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In The Shadow of Babylon isamythical story incorporating parables handed down over several millennia.
The demands of our modern multitasking lives often distract us from applying these proven life lessons that
create a more satisfying, happy and fulfilled life. It is an intriguing myth with a powerful philosophical core
that speaks to the importance of ... creating ones own destiny through visualization ... living in the present
moment ... controlling emotions and eliminating grief and sadness.

Baghdad isin chaos. Sunni and Shia, free from the dictator Hussein, revive their religious hatred. Then,
without warning, the children of Irag rise up in protest against the killings. In the Shadow of Babylonisa
powerful story from the past and how its message changes the present.

During the reign of the last ruler of Babylon, Saddam Hussein, a crypt lined with engraved gold panels
protecting an ancient scroll (pre-dating Hamrabi by thousands of years) is discovered--it is the oldest writing
in the world.

After the liberation of Iraq Alexandria Darshi, an Iragi doctoral student and Bryan Feroz, a handsome
professor of Middle Eastern studies at the University of Chicago, trandate the autobiographical scroll of a
warrior poet named Ayuba. When it is read during two worldwide television documentaries, moderate Arabs
embrace the ancient warrior's secular voice. Threatened by the message, radical 1slamists set out to kill the
messenger.

Ayuba, orphaned at age nine, wanders for two years in a barren desert inhabited by violent tribes. Heis
brutally endaved by a band of reed gatherers. His rescue and adoption by a prominent tribal leader sets him
on acourse of adventure, war and fame.

The courage, kindness and passion of a man who existed in 11,000 BCE touches the hearts of thousands of
modern-day Iragi children. Moved by Ayuba's wisdom and |eadership they stand in peaceful protest against
the raging jihadists. Many are slaughtered but, in the end, their example inspires the women of Irag to join
them in a nationwide demonstration of unity.

In the Shadow of Babylon follows an ancient warrior/poet's dramatic life via a high-tension timeline that is
both exciting and inspiring, and at times humorous and heartbreaking.
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From Reader Review | n the Shadow of Babylon for online ebook

Steve says

This outstanding tale appeals on on a multitude of levels - the philosophical, the pre-religious, the story
teller's art, politics, fantasy, and dreams.

Woven in contemporary and ancient times, two casts of the brave more towards their destinies.

The philosophical reflections shared from the ancient times, and from time guiding even those times from
further back in time, touch upon the bravery of the contemporary.

Recommended.

Rachel says

This book was beautifully written! | loved that about it. | also LOVED the world that the author created, a
world before recorded history 11,000 years ago. The world seemed so real and so beautiful. The reason |
gaveit four starsis the modern part of the novel, in present-day Irag, was very short and poorly developed. |
felt like if there was goign to be this part of the story as well, it should be better devel oped. But this novel
was amazing!

Fahad says

The historical Parts were fantastic. There is a drastic contrast between the Current Story and the story of
Ayuba. The author makes a great effort to connect the two stories but he fails. This book reminds me of
Mark Mustin's Ganderme but does a fantastic job at connecting the historical along with the present. Read it
for the history not for fun.

Steph Flynn says

Loved this book. Y eah, it's alittle corny with some obvious life lessons thrown around, but it also caused me
to consider afew things from anew perspective. The modern day story was unnecessary; the real heart of the
story liesin thefictional life of Ayubaand his relationship with his father. Lots of highlighting in this one.

karen g swass says

Interesting and hard to put down



A very interesting and well written story of the ancient world. The narrative is captivating It was hard to put
down

Johnee Schwartz says

Smartly written first novel that opens the heart to the simplest and most powerful lessons about life and how
we can control our attitude under any circumstance.
(full disclosure: the author is my father)

Sam Usher says

| could not put this down. | shed tears and smiled at the victories. The lessonsin this story are timeless. |
highly recommend this book

Sandra Gilbert says

Excellent story with much to consider about how we live our lives.

Gottesburen says

A beautifully written novel that inspires oneto dream of a futurewithout violance.

While afiction novel, it would be so great if it was non-fiction. The story is of asimple shepherd boy grows
to lead a group of peoplein the past and in present day to thoughts of peace and tolerance for differences.
One can only hope in today's day and age that we could aspire to such simple truths.

Kristin says

Thiswas adecent read. | felt it ended rather abruptly. In the last 50 pages, the author introduced another
conflict, but then did nothing to resolve it. But, | liked the story. Though, not sure why the author felt he
needed to tell an ancient story and then a modern story in the same book. The story of the oldest recorded
writing in the world would have easily stood on its own. There were definitely slow parts, but overall, a
decent read.

ChrisWiegman says

Interesting, yet bizarre. At timesit was excellent and at times was one of the worst books I've read in awhile.



Barbara Bergeron says

Excellent

This book touched me on so many levels. The stories of simple and ancient wisdom were not new but still so
very true. The one about "attitude" , particularly struck a chord with me. The overall message, however was
the one that should resonate with everyone. This should be required reading.

John Schwartz says

| wrote it so, of course, | loveit!!!

Kate says

Somewhat of a bizarre read. Not historical fiction and not fantasy but kind of a mixture of both. Modern Irag
with the story of afictional pre-history mixed in. Found a couple of good quotesthat | wrote down for future
reference as they moved me. The main story takes place 11,000 years ago and is of a hero named Ayuba who
saves and recreates a civilization. Supposedly there were connections to modern Irag but | had trouble
relating that.

Amanda says

Thiswas an imaginative tale of an archaeological discovery atering the beliefs about the beginning of
civilization, and how modern society reacted to the new discoveries.




