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Intelligent and driven, Orion Worthington aspired to be like his mentor, the acclaimed scientist Sir Geoffrey
Blayne. Logically, Sir Geoffrey’s daughter would be Orion’s perfect match. So why can’t he keep his mind
off the unruly girl who works in Sir Geoffrey’s lab?

Orphaned fire-cracker Francesca Penrose hopes that London is modern enough to accept her brilliant mind
despite her womanhood. But she can’t help noticing Orion’s mind...or his body.

So they decide to run an experiment: if they give in to their passions, their attraction will simply fizzle out,
with no impact on their hearts...right?
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From Reader Review I Thee Wed for online ebook

E. says

“I Thee Wed” by Celeste Bradley is part of the ‘Wicked Worthingtons’ series and centers on Orion
Worthington, who finds a mentor to help further his career as a biologist. There are strings attached to his
tenure, including the chance to marry the man’s daughter, Julia, but he finds himself far more fascinated by
the Francesca Penrose, the man’s niece. Francesca is a scholar herself, but cannot get any academic
recognition of her research. Orion has to navigate a minefield of challenges, and has to reevaluate whether he
truly wants to get away from his eccentric and effervescent family or accept them (and Francesca) and
embrace his inner spontaneous nature.

This historical romance provides a wonderfully wacky story peopled by unique and fascinating characters. I
adore Orion’s youngest sister, Atalanta (Attie), who is described by one character as a cat, able to get into
and out of the most unusual places. The thumbnail descriptions of the Worthington family and their
sometimes lackadaisical approach to life (e.g. the pile that gets deposited outside of a stuck door) gives a
vivid impression of how unique each of them is and definitely makes me curious about the other stories in
the series.

I felt that characters such as Judith were sadly two-dimensional, but perhaps that is because of the contrast to
the vivacity of Francesca and her approach to the world. The scientist in me wants to know more about her
project with the bunnies and the hints of genetic studies and it was very entertaining to see that a budding
science luminary crosses paths with the folks in this book, and is perhaps somewhat swayed by the heroine’s
interests. The peek into the viciously competitive world of scientific exploration and the venality that could
accompany genius is sobering but it was interesting to see the various facets of exploration and depressing to
see the difference in opportunity highlighting the gender divide.

I definitely enjoyed the two characters highlighted in this fast-moving story and was captivated by the
combination of humor and romance that characterized their tale. I had a bit of trouble believing the events
around the exciting climax but I definitely will be looking for other stories featuring the Worthingtons, and I
can’t wait to find out who will capture Attie’s heart and hope the tailor/dressmaker Buttons finally gets his
HEA as well!

A copy of this title was provided me for review.

© Night Owl Reviews

Phoenix77 says

I am torn about Celeste Bradley’s new release, I Thee Wed. It’s a cute story of an analytically minded
gentleman finding passion in the arms of an intelligent woman, but it falters in its uneven pacing and a sense
that the author betrays her smart characters by having them make silly mistakes.

Orion Worthington sees himself as nothing like the artistic and emotional members of his family. Where his
parents, siblings and cousins are all driven by what their hearts desire, Orion is dedicated to matters of the
mind. Determined to use his scientific gifts to escape the stigma that comes with being a “Wicked



Worthington” Orion jumps at the opportunity to apprentice in the laboratory of the celebrated Sir Geoffrey
Blayne. The offer of employment comes with the added chance to court the man’s beautiful daughter, Judith,
and possibly marry into a prestigious family of the ton. Working with a respected scientist and having a
society woman as his bride would be the first steps to the future Orion has always planned for, yet those
plans begin to unravel once he meets Sir Geoffrey’s niece Francesca Penrose.

Please read the full review at  Romantic Historical Reviews

Barbara Peters says

A RATHER STUPID BOOK

Debra Martin says

I have not read any of the previous books in the Worthington series, but it was not a problem because
although there was some mention of Orion Worthington's siblings, they were not really a part of this story
except for his youngest sister, Atalanta. It was refreshing to see that Orion was a serious scientist who has
not had many interactions with women beyond the women in his family, instead of a notorious rake. When a
rare opportunity presents itself for Orion to become the assistant to the renowned scientist, Sir Geoffrey
Blayne, he jumps at the chance. As part of the bargain, he will be allowed to court Sir Geoffrey's beautiful
daughter, Judith. This is everything that Orion has ever hoped for, that is, until he meets Judith's Italian
cousin, Francesca Penrose.

