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Kasa Cotugno says

Thiswas area haul, and not because it was bad. What is presented in these stories of unrelenting grimnessis
arealistic portraya of life for the average person living in Greece and how ordinary lives are impacted by
that country's financial collapse. Visitors remember Greece as being sun drenched, steeped in history,
cheerful. For her citizens, however, it's as bad or worse than anything we are familiar with in our own
country. Plus, in all these stories, it seems to be raining already or about to. One character remarks that even
the rails on her balcony are weeping. A real eye opener.

Maria Beltrami says

The protagonists of these stories are living the hell. A hell of misunderstanding and extreme poverty. Not a
ray of light illuminating their lives, not the smallest hope. These stories seem to be set in ancient times, when
fate was afearsome and powerful god, and instead are set in today Greece, the one of the times of the crisis.
The only drawback: there are many, too many. At one point the reader gives a crash under such despair.
Thank Archipelago Books and Netgalley for giving me afree copy in exchange for an honest review.

| protagonisti di questi racconti vivono I'inferno. Un inferno di incomprensione e di estrema poverta. Non un
raggio di lucerischiarale loro vite, non la piu piccola speranza. Sembrano essere ambientati in tempi
lontanissimi, quando il fato era un dio temibile e potente, e invece sono ambientati nella Grecia di oggi,
guelladel tempi dellacrisi.

Unico neo: sono tanti, troppi. A un certo punto il lettore cede di schianto sotto tanta disperazione.

Ringrazio Archipelago Books e Netgalley per avermi fornito una copiagratuitain cambio di unarecensione
onesta.

Lorilin says

Good Lord, thisis one depressing book. Page after page, story after story of the most awful things people
have to bear. It is dark and heavy, with most charactersliving lives that are hopeless, chaotic, and unstable.

| echo the other reviewers who have praised author Ikonomou for so powerfully capturing the poverty,
despair, and destitution people are experiencing in Greece's garbage economy. But what struck me most
about this book is how negatively women are portrayed--always helpless, sad, borderline crazy. They are
abandoned and ablivious and, even though they are the ones keeping their families together, they still
somehow come off as weak. They are raped and whored out A LOT. Even in the stories where they are the
main (and sometimes the only) characters, they always play second fiddle to the men. Is this a cultural thing?
Isthis simply an accurate portrayal of how women are treated in Greece? And is |konomou okay with it? Or
ishetrying to make a point against it? I'm not sure. But, yikes, it's bleak.

Reading this book was depressing and eye-opening. If you read all the storiesin one sitting, like | did,
prepare to be overwhelmed with the sadness of it all. | wish | had chosen to digest them bit by bit. Instead, |
Zipped through it...and then had to have a good cry afterward. The book is powerful, but, wow, it'salot to



absorb.

See more of my reviews at www.BugBugBooks.com.

A says

Really well written and striking images. Didn't feel specifically Greek.

Roxanne says

Poignant profile of Greecein crisis, told through a series of short stories that leave your heart clenched. |
read thisin English after my favorite local bookstore featured a series of books in translation and can't help
but notice the disorientation of reading awork in your mother tongue displaced into the language you now
use most.

Katherine says

Beautifully translated by Karen Emmerich, Something Will Happen, Y ou'll Seeisamodern Greek tragedy.
Telling the stories of ordinary people whose lives have been destroyed by Greece' s economic crisis, it echoes
the classical tragedies in form, while using completely modern language that captures a moment of utter
sorrow, betrayal and hopel essness.

The smell of halva spreads through the house and for a moment disguises the smell of Friday
and the smell of loneliness and the smell of the malicious poverty that is slowly and silently
and confidently gnawing at Ellie' s dreams and strength and life — and those of anyone who
lives to work, who is born and lives and dies for work. For a handful of bills.

The stories stand on their own, but read in their entirety they give a nuanced sense of the despair that invades
the hearts and minds of the characters. Asthey lose their jobs, their homes, their loved ones, or as they
huddle together around afire for warmth and companionship, or as they cling to each other in fear of the
night and the coming storm of bankruptcy, the stories ook inward, at their selfishness, and their
helplessness. A woman climbs into bed with a man-shaped halva, eating him as revenge. Five men tell
stories around afire asthey try to escape the cold night and the fear that comes with it. A man collects his
father fromjail. A coupletells fairytales as their neighbors remove the walls of their home, stone by stone. A
young man stands watch over the neighborhood, guarding his mother and sister from threats of rape and
murder. As the desperation of poverty chips away at their humanity, the people cling to a sense of control
over their own fate. Meanwhile, a storm is coming; the wind picks up, it startsto rain, and a Christmas treeis
swept off a balcony.

