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People are on the movein all ten storiesin this collection--coming home asin "The Return, "leaving home as
in "Rubbish Wind, " traveling far away from their country asin "The Locks of Epiphan”--trying to improve
their lives and those of others, searching and fleeing. Their journeys are accompanied by two motives, which
characterize the writing of Andrey Platonov: optimism and faith in the goodness of humanity, and abject
despair at the cruelty and apparent sensel essness of our existence. The protagonists are torn between these
poles and sometimes a synthesi s shines through the blackness of despair--the hope against hope that a better
lifeis till possible. Combining realism with poetic vision and the deceptively simple language of folktales,
Platonov lights up his stories by using language in away that renders it unfamiliar, making the ordinary seem
unusual and the extraordinary logical. This new tranglation is the first to present Platonov's gift as a short-
story writer to an English-language readership, showing why it is that Joseph Brodsky regarded Platonov as
the equal of Joyce, Kafka, and Proust.
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John says

| read thisfor "The Rubbish Wind," "The River Potudan,” and "The Return." When reading Platonov, it's
hard to shake the fegling that he was someone who desperately longed to not exist, or to somehow un-exist.
His characters, both in The Foundation Pit and here (with the exception of the protagonist of "The Return™)
yearn to dissolve into nothing, and their actions to that end are often disturbing. In fact, the only other book
that | think disturbed me as much as The Foundation Pit in recent years was Thomas Ligotti's My Work Is
Not Yet Done: Three Tales of Corporate Horror, and although they are very different books from very
different times, | suspect there is some similar kernel at the heart of both writers.

In the "Rubbish Wind" the road to the main character's non-existence is shockingly gruesome, something
that | imagine would make even Quentin Tarantino choke back his lunch. In "The River Potudan," the main
character's non-existence is a more touching, cleansing, amost Catholic self denial that gives him the ability
to understand and accept love when it's ailmost too late.

"The Return," however, isthe reason | picked up this collection. The story of a man returned from war to
find his family changed, it packs into its few pages a sad yet somehow redeeming portrayal of human
weakness and acceptance. It's a story that Chekhov would have been proud to have written, and it sounds a
note of hope for the human soul that is an amazing statement from the author of deeply nihilst The
Foundation Pit.

Deniz Balc? says

Umutsuzluktan umut do?ar m?? Platonov bunun pe?ine di?mi? ve kendi tlkesinin yoksul insanlar?na bu
gozle, tam iclerinden bakm??. Her hikaye ¢ok giclii olmasa bile genel olarak vurucu dykilerin oldu?u bir

kitap.

L event says

Platonov' un benim icin neden bu kadar 6zel bir yazar oldu?unu bir kere daha gérmi? oldum. Yine etkileyici
insana dokunan dykuler, muazzam bir edebi dil.

Burak Karaku? says

Rahats?z edici derecede gercekci ve yal?n bir yazar Platonov. Klasik Rus edebiyat™ndaki gibi, bir karakterin
srlar™? sayfalarca anlat?an olaylar sonras”nda mikemmel bir ?ekilde gcizmek yerine, birkag karakalem
darbesiyle, s?n?lar? belli ediyor sadece.

Ozellikle Cop Ruzgar? hikayesi, kaybedilmi? akl?, e?er gercekci bir yal 2nl%kla aktar? rsa, ne kadar



etkileyici bir 7ekilde anlat?abilece?ni gosteriyor. Albert Lichtenberg, Hitler destekcisi Almanlar?n
i?kenceleri sebebiyle kendisini bir hayvan olarak kabul etmeye ba?layan, asd?nda bir uzay bilimci. 19.
ylzy?? 6zlemle anarken, sokaklarda gdrdii?i demirden Hitler heykeline ve insanlar?n bu ve bunun gibi
ba?kaikonlaratap?nmalar?na k?z?yor: "Y erylizl tanr?arla doluyor, s?radan insan?n izini bulam?yorum,
insanlar?n hayvanlara dondi?int gordyorum. Ama ne yapabilirim ki, sadece bunu!" diyor ve bastonunu
tamamlanmam??, demirden Hitler heykeline yap?2?r?yor, amane yaz?k ki "mekanik yar?m beden, mutsuz
insan?n hiddetini hissetmiyor.", Albert'in bastonu ortadan ikiye ayrA?yor.