I thoroughly enjoyed Francesca's character--a woman who enjoys life to its fullest and is not afraid to buck
convention when it concerns how a woman should behave. She was full of passion and had a wonderful zeal
for life as well as a keen-intellect that she was not afraid to reveal when the occasion arose. The interactions
between Orion and Francesca got steamy at times and I did skip over some of the more drawn out love
scenes. Too much graphic description has a tendency to ruin the passion for me. The pacing of the story did
lag in some spots and I found some of the internal dialogue to be repetitive. However, the added unexpected
antics of Atalanta threw some funny scenes into the story. Without revealing any spoilers, I found the ending
to be satisfying.

I received a copy of this book in exchange for a fair and honest review.

Aly says

3.5

I haven't read the previous books in the series, but the prologue and the first chapters give us enough
information to make us understand what happened to the other couples before and that it's about an unusual
and eccentric family who may be judged by the ton but they found them too entertaining to cast them away
from society.

Orion Worthington love his family, but his temperament is different from their chaotic, outrageous and



unpredictable attitude. He's more the logical and serious type. He's also a biologist. So when the opportunity
to become the new assistant of Sir Geoffrey Blayne, a renowned scientist, he's happy to take a leave of his
parents, one cousin, four brothers and three sisters.

Two surprise awaits the hero at Blayne House. A comical one that I won't reveal and the second is Sir
Geoffrey's niece, a bold, confident and challenging lady. His patron imply that he wouldn't be against a
match between Orion and his daughter Judith, but it's Francesca, the niece, who will make the rational hero
with science on the brain think about something else and about other type of experiment.

Half-English, half-Italian, Francesca Penrose have a fiery personality and she doesn't care for other people's
opinion or what is proper for a lady. She find the newcomer extremely attractive but not really expressive at
first. But it's all gonna change in contact with the passionate woman. Love is just like science after all; you
just need to mix the good ingredients together.

I'm having a hard time decide what rating to give this one. The writing style was great, the characters too, the
secondary ones also, and I love reading about beloved family, but I think the good ideas were not always
well executed. Except from the last chapters, the pace was too slow and it felt like not much is happening.
When I read romance, I want to know what the hero and heroine is thinking and to know their sexy thoughts,
but I don't like when there's too many inner thoughts about it. That's probably why I hesitate, because I liked
the proposition but I feel like there was too much thinking and not enough happening. But there's also the
fact that there was too many infringements to the conventions. Once again, that's a thing I enjoy in historical
or else the protagonists would not have occasions to learn to know each other and it can bring an intimacy
that wouldn't be possible otherwise, but I need to be able to believe in most of the circumstance. And finally,
the scene of the fire with Orion's family was just too bizarre. Actually, it was the people's reaction, or lack of,
that was too peculiar. I know they are an unusual bunch, but it was just too emotionless to be believable.

But for the big loving family, I think I need to read an other book from the series to decide if it's one I want
to follow.

Christine says

I've read a couple of the other books in "The Wicked Worthington Series," and thought I'd give this one a try.

Orion Worthington, a serious scientist, is desperate to get away from his eccentric family, so he leaps at the
opportunity to work with the distinguished Sir Geoffrey Blayne. He'll be living with Blayne and will have
access to his amazing laboratory for his plant studies. Even better, Blayne's made it clear that he would
welcome Orion as a suitor for his beautiful daughter Judith. However, all of Orion's careful plans are
smashed when he's introduced to Blayne's bewitching neice, Francesca Penrose, who's come to stay with her
uncle from her native Italy. Francesca's equally smitten -- and soon she and Orion are falling hard for each
other. However, evan as Orion and Francesca's relationship catches fire, they realize that something's amiss
in the household. Sir Geoffrey is acting strangely, and Judith is pre-occupied -- but they're so focused on
each other that Orion discovers too late that Sir Geoffrey's 'made him an offer he can't refuse.'

The characters offer an interesting contrast. Francesca's a smoldering sensualist; she's smart and caring, but
she also craves the stimulation of the senses. She loves to cook and eat great food. She enjoys the outdoors;
she's absolutely effervescent. Orion has cast aside emotion in favor of logic; he's worked diligently to
separate himself from his wildly outrageous family. While he loves them, he sees them as obstacles in his



path to knowledge and the pursuit of science. But watch out -- when these two get together, sparks fly...and
then burst into flames. Wowser....considering that both Orion and Francesca are virgins, they really burn up
the sheets!!!