He' s drenched, dripping all over asif every porein hisskinisan eye and every eyeiscrying.



It'sraining harder. Raining with hatred, like a punishment. Lightning keeps flashing across the
sky. It'slike there' s awar on up there — light warring with darkness. A war. Light battling to
enter the world and someone battling to shut it out, to seal up al the cracks, to sink the world in
darkness.

The writing hooked me from the first page; it islyrical, poetic, and emotionally devastating. Reminiscent of
the greek chorus, motifs, phrases, and entire passages are echoed and repeated; each time with new meaning
and overwhelming effect. The brewing storm, the repeated motif of fear of the night — these images become
charged with emotional symbolism that captures amoment of pain in anation’s psyche.

And parents will tell their children stories about strange people who once lived and died for a
handful of cash and the children will listen with their mouths hanging open and all these things
will seem magical and unreal.

The characters are easy to empathise with, although they are, for the most part, utterly unlikable. Perhaps |
didn't like them because they were too human, too flawed, too real. This book felt unforgivingly honest. As
they feel betrayed by those who are supposed to protect them — the officials who place useless recycling bins
on the streets rather than working to solve the problems they face; looking busy but failing to do anything
real — the characters resent those who are able to succeed, and claw at each other for scraps. A stream of
consciousness style makes the voices blend together into a single song of poverty. The improvised nature of
this makes it all the more convincing; it echoes the hysteriathat is slowly brewing. But there is also a thread
of faith, of solidarity despite the fear. So often, the voices change from “1” to “We”, from “me” to “us’, and
the sense of community gives a semblance of hope.

We talk and talk and the more we talk the better | understand that what binds us together are
the things we're afraid of and the things we hate. How did we end up like this? Where did all
the hatred and fear come from, can you tell me? And the more time passes the worse things get.
Some days | see things that make me want to kill someone. My lord. | went through hell on the
ships al those years but | never felt athing like that. Never. But now it’stoo much. I’'m
drowning, you know? Drowning.

Thisis such apowerful, devastating little book. | couldn’'t put it down; it is an accident from which | could
not tear myself away. Asthe storm slowly blows in; as the sun sets and the darkness creeps over the islands;
as the people stifle their sorrowsin alcohol and cigarettes, or cling to each other out of fear; asthe world is
destroyed, piece by piece, until nothing remains, the voicesin this book cry to be heard. It is definitely worth
reading.

* k%

Read more of my reviews at Literogo.com
| received this book in exchange for an honest review.




Antonis says

AULT?n Bpaeupvn CLAAOY? JINYNU?TWV ToU XP?0ToL OIKOVZUOU 070KOAX dlaB?(ETOI LOVOPO2P -
OTO T?A0¢ K?0€ dlNY?UaTOC VI P0E1¢ 2T TIP?TEL VA CTAMAT?0€EIG, VO dlaB?0€1¢ K?TL PANO, VA KOIT?ZEEIG
OT? TO TP?6VPO VIA A0 YIa VA BYELC AT? TOV TVIYNP?, YEU?TO ATIAV WO, K?0U0 TOUG. I pauuva
A0 TPIV N EAANVIK? KOIVEV?2a BPEBE? U?2XP1 TO AQLU? L2600 GE QUT? TO TIIPATETOUAO Ol 20T A
«KP?0NC» TIOL KOVTEZEL TIA IO OEKAET?A, UE ?PWEC KAl NPW?deC TIOL (PLTO){OLV OE PTLWYXOYEITOVI?G
Tou Melpal?, ota ?p1a NG TP?AAC ? KOl TI2pA AT? AUT?, BUU?LOLV 2T 0?TE «?A0l POL? TA @AOLE»
07te 2AN N X?2pa {070€ «TTVW OT? TIC dUVAT?2TNT?C TNG».

