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This lush book of photography represents National Geographic's Photo Ark, amajor cross-platform initiative
and lifelong project by photographer Joel Sartore to make portraits of the world's animals--especially those
that are endangered. His powerful message, conveyed with humor, compassion, and art: to know these
animalsisto save them.

Sartore intends to photograph every animal in captivity in the world. Heis circling the globe, visiting zoos
and wildlife rescue centersto create studio portraits of 12,000 species, with an emphasis on those facing
extinction. He has photographed more than 6,000 already and now, thanks to a multi-year partnership with
National Geographic, he may reach his goal. This book showcases his animal portraits: from tiny to
mammoth, from the Florida grasshopper sparrow to the greater one-horned rhinoceros. Paired with the
eloquent prose of veteran wildlife writer Douglas Chadwick, this book presents a thought-provoking
argument for saving all the species of our planet.
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From Reader Review The Photo Ark: OneMan's Quest to
Document the World's Animals for online ebook

Sierra says

Thisisabook that should be on everyone's coffee tables and book shelves! | found it on the 'new' release
shelf at my local library, being an animal lover | had to check it out. National Geographic the Photo ark isa
lifelong project, already spanning 25 years, of photographer Joel Sartore. It is his goal to take portraits of the
world's animals, especialy those that are endangered and put them at our fingertips. Joel has a powerful
message sprawling through this fantastic book conveyed with humor, compassion and art. Joel hopes we will
look into the eyes of these animals, to know these animals, in order to save them.

Sartore's intends to photograph every animal in captivity around the world. He is visiting zoos and wildlife
rescue centers to create studio portraits of 12,000 species, with an emphasis on those facing extinction. He
has photographed more than 6,000 already and now, thanks to a multi-year partnership with National
Geographic, he may reach his goal.

As | was going through the book, | happened upon an Albino North American Porcupine with the caption
"This abino porcupine is named Halsey for the spot in Nebraska near where she was rescued after being hit
on the highway. Today Halsey isthriving, despite a dental condition that prevents her from ever being
returned to the wild." This caught me off guard because | happen to live in Nebraskal Not only that, but as |
kept reading | read more captions and descriptions of animals that were photographed at Omaha's Henry
Doorly Zoo & Aquarium (Nebraska), Nebraska Wildlife Rehab in Louisville (Nebraska) and the Lincoln's
Children Zoo (Nebraska).

Then, after finishing the book, | read about the photographer and author Joel Sartore. He is a photographer,
author, teacher, conservationist, National Geographic Fellow and aregular contributor to National
Geographic magazine. He is the founder of this project, the Photo Ark, has contributed to Audubon
magazine, Sports lllustrated, the New Y ork Times, Smithsonian magazine and numerous book projects. Are
you ready for the icing on the cake???? Joel is always happy to return from his travels around the world to
hishomein Lincoln, Nebraska, where hislives with iswife and their three children.

| cannot stress enough how amazing this book was, especially from the fact that this project is being
conducted by afellow Nebraskan. | ook forward to seeing more of Joel Sartore's work in the future!

Janice says

What a gorgeous volume of photographs, all closeups of animals, insects, birds, set against black
backgrounds. A rating is shown for each animal, which illustrates it's place on the continuum of extinction,
from Extinct, to Least Concern.

In hisintroduction to this collection, actor Harrison Ford states: " Joel Sartore's Photo Ark focuses alens on
theindividual thread in nature's tapestry....The importance of works like Joel'sisthat it reminds usto care
about those individual threads. His subjects ook us in the eye. They challenge us. They beguile. They make
us laugh and sigh and wonder. We sense in his portraits an almost tangible connection between them and us.
They make each animal--and, | hope, the consequences of its disappearance--real ."



The last chapter of this collection is called "Stories of Hope", and shows animals who have come back from
very near extinction. Let's hope more join their ranks.

Kathy Sebesta says

| almost never buy boox. For one, they're too expensive in the quantity | read. For another, with so much new
to read, it'srare for meto find one | want to read again. I'm blessed with afantastic library and essentially
unlimited access to Interlibrary Loans.

So why did | buy this book? Like every NatGeo book I've ever seen, the photographs are spectacular. It's
almost entirely a picture book, with very little in the way of written explanations yet those little comments
are evocative. If you didn't feel a need to protect animals and species before you pored over this book, you
won't walk away from it without that drive. No, there's no long list of places you should support for this or
that creature - you can get them online. Thisisamuch more understated appeal: find an animal that turns
you on and do what you can to protect it.

