with an effort to teach and guide in a
way that is different from any other book | have read.

| wrote this book primarily to come to terms with my own experience of combat. So far —
reading, writing, thinking — that has taken over thirty years. | could have kept my thoughtsin a
personal journal, but | took on trying to get these reflections published so that | could share
them with other combat veterans. Perhaps, in some way, | can help them with their own quest
for meaning and their efforts to integrate their combat experiencesinto their current lives. | also
want to share my thoughts and experiences with young people who are contemplating joining
the military or who are about to enter combat themselves, sort of like providing them with a
psychological and spiritual prophylactic, for indeed combat is like unsafe sex —it’s amajor
thrill with possible horrible consequences.

So, if by reading this book before entering combat, a young warrior can be helped to better
handle the many psychological, moral, and spiritual stresses of combat, then this book will
have been worth writing. In addition, if the ideas in this book help citizens and policy makers
attain a clearer understanding of what they are asking of their warriors and of their own rolein
sending these warriors into the morale quagmire and sacrificia fire called war, then the book
will have succeeded, if not beyond my hopes, beyond my expectations.

Marlantesis aproud Marine. | can’t relate to that. He has killed and wrote to help others confront what it
means to be akiller. He wants warriors to be able to kill in the right circumstances for the right reasons.

I am having a hard time assigning a number of starsto this book. | would not expect a book about war to be
an easy read. It isn't. Marlantesisin a different emotional space than he was when he was a twenty-three
year old Marine lieutenant in 1969. | am going to cop out and suggest that you go online and read the NY
Times book review http://www.nytimes.com/2011/09/18/boo... that concludes “...its facility and
sensationalism are symptomatic of the book’ s prevailing emotionalism, which too often stands in the way of
sustained socia critique and of the patient moral and political analysis required to unravel the convoluted
network of courage, shame, honor, obligation and betrayal that war entails.” Print that on your book jacket!

| could rationalize three stars (because | found it too disagreeable palitically) or five stars (because | found it
stimulating). | am going with four stars and a recommendation that you think about reading What It Is Like to
Go to War if you made it to the end of this|oooooong review.

Ryan says

| read Tim O'Brien's The Things They Carried in July and decided to chase it with Karl Marlantes What It Is
Like To Go To War.

Marlantes can write descriptively and honestly. | particularly recall one scene during boot camp when he
swatted a mosquito. His drill sergeant took him to a slough and had him stand naked in a swarm of
mosquitoes. | also enjoyed his description of how becoming a marine changes how he thought about danger



and his abilities. These scenes were descriptive and | found them illuminating.

Asfor honesty, | suppose the most striking idea | encountered here was a statement that a soldier istrained to
kill without remorse and a teenage male will tend to, psychologically speaking, fit the requirement. He goes
on to point out that they are extremely vulnerable afterward because they struggle to understand what they
have done.

| think my favorite chapter was "Lying." Here, Marlantes explains why a soldier might be inclined to lie
about his conduct, specifically the kill count. Let's say that a soldier and his unit are in the Vietham War (as
Marlantes was) and that they have just exchanged fire with the NV A. One of the American soldiersiskilled.
Thefirefight happened in ajungle, and it included grenades and other explosive weapons.

How many NVA did you kill?

Well, the soldier's buddy is lying there, dying or dead, and no onereally got alook at the North Viethamese
soldiers they were trying to kill. They were just attacking that general direction. In this moment, the soldier
needs to justify the death of his buddy in order to make sense of what has happened. This need can be, in
part, satisfied by upping the kill count. Further, superior officers want to pad their numbersin order to jockey
for promotion, so soldiers will feel that they are encouraged to lie.

(I couldn't help recalling Campbell's Law, which states that when a statistic is given great weight, it also
creates agreat potential for corruption.)

| was curious why Marlantes so often -- almost exclusively -- referred to "soldiers' as "warriors." According
to the Mactionary, awarrior is an €lite soldier. So asamarine, | guess Marlantes qualified. However, it
seems to me that most soldiers are "soldiers,” not "warriors." Further, it seemsto me that 'warrior' suggests a
more romantic and more individual ideathan "soldier," but that asa member of an army, oneisfirst and
foremost a soldier.