O pEaAIOU?C TWY dINYNIL?TWY -10TOP?EC TN AITAAOV 2 TI?PTOC OOV KI UT?C TIOL ?A01 ?XOUME
O0KO?0€El- ENVAL TPAYUATIK? ypoB1 ? aTO OTOU?X1. O avayw?20Tn G 0gv UTIOPE? TP? VA BAV?0El TNV
[KOV?TNTA TOU OUYYPO @20 VO OVEL IO OTIPAUTO TEOTEVT? Quv? 0€ AVvOP?IouE TIOL OTTAVIA ?X0UV
QUT? TNV EVKALP?A, AVOP?IOUCE TIOL OEV TOUC CUMPBANVEL K?TI TO EEAIPETIK?, K?TI TO 0&100NUE?2WTO,
K?Tl TO CUVTOPOKTIK?, (700 OT1? TN {W?, TN @U2XELN KAl TN Hovagl?.

Taut?xpova, TNV ypa@? 1ou OIKOV?UOU V0 YUUV? OV UTIOPE?C VO TNV TEIG OK?UN KAl 0TA T10
TE(? B2U0TA, OK?UN KOl OTIC TIO KLUVIK?C OTIYU?C TGV 10TOPLV TOU, VUG ATP?0UEVOC, OAA?
KOB7A0L ?0TOX0C, AUPIOU?C KAVEL TNV ELPNVIC? TOU, KI 2TAL Ol TEPITIT?0E1C TWV avVOP?rIvey

VO ay?wv Tou YEU?L0UV TIC OEAPOEC TOUCG TI 70UV VO EVAL THO LWAV0 AUT?, dNAAS? TEPITIT ?0€EIC,
apPIBUO?, OTATIOTIK?G, KAl YVovTal VOpwrol, UE TOV JIK? TOUG ECWIEPIK? K?0UO0, TIC ELA10ONO7EC
KOl Ta VEIP? TOUC.

AV LTT?PXEL K?TI TIOL 200G PE EVI0E O€ ALT? TN OTOUAA 20 QOUAEI? €Al 211 TA TEPIOC?TEP
AlNY?2uata TNG CLAAOY?C JIAPE?OOUV TIVNYUPIK? TOV T?TAO NG TEAIK? T?2roTa dev yVETal ?
TOUA?XIOTOV T?TOTO TIOL VA ETIIANBE?EL TN QAIVOPEVIK? A1C1000E 20 TNC PP?0N ¢ TOL T?TAOU.
KavoviK?, auT? Ba pe EVOXA0?0€ TOA? TEPIOCTEPO, €07 PUWC AUT? TO BPATWUA, OLT? N aKIvNo?a,
€01 OLCIACTIK? OTOIXE?0 TOU KAUATOC 7AWV TeV dINYNU?twv, Kal 0 OIKOV?UOU TETUXAVEL va TO
OTI0O?0€l O€ K?0€ ET?TEDO.

Katie Anne says

This book is not a pick me up and may not be the light beach read you're looking for.

Why you should still read it:
-Ilknomou has an amazing lyrical quality to his work. Through this series of short stories, you can connect
deeply with the characters, who are life like, warts and all.

-This series gives faces, albeit fictional ones, to the economic crisis in Greece. |konomou shows the power of
fiction to share truths that no newspaper article has conveyed yet about the ongoing crisis there.

Must read.




Panos says

Oewp? TIOA? A&17A0YN ALT? TN CLAAOY?, WAT?00 ?X0oVTaC 201 dOB?0€El TNV ETTPUEV? TOUL, BPXKA

K 2T KOUPOOTIK? TN BEUOTOAOY?0, N OTIO?0 ETIKEVIPVETAL GTNV OIKOVOWUIK? KP?0T KAl TO
TOIPETIPUEVA AUT?C. AgV OV 2PnNoE TNV a?206n0n a1 01000 ?0¢ TIL VTIDOX 2TAV TO 0TI O?2QUAAO, AUT?
TO "K?11 Ba yVel UwG, Ba de1C" TIOL AUE TIOA? CUXV? LETAE? HAC, TIOL AVE KA Ol XOPAKT?PEC TGV
ONYNU?twv 1oL OIKOV?UoU. AVTIO?TWCE, LOL Ha?plas TNV YuX? Kal eV €2Ual TNE ?roPng 2t n
AOYOTEXV?U TP?TEL VO €A1 AV2AA@PN KOl VO LA KVEL VA EEXVIUAOTE OTI? TA TIPORA?UOTA KAl TIG
OLOKOA?EC TIOU OVTIUETWIT?{OVLIE.