A word about the photos: they're all staged. No e ephant running across the Serengeti, no bear fishing for
salmon. Every animal isfrom a zoo or preserve or the like, and all are photographed in a pure black or white
enclosure to make them pop. The art isin being there at that exact moment when there're five penguinsin the
room, al inarow looking to one side, and a single one steps forward and |oox the other way. Or looking thru
atransparent shell at afrog tadpole when it turns and seemsto look into the camera.

| wax poetic. Buy the book, spend some time with the stories, then share it with all. Under $25 at one of
those large retailers.

Audrey says

Omigosh, | love this book so much! The photography is amazing and the little comments and behind the
scenes are very interesting. | totally recommend this book to animal lovers!

Debbie says

Absolutely Beautiful Animal Pictures. Thisbook is a Treasure. Parents should be sharing this book with their
children. A wonderful addition to anyone's personal library.

Autumn Byrd says

The following review is based off my own opinions, thoughts and reactions. So in other words brace yoursdlf.
*There may be inappropriate words such as curse words.* You have been advised in advance.*

So | have been thinking of how | wanted to kick this review off and | mean, | could just gush over animals or
going into alecture about everything thing this book stands for, but | think I'm just going to jump into



explaining how this book, THISright hereisthe crown jewel of my book collection. I'm aHUGE animal
advocate. | volunteer as various rehabilitation centers and volunteer at zoos so | do get to experience work
with endangered species. | also volunteer with regular domestic animal rescues that work with your domestic
cats, dogs, mice, horses, sheep, rabhits, etc... For me, the need to preserve animals whether wild or domestic
has always been something | have firmly believed in since | was younger. After seeing the documentary
Racing Extinction, | have been obsessed with The Photo Ark. It's such a powerful and inspiring thing to
follow and Joel Sartore hasreally set alevel of not only inspiration, but | can honestly say hisis a hero of
mine. His passion for this project isjust a beacon of light in the hazy fog.

If you've never seen the documetary Racing Extinction then you need to go watch it right now before you
read this review because that documentary is so powerful and so eye-opening. Words can't express how
overwhelming all the emotions are by watching this documentary.

Racing Extinction Official Trailer

Thefirst time | ever heard of the Photo Ark was actually by watching the documentary Racing Extinction. |
never knew there were people out in the world who were going to such lengths to help change the view we
have of wild animals and to raise awareness of the reality of it all. More importantly for me, seeing someone
like Joel create this project to document not only the uniqueness each individual species on the planet hasto
offer, but to make people realize that animals and humans have more similarities that not many people would
notice. Joel Sartore capturesit al in his photos and it's an incredibl e thing to realize and say "hey, that
creature reminds me of so-an-so because of the emations they're expressing in their eyes.” It's something
really incredible and it allows us to see animals outside of the box instead of just always saying "oh, they're
just animals”.

What | love most about this book isthat it has that personal touch of the author. Y ou get the vibe for al the
people involved in making this kind of project happening, you get to see that there others fighting to allow
these species to have the right to coexist with humanity, and you get the vibes of each individual personality
for each creature that was photographed for not only the Photo Ark project, but for this book aswell. The
sense of connection you fedl through this entire book is a very powerful thing. For me, | connected deeply
because of my love for animals and my passion for them. My desire to preserve their existence and alow
future generations to experience these incredible creatures is what powers me and how | feel not only
connected to the Photo Ark, but feel afire being lit inside me to push to do more. Something to really get
you thinking is Pokemon the Movie can put projects like this to preserve all forms of lifeinto perspective
and show us how we're all connected and need to start making a difference.

Projects like the Photo Ark are the inspirational movements that will encourage other to take a stand and
look at things differently. It'sakind of project that will shake the world and start a revolution of standing up
for what's right and those who have no voice to share. | don't think | could fall more in love with a project
than | have with this. It isthe crown jewel of all my books because it stands for everything | believe, for
everything | love, for my passion that drives my existence to keep fighting and helping our four legged
animals who can't voice their protests. Everyone, big and small, deserve aright to exist on this planet and
Racing Extinction and The Photo Ark have sparked a movement to preserve that right for ALL living things.
There is no other book | would have at the top of my collection to radiate so much power and emotion.



All inall, | love this book to death and | love The Photo Ark. | follow Joel Sartore on various social media so
if you're looking to check out more of hiswork then I'll leave afew links down below for you to check out!