What It Is Like To Go To War offers a number of such rabbit holes for the citizen to consider. At times, |
found this book alittle too descriptive and at other times, | wondered to what extent | was reading an

objective overview rather than a man's attempt to explain his actions to himself.

Regardless, the best parts of What It Is Like To Go To War are very good.

L awyer says

| am of the age where | could very well have been a veteran of the Vietnam War. Or, | could have died there.
But | was spared that, first by student deferments and then the timeliness of the Paris Peace Talks. However,
I know and have known many men who fought there. On the surface, they seem fine. Their silence about
their experiencesis uniform. Yet, I know one man who cannot stand to be touched. He has an exaggerated
startle response at the slightest contact. And a good lady friend had a lengthy relationship with another
veteran of that war. That ended after too many nights shattered by his night terrors and, on more than one
occasion his choking her, believing he was engaged in hand to hand combat.

My Uncle celebrated his 21st birthday at Hickham Field on December 7, 1941. During hislifetime he never
spoke of that morning. Island hopping across the Pacific, his only story regarding New Guinea was having



been in the same unit as Mario Lanza. He didn't like him. Crude, vulgar, he described him.

But if you want to know what it islike to go to war, Karl Marlantes will tell you. He leaves no doubt as to
what it islike.

The briefest biography of Karl Marlantesimmediately informs the reader his books will not be ordinary fare.
A National Merit Scholar, Marlantes attended Y ale University. He attended Oxford as a Rhodes Scholar,
interrupted by his service in Vietham as a young Lieutenant. There he was awarded the Bronze Star, the
Navy Cross, and twelve Air Medals. Marlantes earned the right to be called awarrior and to educate those
who have never been to war what it means to be one.

Marlantes battled thirty years to achieve publication of his novel "Matterhorn™ in 2010. Now, Marlantes has
followed up his novel with amemoir on his experiencesin Vietnam and his opinions on how young men sent
into war are done so without the necessary education to understand what they will experience and without
the appropriate services necessary to reintegrate them into civilian life.

"What it is Like to Go to War" is a hard hitting portrait of the experience of war and its effect on the human
psyche. When an author of Marlantes' stature rubs elbows with Joseph Campbell and Robert Bly, the end
result is an eloquent, articulate, and psychologically astute punch to the guit.

Generations ago, young men were sent to war by old men who had forgotten what it was like. That is no
longer the case. Our military has grown successively younger. No longer do green young men have the
benefit of older career non-coms and officers who have fought in previous wars. Nor have the vast mgjority
of our nation's leaders had actual combat experience. The graying Master Sergeant portrayed by Sam Elliott
in "We Were Soldiers" is fast becoming athing of the past.

Marlantes expresses disdain for congressional combat junkets where representatives never see the results of
actual combat. Their experience is one of calm and quiet, conducted to assure their constituency that all
things are under control and there is nothing to worry about.

Interlaced with Marlantes' personal experiences are frequent references to classic military quotations and
writings that address the essence of what it islike to go to war. Here, Marlantes shows us ancient cultural
examplesincluding the Celtic mythos surrounding Cuchulain, examples of the Code of Bushido, and some
pointed quotations from General Patton addressing the importance of the principles of loyalty flowing from
the top of leadership down to the enlisted man being more important than its flow in the opposite direction.

Marlantesis mercilessin his exposure of lying in the military world for the protection of career reputation
and personal aggrandizement. His primary example centered on the fal se importance of "body counts" during
the Vietham War. Marlantes cheered Schwarzkopf when that General indicated the number of Republican
Guard destroyed was irrelevant--that what mattered what who gave in first. In the end, that is what matters.

Today, unless we have family members stationed in a hot spot, that we have troops engaged in military
operations causes us little concern. Marlantes reminds us, "Warriors deal with death. They take life away
from others. Thisis normally the role of God...The Marine Corps taught me how to kill but it didn't teach me
how to deal with the killing."