So...I liked the book, but I think I'm done with the Worthington family. Like Orion, I'm just exhausted by all
their outlandish shenanigans. They're just too over-the-top for me.

Linda says

4.5

I love this series!

Emily says

A sweet and scientific romance. Each installment of this series just seems to be getting better.

This edition to the series focuses on Orion, the cold and scientific minded middle brother, and Francesca
Penrose. Orion has been offered an apprenticeship with Sir Geoffrey Blayne, a famous science, and he leaps
at the chance. Not only will be able to study under a renowned scientist, but Sir Geoffrey can smooth Orion's
way into the greater scientific community, and he has the chance to court his daughter, Judith. Orion is also
looking forward to being free of the chaos of the Worthington household. Francesca is Sir Geoffrey's niece
and half-Italian. Raised in Italy, she has recently come to England in order to get to know her English family.
She never quite fit in with her Italian family and hoped things would be different in England, but so far they
aren't. Her uncle has little use for her or the idea of women scientists, and Judith is reserved and closed off.
She's been able to crave out a small space herself in her uncle's household, but it isn't really what she wants,
and she keeps hoping for something more.

There is an instant attraction between Orion and Francesca when they meet, and what he feels for Judith is
nothing comparable to what he feels for Francesca. Through a series of science-related mishaps, the two fall
in love, but things aren't at all what they seem in the Blayne-household. Neither Sir Geoffrey nor Judith are
what they seem, and unfortunately, both Orion and Francesca realize it too late, and Orion is stuck in a truly
difficult spot. With the help of the Worthington family though, they are able to defeat their villains and live
happily-ever-after.

I liked both the leads. The cold, rational man who falls in love with the light spirited woman is always a
favorite of mine. Of course, I really I liked this version because both Orion and Francesca are people of
science, even if they don't agree on their theories. Neither are really looking for love, but decide to pursue
their attraction to one another and end up in love despite themselves. Neither one of them have ever really fit.
Orion was always the calm and rational member of the Worthington family, and he realizes once he leaves
his family that he has been apart from them for a long time. It's only once he has left his family that he
realizes what he has with them and learns to appreciate and connect with them again. Francesca was the odd
one out in both her Italian and English families, but with Orion and the Worthingtons, she finds a place



where she belongs for the first time. Orion and Francesca aren't just finding each other, they're a family as
well.

I also liked that they were both virgins. I feel like 90% of HR heroes are rakes, so it's nice to have a hero who
is the exact opposite of that. Both he and Francesca are experiencing all forms of love for the first time which
I found sweet.

Each installment of the series also makes the Worthington family more human and enjoyable to read. I think
part of this is because in each volume we're learning more about the family as whole, and the various trials
and tribulations that have forged them. They're becoming more human instead of the manic mob that
appeared in Callie's book. I have to applaud Bradley for so thoroughly transforming my thoughts on the
Worthington family. Even Attie is growing on me.

Elektra's book is probably still my favorite, but this is an excellent followup to that, and both Orion and
Francesca are delightful leads.

Aila says

So damn cute!

The Worthingtons (family of this series) prove to be a fairly amusing and lovably family that is to be read
more for entertainment than anything, really. And omg the romance - pulls at my heartstrings so much. An
unflappable Orion whose mind speaks in science meets his downfall with a passionate Italian scientist.
They're all cutie patooties.

Susan says

Another fun Worthington tale. Orion is the scientific one in the family. He is logical and has walled off his
emotions. He craves the peace and order that is the very opposite of what can be found in his home, among
his eccentric family members. So he accepts the invitation of Sir Geoffrey Blayne to become his lab assistant
and stay at his home. There is also the possibility of winning the hand of Sir Geoffrey's daughter Judith, as
well as gaining entry to the scientific community.

Francesca is Sir Geoffrey's niece, the half-English half-Italian daughter of his brother. She came to England
to stay with this part of her family, after realizing that she doesn't fit in with her Italian family, who considers
her "too English". Francesca is intelligent, having her own scientific aptitudes, but also passionate, sassy, and
playful. She plans to avoid marriage and devote her time to her research.