Agv PUTIOP? B2Ba1A TP? VO TIPOAEXT? 2T TPZKEITAL VA TIOA? KOAAOYPOUUAVA dlNy?2uoTd.

SStefano says

Sedici storie che hanno come location non la Grecia turistica e brulicante che tutti conosciamo, bensi |a
spianata di Atene,in particolarei quartieri depressi intorno a porto del Pireo. Ikonomou, con una prosa
asciutta e dolorosa allaMcCarthy , ci presentai suoi personaggi : uomini e donne senza fortuna, disoccupati,
abusati dal potere politico, derubati, affamati......defraudati dalla grave crisi economicachein Grecia ha
colpito individui, famiglie e comunita. Individui ordinari che procedono nel piccolo universo della vita senza
progredire. Senza scopo, senza speranza, senza dio, senzaregole.

E poi succede qualcosa che agita quelle acque putride e stagnanti........ gualcosa che da significato a caos, un
filo segreto a cui aggrapparsi e che legainesorabilmente la nostravitaa quella degli altri.

Gerasimos Evangelatos says

M?ALQ TEAE?wO O TN GUAAOY? dinynu?twv "K?t Ba yvel, Ba de1c” tou Xp?otouv Oilkov?uou (Ekd?0elq
"TM?2ACY. Mia oglp? ato PiBuploT?¢ 10TOP7EC ATIANVWOTN G TIOL EKTUAZ000vVTal aTh NiKald, gTov
KopudaAA?, tov Metpat?, tn ZOAAUaA - TEPIOX?C TIOU YEVVBNKO KAl Hey?Awod. Me Baoiog ToAU
N avAWwon. Ki ?2mpeTe va TNV OAOKANP?0W Y10 VO KATOA?BW TO VIATI: Ol 7pweg Tou OIKoV 210U,
AVOPWITOI TIOL TPOCTEPV AUE KABNUEPIV? OTO dPUO, UTIOUAVOUV XWP?G VA avTidpoN. Moudialouy,
TEVOO, VOOTAAYOV KAI TEAIK? UTOT?2000VTAL. XWP?C OPAMATIK?C £€?paelg, ? MA0S0E 7eC
AOYOTEXVIK?C NPWOTID?NONG. POPZUAL OTI K?TIWG ETOL EIVAL N €TOX? HO¢. Ki aut? g1val To v?20
KOIVLVIKO Ol N Ha, TIOU TNE AVTIOTOLXE?: aKPIB?C (KI aKpIB?Q) KaBp?@tng tng.

Vassiliki Dass says

YTOKA VOO GTOV cLyypa@?a! Mat? dev €Al TIOU TEPI YPAYE PE OKP?PEIN TO TI LOC TEPPUEVE UE
NV KP?0T1], 60U V0OUL 2Tl TO BIPA?0 YP2PINKE A?Y0 TPIV ATI? TNV EKOPAWON TNE, EVAL TIOL 2XEl Jid
HOTI? TTVW OTNV PN T?00 TOINTIK?, T?00 OTOOTOIOUATIK? KI 2UWC OAOKANPWTIK?, EVAI TOU UE
ANEG A EIC ? ElKVEC {Wypa@?LEl TNV LKA 0€ PA0 TNE TO HEYOAE?O TNC AvVOP?rIvnN¢ a&IoTP?TEIAC,
TOU TTV0U, TNC ATEATIC?0C, TNC OTWIKTNTOC, TNE TIPOOTI?OEIAC £T132wW0NC 2TaV EEWTEPIK PG KAl
TOA? 1OXLP?C QUVUELG ETIOPOV TIVW OTA TETPWUNVA. YTOKAVoual!



Damiana says

Vi émai capitato di innamorarvi di un libro solo guardando la sua copertina? A me non eramai SUCCESSO:
non sono unadi quelle che compralibri solo in base alla bellezza della copertina, primami leggo lasinossi e,
se possibile, pure qual che recensione. Fin quando, spulciando la pagina facebook dell’Ambasciata di Greciaa
Roma, ho visto la copertina della nuova edizione di questo libro (gia pubblicato nel 2011 con una copertina
diversa)... E' stato amore aprimavistal *.*

Vabbé, torniamo seri e passiamo alla recensione vera e propria, va...