It isimpossible to read Marlantes account without realizing that our young men who have returned from Iraqg
and who have yet to return from Afghanistan will not be the same young men we knew when they first went
there. Asthey have served to ostensibly protect us, in turn we must now see that we acknowledge their return



and welcome them home with the necessary services to lead the semblance of anormal life away from the
sound of the guns.

Darwin8u says

"Warriors must touch their souls because their job involves killing people. Warriors deal with eternity.”
- Karl Marlantes, What it is Like to Go to War

[my little brother in Afghanistan]

An exploration of war. Part memoir of a Marine (Vietham War), part Joseph Campbell/Jungian exploration
of thewarrior, part critique of policy. The book is also written directly to those men/boys (and yes, women |
guesstoo) preparing for war. Having suffered PTSD from Vietnam, Marlantes uses this book to instruct
younger warriors, while at the same time using the writing as therapy approach to understand his own
perspectives about his past.

| actually really appreciated this book. If you include my brother-in-law, all of my brothers have seen
combat. My little brother and my brother-in-law both struggle with PTSD. My brother-in-law served in Irag
and Afghanistan asaLT. My little brother dropped out of UVA and joined 10th Mountain Division, served
15 months in Afghanistan and came home broken (al cholism, addiction, suicide-attempts, fights, jail,
homlessness). My older brother served 2 tours in Afghanistan and 2 toursin Irag before dying in a helicopter
crash in Germany. So, as Marlantes relates his perspectives on war, killing, and coming home, | GET it. Not
from the perspective of asoldier or warrior, but from the perspective of family who seestheir loved one
return broken.

My only critique of the book, and it is a personal critique, is Marlantes does tend to get alittle pie in the sky
in his policy recommendations. His recommendations reminded me of the prescriptive parts of Thomas
Piketty's Capital in the Twenty-First Century, where he talks about a global tax on capital. | knew he was
right, in a perfectly rational and sane world, but also knew it was politically just alvory Tower wet dream to
imagine aworld that would be able to coordinate politically in such away to reform global taxes to prevent
future instability. Marlantes fallsinto the prescription trap. | agree with alot of his recommendatiosn for
ritual, burial of enemies, space between fighting and returning, etc., but also recognize Congress hasn't
passed a 2-year budget in years AND the current President lacks a basic ability to feel empathy, so hoping
our policy makers would empathize with those fighting our nation's battle, in the way Marlantes
recommends, just seemsto be closer to a dream castle than awar room.

But, HELL, if writing this book, and thinking about these best case options for reintegrating soldiers, helps
future warriors, or inspires and moves the needle a bit for future policy makers (OR if it just helped Karl
Marlantes move alittle further from the War and closer to hishome), it was all worth it.

Timothy Bazzett says

Asone of tens of thousands of readers who read and marveled at Karl Marlantes' best-selling novel of the
Vietnam war, MATTERHORN, and wondered either privately or publicly how he managed to write such a
viscerally real, honest and gut-wrenching fictional account of that war, hereis our answer. Or at least



Marlantes attempt to answer that question. Because this "follow-up” book, WHAT IT ISLIKETO GO TO
WAR, reads like a cross between a psychological and sociological inquiry into the hell that iswar and a
personal examination of conscience. Marlantes lays bare his soul in this volume, or perhaps as close as one
can come to doing this.

The chapter headings in the book say it al: Killing, Guilt, Numbness and Violence, Lying, Loyalty,
Heroism, and Home. Marlantes investigates thoroughly every aspect of what it was like for him and
thousands of other young men who were torn from home and family, trained to kill and then thrust
precipitously across an ocean and into an unforgiving jungle world filled with other young men who were
trying to kill them.