Orion's arrival at the Blayne house has all the seriousness that he could desire, until he meets Francesca. He
is immediately struck by her beauty and her fire, to the point where everything else fades away. He is
supposed to work on specific research and also be available to escort Judith, but his mind keeps drifting to
her. I loved seeing his confusion at being so affected by her. Francesca has made a small place for herself in
the lab, the only place her uncle allows her to work. She is just as drawn to Orion. I loved seeing them argue
their scientific viewpoints, all the time fighting the attraction simmering below. Francesca eventually
proposes that they give in to their attraction, expecting that it will then be out of their systems and they can



return to normal life. It doesn't quite work out that way, and what they experience only serves to increase
their need for each other. Francesca's realization of her feelings coincides with an event that forces Orion to
end his relationship with her. His own epiphany takes a little longer, but is in time to rescue both Francesca
and their relationship.

Sir Geoffrey feels a little off from the very beginning. His attitude toward Judith is not one of a loving father
but of a man who uses others for his own purposes. For a scientist he seems to be terribly uninvolved in the
research that he is promoting and it isn't long before his actions become suspicious. I had a feeling about his
plans for Orion and it turned out I was right. I ached for Orion when he discovered the truth and cheered for
what he did next. I loved what he and his family came up with and I loved seeing Sir Geoffrey get what is
coming to him. The ending was intense and pretty scary as it was occurring, and also provided some humor
at the end.

The secondary characters were pretty good also. Judith was a foil for Francesca, so quiet and always doing
her father's bidding. But there was a little more to her than first appeared, and I liked seeing some bits of
rebellion. I really enjoyed seeing her finally go after what she wanted. My favorite, however, was Orion's
little sister Attie. In previous books she has tried to sabotage her siblings' relationships, but she has matured a
little bit here and instead settles on trying to influence it instead. Attie is scarily intelligent and fearless in her
actions. Her appearances in the book tend to herald disaster or mayhem of some kind, usually caused by
something she has done. I also liked seeing more of the Worthington family. They are still just as odd as
ever, but their love for each other still shines through. I really loved seeing how they simply absorbed
Francesca into the group and how much at home she felt with them.

Books Her says

Available this month: I Thee Wed (The Wicked Worthington Series)

***3.5/5 stars- Really liked it

This Celeste Bradley novel is lighthearted fun - from beginning to end.

Recommended readers:

Readers of English historical fiction
Looking for a fun, lighthearted romance
Fans of Celeste Bradley, Sabrina Jeffries and more

Here's my Rankings:

3.5/5 for characters
3.5/5 for plot
3.5/5 overall

REVIEW FROM BOOKS FOR HER:
From rabbits to pesky sisters to exploding experiments, I Thee Wed is fabulous fun from beginning to end.
Despite being the least dramatic member of the Worthington family, Orion Worthington's lovestory is
anything but boring ... thanks in part to his counterpart, Francesca Penrose, a budding scientist who hopes to



overcome gender bias of the time. Celeste Bradley has a knack for writing fun, passionate and witty stories.
Any historical romance buff will enjoy Bradley's latest in the Worthington Series.

Available on Amazon this month:  I Thee Wed (The Wicked Worthington Series)

 

Monique says

Orion Worthtington is a serious, organised scientist who aspires to the Fraternity of Life Sciences. When he
was offered the opportunity to become the assistant of the eminent Sir Geoffrey Blayne, he jumps on the
occasion. Furthermore, Sir Geoffrey has the perfect daughter, Judith, for Orion to advance his career. She is
everything his boisterous, nearly scandalous family is not. But when he goes to live in Blayne House, Orion
meets Judith’s cousin, the voluptuous Francesca with the slight Italian accent, and very soon all Orion’s
well-laid plans go out the window!