Uzun laf?n k?sas?: ¢ok yal?n bir dille, ok yo?un bir anlat?m. Platonov, 20. ylizy??n en karanl %k
doénemlerine sadece ?ahitlik etmemi?, ayn? zamanda, 90'lar”n ba??na kadar eserlerinin yasaklanm?? olmas?
sebebiyle, o karanl ??? fazlas?ylaya?am?? bir yazar. nsanadair iyi, ama daha ¢ok kot yanlar?iliklerine
kadar hissetmek isteyen herkesin okumas? gerek.

Kirill Kovalenko says

I would cast my vote for Platonov as the most distinctly "Russian" author. He is one of the few authors that
correctly blends realism, absurdity and drama in a poignant collection of highly varied narrative sketches.

The stories can be defined by melancholy and movement, understanding through action, reconciliation
through tentative withdrawal and return (hence, thetitle). His are, perhaps the most stripped-raw characters
you can get without entering the realm of melodrama.

Platonov captures this tentativeness and of humanity with such grim and beautiful tragedy that we are not
tempted to shout "fool" as much as we allow ourselves to follow the brushstrokes of his paternal hand and
become engulfed with the human landscapes, made without cheap empathy and without an overbearing
narrative voice.

It iswithout foundation to call him a master of the short story, as his works are not self-contained and
"crafted" as much asthey are skimmed effortlessly off a generations-long culture of fear, confusion and a
fruitless longing for certainty.

Reading Platonov will not put you face-to-face with some great truth. it will, however, make you feel more
human.

Banushka says

"ikinci e zaman"? okumam?? olsayd?m platonov'un eserlerinin nigin 90'lara kadar yasakland???n?,
sansirlendi?ini mimkin de?il anlayamazd?m. kominizme, eme?e, devrime sonuna kadar inanm?? bir yazar
kar??m?zdaki.

ama bu sene okudu?um svetlana aleksiyevig'ler sa? olsun, devletin sansiir mekanizmas? ve parti kafas? nas?l
i?er, iyice anlad?m.

cok icten, cok do?al, insan sevgisi dolu dykuler. gelecek gunlerin iyi olaca?? inanc?ylayazAm??, agl X,
fakirlik, sefalet dolu olsada...

not: okurken akl?mdayd?, sonrayazmay? unutmu?um. giinay catao k?z??rmak muhte?em bir cevirmen...



EmreErgin says

Yer yer sa?anak didaktikli?in d???nda cok sevdim.

BlyUmu? de kugilmi? gocuklar, ya?land?kga kuculen ihtiyarlar ve geride kald??? igin ba?kala?an, kirlene
kirlene karar?p datane zaman kayda gecilmi? bir hat?ran™, kendi hat?ras??n anlam”n? yok eden
kimlikler. BeZendim.

Bilge Guler says

Muhte?em 6tesi.

Kut??n Sancakl|? says

Hayalleri tagland?rmadan, ac?ardan da bozgunlar yaratmadan insanlar?na, co?rafyas?na samimiyet
buhran?na kap?madan yak?ndan bakabilen hikayeler.. Platonov'un bir karakterini anlat?rken dedi?i gibi;
'‘co?rafyaise Airiydi'.. Hikayeleri icin Ustline sz eklemek gereksiz sanki..

Ca?da? T says

Ozellikle kitaba ad™? da veren Donu? Gykusiini sevdim ve bir giin kitaba ara verip izerinde di2tinme
ihtiyac? hissettim. Di?er dykller de glizeldi ama carp?c? de?illerdi. Hemen hepsi rusi¢ sava?? yada dinya
sava?ar? temal?, bireyden cok toplumu ve icine diti?i durumu (yoksulluk, 6zlem vb) irdeleyen dykilerdi.
Arkada?ar?m Platonov'un romanlar?n?n daha ba?ar2? oldu?unu sylediler. Denemeye kesinlikle de?er.

Mehmet Sumer says

Platonov okudukga, Tolstoy'u ve Dostoyevski'yi be?enmemeye ba?ad?m. Sadece insan Uizerine de?il,
tabiat?n ve e?yan?n ruhu lzerine en gizel ciimleleri Platonov'dan okudum.