Although Marlantes also attempts to put the Vietnam combat experience into alarger historical context going
al the way back to the Greeks and Mars the god of war, it is when he tells of his own personal agonies and
fleeting madness in the heat of battle that he is most effective and touches the reader most deeply. And it is
in the chapter on heroism that this comes through in the most profound way, when he tells of the specific
events that earned him some of the highest medals, awards he's not sure he really earned, considering so
many other he knew of who did and sacrificed so much and were never decorated at all.

One of his exploits which earned him amedal involved trying to rescue one of his men who had been
wounded, crawling and firing up a hill under a machine gun barrage, then dragging and rolling with the man
back down ahill where the man died, "aneat hole in the top of [his] skull." Decades later, Marlantes
remembers that hole, and still wrestles with guilt and crippling doubt.

"He had been lying head down toward me. The bullet went into the top of hishead. | could have put it there
myself when | was trying to keep the machine gun fire down as | crawled toward him. I'll never know."

And later, in the chapter called "Home," Marlantes summarizes what so many returning veterans no doubt
felt in those years, with no little bitterness and anger - "To me, and to my parents, |'d been gone an eternity;
to everyone else, aflash. Thisisno one'sfault. Lifeisbusy and full."

| can remember how | felt coming home from the army after nearly three years away and people | knew
acting surprised that |'d even been gone. But | was a Cold War veteran who never saw combat, so it's hard
for me to imagine how such areaction would have felt to someone who had undergone horrendous living
conditionsin afaraway jungle, risked life and limb and been wounded multiple times. In fact Marlantes
didn't just get casua indifference from people; he got rejection and outright hostility. Indeed he even recalls
having his uniform spit on by awoman on atrain. Such were the sixties.

There have been countless personal narratives detailing the Vietham war experience. Two of the best that
immediately come to mind are Philip Caputo's A RUMOR OF WAR and Robert Mason's
CHICKENHAWK. But Karl Marlantes has spent most of hislife trying to figure out exactly what happened
to him in Vietnam, going over it and over it and over it again. Finally he gave birth to amost moving and
enormoudly successful novel, MATTERHORN. In this new book, WHAT IT ISLIKE TO GO TO WAR, he
finally explains his own personal experiences and the absolute hell that war has always been and how it can
destroy lives. It's a pity that politicians don't make time to read books like these. Perhaps they would not be
so quick to rush into wars. | hope, finally, that Marlantes has managed to expiate some of his own personal
demons and doubts by writing. He deserves a separate peace. He has earned it.

- Tim Bazzett, author of the memoir, BOOKLOVER




K. Elizabeth says

Thiswasn't an easy read. But then, nothing about war is easy, much less the psychological and spiritual
effects of war on our combat vets. This was as thought provoking, challenging, and emotionally draining as
any solid book about war should be.

A few caveats to add context to my review of the book:

1) 1 won this book through Good Reads.

2) | amacivilian.

3) I amaUScitizen.

4) | am an opponent of the vast mgjority of wars that we have participated in.

5) I am a counselor; the counseling profession has a recent yet fast moving awareness to the effects war can
have on the psyche.

Marlantes gently and intellectually challenged my views of war. In a profession where entire scholarly
journals, conferences, and specializations are dedicated to the trauma or war, | had become even more set in
my "anti-war" ways. Thisis certainly not to say that | am pro-war now. What | am, though, is aware of my
previous sophomoric "anti-war" views. Marlantes presented a middle ground to me.

Thisisaslow read. It should be this way too, aswar is slow. At the end | knew this was a necessary read for
me. It won't be long before thisis required reading in High Schools (hopefully we will be wise enough to
require it before our youth are of age to sign up for the draft).

While never directly mentioning either, Marlantes hel ped me understand both a generation and political party
| have never seen eye to eye with. | have not moved to stand on the other sides of those painted lines. But
now, thanks to Marlantes, | stand closer to the center and have more balance, understanding, and
compassion.

What a surprisingly impacting read.

Michael Beggs says

Quite possibly the best book written about the subject, at least the best I've ever read. | admit that asa
contemporary of Marlantes, | had more than a passing interest in the subject, as a combat veteran Marine
Corps officer myself. If | ever wanted to take the easy way out to try to explain my post-war self to my
children, I'd ssmply hand them this book.