I loved the eccentric Worthingtons right from the start, I knew I was going to be thoroughly entertained, and
I certainly was! I THEE WED is the latest in the series, but it can easily be read as a standalone; however I
plan on reading the previous books, because it was just too much fun! Francesca is a fabulous character:
she’s a biologist, she’s an original, full of life and impulsive. Apart from being a scientist, she’s Orion’s
polar opposite, however she’s exactly like the other Worthingtons, to Orion’s initial dismay. Orion is an
unusual hero, to my utter delight, and I just loved him as well; what a perfect couple! Francesca and Orion
are instantly smitten with each other, and they fight it for as long as they can. I THEE WED is a delightful
cocktail of romance, as well as hilarious highjinks from Orion’s younger sister Attie. Ms. Bradley’s stunning
attention to detail infuses this book with a sense of authenticity, in spite of the outrageousness of some of the
shenanigans that take place. Orion and Francesca’s infatuation with each other is in turns amusing, touching,
sensuous, passionate, restrained, and very romantic. I THEE WED is also gloriously well written, with very
witty dialogues, and vivid descriptions that make everything and everyone feel absolutely real. The
characters are fascinating, and there are surprises galore as everything unfolds, a historical character makes a
cameo appearance, and the conclusion is simply fabulous! The way the author dealt with a deception that
threatened the happiness of some characters was perfect and absolutely logical. I had feared that the book
might conclude hurriedly, and it was decidedly not the case. A fun, intelligent, and totally romantic story!

I received a complimentary copy of this book in exchange for an honest review.

Wendy says

Bunnies Everywhere

This was so much fun I’m going to have to go back and read the rest of the series. I love stories with unique
families and the Worthingtons definitely count!



Jaclyn says

Originally reviewed at The Book Adventures.

I Thee Wed features a science-minded hero and heroine; however, despite an equal appreciation for scientific
investigation, that does not mean that they are perfectly matched. While Orion Worthington is strictly logical
when it comes to his experiments, Francesca Penrose embraces the more unexplained side of science. Since
Orion has come on board as Francesca’s uncle’s assistant, their difference in opinion naturally leads to some
heated confrontations. When antagonism turns to lust the pair decide to launch an experiment: one night
together, then they’ll both be able to return to their work without any distractions. Needless to say, the plan
goes awry and distraction abounds.

The romance between Francesca and Orion was delightfully witty and fun. I know some people are bothered
by modernism in the historical romance genre, so I would suggestion approaching I Thee Wed with caution.
Since I am not one of those readers, I found I Thee Wed to be a highly entertaining read. I particularly
enjoyed Orion more logical tendencies and his complete befuddlement when confronted with the vibrancy of
Francesca. Francesca is flighty and spontaneous but she remains a scientist and has no trouble giving Orion a
piece of her mind or some of her Italian cooking if all else fails.

Despite the more zany elements of the novel (i.e. Orion’s family) there were some flashes of seriousness that
tempered the more unbelievable elements. Specifically, I liked the fact that both Francesca and Orion felt out
of place in their families. In Orion’s case, he feels that he wants more structure and less clutter that has every
been present in his family life. He loves his family but he doesn’t always understand them. Francesca, who is
half-English and half-Italian, has come to England because he Italian family has always claimed that she was
too English. Now that she’s arrived in England, she finds that she doesn’t fit that mould either. The basis of
the romance between these two is the fact that they feel at home when they are with each other. With Orion,
Francesca feels that she’s found someone that appreciates and understands her mind; she even fits right in
with his insane family. And in Orion case, he seems to come out of his shell around Francesca and embraces
the family traits that he had previously repudiated. So, there’s more to the romance than lust, much as the
hero and heroine would have liked to have thought overwise.

My one little quibble has to do with a choice Orion makes close to the end of the novel. Orion chooses to
hide something from Francesca all in the name of “protecting her”. Sigh. Personally, I could have done
without Orion’s protective tendencies. For the majority of the book, Orion demonstrates that he thinks of
Francesca as an equal and he throws that believe out the window when he makes this decision that’s going to
impact Francesca. Orion’s reasoning for this was weak and it was a bit of a let down in an otherwise really
fun read. I suppose I can’t have it all, and it’s not as if folks done make dumb calls outside of a romance
book (clearly I’m expecting perfection in the historical romance genre!).

I Thee Wed is the first book by Celeste Bradley that I have read and it was a great introduction to the
Worthington family. I didn’t feel like I was missing out too much, but it does convince me that I should
check out the first three books in the series. Future books also promise to be highly anticipated; the
Worthingtons are unconventional and I want to read more about them!



Sherwood Smith says

[ such as: A duke gives a ball without a hostess, the hero and heroine are on first name basis with a male
dress-maker, the heroine wears a gown of gabardine—a canvas-like fabric invented around 1880 for coats
and trousers (hide spoiler)]