"Cevrelerindeki sonbahar do?as?ay?g?n, Uzlicli bir hava hakimdi o saat. Ma?ay? da vanov'u da buradan
evlerine gétirmes gereken tren gri bo?u?un kim bilir neresindeydi ?imdi. ?nsan?n
ylre?ini avutup ?enlendirebilecek tek 2ey ba?ka bir insan?n yure?iydi." (s.84)

Kitap "Kum O2retmeni" dykusilyle ag??yor. Bilyiik bir roman olabilecek kadar giiclii bir gekirde?e sahip
oyku bu. Ke?ke boyle kalmasaym??, bitti?inde di?er dykiye gecemedim. Akl?maKobo Abe'nin "Kumlar?
Kad™n?' roman? geldi. "Kum O2retmeni” t?pk? "Kumlar?n Kad?n?' gibi diinya edebiyat?n?n bir miicevheri
olabilirdi.



"Potudan Nehri" t?pk? bir Ken Parker ¢ykiisii gibi sadece okunmayan ayn? zamanda izlenen, kalbe dokunan,
nefis bir 6yku. Bir slire sonra yeniden ve sonra yeniden okumak istiyorum.

"COp Ruzgar?' giinimuizin ve tim zamanlar?n sorunu olan fa?izmi anlatan evrensel bir yki. Ayn?
zamanda fa?izmi konu alan her dykii gibi korkung. Bir daha okumay? dii?inmiyorum. Oyle ac?.

"Don0?" ise cok tuhaf bir dykl, dnemli karakterlerin bazen sinir eden bazen duyguland?ran davran??ar? var.
"Yuza' ve "Uglincii O2ul" hiiziinli 6ykiiler. Ozellikle "Yu?ka' cok etkileyici, bittiZinde gozlerim doldu.

"Fro" dykustuniin kahraman? Frosyaise bir odaya kapat?an &?2k bir ku? gibi sa?a sola ¢carp?p duruyor,
kanatlar? parcalan?yor ve biz de onunla, onun yaln?z kederiyle stiriiklenip duruyoruz. Bilmiyorum, bdyle bir
sevmek olabilir mi? C?rp?nan bir ruhun dykusu: "Belki aptald? Fro, belki ya?am?iki kapik de?erindeydi,
sevmek ve kollamak gerekmezdi onu, buna kar??n yaln?zca bir tek o biliyordu iki kapi? iki ruble
yapmas?n?."

"Nikita'y? okurken akl?ma blyik yazar Samed Behrengi geldi. ?yi insan olmak Uzerine, soran, sorgulayan
cocuklar yeti tirmek tizerine diindiim. Edebiyat? her tlrini sevdi?im icin gocuklara seslenen kitaplar? da
okuyan bir yeti?%kin ve cocuklar?na alacak kitap bulmakta zorlanan bir baba olarak, ¢cocuk kitaplar?n?n
¢o?unun berbat oldu?unu biliyorum. (Ad”nda "berbat" bile ¢cok yetersiz bir tan?m, ¢cocuk kitaplar?n?n co?u,
cocuklar? gerizekal ? sanan yazarlar taraf ndan yaz? ?yor, yay”nevleri de parlak bir yazara denk gelmiyor
maalesef). Aptalca ?eyler yazan akl? k2, hayali k2t cocuk kitab? yazarlar?na bu dykiyi dnerece?im. Cunku
cok giizel cumleler, cok 6nemli hayat derdleri var bu dykiide: "Nikita di?incelere dald?. "Hadi o zaman, her
?eyi emekle yapal ?m, her ?ey canl? olsun,” dedi.

Ayr?cacevirmen, Glinay Cetao K?z??rmak'a ve kitab?n kiinyesinde ad? olmayan edittre te?ekkir etmek
isterim. DOnU?, t?2pk?, "Can", "Muhte?em Vah? Dinya' ve "Cevengur” kitaplar?nda oldu?u gibi
standartlar?n ¢ok (zerinde enfes bir ceviri.

Duygu says

<<< "Neden di?erleri hep kotuydu, dulavratotu da, kituk-kafa da, su insanlar? da kétilerdi de, buiyi bir
insan peki?'

Baba o unun sar? saglar™n? ok?ad? ve ?0yle yantlad?.

"Onlar? sen uydurdun Nikita. Onlar yok, gercek de7iller, o ylzden de kétller. Bu ¢ivi adamc???ysa sen
kendi eme?inle yapt?n, o yuzdeniyi."

Nikita di?incelere dald?.