Marlantes gives not only a"thisistheway it is' narrative, but also arather in depth philosophical 1ook at the
way American boys are (or at least used to be) raised, their expectations and others' expectations of them,
and the effect that being a participant in infantry combat can be on the young men who experienceit.
However, if you're looking for an apologia for why some men experience PTS, thisisn't it. Based on my
personal experience, anyone who goesto war in the way that Marlantes and | did cannot escape being
changed in some way by the experience, which is not to say that PTS is the inevitable result of war and



therefore, to be avoided at all costs. No, this book isn't that. It's simply the best explanation I've ever read on
what itisliketo go towar.

Tim says

So, if alifelong pacifist liberal says abook about how to train our soldiersisa"must read,” it must be full of
peacenik bullshit aimed at undermining the military, right? Believe me, though, when | say that's not the case
with Karl Marlantes What It Is Like to Go to War . Marlantes brings experience and knowledge to bear on
something about which | know little to nothing. Y et | find the book so profound that | do call it a"must
read,” an appellation that rarely passes my lips.

Thelist of those who should be required to read the book is long: every decisionmaker and policymaker in
the Department of Defense, every NCO and officer in the military, and every member of Congress. It better
be on President's Obama's list of "books | read this summer." What It Is Like to Go to War should be
assigned reading at every military academy and in any fundamental leadership course for non-academy
military training. In fact, it is abook that should be read by everyone who relies on the military. In other
words, it should be read by al of us.

Marlantes combines personal experience, philosophy, history, mythology, ethics, psychology and spirituality
in examining how we train our warriors. Marlantes has a range of ideas on how we can better prepare them
for the jobs we assign them and, equally as important, to return home with the least damage to their psyche.
Much of what he suggests comes from his own experiences as a combat Marine in Vietnam (some of which
will be familiar to those who read his highly praised Matterhorn: A Novel of the Vietham War ) and as he
tried to cope with post-traumatic stress disorder after the war. Even though that war was fought decades ago,
Marlantes now has the benefit of perspective.

He argues persuasively that not only do today's soliders face many of the same issues he did, the ability to
kill remotely, and seemingly antiseptically, with drones, cruise missles and the like may raise other issues.

Y et while recognizing modern warfare, What It Is Like to Go to War occasionally also looks to the past.
Marlantes argues that some "primitive" societies better prepared their warriors for the toll combat takes on
the body and the mind. Among other things, he suggests "rituals’ to aid combat veterans, including some that
would be performed immediately after afirefight. He also suggests that spiritual (not necessarily religious)
guidance not only be part of military training, but available in the combat zone and afterward, particularly
since our wars are fought by the young of society. At least from alayperson's perspective, much of what the
book suggests does not seem to be difficult to put into practice or disruptive of military training.

There is no question Marlantes, a Rhodes scholar, thought long and hard about the personal consequences of
combat, how we prepare our soldiersfor it and how to help them deal with it afterward. The book is stunning
in the breadth of knowledge on which it draws yet is written to remain highly accessible. It is an important
book, far too important to ignore.

(Originally posted at A Progressive on the Prairie.)

Susan (aka Just My Op) says



The author of the popular Matterhorn: A Novel of the Vietnam War has turned his talents to writing a
nonfiction book about his experiencesin Vietnam, how present-day warriors are not trained to emotionally
and spiritually deal with the jobs they physically must do, what we've done wrong, what we need to do
better. He looks at the history of war and warriorsin ancient cultures and mythology, and how the wars we
fight are changing every day. He has advice for warriors, those who are serving now, those who are trying to
deal with having served, and those seemingly fearless and impressionabl e young who want to serve. He
looks at the psyches of those who kill, what emotions they are feeling. And like the training, that which
makes the warriors strong and loyal can also work against them. | haven't underlined so many passagesin a
book since | was a student, trying to memorize facts.

| don't remember reading a book that touched me as deeply and as personally as this one did. Some of his
writing is about theories, ideas, interesting to read and ponder. Someis very highly personal, violent, open.
While | found the theories and ideas fascinating, the personal really hit home. | found myself, most
unexpectedly, crying. | can't imagine it not having an effect on anyone living through that period. But | think
it is very important reading for anyone who has served or is serving, for anyone considering it, anyone who
isresponsible in any way for training warriors. And it is also for those who oppose most or all wars. It'sa
must-read for anyone who has ever given a second thought to war.

