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From the author-illustrator of Pardon Me! and Float comes a funny and fun picture book about a little bug
who proves that even the small can be mighty.

When a power-hungry grasshopper king wants a throne to loom over his bug subjects, he summons each of
them to “bring me a rock!” One by one, the bugs bring him the biggest rocks they can carry, but one little
bug can contribute only a very small pebble. The grasshopper king shuns the little bug. But when his throne
is in danger of tipping, that little bug might be the only one who can save him.

With beautiful, bold illustrations and a folk-tale sensibility, Bring Me a Rock! is a classic underdog tale with
a humorous twist.
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From Reader Review Bring Me a Rock! for online ebook

Tasha says

A demanding grasshopper wearing a crown insists that the other insects bring him a rock! Big rocks to build
his pedestal so that it is suitable for a king. So the insects bring back rocks and the king accepts most of them
with little grace. One though, carried by the smallest insect is not worthy of being part of his pedestal and is
rejected along with the little bug who brought it. Now the grasshopper king has created a pedestal to sit high
upon with all of the rocks piled one upon another. But it is not balanced and begins to tip. Luckily though,
the small pebble that the little bug brought is just right to save the day.

Miyares has written this picture book entirely in dialogue and almost all of it in the imperious and
demanding voice of the grasshopper. That makes for a great read aloud where storytellers can get into the
character and exaggerate it for comic effect. Then the little bug also speaks and in the end equalizes the roles
of all of the insects alongside the king. The end is a welcome twist where the kind is on his pedestal but so
are all of the other bugs too.

The illustrations are done in watercolor and digital resulting in a book that is filled with light and lush
greens. The grasshopper and the other insects are colorful against the yellow sky and greenery and the
critical pebble glows white on the page, immediately showing its importance even before it is used.

Read this one aloud with plenty of energy and dynamics and it will add plenty of zing to any summer story
time. Appropriate for ages 2-5.

Heidi-Marie says

Another lesson in politeness and kindness by Miyares, with even a touch of repentance and forgiveness, as
well as ingenuity. Illustrations are great. Worth trying in preschool ST.

More of a 3.5.

1/11/17 Used in "A" preschool theme. (Because of the ant.) They seemed to like the pictures. Not quite
picking up on the good or bad behavior, so I pointed it out a bit.

Beth Pofahl says

Recently, I'm intrigued by Daniel Miyares' work. This book is delightful. It's simple and reminiscent of Dr.
Seuss' Yertle the Turtle, but this book has a much more interesting cast of characters. The illustrations,
perspective, facial expressions on the various insects and the book's conclusion are, in a word, superb!

Lo says



It's been a long time since a children's book made me so irrationally angry. It's a great example of
underestimating children's minds and using a very superficial understanding of morality to craft a "nice
message" that's actually kind of toxic. At best, kids don't like that sort of thing because they're children, not
idiots, and find cheesy fake stuff to be cheesy and fake. At worst, this might endorse abusive dynamics and a
harmful misunderstanding of capitalism.

But it's a kids' book, not likely to be seen by too many eyes, and getting into all that seems mean spirited.
The art is cute at times, and anyone is welcome to enjoy it with my compliments. Unless someone like-
minded comes along who wants to unpack it in the comments, I'll leave it at that for now.

Lisa D says

Cute book that reminded me of bugs life movie

Elisabeth says

Great stuff on how even the smallest of us can contribute, as well as cooperation, teamwork, and friendship.
Not once did I get the "preachy" vibe; this book was all fun.

Mississippi Library Commission says

Even the smallest person can change the future.

Now this picture book isn't Tolkien, but it's just as inspiring! A demanding grasshopper wants a throne that
will loom over his followers. Things don't go quite as planned and a tiny bug saves the day, proving that you
don't always have to be big and mighty to effect change or find a solution. With bright, fetching pictures and
some comic relief, this picture book is sure to please even the pickiest of readers.

Maggie Mattmiller says

Torn between 3 and 4 stars on this one. I think there is a GREAT lesson hidden in this one, but I do think
kids might need adult help unlocking it. Definitely a book I would love to have in my classroom, as I would
lead the discussion and could start some great conversation among my students. I think kids could for sure
enjoy the book without adult support, but I do think adults might be required to get the full benefit.

There are lessons to be found in helping others, regardless of how they have treated you, and of treating
everyone as equals.

Could surely get some good conversation from this one. Will have to add it to my classroom library!



Maria says

When the king grasshopper asks for rocks to build his throne, he dismisses the need for a small rock. When
his throne is in threat of toppling over, the unlikeliest character will come to the rescue! How will the king
ever repay the help of this helper?

Cindy Mitchell *Kiss the Book* says

Miyares, Daniel Bring Me a Rock. PICTURE BOOK. Books For Young Readers (Simon & Schuster), 2016
$17.99.

The Grasshopper King wants a throne built and commands all the other bugs to bring him the largest rocks
they can carry. As the smallest bug approaches with only a little pebble he is disdainfully rebuked. After
erecting his throne of rocks the grasshopper sits atop his seat but soon discovers it is precariously
unbalanced. The small bug comes to the rescue by bringing back his little pebble to secure the grasshopper's
perch.

The moral of the story is great in that even the smallest bug can make a big difference. However, this wasn't
my favorite tale. The pictures are cute and the text is very simple so it would be good for beginning readers,
but I didn't like the tone of the book.

Pre-K, EL (K-3)--OPTIONAL Gina, Media Specialist
http://kissthebook.blogspot.com/2016/...

Darinda says

A grasshopper wants to sit upon a throne, so he has the other insects bring him rocks. He only wants big
rocks, so he shuns a small insect that brings a pebble.

A cute story with bold illustrations. Simple texts makes this an easy to understand book for children.

Samantha says

A dictator-like grasshopper commands the other insects to bring him big rocks so he can construct a majestic
pedestal. Most rocks pass the test, but when a very small bug presents a pebble the grasshopper is quick to
cut him down.

Later, when the grasshopper's pedestal reveals its weakness and puts his life in danger, the small bug's pebble
becomes incredibly useful. Humbled, the grasshopper asks how he can ever repay the bug for its kindness
and the small bug devises a way for all of the bugs to feel elevated, but equal.

The story is reminiscent of Yertle the Turtle by Seuss and is supported by vibrant digital watercolor artwork.



Great read aloud with an important message about kindness and equality for PreK-2.

Vivian says

Grasshopper, king of bugs, orders all the bugs to bring him a rock -- "the bigger the better," he (she?) says.
Children can participate by guessing the names of the insects or identifying the colors of the insects.

You can stop the story and sing "The bugs are marching in a line, hurrah! hurrah!... So the king will say,
That's fine!", if there is need for a wiggle break.

Melanie says

The grasshopper king is very egoistic and self centered. The grasshopper king wants all the insects to bring
him large Rocks so he can have a tall pillar above the rest. All in sects bring rocks and he only accepts the
really big ones. When a small insect brings him a small one he rejects it. When his pillar is completed, he
orders the other insects to lift him on top but his pillar starts to sway from being unbalanced. The little insect
brings is rock and wedges it into the pillars to balance it and saves him.
I like this book because the images are nice it teaches a lesson, no matter how "important" you are you are
still equal to others.

Jillian Heise says

I adore all of Daniel Miyares' picture books, and this one is reminiscent of my favorite, Pardon Me!. His
illustrations are just the best! Bring Me a Rock has a similar feel in the illustrations and story, which is great.
This one especially has a message that is important for students to hear about equality and bossiness and
kindness and everyone doing the best they are capable of. Definitely one to share with kids.