Qualcosa capitera, vedral € unaraccoltadi storie ambientate nel Pireo, zonadi Atene famosa per il suo porto,
dovei protagonisti, appartenenti alla classe media e operaiadella Grecia, vivono l'inferno dellacrisi
economica. |konomou ci raccontale loro storie partendo dal basso, senza soffermarsi sulle cause economiche
che hanno scatenato la crisi, ma piuttosto analizzando |e difficolta che questi anni hanno portato e gli eventi
che segnano in modo indelebile il destino dei protagonisti. L'autore dipinge bene quest'atmosfera, creando un
racconto atratti spigoloso, inquieto e di grande intensita emotiva.

Eliasdgian says

PeaAlop?¢ Kal ALPIOU?C CLVUA OTT? VAV CLYYPAE?0 TIOL APOVYKP?LETOI TOUC aVOP?roUC d?M\a
TOU, eYPaBVEl OTIC EVOUUXEC OKAPEIC TOLC, KAl IAZEL TN YA?000 TOLC? TIOU HE TN HaTI? KaBap?
KOl JE evalobna?a &?2xwpn, TPOEEVVTAC —?XI OTIAVI0- TNV 0O0AZEVTI CLUYKVNC? HAC, APNYE?TAI TA
20N AV EKEV WV TWV 0VOP?TV, TIOU, AV KAl TIPWIAYLVIOT?C 6T (w?, dev B0 aVTAU?0El KAVE?G
OTOV ETPMAOCTO K?0U0 Twv mediaKal TNV IAOUCSTPUCI D KABNUEPIV?TNT? TOU.

AgKATIVTE KO VA apIOTOLPYUOTA TEPL?XoVTal 0To ‘K2t Ba yvel, Ba o1, o Va Pn@ dwt?
[OTOPIV UE ETTKEVTPO TOV VOPWTD — TNV ATIATNON, ONAC?, o€ K20 PPN 0N, 2rmola Ki av VAl
QUT? (Kl 0¢ ME OLYXWP?0El 0 OTIOLAN ?20¢ André Breton yia Tnv ad?€1a avtiypag?).

IMa TouC PrwY0?2¢ avBP?oUC TNE KOKKIVI?G, TNC AM@ ?ANG Kal Tou Mep?uatog («MoAuB10¢
ZTPATI?TNG), YIA TOLC ATIKANPOLE TNC {W?C («TO TP2YUOTA TIOL KOLBZAYOV»), Yo PAOUC EKEVOULG
TIOU N LUPWAI? TNC LOXOBNP?C PT2X10C DATI?TIOE TO CUAT? TOUG KA TEAIK? POKVIOE TN B2AN07? TOU(
yia Lw? («?Aa PAAN TA0E TO YOUPOLVXKI»), VIO 200UC ETILAOUV VA OVEIPE?OVTAL, 20TW KL AV
a?p0Ta X700 TIPOQUANVE VO APTIZ0LV TA WVEIP? TOUC («TO AU TOU KPERHLAIOP»), yid PA0U(
QUTO?C YP2@ElL 0 Xp?20T0g OIKOVZUOU, KOl TO KVEl EEAIPETIK? KOA?. T1p?to BIA?0 Tou TOL Ao 2w,
Kl 2U0C, ONAVW 20N GaVOTIK?G OTNd?¢ TOL!

Natania says

"Really liked," of course, isn't quite right. The book is heartrending; what savesit from merely depressing
the reader isthe author's empathy with the down-and-out people he depicts. He shows their despair but also
their capacity to take in beauty and feel wonder in the worst of moments. This capacity doesn't exactly save
them from poverty and hunger, but it saves them from the impulse toward suicide (mostly). | feel | now
know alot more about Greece and its crisis, its financial inequities, and the feelings of people at the bottom



of the heap. The style is Faulknerian--sometimes annoyingly so--lyrical and full of marvelous metaphors.
Aboveall, full of humanity. Not knowing Greek, | can't judge this carefully, but Emmerich's tranglation
seems excellent.