The version | read was an e-book uncorrected proof, and | thank Grove/Atlantic and NetGalley for giving me
acopy. The publication date is scheduled for September, 2011. In case you haven't already figured it out, |
highly recommend this book.

Ben Kane says

I'm a sucker for books about war, or the effect that war has on people. Until | saw this book, | had never
heard of Karl Marlantes. | mentioned this on Twitter soon after starting it, and was deluged with people
recommending that | read his book, Matterhorn - called by many 'the best novel written about Vietnam'. Reel
back to when | picked up What It Is Like To Go To War. | was hooked within a page. Good enough reason
to buy, so | bought it, and read it al in about 24 hours.

Thisisagreat piece of writing. Marlantes survived the hell of Vietham, where he served as a Marine Corps
officer, fighting in the most awful conditions, killing Viet Cong, losing his own men, and winning alarge
number of medals for bravery. When he came back to the USA, it's not surprising that he had been deeply,
permanently scarred by his experiences. It took him several decades, but he worked hisway out of the hell of
PTSD. This book is about his journey from that hell, and his opinions on how modern armies could better
equip the soldiers of today to face what will happen to them when they are thrown into the white hot,
unforgiving cauldron of war. In aworld where men can kill their enemies by sitting at a computer screen and
clicking a mouse, before going home to their wives/girlfriends and families, there is no space for
contemplation, no room for the mind and psyche to process what has been done.

As Marlantes says, thisis not agood thing. War has been brought so closeto ‘ordinary’ life, and yet the
average person in the street still wants to know nothing about its terrible reality. Marlantes offers humane
and sane alternativesin his book, which | believe would greatly help those who otherwise often come back to
the real world as damaged individuals. He should be applauded for this magnificent effort, but | fear that it
will be many years before any government implements these kind of processes. Sadly, and despite the trite
words offered by politicians, soldiers are all too often expendable units to be used in poorly thought out wars
that have no clearly laid out endgame. In this, nothing has changed in more than 2,000 years.



Jaclyn Day says

Vietnam veteran Karl Marlantes wrote this haunting nonfiction book about the realities and after effects of
combat, in the context of both historical conflict and modern-day war.

I had put this on my to-read list after reading areview of the book that earmarked it as one of the best
insights into the modern-day warrior mind that the reviewer had ever read. Although | can’t say I'veread
every book in this genre in order to make that comparison myself, | can say that this book—and Marlantes
personal combat experiences—will haunt me for some time to come.

There is a divide between a civilian (like myself) and the veteran or modern soldier that this book attempts to
gap by showing how intrinsically different combat is from any other human experience. There' s atendency
among civilians to believe certain things about combat situations from movies or fiction books, and | know
I’m guilty of this myself. (I wonder how many non-veterans claim their greatest exposure to the Vietnam
War to be Apocalypse Now, for example?)

What this book does so well well is putting words to emotions and to experiences in a masterful way that |
haven't read before. | found myself taking away something so valuable from reading this, but believe that
there is an even greater value in this book for the combat veteran, or currently-enlisted soldier, or for the
person thinking about enlisting, or for the family or wife of amember of the armed forces. Asfor
me—someone with very little personal connection to the military—I have left this book with a completely
altered thought process regarding our nation’s soldiers and what is expected of them both abroad and at
home. It'sincredibly sobering and eye-opening.

L auraadriana says

This book gave me an entirely different perspective about war and what the men and women who fight them
really experience.

I have deep respect and empathy for the young men and women from all over the world who make incredible
sacrifices sometimes sacrificing their own lives to fight wars, our wars.