"Hadi o zaman, her 7eyi emekle yapal?m, her ?ey canl? olsun." dedi.

"Hadi oum" diye onaylad? baba. Nikitainn butiin dmri boyuncaiyi kalaca??nainan?yordu. >>>
(Nikita)

Ruslarla Turklerin ortak ya?ant?ar?, ortak tecriibeleri ok ilging. ?nsanl??a dair pek ¢ok hassas 7?? benzer
di?intyor/alg?A?yor san?r?m bu iki toplum. Platonov'un dykuleri, farkl? bir co?rafyada gegse, al?k?n
olmad???m?z isimdeki insanlar? anlatsa bile o kadar tan?dk, o kadar anla??? ki. ?nsan olmaya dair, kicuk
anlar? acan, de?en, duinduren 6ykuler. Delilerle, cocuklarla, yoksullukla, aileyle, kdy erafylabizi
dinyaya, varl 7?2m?z?n anlam?na, ahlaka dair tekrar di?linmeye sevk ediyor. Pek glzel.



J. says

Absolutely phenomenal. | think | cried reading some of these. Thereisasimplicity to them, and a deep and
wonderful beauty. One of the best short story writers | have ever encountered. Like Vsevolod Ivanov,
Platonov wonderfully captures the subjects he describes.

Perihan says

Y azar?n kitaplar”n?n sansiirsiiz bas?m? ancak 90 'l ? y?llardan sonra gercekle?mi?.

Kitapta dayazar™ 9 k?sa, ama vurucu 6ykusti toplanm??. Oykuler cok gercekei yazAm?2?. Xadeler, gizli
bir mizah iceriyordu. A¢lk, sava?, yoksulluk Oyle derinden ienmi?ti ki , hikayeler durup durup insan?
a?lamakl? hallere di?Uriyordu...

Ozellikle kitabaismini veren Donii? hikayesindeki o malum tren sahnesi Gyle etkileyici anlatm?2t? ki,
hikaye canl? canl? yan? ba??mda ya?anm?2t? sanki...

Zaten genel anlamda film ve kitaplardaki o tren sahneleri unutulmazd?r...

Peter says

Reading Platonov is not easy if you start with the wrong book as I/we did when * Happy Maoscow’ was
selected earlier this month for our Russian reading group, abeit in trandation. Robert Chandler quoting
Joseph Brodsky in his introduction suggests that Platonov’s ‘ case could be regarded as Joyce in reverse: he
produced his ‘Portrait of an artist’ and ‘ Dubliners’ after * Finnegans Wake' and ‘ Ulysses'’.

The other problem is the persistent view that Platonov is untrandatable; the Chandlers along with Angela
Livingstone have gone to great lengths to get it right, so much so, that each time a new edition of any of
Platonov’s ceuvreis published they revise the trandation, and it is not just aword here and there, each
paragraph can have over half a dozen changes. An additional problem isworking from the best available
Russian texts, new ones are till being found and published in Russia.

These stories are later works, by and large from the mid thirties through to hisfinal very short * Two crumbs’
(19467). The stories here differ in setting and in tone - yet similar themes recur and with characters
sometimes having the same names in different stories. Are they the same character? no, not necessarily, yet
similar problems may be being faced.

There are also similar symbols and situations that occur from story to story even when the tone can be
wholly different - and this makes them intriguing and requiring more readings. It’ s not just across this
collection but also with other works, for instance with * Happy Moscow’.

Kasimir Malevich is often used as a cover artist (primarily the earlier Harvill editions) another artist who
started with more abstract (Suprematist, fauve, impressionist) work and ended in amore realist style, and
both artists were of course under pressure from Stalin to conform. Platonov disagreed with Stalin’s political
vision of socialism, athough he was himself a committed socialist and felt that Stalin was wrong on so many
issues - in many respects his stories are a dialogue with Stalin’s official proclamations. Many of these stories



subtly reflect the rigors and cruelties of collectivization and abound in humanity, as well as the problems of
families moving from war to peace and their understanding of utopia.

‘Thereturn’ is considered one of the great Twentieth Century Russian short stories, rightly so, though many
stories here are real stunners, particularly ‘ The Epifan Locks' and ‘ The River Potudan’; that said all are
remarkable manifesting sometimes cruelty, sometimes absurdity, but al uniquely Russian.