Joel Sartore's Offical Website
The Photo Ark Gallery
Joel Sartore's Facebook Page

Stefanie (forever sweetserendipity) says

Amazing pictures! And agreat way to generate more awareness for animals going extinct. There needsto be
so much more done for these animals before they are gone.

Emna says

Carolyn says

This book contains gorgeous full page photographs of about 400 animals, both invertebrate and vertebrate.
The photographer has each posed against an all white or black background so as not to detract from the
impact that these beautifully coloured pictures have on the viewer. So far the photographer, Joel Sartore, has
collected 6;000 photos of an estimated 12,000 species for over a decade, and hopes to devote hislife to
photographing the remaining 6,000. Such photos have been archived by the National Geographic as part of
an ongoing Photo Ark Project.

There is an impetus to inspire people to do whatever the can to preserve the earth’ s biodiversity. His message
isthat if not moreis done half these species may become extinct by 2100. Sadly we are losing more forms of
animal life than any time since the Ice Age.

Included if aforeword by actor, Harrison Ford in hislongtime capacity as vice chairman of Conservation
International, and an essay by nature writer, Douglas Chadwick.

Thisvolumeisareal treasure, and inspires hope that future generations looking at this book will not be
appalled at what we may have lost in the coming years. The conservation efforts for the planet’s animals and
their habitats is the Photo Ark’ s powerful message.

Nan says

An astounding work of art. This photographer shows the souls of God's beautiful creatures.

Becky B says

Joel Sartore has set out to photograph as many species of animals as he can in a 25 year period and develop



an "ark" of photographic evidence of animals, many of which are on the brink of extinction. This book isjust
the first sharing of photos he has done so far. Included are afew essays on the need for better care of the
planet, biodiversity, and its inhabitants, as well as highlights of people or groups who are working hard to
save animals so that future generations can also enjoy them as living creatures.

The photographs in this ARE INCREDIBLE. There are some really adorable creatures out there | had no
idea even existed. Definitely pick this one up for the pictures. It's like taking a virtual trip to the best zoo
ever.

? Carol jinx~?~? says

Amazing pictures and stories of animals. Foreword by Harrison Ford.

Susannah says

Thisisacollection of some of the photos of the world's animals as taken by Joel Sartore. Sartore's goal isto
take a photograph of every species of animal under human care. So far he has photographed about half of
them - over 6,000 - and about 400 are featured in the book. This project is sponsored by National
Geographic, and the goal of the project is to highlight the alarming rate at which humankind is diminishing,
and damaging,the unique biodiversity of Earth.

Because of the immensity of the project, Sartore has only photographed animals already under human care,
where they are easily accessible to be photographed. To highlight the animals they are all either
photographed against a white or black background. Animals large and small are given equal focus, as
animals of all sizes are equally important to the health of ecosystems. All animals are accompanied by their
name, genus, and red-list status.

The photographs are beautiful. The animals have such character as captured in Sartore's photographs. A lot
of thought has gone into the layout of the book also, with photos of creatures beautifully juxtaposed, and
themed chapters to group animals together. Conservation heroes are also profiled, and some behind the
scenes photos show how the images were captured.

It was amazing to see pictures of animals | had never heard of before. Favourites include the Desert Horned
Viper, which is a snake that has horns coming up from its eye sockets! And Matschie's Tree Kangaroo,
which looks like a cross between ateddy bear and a kangaroo! New Zealand birds the Kakapo, and the South
Island Takahe, are also featured. Sadly, it is the animals most familiar to us that are most in danger of
extinction, such astigers, gorillas and chimpazees.

Minna says

Absolutely stunning. | follow both Joel Sartore and his Photo Ark project on Instagram and have ever since |
heard about them while watching the Racing Extinction documentary (which | ALSO highly recommend).



Ecological conservation and the current extinction event are issues of maximum importance to me, so | had
been looking forward to sitting down with this book. | was not disappointed. It is superlatively beautiful, and
more importantly, motivational. The book shows several instances of real-life 'heroes - men and women who
have devoted their time, resources, and in some cases lives to preservation efforts. Even small changes make
adifference; challenge yourself.

"It's better to light one candle than curse the darkness. | think that's where movements are started.”

- Shawn Heinrichs

ed. to add: Adding to 2018 PopSugar Reading challenge for category: a book about a problem facing society
today.

Joy says

Stunning photographs championing the beauty and importance of biodiversity. Nice segments between
chapters highlighting unsung heroes in the fight to save these animals. On a personal note this book shifted
my view of zoos.