Karl Marlantes a Vietam War veteran, aMarine very eloguently and with amazing depth explores just how
little preparation young warriors receive in terms of how their minds and their spirits will heal from the

things that they do and see while at war.

He explores emotional toll that it takes on all the men and women who go to war and tries to figure how
things can be done different to that veteran don't come home with broken spirits.

Very very interesting book. | really enjoyed it.




El says

| didn't intend to read this book, but my boyfriend recently got it as an mp3 through the library, and since he
never follows through on things he gets from the library, and the other mp3 | wanted to listen to was broken,
| snagged this one on my way out the door one day because | have to listen to something while | walk the
dogsor else | get sad.

This was abad choice to avoid sadness.

About 20 mins into the walk | wanted to scrape my face off the sidewalk. | felt this heavinessin my chest
and on my shoulders as| listened to Marlantes tell me his story (in Bronson Pinchot's voice, but not in his
Balki accent, so it wasn't even amusing in that sense) of fighting in Vietham as a 1st lieutenant in the Marine
Corps.

But before | lose you, thisisn't just another guy's reminiscences of war, though thereis plenty of that.
Marlantes' intention here was to share with anyone interested what it'sreally like to go to war. War is
somehow romanticized and glorified in society, primarily through film, literature, and media. It has often
also been considered a"rite of passage” for many young men, which Marlantes discussesin great detail (for
boys, they became men by experiencing war, etc, and girls became women by becoming mothers - that's an
ugly paraphrase, but that's not really my point right now). His concern is that many young men (and women
now) are going to war without really being mentally or spiritually prepared for what they will encounter.
Thereis plenty physical preparation that takes place, boot camp and whatnot, but no one talks to these
soldiers or marines about to what to expect will happen to them psychologically.

Emotions have never been high on the list of priorities when it comesto going to war. Marlantes wants that
to change. After his own experience, he was able to recognize what his own issues were, something that not
everyone who goes to war is able to figure out for themselves. Marlantes talks quite a bit in the beginning
about guilt - the guilt he felt for making decisions that could get any number of peoplein his unit killed, the
guilt he felt for surviving, the guilt for the damage he inflicted directly on othersin a different country. He
reminds us that this guilt is not something that young warriors are warned about. No one gives them an outlet
for discussing those feelings they have, and to be frank, there's not always the time or capability to have
those discussions in the middle of battle anyhow.

Marlantes, however, feels that men and women joining the forces now can be better prepared from that end
of thingsif that's part of their training from the very beginning. It could help them make better decisionsin
the line of fire, help relieve some of the conflict they might feel. It makes senseif you really think about it.

He also spends time talking about the spiritual end. He mentions God once or twice, but when he talks
spiritualism here, he doesn't necessarily mean religion, though allows that everyone should be able to make
their own decisions on that front. When oneisin the middle of awar (something | have never personally
experienced), one undoubtedly is confronted with the idea of their own mortality, and may philosophize over
what might be out there. There's nothing wrong with that. When you have bombs going off around your face,
you're welcome to do whatever it takes for you to get through the experience as far as I'm concerned. If you
want to pray to the Flying Spaghetti Monster, you go right ahead. But Marlantes points out that again there's
not as much an outlet for those sorts of morality issues that come up with spiritualism or religion - how do
you reconcile killing large masses of people when killing is bad?

Marlantes tackles a lot of serious questions like these, and | am in no way doing this book any great service.



It's worth reading, or listening to. Bronson Pinchat, in al seriousness, was an incredible narrator, realy
expressing an empathy in his narration that made my heart ache.

The areas | did have dight issue with (particularly towards the end where Marlantes talks about violence in
general and how children "should" be raised) rubbed me the wrong way because | don't feel raising children
issimilar to going to war, though | understand his point was really about aggression and how aggression is
reacted to in society, and children may benefit by a change in those views. In any case, it didn't really
resonate with me or we have differences of opinions on that front.

But the rest of the book was engrossing and terrifying and makes me want to hug anyone and everyone who
went through or isin service, especially the ones who may not know how to deal with any of the emotions or
experiences Marlantes details in his book.

Jackie says

I've met Karl Marlantes a couple of times now, and each time I've been deeply impressed with hisintense
intelligence, his ability to tell astory, and his bravery to talk so very honestly about war, what he did init,
what he got out of it, and what he wishes were different, then and now. This book is very much like having a
long conversation (albeit with footnotes) with the man himself. He opens up about everything which requires
adepth of bravery that far surpasses that of atraditional warrior, though he would argue that the truly
traditional warrior was a man of thought and philosophy, and we've stripped that part of war away over the
millennia. He's introspective and probing, looking for meaning and |essons. He's also adamant about training
and supporting the WHOLE warrior, not just on weapons and strategy but on spirituality, philosophy,
morality

and psychological coping techniques--before they go, while they arein the field, and certainly after they
come home. He makes many great points about what is wrong today, and what lessons we should have
aready learned from al the battles from Vietnam on. Thisis avery intense read, but an invaluable one. |
urge everyone to read this book.

Mar gar et says

One of the best books | have ever read about war and my first book about the Vietnam War. | have aways
avoided movies and books about Vietnam because of having grown up while the war raged. My cousin who
was a helicopter commander was shot down in 1970, he and two others out of his crew of 4 died. I'll never
forget the day that my family heard the news that he died and to this day that fact is still lodged firmly in my
memory. While reading this book | constantly thought about Alex and what his experience must had been
likein Vietnam. Through much research | was able to contact afriend of the survivor of my cousin's crew,
he blamed my cousin for being "too aggressive" and acting more like an officer. When | read the book |
came across the author mentioning that the warrior had to approach the fighting in an attitude of not only
survival but an aggression that carries them to the finish. Thisinsight really helped me to understand that my
cousin acted out in his approach of fighting was common and expected, in short, part of being awarrior.

The author brought his own experiences of war and what it was like to go to war clear to the point what it
was liketo kill. | appreciated the psychology and the navel gazing in the effort to bring the reader to that
grief and sadness and often the thrill of being awarrior, in his case aMarine. This book kept my interest



engaged to the end and he brings some clear ideas and ideal s that warrant re-reading this important book and
recommending it to those who are interested.

Chrissays

What an amazing book! It's part memoair, confession, ethics workshop, psychology, mythology tutorial, and
war story. While Dave Grossman's much touted On Killing gets into the psychology of killing, Marlantes
book delvesinto the soul of the matter. It's heartfelt, raw, prescriptive, and wise. It doesn't have the "I told
you so" admonition nor doesit have the "I'm old and wise now, so listen up" aura about it. But it's
compelling reading. Marlantes sounds like areal jerk as ayoung man: seeker of medals, flip disregard for
limits, pothead. But he was alean, mean killing machine, awarrior and atroubled one at that. He did
everything society asked of him and was rewarded for it, yet he felt empty and deeply troubled. He points out
that the military has medics for the body but not for the soul. Chaplains don't do too much according to
Marlantesin thisregard. If you've been to war or live with loved ones who have, read this book. It will help
you understand. The author and his family have travelled this difficult road.

Jessica Buike says

What It isLiketo Go to War by Karl Marlantes was a book that | won through Goodreads, and | was |ooking
forward to reading it. My husband is an Army vet who spent time in Irag and Afghanistan, as well as on the
KoreaDMZ. | thought that perhaps the book would touch on war experiences of multiple soldiers and
provide insight on how the war affects soldiers.

However, | found that | just couldn't get through this book. It read very slow with lofty psychological
language (and | even have my BA in Psychology!) and just didn't capture my attention. | made it through
only the first half, but | couldn't find the desire to continue reading as it just wasn't inspiring me to continue.
Therefore, if you are interested in this nonfiction genre, | do hope that you will till consider giving it atry
and not basing everything off of my one review.

| think it's great that the author was able to share his experience, and perhaps this book was a cathartic
experience for him. But overall, | didn't like the book.




